
 

NEWSLETTER NO.10  TERM 2   

FRIDAY 26TH JUNE,  2020 

Our Vision: 
Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Upcoming dates 

Monday 13th July Term 3 Begins! 

Tuesday 14th July School Photos! 

 
 

Acknowledgement to country  

 

We acknowledge and respect Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people as the 

traditional custodians of the land upon which 

we live. 

We pay our respects to the Elders of the 

past, present and future and acknowledge 

their spiritual connection to Country. 

 

 

We thank you Lord, for this term. For 

the challenges, the successes, and the 

mistakes from which we have learnt. Be 

with us as we spend our time with 

family and friends. Give us strength and 

courage to do what is right: to be 

witnesses of our faith. Help us to be a 

practical Christian these holidays, to 

appreciate what others do for us, to give 

time and effort to help others. To be 

peacemakers in our family. Keep us 

safe in our activities; give us good rest 

and good fun. Bring us back refreshed and ready for a new term. We thank you for our 

classmates, teachers, parents and a community that cares for us. May we always be 

conscious of you in our lives. Amen 

 
  



Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends, 
 
I have had the pleasure of spending some time in the classrooms and looking 
through the children’s projects and workbooks with them. It was a joy to talk 
with students about their learning and to observe them settled into the school 
routines.  It was also wonderful to witness the progress being made by our 
junior school pupils with their story writing. Dragons were used as the stimulus 
for a rich and intriguing provocation. Indeed their stories are a delightful read, 
all reflecting the creative ideas and minds of the children. How proud they are 
of their efforts and in their growing abilities to record their thoughts and read 
them back as a narrative!  

 
Congratulations to all of our students on their 
achievements this semester. Indeed it has been a term 
to remember! We will email your children’s abbreviated 
semester one reports on Friday. Indeed, there is much to be proud of as you 
think back over the semester and on all of the adjustments students and their 
families have made to learn and grow under changing circumstances. 
 
As the term draws to a close I would like to thank our teachers who have put 
great thought and effort into delivering the curriculum in creative and 
differentiated ways to engage and support your children from their point of 
need. The wonderful support and positive energy 

directed into our great school by you our families makes our work more 
empowering for our children.  
 
The closing of a term offers time for reflection – a time to release old thoughts 
and beliefs, to celebrate our achievements and to learn from our challenges. 
Whatever has happened in the past term, the new term brings fresh beginnings. 
Exciting new experiences and relationships await. Let us be thankful for the 
blessings of the past and the promise of the future.  

 

The term break allows time for you to follow a more relaxed rhythm with your children. From what I 

have observed, many of your children may want to continue writing stories over the holidays. The 

following outlines the stages of writing development which may assist you. Just as you encouraged 

your children as they learned to speak through the babbling stage you can do the same with their 

writing development. Give them access to writing materials and encourage their attempts. Children 

learn through immersion and from praise as well as constructive feedback. 

Stages of 

Emergent Writing 

Emergent writers discover many ways to send written messages. The 

writing samples on this page demonstrate different kinds of writing 

evident in a junior classroom. Each sample demonstrates one or 

more of the qualities of effective writing. 

 



Drawing and Imitative Writing 

The child writes a message with scribbling that imitates “grown-up” writing. It 

shows individuality and an attempt to communicate with others. 

 

Copying Words 

The child copies words from handy resources like books, posters, and word 

walls. The writing makes sense and shows knowledge of letter formation 

and the concept of words. 

 

Drawing and Strings of Letters 

The child writes with random strings of letters to convey a message. The 

letters are formed well, but have no relationship to sounds. The writer is 

aware that print and art convey meaning. They often like to read their story 

out to you. 

 

Early Phonetic Writing 

The child writes words using initial letters (mostly consonants) to represent 

words and sounds. The writing shows individuality, focuses on a topic, and 

makes sense.  

 
 

 

Phonetic Writing 

As they learn more about letters and sounds they record these in words. 

The child writes words using letters to represent each sound that is heard. 

The words make sense and may be used for writing longer texts. 



Conventional/Some Phonetic 
Writing 

The child focuses on a topic and uses close-to-correct 

copy. The writing demonstrates an emerging voice. 

 

 
     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Ambrose Students are Stewards of Creation 
 
As part of the Inquiry this term, Grade One and Two students have been investigating ways in which 
we can "Reuse, Recycle and Reduce" the amount of waste so that we can care for our environment. 
Pope Francis calls us as stewards of the earth, to look after our common home, God's creation, by 
caring for all those around us and for considering better ways to live. 
 
Reusing milk cartons, rather than purchasing flower pots, the students, decorated the cartons and 
filled them with potting mixture and seeds to continue to create new growth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

    
 

 

One-Two O 
 

Year 1/2O made paper-mache monsters, which connected their inquiry learning with their literacy learning. They 
used newspaper because they have been learning about being sustainable and exploring ways to reuse things 
that we would otherwise throw away. They decided to do monsters because they have been reading the book, 
‘Where the Wild Things Are’ by Maurice Sendak.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Year 5-6 Expo Extravaganza! 
 
On Wednesday, 24th June, Grade 5/6 students hosted an 
outstanding Expo showcasing their Seven Week Home Learning 
Projects. The theme underlying their Project was ‘Sustainability 
and the ability to maintain a healthy environmental, social and 
economic systems in balance, on a global and local scale. 
 
The 7 week project was designed for students to express their 
individual creativity, challenge their innovation, and develop their 
creative thinking capabilities, so as to build up resilience needed 
to continue as lifelong learners. 
 
Students projects ranged from billy carts, rabbit hutches, 
composting and recycling, worm farms, cooking, mini green 
houses, crafting, animal enclosures to interviewing small 
businesses managing COVID -19.  
 
Congratulations to our senior students who actively engaged with  
our pupils across the whole school over the morning, informing 
them about their work. It was a most impressive exhibition which 
was a credit to them as well as their parents. 
 
School Calendar 
 
It is in your interests to look over the school calendar which you 
can access on our website. Given the circumstances of this year 
we have had to cancel or postpone many events. Because of 
this you will notice a change in the timing and sequence of our 
end of year events. We ask that you note these events into your 
calendars. You will notice that we will be allowing two days to 
conduct Numeracy Interviews with our children who will spend 
30-40 mins with their 2021 teacher. The purpose is for teachers 
to gain deep insight into your children’s mathematical thinking 
and reasoning as well as to have an opportunity to spend 1-1 
time with their 2021 teacher before the summer holidays. 

 

Pets at School 

 

To comply with OH&S as well as daily lesson plans we ask that you don’t bring pets into the classroom 

unless this has been pre-organised with the class teacher. During this period of COVID-19 we would 

prefer pets, like adults, say goodbye outside of our grounds. Given the recent spike of reported cases 

of COVID-19 we must comply with our guidelines to minimise the risk of the disease getting into our 

school. We thank you for your patience and understanding.  

 
 

School Sign  
 

We are in the process of designing a new sign for the front of our school. Pictured is the latest draft 

which we hope is inviting and child friendly and that it reflects the culture, vision and mission of our 

school. St. Ambrose, who is the patron saint of bees was also one of the four traditional Doctors of the 

Church who had notable influence in his time. Our patron St. Ambrose was the Bishop of Milan and 

became one of the most important theological figures of the 4th century. St. Ambrose is also the patron 

saint of Milan. If you would like to give feedback please email me directly on 

principal@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au with your comments by Monday June 29th.  

 

mailto:principal@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In alignment with our Horizons of Hope vision for Catholic Education it is our hope that your children 

feel inspired to learn, that they can actively engage in their learning and our community and that their 

time with us is a transforming experience. May together we remain, centred by faith, in partnership with 

community, providing excellence in learning.  
 

Flags 
We now have the Aboriginal, 

Australian as well as Torres 

Strait Islander flags flying to 

acknowledge the original 

custodians of our beautiful 

country as well as to represent 

our commitment to embracing differences, diversity and to being 

inclusive. As part of our Indigenous Studies the children will learn 

more about the flags and the culture they represent. 

 

 

Lisa Chesters Zoom Meeting with 5-6 M 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Yesterday, Will from 5/6M had the opportunity to interview Lisa Chesters MP via a google meet, 
regarding the research and data he had collected during his Seven Week Home Learning Project, on 
Sustainability and the economy. 
 
Will asked Ms Chesters several questions concerning the impact COVID-19 has had on our local 
small businesses and how the government is helping to support them. He also shared his data he 
had collected by interviewing a number of small businesses in the Macedon Ranges. Ms Chesters 
was very impressed with Will's report and hopes to use the data to help support those businesses 
which she will contact personally.  
 
Ms Chesters is looking forward to meeting Will and the rest of our Year 6 students in person, later in 
the year when we visit Parliament House during our Canberra Camp. 
 
It is fantastic that our students have used this opportunity to voice their thoughts and ideas. 

 

 

Cobaw & District Inter-School Sporting Events 
 

The collective decision to cancel all 2020 events was made regarding any inter school sport for the 
remainder of 2020. Under the current DET Guidelines, we are unable to organise any interschool 
sports at present. The CDSSA have decided that it is also in the interests of our children that they 
don’t mix. This was agreed due to the current guidelines not looking like lifting anytime soon, SSV 
cancelling most state events and the fact that our local shire doesn’t hire venues to us. Many 
stadiums etc. are not even open yet. It is therefore very hard to book or organise anything at this 
stage. Athletics is the major sport for term 3 however as we are looking at approx. 500 children who 
are at district level, a gathering of that number appears to be an unlikely prospect at this stage. 

 

Child Safety - Riding on the Footpath  

Congratulations to all of our children who showed responsibility and did a superb 

job remembering to walk their bikes and scooters along the front footpath. It is 

great to see families and students being active and riding to school with 

consideration to safety towards themselves and others. Thank you for your co-

operation. 

 

 

Casual Clothes Day: $800.00 

raised for Caritas! 

Your children have come dressed in casual clothes on this last 

day of the term and we sincerely thank you all for your 

generous donations. You have raised $800.00 for CARITAS!  

Each class raised between $50.00 and $80.00 with Year 5-6 R 

gaining the lead which means they will choose the bell music 

for next term.   

Congratulations children, this is a fine effort!  

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Remote Learning Surveys 
 

The period of remote learning has been a challenging time for us 
all, but despite the major disruptions to normal activities, there will 
be many valuable lessons derived from this period that we as a 
school, and the system, wish to take forward.  
 
To help capture the learnings from the remote learning period 
Catholic Education Melbourne, in conjunction with schools, parents 
and Dr Simon Breakspear from Agile Schools, has developed a set 
of optional surveys for schools. 

 

 The surveys are designed to be a quick and rapid capture of 
learnings while the experience is fresh, and is not designed to 
capture every aspect of schooling during the lockdown period. 

 

 These surveys complement learnings that are already being 
undertaking by schools, and by the system more broadly, in 
order to support our learning as an organisation. (More about 
why we should capture learnings at this time from Dr Simon 
Breakspear, Agile Schools) 

 

 The surveys are optional. 
 

 Data is anonymous and will be fed back to each school within 
three weeks of the survey window completion.   

 

 Surveys will be open from 16 June - 26 June. 
 

The surveys are designed to be a quick capture of learnings while 

the experience is fresh, and are not designed to capture every aspect of schooling during the lockdown 

period. Your feedback will be valuable in learning from the experience and improving education 

outcomes.  

Here is the link to the survey. It is expected the survey will take approximately 10 minutes to complete. 

Parent or Carer survey   

Thank you for taking the time to contribute to our learnings as a school and education system.  

School Photos 

Our school photos have been re-booked to be taken on Tuesday July 14th. Photo envelopes and 

ordering instructions have now been sent home (refer to Caremonkey).  Please email the office if you 

would like a sibling order envelope sent home if paying by cash/cheque. Children will need to be 

dressed in their full winter uniform on this day.  

Please note that Tuesday July 14th is the second day of Term 3.  Orders can be placed online during 

the holidays and up 10 days after photo day.  Online sibling orders closes 13/07/20 (midnight). 

http://www.advancedlife.com.au/ - Code C5C 51R QJA 

Social Distancing at Drop off & Pick up Times: Please Note 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/vg3vceokm5x2niu/AABhx3d9cBDr-x84C184gynka/CEM%20community%20video.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/vg3vceokm5x2niu/AABhx3d9cBDr-x84C184gynka/CEM%20community%20video.mp4?dl=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdzakg7uzMyjK7Wx5N4pRcegz93z2P6nmvnR6ZAtDkusIJHUQ/viewform
http://www.advancedlife.com.au/


As some of the Covid-19 restrictions have been relaxed we are called to remain vigilant into term 3. In 

order to minimise the risk of the virus getting into our school we ask that you strictly adhere to our 

guidelines – Return to School Guidelines.  The greatest risk of spreading infection is through adults. 

As much as we love to see you, we ask that you do not come onsite unless necessary and you have 

pre-arranged your visit with your child’s teacher or the office.  

A reminder that Templeton Street drop off and pickups are for families who are not going onto the 

school grounds or needing to park for longer than a few minutes. Now that we have all of our students 

back at school it is more critical you drop off and pick up promptly from Templeton Street to allow 

for the greater volume of traffic to move through effortlessly as well as safely. If you need to park for 

longer than a few minutes or if you have arranged to go in to the office you will need to park in Anslow 

or Urquhart Street.  

Thank you for your efforts in complying with our guidelines to maintain social distancing when dropping 

off and picking up your children as well as staying off the school premises as much as possible. When 

school resumes next term as per our guidelines we will continue to ask that at pick up time you 

remain inside your car until you see your child/ren approaching. You may then step out of the car 

to greet and assist them if needed. When you are out of your car make sure you keep a safe distance 

from others. 

22 June Chloe Q (3/4P) 
23 June Jesse W (5/6M) 
24 June Ethan C (1/2O) 
25 June Sammy I (P/1R) 
26 June Sophie O (3/4P) 
27 June Aidan S (3/4F) 
   Caellan B (3/4C) 
   James K (3/4C) 
6 July  Freddie S (5/6R) 
   Kitty R (1/2O) 
7 July  Sophie H (3/4P) 
8 July  Will C (5/6M) 
   Nina C (3/4P) 
10 July  Hamish F (3/4F) 

It’s Time to Enrol Now for 2021! 
 
We have had pleasing interest in our school and already have many new enrolments for 2021. If you 
are a current parent who is seeking enrolment for a sibling in 2021 it would assist us if you pick up 
enrolment forms from our office and enrol as soon as you are ready. If you know anyone who would 
like to enrol for next year we are encouraging people to do so now. This will assist us 
with our planning for next year. Enrolments for 2021 close on 24 July 2020. 
 
Thank you for your warm welcome into your vibrant community. I am delighted to be here and look 
forward to working with you into the future to recognise the full potential of our special school. I would 
like to wish you all a peaceful and relaxing break. We look forward to seeing your eager and cheerful 
faces next term!  
 

Kind regards,  

  

Bronwyn Phillips  

Principal  

https://sites.google.com/sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/stambrose-learningfromhome/home%23h.4q5bs7t8830m


Year 5-6 Expo 

     

     

     

    

    



 

     

     

     

                      

     
  



The Prep/One classes had a “Monster Chef” morning. They read the picture book Monster Chef by Nick Bland. 

The children then created their own monster soup and used adjectives to describe their ingredients. 

              

             

 

Community News 

    



 

Woodend Dragons Aldi MiniRoos restarted on Saturday 20th June. 

 

Day of week:  Saturday 20th June 2020 for 12 weekly sessions 
 
Start Times:  VERY IMPORTANT - Staggered start times by age group: 

 
4-6 year olds - Training starts @ 9.30am - You must arrive onto the playing ground with your child(ren) at 
9.15am 
 
7-9 year olds - Training starts @ 9.45am - You must arrive onto the playing ground with your child(ren) at 
9.30am 

 
10-12 year olds - Training starts @ 10.00am - You must arrive onto the playing ground with your 
child(ren) at 9.45am 
 
Finish Time:  Each session by age group will run for one hour 
 
Location:  Buffalo Sports Stadium (1-29 Forest St, Woodend VIC 3442) 

 
For further details please contact Dave Keenan - 0404122968, Adam Graves - 0418508847, Adrian Sisk – 
0403923852 

 

  

 



 

 


