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NEWSLETTER NO .36 

FRIDAY ,  29 T H  NOVEMBER 2019 
 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

 

Advent 

This Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent.  This is the 

commencement of the new liturgical year. This new 

liturgical cycle is referred to as Year A and features 

the gospel of Matthew. (Year B features the gospel 

of Mark and Year C, that we have just completed, 

features the gospel of Luke.)  

Advent comes from the Latin word Adventus which 

literally means ‘coming’; it is also reflected in the 

Greek word Parousia, which is used to describe the 

second coming of Jesus. So Advent is a time of 

preparation and anticipation of the coming of 

Christ into the world that is celebrated in the 

Nativity at Christmas.  

One of the major symbols of the Advent season is 

the wreath. The encircling wreath is symbolic of 

God without beginning or end and the green 

foliage represents our hope in God. There are 

usually five candles in the wreath, a central white 

candle representing the light of Christ that came 

into the world and then four outside candles that 

are usually purple and rose coloured. The first 

candle is generally symbolic of Hope and 

Expectation.  

 

 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

Thank you to all who have kept our students in their 

prayers as they prepared for the reception of the 

Sacrament of Confirmation.  Bishop Curtin wished 

me to pass on his sincere thanks to the families and 

parishioners that were present last Friday night for 

their reverence and participation in the celebration.  

 

 
 

 
 

The service was made even more special with 

Jack’s great uncle Fr Victor Farrugia taking part in 

the celebration. 

 

Enjoy your weekend with your family. 

 

Kindest regards, 

Debbie Geisler 

Principal 



 
 

 
 

 

Dates for the Diary 
 

Term 4    Week 9 

Monday: 02.12 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Student Orientation Day 1 (Grade 1-6) 

Tuesday: 03.12 

o Grade 4 swimming program 

Wednesday: 04.12 

o Celebration of St Ambrose Feast Day 

o Whole School Mass 9.30am 

o No Canteen 

Thursday: 05.12 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 06.12 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 07.12  

Sunday: 08.12  

o 2nd Sunday of Advent 

o Advent Carols Service at the Church 4pm 

Week 10 
Monday: 09.12 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

o Student Orientation Day 2 (Grade 1-6) 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

Tuesday: 10.12 

Wednesday: 11.12 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 12.12 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 13.12 

o Last Canteen Day for the year  

o Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Saturday: 14.12  

Sunday: 15.12  

o 3rd Sunday of Advent 
Week 11 
Monday: 16.12 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing: 8.15am 

Tuesday: 17.12 

o Grade 6 Graduation Mass – 6.00pm 

Wednesday: 18.12 

o End of Year Mass 9.30am 

o End of Year Award Ceremony – 2.00pm 

o No Canteen  

o Dismissal time – 3.30pm 

 

Last call for uniform ordering 

Please place your final 2019 CDFpay online 
uniform orders by this Sunday night for delivery 

to classrooms the following Monday.  The 
uniform shop will re-open on 28 January 2020 
for orders to be delivered to students on the 

29th (sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au) 



Our Wild World 
 

 
 

This term 3/4M have been 

comparing and contrasting 

Africa and Australia in Inquiry 

and Literacy. 

 

Everyone in the class selected 

either an African or an 

Australian animal, then had to 

construct an artefact on that 

animal, an information report 

and even create a Google slide 

oral presentation to share with 

the class which included the key 

characteristics of that animal, 

and how it has adapted to its 

environment. 

 

Last Friday was the final 

session that our class had to 

finish our artefact projects, and 

this is how they turned out! 

 

By Archer 3/4M 
 

 
 

BEES  

 
On Tuesday my dad and I did a 

presentation to my class about our 

new bees. We told everyone some 

facts about bees and spoke about the 

tools we use to care for them. We 

showed them the smoker, bee brush, 

hive tool, and some honeycomb. My 

dad and I both put on a bee suit to 

show everyone. 
 

By: Elijah 3/4PB 

 
 



 
 
Christmas Raffle time has arrived.  We will have a 
number of hampers made up as prizes and, in the spirit 
of Christmas and generosity of heart, a number of 
hampers will be donated to the Parish to be given to 
families as part of the Ambrose Care program. We are 
asking each class to focus on a themed hamper as a 
guide for their donations. We have compiled a list per 
class so we don’t double up too much.  See Caremonkey 
for details. 
 
Donations need to be new and in date.  A good idea is to 
donate something that you would like to receive 
yourself. 
 
Raffle books will be sent out next week and must be 
returned to the office by Monday 16 December. Please 
return ticket stubs and money in an envelope or plastic 
zip lock bag clearly named with class written on top. 
Tickets are $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00. The raffle will be 
drawn on the last day of school at Assembly. 
  
This Christmas raffle is a much anticipated event for the 
children and has become one of our school's festive time 
traditions. We thank you in advance for your donations 
and help. 

 

 
We warmly invite you to celebrate with us on Sunday 

8 December 2019 at 4pm for our annual carols 

service. The service will last 45 minutes.  Drinks 

and refreshments will be provided in the parish 

gardens afterwards.  The children can dress as their 

favourite nativity character. 

 

Kind regards, 

Sharon, Parish Representative 

 
Please make yourself familiar with the Caremonkey self-service 
form called “Absence Explanation Notice” to make notifying the 
school of your child’s absence even easier. 

A self-service form is a type of eForm that is optional and made 
available to users to complete at any time. 

This eForm has been made available to you in the 'Form Library' link 
in your Care Central. You can access and respond to a self-service 
form by using the following steps: 

1. Login to CareMonkey. 
2. At the top of the page, select ‘Form Library’. 

 
 

3. Upon entering the ‘Form Library’, choose ‘Absence 
Explanation Notice’, click on 'Start Form’.  Enter details of 
absence, then ‘Submit Form’. 

4. An email notification will be sent to the office and the 
classroom teacher will be notified. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

“Absence 
Explanation Notice” 



This Weekends Gospel 
Matthew 24:37-44 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew 

Stay awake, you must be ready. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, 

so will it be when the Son of Man comes. For in 

those days before the Flood people were eating, 

drinking, taking wives, taking husbands, right up to 

the day Noah went into the ark, and they 

suspected nothing till the Flood came and swept all 

away. It will be like this when the Son of Man 

comes. Then of two men in the fields one is taken, 

one left; of two women at the millstone grinding, 

one is taken, one left. 

‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day 

when your master is coming. You may be quite sure 

of this that if the householder had known at what 

time of the night the burglar would come, he would 

have stayed awake and would not have allowed 

anyone to break through the wall of his house. 

Therefore, you too must stand ready because the 

Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 

expect.’ 

 
 

Gospel Reflection 
Night and day is the dominant image presented to 

us in today's readings. The season of Advent is for 

the Church the time just before the dawn of 

Christmas, when the fullness of God's love took 

human flesh in Jesus. 

The moments before dawn are often special: cities 

are still, the air is damp, noise is at a minimum and, 

at least on clear days, there is an anticipation of 

the sun bursting forth into daylight. No wonder Paul 

and Matthew found it such a rich metaphor for the 

coming of Christ. 

American lyricist and composer, Marty Haugen has 

found the image of light and darkness inspirational 

in his text, God of Day and God of Darkness (© 

1984, 1995, published by GIA Inc.) He writes: 

God of day and God of darkness, now we stand 

before the night; 

As the shadows stretch and deepen, come and 

make our darkness bright. 

All creation still is groaning for the dawning of your 

might, 

When the Son of peace and justice fills the earth 

with radiant light. 

Still the nations curse the darkness, still the rich 

oppress the poor; 

Still the earth is bruised and broken by the ones who 

still want more. 

Come and wake us from our sleeping so our hearts 

cannot ignore 

All your people lost and broken, all your children at 

our door. 

Show us Christ in one another, make us servants 

strong and true; 

Give us all your love of justice, so we do what you 

would do. 

Let us call all people holy, let us pledge our lives 

anew, 

Make us one with all the lowly, let us all be one in 

you. 

 

Marty Haugen's take on the light and dark in the 

world is entirely consistent with the way Catholic 

mystics have applied these metaphors. Being in the 

light is not just about what we see, it is about what 

we do. St Ignatius Loyola often spoke about the 

things we keep buried in the dark. For Ignatius the 

experience we won't speak about, the sins we 

won't confess and the memories we suppress are 

the signs of the bad spirit. They gain an inordinate 

power over us and we displace a lot of energy 

keeping them buried in the dark. Ignatius always 

saw the hand of the good spirit when these things 

came into the light. Every time someone says to 

me, ‘Father, I've never told anyone this before, but I 

want to talk about it now…’ I thank God that the 

good spirit is alive and active. St Ignatius 

encourages us to be alert to all the ways we con 

ourselves that keeping secrets hidden in the dark is 

a necessary or acceptable way to live. 

May this Advent be the season in which we bring to 

consciousness all the things that stop us from being 

fully alive and basking in the light. May our 

preparation for Christmas confirm us in the truth of 

Haugen's words about Jesus Christ and humanity. 

You shall be the path that guides us, you the light 

that in us burns; 

Shining deep within all people, yours the love that 

we must learn, 

For our hearts shall wander restless, 'til they safe to 

you return; 

Finding you in one another, we shall all your face 

discern.  © Richard Leonard S 

 
 



 

 
 
Garden Club was rescheduled to Wednesday 

this week due to the weather.   

 
The students helped Meaghan prepare a 

garden bed to plant new seedlings and 

also did some more harvesting! 

 
 

 
Kai, Annique and Lily enjoyed picking 

some beautiful lettuce 
 

 

 



 

  
 

 
 

Hello, my name is Lowenna 

E from 4/5F. 

Months ago I made a short 

film and entered it into 

Mystate Student Film 

Festival.  

Last week I found out I 

made it into the Best Film 

finals and People’s Choice 

Award finals. There were14 

films all together. For the 

People's Choice Award, I 

need your vote. It will only 

take 42 seconds to watch, 

like and share. The film is 

called ‘Clockmaker’ and it is 

about a lonely clockmaker 

who tries to make a friend. 

Enjoy 
 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=1PXJpoN2tA8&list=

PL4W2E-

fcQgDF_Idb7_Z_zPTe6lViI4T9T

&index=5&t=0s 

 

And….Thankyou! 

 
Prep M  Christopher W 
For his effort and persistence when representing 
numbers using MAB blocks. 
Prep M  Cosette D 
For sharing her strategies for getting out of the pit 
when using MAB blocks. 
Prep E  Ethan C 
For producing a great piece of writing with detail. 
Prep E  Hugh F 
For being a focused learner and being a great 
friend to all his classmates. 
1/2R  Elijah E 
For his determination to improve his handwriting 
and written work. 
1/2R  Ruby P 
For having such a great growth mindset and always 
trying her best. 
1/2TW   Maeve D 
For making great improvement with her writing, 
applying new skills and strategies. Well done 
Maeve. 
1/2TW  Isaac G 
For trying very hard to concentrate during learning 
time. Your focus has been incredible. 
2T  Chiara M 
For always offering to help her classmates and 
teacher. 
2T  Kai Z 
For his wonderful effort and concentration during 
rocket writing. 
3/4M  Millie S 
For demonstrating consistent focus and 110% 
effort in all that she does. 
3/4M  Levi Z 
For impeccable manners in any situation. 
3/4PB  Noah S 
For showing persistence with a fractions and 
decimals task to ensure he got the correct answer. 
3/4PB  Jordan V 
For showing enthusiasm and a consistent love for 
learning. 
4/5F  Mason L 
For his great efforts in handwriting. Well done! 
4/5F  Cait M 
For persistently passing up work of an excellent 
standard. 
5/6M  Flynn O 
For his “have-a-go attitude” towards all areas of the 
curriculum. 
5/6M  Isabelle N 
For support and encouragement for all students in 
the yard. Especially noted during a basketball 
game. 
5/6P  Harry W 
For always using beautiful manners. 
5/6P  Maie B 
For always staying on task. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1PXJpoN2tA8&list=PL4W2E-fcQgDF_Idb7_Z_zPTe6lViI4T9T&index=5&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1PXJpoN2tA8&list=PL4W2E-fcQgDF_Idb7_Z_zPTe6lViI4T9T&index=5&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1PXJpoN2tA8&list=PL4W2E-fcQgDF_Idb7_Z_zPTe6lViI4T9T&index=5&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1PXJpoN2tA8&list=PL4W2E-fcQgDF_Idb7_Z_zPTe6lViI4T9T&index=5&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1PXJpoN2tA8&list=PL4W2E-fcQgDF_Idb7_Z_zPTe6lViI4T9T&index=5&t=0s


ESO AWARDS 
Victoria C 
For her wonderful job at learning the time. 

SPORTS STARS OF THE WEEK  
Annique S for excellent advances in her bike riding 
skills. 
Oliver S for excellent tennis skills 
 
JAPANESE AWARDS 
Jorden V for always making an effort to improve 
this Japanese. 
Lachlan M for consistently putting his best effort 
during Japanese. 

 

 

  

Saturday 14th March 2020 
 

The 2020 Carnival is in full swing!   

 

Carnival Working Bee and general clean up of 

the school will be held on Saturday 15th 

February 2020 @ 10:00am.  This was a huge 

success last year!  Bring the kids along and enjoy 

a BBQ after the big clean up.   

 

We are now starting to get our class & 

community stalls organised. 

o Tracy Paton is once again running our Pre 

Loved Clothing Stall (good quality!).  Tracy is 

ready to start taking donations!  So please 

leave all good quality clothing donations at 

the office or take directly to Tracy in the 

Library. 

 

o Our Home Made/Hand Made Stall will once 

again be running.  Looking for donations of 

any hand made goods eg quilts, knitted 

goods, jams or relishes!  These are just ideas 

and happy to take donations of anything 

creative 

 

o The Plant Stall is always looking for 

propagated plants.  So jump into your 

gardens and start potting up your cuttings! 

Positions that need filling urgently! 

 

The Silent Auction is one of the carnival’s main 

fundraisers. Anita Biddle has also decided to 

step down after organising it the last couple of 

years.  She has done an amazing job of 

organising the Silent Auction and she couldn’t 

have done it all without the help of Theresa 

Corby.  Anita would give the next volunteer a 

proper hand over. 

 

Please contact either the school office or the 

carnival committee 

(stambrosecarnival@gmail.com) if you would 

like to volunteer for any of the above 

positions.  Please remember we need as many 

helpers as possible! 

 

Do you love our school Carnival and want to see 

it go ahead in 2021? 

 

The Carnival is a huge part of not only the St 

Ambrose Community but the Woodend 

Community as a whole.  The current committee 

got together in mid 2018 to get the Carnival 

back up and running after a year off in March 

2018.   

At the end of our next Carnival, Saturday 14th 

March 2020, Anna Hardwick & Jess Tucker will 

be standing down as Carnival Co-Ordinators 

along with a number of other positions (see 

below).   

We are seeking people to join the Committee, 

take on these roles and to ‘shadow’ us for the 

up-coming Carnival.  This way a proper handover 

can be done. 

 

Please remember if roles are not filled there will 

be no Carnival in 2021. 

 

The roles which are needing to be filled for 

2020/2021 are: 

 

- Carnival Co-ordinator(s) 

- Treasurer 

- Secretary 

- Rides & Amusements 

- Entertainment 

- Social Media Co-ordinator 

 

We are looking forward to hearing from as many 

people as possible! Our next meeting will be held 

on Thursday 6th February 2020 @ 7:00pm in 

the staffroom and anyone is welcome!!! 

If you have any questions relating to these 

positions please contact Anna Hardwick or 

Jessica Tucker. 

mailto:stambrosecarnival@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Showing 13, 14 & 15 December 2019 

Our very own St Ambrose student, Mary F, will be 
performing in this show.  We believe it will be a very 

entertaining performance. 

“Orphaned and wrongfully convicted of murder, James 
Fenton is determined to follow his ambition to join Captain 
James Cook’s crew aboard the Resolution, but his 
predicament forces him to stowaway. However, all is not 
resolved as he becomes an accidental crew member of 
Cap’n Scargill’s tub, the Revolution, soon to become 
commandeered by Silas Tench, a villainous devil if there 
ever was one, and Shiner, his partner in piracy along with a 
mutinous crew which lusts for gold! The Gold Medallion, 
stolen by Silas and Shiner is the key to the treasure known 
as Fenton’s Gold, buried on San Angelo Island in the 
dangerous waters of the Caribbean. 

From treacherous pirates, to scandalous lawyers, to the 
semi-incompetent regal King’s Guard, everyone’s out to find 
Fenton’s Gold first. The question is, who will secure the 
treasure first, and who will make it back home safe and 
sound?” 

Venue 
Mountview Theatre, 
56 Smith Street 
Macedon, Victoria 3440 

Contact Details: 
Bookings: Trybooking.com 
Enquires: 0412 131 260 

 
 
 

 
 


