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Dear Parents, Students and Friends,  

 
2020 Carnival Committee  

 

I need to start this newsletter with a positive!  On 

behalf of al l the staff, parents and students of St 

Ambrose I would like to thank this yearõs Carnival 

Committee for their hard work, enthusiasm and 

dedication in organising this yearõs St Ambrose  

Community Carnival.  

Committee Members  

Anna Hardwick  

Jess Tucker 

Helen Edwards  

Kristy Woodhouse  

Kate Killick  

Thor McGeechan  

Danielle Galle  

Jane Oldland  

Mekael Embleton -Smith 

Chris McGregor  

 

This amazing group of parents generously gave of 

their time and energy over the last 9 months to 

create a carnival tha t was going to beéand will be 

spectacular!  

Once the decision to cancel the carnival was 

made, this well -oiled machine switched gears and 

was able to get the word out to the wider 

community so that the Racoõs Fruit & Veg stall sold 

everything that night  in two hours ! 

 
 

 
Car nival Committee members helping Jodie get 

books to our families at pick -up!  

 

 



A special mention to:  

The Raco Family ð for the Fruit & Veg Stall  

Juddie Boyd ð for the Silent Auction  

Tracey Paton ð for the Second -hand Clothes  

Jodie Warner ð for the Book Sta ll 

Pauline Johnson ð for the Scones!  

 

Thank you to the above stall holders who were all 

able to action their stalls.  An even bigger thank 

you to all the businesses and individuals who 

generously gave a donation.   

The money raised will support the running  of our 

next carnival éé. which will be held on:  

 

Saturday 13 th  
March, 2021  

 

Hopefully this gives everyone in our school 

community something wonderful to look forward to!  

 

 
 

Enrolments for Siblings for 2021  
 

Just a reminder to our current families, if you have a 

child  starting in Prep in 2021 you need to collect an 

Enrolment Pack from the office.   

Enrolments for the 2021 school year close on Friday 

5th June, 2020.  

 

 

Update on COVID -19 

The current advice from the Victorian Chief Health 
Officer is that schools remain open. This advice is 
constantly under review and we will update you if 
it changes. 

Restrictions on public gatherings 
The additional restrictions on public gatherings of 
more than 100 people that took effect on 
Wednesday do not apply to schools. 

Liturgy and sacramental guidelines 
On Wednesday, the Bishops of Victoria issued new 
guidelines regarding the celebration of liturgies 
and sacraments. 

Public liturgies and celebrations of Mass have been 
suspended. Clergy have been encouraged to 
celebrate Mass privately and the Bishops 
encourage us all to participate spiritually. 

All Catholics in Victoria are dispensed from their 
Sunday obligation until further notice. 

Fr. Martin would like you to know that the church 
will remain open to the parish community if you 
would like to still come into the church to pray. 

Self-isolation advice 
Individuals or schools seeking advice or clarification 
on self-isolation should refer to the fact 
sheet issued by the Australian Government 
Department of Health which is attached. 

The fact sheet is available in multiple languages. 

Aged-care visits 
To protect the elderly members of our community 
who are more vulnerable to COVID-19, no school 
students or school groups of any size should visit 
aged-care facilities. 

Supporting school communities 
We are all aware that some people in our school 
communities have heightened levels of concern 
and anxiety regarding the many impacts of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

These thoughts and feelings are normal and 
understandable. 

Most adults and children will be able to manage 
these feelings through being resilient and 
practising positive coping skills. 



However, some may feel overwhelmed and unable 
to adequately express their concerns. This may 
result in escalated levels of distress or worry. 

Conversations with children and young people 
Families and caregivers of children and young 
people should discuss news of the virus with those 
in their care in an open and honest way. 

Try to relate the facts without causing alarm, and 
in a way that is appropriate for their age and 
temperament. 

It is important to listen to any questions they may 
have, and to let them know that they are safe and 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΦ 

If the media or the news is getting to be too much 
for them, encourage them to limit their exposure. 

Resources 
A range of key resources, including videos and tips 
for young people, have been collated for you to 
share with your staff, students and families to help 
promote ongoing wellbeing and good health across 
your school community: 

¶ SPECIAL REPORT: Coronavirus ς Dr Michael 
Carr-Gregg developed this video for 
parents and school staff. 
https://schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/speci

al-report-coronavirus  Catholic Education 
Melbourne acknowledges the generosity 
of SchoolTV in making the report 
accessible to parents and staff in Catholic 
school communities 

¶ How to talk to your children about 
coronavirus ς ABC News article 

¶ Worried about your child getting 
ŎƻǊƻƴŀǾƛǊǳǎΚ IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
know ς The Conversation article 

¶ Talking to children about natural disasters, 
traumatic events, or worries about the 
future ς This Emerging Minds video 
introduces ways for parents and carers to 
manage media coverage of traumatic 
events, and talk to their children about 
their worries and fears 

¶ Traumatic events, the media and your 
child ς This Emerging Minds fact sheet 
provides guidance on how to support and 
reassure children during ongoing media 
coverage of COVID-19. 

Try to maintain a practical and calm approach 
While families are the main source of comfort and 
information, school staff play a key role in 
supporting and reassuring children and young 
people. Familiarity, predictability and stability in 
ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ 
of safety and capacity to manage emotional 
responses. 

Kindest regards,  
Debbie Geisler 
Acting Principal 

 

SANDPIT 

IMAGINATION!  
 

 
 

On Tuesday at the end of lunch I captured 

Dash, Orlando and Hugo smiling from ear 

to ear as they admired  their sandpit 

creation.   

 

There was a mountain, a tunnel, hidden 

supplies,  a din osaur  and much, much 

more ! 
 

Dates for the Diary  
 

Term 1   Week 9  

Monday: 23.03 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am  

o School Assembly 3.00pm  - CANCELLED 

o Grade 6 Canberra Camp  - POSTPONED 

Tuesday: 24.03 

o Garden Club 1.30 ð 2.30pm (lunchtime)  

Wednesday: 25.03 

o Cant een Day  

o End of Term Whole School Mass 9.30am  - 

CANCELLED 

Thursday: 26.03 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm  

http://coms.cem.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=363fb3bd-0ccf-4bba-9769-e0e106a44829&sid=0b248cfa-1aba-4f7f-bde0-e14ef774b96d&url=https%3a%2f%2fschooltv.me%2fwellbeing_news%2fspecial-report-coronavirus
https://schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-coronavirus
https://schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-coronavirus
http://coms.cem.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=363fb3bd-0ccf-4bba-9769-e0e106a44829&sid=0b248cfa-1aba-4f7f-bde0-e14ef774b96d&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.abc.net.au%2fnews%2f2020-03-04%2fhow-to-talk-to-children-about-coronavirus%2f12020324
http://coms.cem.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=363fb3bd-0ccf-4bba-9769-e0e106a44829&sid=0b248cfa-1aba-4f7f-bde0-e14ef774b96d&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.abc.net.au%2fnews%2f2020-03-04%2fhow-to-talk-to-children-about-coronavirus%2f12020324
http://coms.cem.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=363fb3bd-0ccf-4bba-9769-e0e106a44829&sid=0b248cfa-1aba-4f7f-bde0-e14ef774b96d&url=https%3a%2f%2ftheconversation.com%2fworried-about-your-child-getting-coronavirus-heres-what-you-need-to-know-131909
http://coms.cem.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=363fb3bd-0ccf-4bba-9769-e0e106a44829&sid=0b248cfa-1aba-4f7f-bde0-e14ef774b96d&url=https%3a%2f%2ftheconversation.com%2fworried-about-your-child-getting-coronavirus-heres-what-you-need-to-know-131909
http://coms.cem.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=363fb3bd-0ccf-4bba-9769-e0e106a44829&sid=0b248cfa-1aba-4f7f-bde0-e14ef774b96d&url=https%3a%2f%2ftheconversation.com%2fworried-about-your-child-getting-coronavirus-heres-what-you-need-to-know-131909
http://coms.cem.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=363fb3bd-0ccf-4bba-9769-e0e106a44829&sid=0b248cfa-1aba-4f7f-bde0-e14ef774b96d&url=https%3a%2f%2fvimeo.com%2f394049129
http://coms.cem.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=363fb3bd-0ccf-4bba-9769-e0e106a44829&sid=0b248cfa-1aba-4f7f-bde0-e14ef774b96d&url=https%3a%2f%2fvimeo.com%2f394049129
http://coms.cem.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=363fb3bd-0ccf-4bba-9769-e0e106a44829&sid=0b248cfa-1aba-4f7f-bde0-e14ef774b96d&url=https%3a%2f%2fvimeo.com%2f394049129
http://coms.cem.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=363fb3bd-0ccf-4bba-9769-e0e106a44829&sid=0b248cfa-1aba-4f7f-bde0-e14ef774b96d&url=https%3a%2f%2fd2p3kdr0nr4o3z.cloudfront.net%2fcontent%2fuploads%2f2018%2f09%2f11091906%2fDisasters-the-Media-and-Children.pdf
http://coms.cem.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=363fb3bd-0ccf-4bba-9769-e0e106a44829&sid=0b248cfa-1aba-4f7f-bde0-e14ef774b96d&url=https%3a%2f%2fd2p3kdr0nr4o3z.cloudfront.net%2fcontent%2fuploads%2f2018%2f09%2f11091906%2fDisasters-the-Media-and-Children.pdf


o Preps in PJs Night 6.00pm  - POSTPONED 

Friday : 27.03 

o NO CANTEEN 

o Dismissal Time 3.30pm  

Saturday: 2 8.03 

Sunday: 29.03 5th SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

 
 

 

Dates for Term Two  
 

Term 2   Week 1  
Monday: 13.04 

o EASTER MONDAY ð Public Holiday  

Tuesday: 14.04 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am  

o School Assembly 3.00pm  

Wednesday: 15.04 

o Whole School Easter Mass 9.30am  

Thursday: 16.04 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm  

Friday : 17.04 

o Dismissal Time 3.30pm  

Saturday: 18.04 

Sunday: 19.04 2nd  Sunday of Easter  

 

Week 2  
Monday: 20.04 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am  

o Uniform Shop open 8.30 -9.00am  

Tuesday: 21.04 

Wednesday: 22.04 

o Canteen Day  

o Eucharist Parent Planning  Night  7pm  

Thursday: 23.04 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm  

Friday : 24.04 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 25.04 

o ANZAC DAY  

Sunday: 26.04 3rd Sunday of Easter  

 

Week 3  
Monday: 27.04 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am  

o School Assembly 3.00pm  

Tuesday: 28.04 

Wednesday: 29.04 

o Canteen Day  

o Class Mass TBA 

Thursday: 30.04 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm  

Friday : 01.05 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 02.05 

Sunday: 03.05 4th Sunday of Easter  

 

Week 4  
Monday: 04.05 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am  

o Uniform Shop open 8.30 -9.00am  

o FAMILY WEEK 

Tuesday: 05.05 

Wednesday: 06.05 

o Canteen Day  

o Motherõs Day Breakfast 7.30am &  

o Motherõs Day Stall  

o Whole School Mass 9.30am  

Thursday: 07.05 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm  

Friday : 08.05 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 09.05 

Sunday: 10.05 5th Sunday of Easter  

 

Week 5  
Monday: 11.05 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am  

o School Assembly ð 3.00pm  

Tuesday: 12.05 

Wednesday: 13.05 

o Canteen Day  

o Class Mass TBA 

o Eucharist Family Conversation Evening 7pm  

Thursday: 14.05 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm  

Friday : 15.05 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 16.05 

o Eucharist Presentation Mass 6pm  

Sunday: 17.05 6th Sunday of Easter  

o Eucharist Presentation Mass 10am  

 

Week  6  
Monday: 18.05 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am  

Tuesday: 19.05 

Wednesday: 20.05 

o Canteen Day  

o WHOLE SCHOOL PHOTOS 

 

Thursday: 21.05 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm  

Friday : 22.05 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 23.05 

Sunday: 24.05 The Ascension of the Lord  

 

Week 7  
Monday: 25.05 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am  

o School Assembly ð 3.00pm  

o Our Lady Help of Christians ð Patron Saint of 

Australia  



Tuesday: 26.05 

o National Sorry Day  

Wednesday: 27.05 

o Canteen Day  

o Class Mass TBA 

Thursday: 28.05 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm  

Friday : 29.05 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 30.05 

o FIRST COMMUNION SACRAMENT 6pm  

Sunday: 31.05 Pentecost Sunday  

o FIRST COMMUNION SACRAMENT 10am  

 

Week 8  
Monday: 01.06 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am  

o Uniform Shop open 8.30 -9.00am  

Tuesday: 02.06 

o National Sorry Day  

Wednesday: 03.06 

o Canteen Day  

o Cla ss Mass TBA 

Thursday: 04.06 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm  

Friday : 05.06 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 06.06 

o Woodend Winter Arts Festival  

Sunday: 07.06 The Most Holy Trinity 

o Woodend Winter Arts Festival  

 

Week 9  
Monday: 08.06 

o QUEENõS BIRTHDAY ð PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

o Woodend Winter  Arts Festival  

Tuesday: 09.06 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am  

o School Assembly ð 3.00pm  

Wednesday: 10.06 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 11.06 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm  

Friday : 12.06 

o Canteen Day  

Saturday: 13.06 

o FIRST COMMUNION SACRAMENT 6pm  

Sunday: 14.06 The Most Holy Body  and Blood of 

Christ 

o FIRST COMMUNION SACRAMENT 10am  

Week 10  
Monday: 15.06 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am  

o ART EXPO WEEK 

o Students Reports sent home  

Tuesday: 16.06 

Wednesday: 17.06 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 18.06 

o PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 3.45-7.45pm  

Friday : 19.06 

o Canteen Day  

o The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus  

Saturday: 20.06 

o The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary  

o FIRST COMMUNION SACRAMENT 6pm  

Sunday: 21.06 12th  Sunday of Ordinary Time  

 

Week 11  
Monday: 22.06 

o Staff Prayer & Briefing 8.15am  

o School Assembly ð 3.00pm  

Tuesday: 23.06 

o PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 3.45-7.45pm  

Wednesday: 24.06 

o Canteen Day  

Thursday: 25.06 

o Staff Meeting 3.45pm  

Friday : 26.06 

o Canteen Day  

o End of Term Mass ð 9.30am  

o End of Term Dismissal ð 3.30pm  

Saturday: 27.06 

Sunday: 28.06 13th  Sunday of Or dinary Time  

 

RECONCILIATION  
REFLECTION DAY 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
Thank you to Fr. Vinoth Santiago from St Brigidõs for 

supporting our special day.  

 

 

POSTPONED L 
We have received advice that the National 

Day of Action against Bullying and Violence 

(NDA) on Frida y 20 March 2020 is postponed.  

The new date for the NDA 2020 will be 

announced as soon as possible.  We will keep 

you updated with our schoolõs future NDA 

plans.  
 

Bullying. No Way! Take 
Action Every Day 

Alsoé. The planned action to raise money 

for the World Wildlife Fund - Australia (WWF) 

Bushfire Emergency Appeal has been 

postponed too!  

 

 
(A koala in a burnt tree, Kangaroo Island by: Julie Fletcher)  

 

We will keep you informed as to when 

both these very worthwhile events will 

be rescheduled!  

 

(Social Justi ce Team 2020)  
 

 

This Weekends Gospel  
John 9:1. 6 -9. 13-17. 34-38 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

John  

The blind man went off and washed himself 

and came away with his sight restored.  

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had 

been blind from b irth. He spat on the ground, 

made a paste with the spittle, put this over the 

eyes of the blind man and said to him, ôGo 

and wash in the Pool of Siloamõ (a name that 

means ôsentõ). So the blind man went off and 

washed himself, and came away with his sight 

restored.  

His neighbours and people who earlier had 

seen him begging said, ôIsnõt this the man who 

used to sit and beg?õ Some said, ôYes, it is the 

same one.õ Others said, ôNo, he only looks like 

him.õ The man himself said, ôI am the man.õ  

They brought th e man who had been blind to 

the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day 

when Jesus made the paste and opened the 

manõs eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him 

how he had come to see, he said, ôHe put a 

paste on my eyes, and I washed, and I can 



see.õ Then some of the Pharisees said, ôThis 

man cannot be from God: he does not keep 

the sabbath.õ Others said, ôHow could a sinner 

produce signs like this?õ And there was 

disagreement among them. So they spoke to 

the blind man again, ôWhat have you to say 

about him yours elf, now that he has opened 

your eyes?õ ôHe is a prophetõ replied the man. 

ôAre you trying to teach us,õ they replied ôand 

you a sinner through and through, since you 

were born!õ And they drove him away. 

Jesus heard they had driven him away, and 

when he fo und him he said to him, ôDo you 

believe in the Son of Man?õ ôSir,õ the man 

replied ôtell me who he is so that I may believe 

in him.õ Jesus said, ôYou are looking at him; he 

is speaking to you.õ The man said, ôLord, I 

believeõ, and worshipped him. 

 

 

Gospel  Reflection  
Humans see and judge by appearances, but 

God looks into the heart, and there finds the 

real person.  © Dianne Bergant CSA 

Living the Gospel ð Lenten Light  

The story of the man born blind is a perfect 

choice for the Lenten season. During this 

season we are invited once again to open our 

eyes to Jesus; to step out of darkness and into 

the light; to look towards the future with hope 

and not despair. When we celebrate the 

resurrection of Jesus at the Easter vigil, we 

celebrate the coming of the Light  of the World 

into our lives. This annual call to turn away from 

darkness and walk in the light is a powerful and 

poetic call to focus our lives on the way of 

Jesus. 

Gospel Focus ð None so blind  

Thereõs a very old saying that has its roots in the 

Bible but  is not a direct quote from the Bible: 

ôThere are none so blind as those who will not 

see.õ It would be a fitting summary of todayõs 

passage for there are two movements 

between darkness and light that are evident in 

the story. Firstly, there is the blind m an who can 

see. He can see physically but can also see 

the truth of who Jesus is. Secondly, there are 

the Jewish authorities who have physical sight 

but are completely blind to the truth of Jesus.  
© Greg Sunter 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Cross Country ¦ 

Fun in the Sun! 



 
Congratulations to all the students who 

participated in our whole school cross country 

on Monday. It was perfect weather conditions 

and all the children participated with a 

positive and determined attitude. Children 

aged 9 years and over who placed in the top 

5 qualify to compete at our district cross 

country event at Hanging Rock at a date to 

be determined (postp oned for the moment). 

Parents  of qualified students  will have received 

a Care monkey note regarding this.  

A big thank you to all the parents who ga ve 

up their time to volunteer as a timer, course 

marshal and so forth to make it a successful 

event.   Kristy Cavric - PE Teacher 

 
Kaidon and Fynn were very proud Carmel 

House Captains holding the Cross Country 

Shield which will be engraved with the winnin g 

house.

Ready? 
 

 
 

 
 

4DSt 

 
 

 
 


