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NEWSLETTER NO .5 

FRIDAY ,  28 T H  FEBRUARY 2020 
 

 

Dear Parents, Students and Friends, 

 

It’s been an amazing week for so many reasons.  

The school is simply humming with learning and 

activity. 

 

 
 

Shrove Tuesday & Ash Wednesday School Sports 

A BIG thank you to Alison and Kate our amazing 

parent helpers who prepared pancakes for all of 

our students to mark ‘Shrove Tuesday’ also known 

as Pancake Tuesday  We appreciate your 

generosity! 

Thank you also to Mrs Meyer for preparing such a 

beautiful mass to celebrate Ash Wednesday and 

the beginning of the season of Lent. 

 
 

School Sports Day – Congratulations once again to 

Kristy Cavric, the staff, parents and especially our 

sports and house captains who together made this 

year’s School Sports Day such a special day.  

 
Census Day – Census Day is today the 28th of 

February, 2020.  This is a snapshot of the students 

who are enrolled on that day and the staff who are 

employed at the school.  As in previous years, the 

Catholic Education Commission of Victoria Ltd 

(CECV) requests the cooperation of schools in 

submitting both the February Census and a number 

of supporting surveys and data collections this year.  

The information collected is necessary for 

accountability to the Victorian Government and for 

planning purposes relating to the provision of 

Catholic schooling in Victoria.  Further information 

for families can be found as an attachment to this 

newsletter. 

 

Kindest regards, 

 

Debbie Geisler 

Acting Principal 

 

 



 

Dates for the Diary 
 

Term 1   Week 6  
Monday: 02.03 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

o Preps go full time 

o Cobaw Summer Sports – Gr.5&6 

Tuesday: 03.03 

Wednesday: 04.03 

o Class Mass – Gr 5/6 

o Canteen Day 

Thursday: 05.03 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 06.03 

o Canteen Day 

Saturday: 07.03 

Sunday: 08.03 

o 2nd SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

Week 7  
Monday: 09.03 

o LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Tuesday: 10.03 

o School Assembly 2.55pm 

o Garden Club 1.30 – 2.30pm (lunchtime) 

Wednesday: 11.03 

o Class Mass - TBA 

o Canteen Day 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp Information Night 

7pm 

Thursday: 12.03 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 13.03 

o Canteen Day 

Saturday: 14.03 

o SCHOOL CARNIVAL DAY 

Sunday: 15.03 

o 3RD SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

Week 8 
Monday: 16.03 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

o Whole School Cross Country 

Tuesday: 17.03 

o St Patrick’s Day 

o Grade 5 visit Sacred Heart College 

Wednesday: 18.03 

o Canteen Day 

o Reconciliation Reflection Day and 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 7pm 

Thursday: 19.03 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

Friday: 20.03 

o National Day of Action Against Bullying and 

Violence 

o Canteen Day 

Saturday: 21.03 

Sunday: 22.03 

o 4th SUNDAY OF LENT 

Week 9  
Monday: 23.03 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am 

o School Assembly 3.00pm 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Tuesday: 24.03 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

o Garden Club 1.30 – 2.30pm (lunchtime) 

Wednesday: 25.03 

o Canteen Day 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Thursday: 26.03 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

o Preps in PJs Night 6.00pm 

Friday: 27.03 

o Canteen Day 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

o End of Term Whole School Mass 2.30pm 

o Dismissal Time 3.30pm 

Saturday: 28.03 

Sunday: 29.03 5th SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

 
As part of our Child Safety Policy we require all 

parents and visitors to our school to report to 

the office and sign in before continuing into 

the school classrooms or grounds.  It is crucial 

that the school knows who is on the premises 

at all times for the safety of all.   

Also, if you are picking your child up early, for 

any reason, please complete an early 

departure form so that the classroom teacher 

is informed of your child’s whereabouts and so 

the Attendance Roll can be updated and 

kept accurate.  

 
 

 
Even our future students joined in the fun of Sports 

Day!!! 



Reconciliation 
Family Night 

 
 

On Wednesday evening Rev Elio Capra 

graced our presence and gave a very 

engaging presentation to the parents of 

our grade three students who will be 

receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

on the 18th of March.  Elio highlighted the 

‘damage’ that we feel when we hold 

things in and don’t mend relationships such 

as; stress, anxiety and feeling isolated.  Elio 

also discussed the benefits of being open, 

honest and communicating how you feel 

which results in feeling; calm, connected, 

relief and contented!  Elio commented 

how impressed he was with the active 

participation of our parents. 
 

 
 

While the parents were with Rev Elio our 

Reconciliation candidates went with Mrs 

Meyer and Mr Portelli to the performing arts 

room to take part in some activities. 

 

At the Reconciliation workshop on 

Wednesday night we learned how to 

communicate with each other by playing 

a group untangling game.  

 

 
At first we weren't allowed to speak and 

we found that very hard.  

 
After that, we were allowed to speak and 

we found that easier.  It shows that 

communication works! 

Art Response 

 



 
John, Matthew & Seth had an interesting 

picture to complete a See Think Wonder 

thinking routine on.  They wondered if the 

cage people symbolised that it is 

sometimes hard to forgive but it is 

important if you are friends. 

 

 
We thought that our picture meant letting 

our sins go by asking for forgiveness which 

in turn brings in happiness and makes us 

feel better. We thought our person is saying 

sorry and God is forgiving him and bringing 

happiness to the man. 

In the picture, we saw an angel singing to 

God with a halo. We also saw a heart 

within the angel. The colours in the picture 

were red, orange, blue, purple, brown, 

white, pink, yellow, black and green. 

 

We wondered why there was a big swirly 

sunset? 

Why is the person green?  

Why is there white in the middle of the 

orange/red? 

 

We loved the night! 

 

Chiara, Chloe and Zara 

 

 
Isla, Tahli & Maddie responded…I think the 

image relates to Penance because they 

are saying sorry and they are looking after 

each other. 

 
 

 



 
 

What can students do if bullying 

happens? 

 
What can I do if I am being bullied in 

person? 
If you are being bullied, and you feel safe to do 

so: 

 ignore them 

 tell them to stop and then walk away 

 pretend you don’t care - try to act 

unaffected or unimpressed 

 go somewhere safe 

 talk to an adult at the school or at home 

eg: classroom or yard duty teacher 

 get support from your friends; ask friends, 

parents or teachers for their help to deal 

with the issue safely. 

Having the courage to talk to someone is 

important if you are being bullied. Sometimes, 

just telling someone firmly to stop bullying you 

can be effective. 

If that doesn’t work, ask friends, parents or 

teachers for their help to deal with the issue 

safely. 

 

What can I do if I am being bullied online? 
If you are being bullied online (cyberbullied), and 

you feel safe to do so: 

don't respond to the message or image 

save the evidence as a screenshot if you wish to 

use it as part of dealing with the bullying 

block the sender and delete the message 

report the situation to the website or Internet 

Service Provider 

talk to trusted people—friends, adults, teachers, 

parents and police if necessary. 

Read some more tips about staying safe online 

on the website: www.bullyingnoway.gov.au 

 

What can I do if I see someone else being 

bullied? 
If you see someone else being bullied, and feel 

safe to do so, you can: 

 refuse to join in 

 not watch 

 tell the person doing the bullying to stop 

 tell the person doing the bullying that you 

will talk to a teacher 

 say something supportive to the person 

who is being bullied or invite them to join 

your group 

 say to the person being bullied that the 

other person’s behaviour is not okay 

 leave negative online conversations – 

don’t join in with online bullying. 

Bullying. No Way! Take 
Action Every Day 

 

 

This Weekends Gospel 
Matthew 4:1-11 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Matthew 

Jesus fasted for forty days and nights. 

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the 

wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He 

fasted for forty days and forty nights, after 

which he was very hungry, and the tempter 

came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of 

God, tell these stones to turn into loaves.’ But 

he replied, ‘Scripture says: 

Man does not live on bread alone 

but on every word that comes from the mouth 

of God.’ 

The devil then took him to the holy city and 

made him stand on the parapet of the 

Temple. ‘If you are the Son of God,’ he said, 

‘throw yourself down; for scripture says: 

He will put you in his angels’ charge, 

and they will support you on their hands 

in case you hurt your foot against a stone.’ 

Jesus said to him, ‘Scripture also says: 

You must not put the Lord your God to the 

test.’ 

Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the 

devil showed him all the kingdoms of the world 

and their splendour. ‘I will give you all these’, 

he said, ‘if you fall at my feet and worship me.’ 

Then Jesus replied, ‘Be off, Satan! For scripture 

says: 

You must worship the Lord your God, 

and serve him alone.’ 

Then the devil left him, and angels appeared 

and looked after him. 

http://www.bullyingnoway.gov.au/
https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw005


Gospel Reflection 
In the Gospel, Jesus is confronted with 

temptations. Ultimately, the temptation that 

faces Jesus relates to his purpose and ministry – 

will he trust to God’s vision of the suffering 

servant who will bring about a change of heart 

in the people, or will he be the sort of Messiah 

that the people hoped for: a triumphant, 

glorious victor over all who stood in his way. He 

is tempted to break his self-imposed fasting, to 

test God’s promise of nurture and security, and 

to seek glory and personal power. Jesus holds 

fast to God’s vision. 

 
Scriptural context – Trusting God 
The testing and temptation of Jesus echoes 

the plight of the people of Israel as they 

wandered in the desert for forty years. They 

relied on God to provide them with food and 

protection and ultimately lead them into the 

land that was promised to them. They had to 

trust that God would deliver these things in 

God’s own time and way. Jesus is tempted to 

ignore God’s time and ways by seizing for 

himself food, protection and ownership of the 

land. The temptations of Jesus and the people 

of Israel are all about trusting God. 

 

Have you thought? – An invitation 
Lent is a season of invitation. It is an invitation 

to step into the desert with Jesus; to confront 

our own purpose and ministry and to renew 

our trust in God’s vision for the world and for us 

individually. Seen in this light, Lent is so much 

more than fasting from meat and giving up ice 

cream for a few weeks. The whole idea of 

fasting and sacrifice is an attempt to simplify 

our lives. Through simplifying our life and 

removing some of the daily distractions, we 

can share in the desert experience of Jesus 

and then truly celebrate the hope reborn in 

the Easter season. © Greg Sunter 

 

The Big “IF” 

“If you’re so tough,” the young kid from across 

the street taunted, “why don’t you jump off 

the roof?” My mate and I had climbed up high 

on the garage roof and it felt like we were 

pretty cool up there. We could look down the 

street all the way to the railroad tracks. We 

could see down all the backyards on our block 

and even right around the back to where our 

friend Susie Stephens was splashing in her pool. 

Wow! Who knew our neighbourhood could 

look so exciting!  

But now the mean kid across the street was, in 

essence, telling us he didn’t think we were so 

cool. “If you’re so brave,” he sneered, “go 

ahead and jump”. I looked down and got 

dizzy and kind of sick. I sure didn’t want to 

jump down, but I didn’t want to seem chicken, 

either.  

The devil tried the same tactic on Jesus in this 

week’s gospel. “If you are the Son of God ...,” 

he taunts. Luckily, Jesus had just come from his 

Baptism in the Jordan and he knew for sure he 

was God’s beloved son. The devil had nothing 

to offer him that he didn’t already have. 

As for me and my mate, we weren’t so certain 

about our own bravery, and we thought we 

had a lot to prove - to the mean kid and to 

ourselves. Did we jump? Well, let me just say 

that my ankle is always the first to know when 

rain is heading our way. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

On Tuesday we had our annual Sports Day.  The 

day began with the House team events.  It was 

great to see everyone supporting one another.  

Junior and Senior students were enjoying their 

time together.  After recess we started the 

class events.  Everyone had lots of fun 

competing in activities like the water balloon 

toss, tug of war, caterpillar race, sprints, egg & 

spoon race, parachute and the Grade 6 dress-up 

race!  We were happy the rain did not interfere 

with the day.  Thank you to all the parent 

helpers, staff and students that helped make 

the day such a success.  A special thank you to 

our sports teacher, Mrs. Cavric for all her hard 

work and enthusiasm to create such an enjoyable 

day for all. 

 

Congratulations to all the teams for the 

following results: 

 

1st Lourdes 

2nd Mercy 

3rd Fatima 

4th Carmel 

 

By: Noah & Arabella (2020 Sports Captains) 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

P/1M Varli F 

For approaching new challenges with a positive 

growth mindset. 

P/1M Leon G 
For recording the sounds that he hears when 

writing. 

P/1R Holly M 

For being a self-motivated and engaged learner. 

P/1R Emrys G 

For his great focus and contributions during class 

discussions. 

1/2E Sonny B 

For consistently demonstrating an outstanding work 

ethic! 

1/2E Pippa A 

For putting in a great deal of effort in all class tasks 

and working well with others. 

1/2O Mila H 

For her exceptional perseverance when facing 

challenging tasks. 

1/2O Indie R 

For sharing her expertise and helping a friend in 

Maths. 

3/4C Kobe V 

For having a positive mindset and moving beyond 

your comfort zone.

3/4C Jemima D 

For a positive attitude to learning and always 

having a go. 

3/4F Millie S 

For always presenting her work in a neat and 

careful way! 

3/4F Ryder S 

For always offering to help in the classroom.  

Thank you Ryder! 

3/4P Owen V 

For an excellent Growth Mindset poster. 

3/4P Chiara M 

For her well thought out acrostic poem of 

forgiveness. 

5/6M Aulani B 

For her understanding of the “5 Semiotic System” 

to analyse an image. 

5/6M Will C 

For his “setting the scene” writing piece. 

5/6R Noah H 

For doing an outstanding job as Sports Captain and 

for keeping the sports equipment organized. 

5/6R Lucy K 

For exceeding expectations with the quality of her 

work. 

SPORTS STARS OF THE WEEK  
Luke C – for sportsmanship behavior during tennis 

trials. 

 

Georgia J – for offering leadership and support 

during PE lessons. 

 

JAPANESE AWARDS 
Alexandra M – for always making an effort to use 

Japanese both during Japanese class and outside the 

classroom. 

 

Harry M – for showing great initiative when 

practicing writing numbers using Kanji symbols. 

 
17 Feb  Nick G 

20 Feb  Riley C 

23 Feb  Victoria C 

23 Feb  Hayley Z 

24 Feb  Sidney M 

  Joseph E 

25 Feb  Bruno B 

27 Feb  Sonny B 

  Nicholas Mc 

1 Mar  Justin F 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 





 


