
 

NEWSLETTER NO.4  TERM 3   

FRIDAY 8T H  AUGUST,  2020 

Our Vision: 
Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Feast of St Mary McKillop 8 August 2020 

2021 Carnival Committee Meeting 10 August 2020 

Student Free Day – Staff professional learning 31 August 2020 

School Photos 11 September 2020 

End of Term 3 – dismissal 2.30pm 18 September 2020 

 
We acknowledge and respect Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people as the traditional 
custodians of the land upon which we gather. We pay our respects to the Elders of the 
past, present and future and acknowledge their spiritual connection to Country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends, 

On behalf of the staff of St Ambrose I would like to thank you for the 

feedback that you have shared to support us in planning what we hope is 

a clear, engaging and flexible program during this next stage of home 

learning. I also thank our dedicated staff for all that they are doing to make 

our home learning programs thought provoking, engaging and easy to 

access. 

St Ambrose Remote Learning- Finding your Sacred Space-You are 

not Alone.  

It is our hope that during these times where we could allow ourselves to 

be consumed by fear, dread and uncertainty that the format enables your 

children to continue their learning from home in a meaningful way where their minds stay open to 

different opportunities and to what is possible. We also hope that you all feel you have a voice and 

can remain connected with our community.  

 



Wellbeing is pivotal to support all areas of growth. We want you to feel supported and to know that 

we have taken on board your feedback in moving forward. As you would understand your responses 

varied. What worked for each of you within your diverse contexts and needs was different. What 

some wanted more of, others wanted less of.  There is never a one size fits all approach so we have 

allowed for you to participate in the learning programs in a manner that suits your family.  

All staff have collaborated over this week to refine our model so that you can interact with the tasks at 

your own pace and within a time frame that is achievable. Together, and with a positive attitude we 

can take on learning experiences for the remainder of this term with determination and hope. We 

encourage our children to approach their day using a growth mindset. We hope that the mixture of 

learning intentions evoke success, positivity, can be heart-warming, connecting, stress reducing and 

laughter inducing!   

We ask of our students what we also model ourselves, this time could be used to ignite a new 

passion, to find another way of doing, being and knowing. This time will pass which makes doing 

what we have to do now ok. Find your own rhythm and stay open to allowing time to give attention to 

the incidental opportunities that arise. 

In times of great stress or adversity, it helps to direct your energy into something positive. Obstacles 

don’t have to stop our progress, we can use them to problem solve and develop our capabilities. It is 

through this process that we learn and grow. 

You will notice when looking in our faith space that we invite you to set up a sacred space at home. 

This can be symbolic of your family finding your own sacred space within from which you make the 

most of the next six weeks. It is in your interests to read through the guidelines for home learning 

before you begin.  

We are here, you are not alone. If you have concerns or need anything further from what is in the 

portal, please email your child’s teachers directly and we will accommodate as best as we can. You 

can also contact myself or Debbie if you need to. 

Together, we can grow through these times. 

 

“Courage doesn’t always roar. Sometimes courage is the quiet voice at the end of the 

day, saying, “I will try again tomorrow.” M. Radmacher  

 

Staff Planning for Off-site 

Learning 

We have put our efforts this 

week into carefully planning this 

next stage of flexible learning. 

All staff appreciated this time 

and put considerable thought 

and effort into their 

programming. You can view 

what is on the portal from 5pm. 

 

 

 



The St Ambrose Learning from Home Portal is a gathering place for 

students, parents and staff.  It is designed to be the starting point for learning 

from which students can navigate to their learning activities.  

The St Ambrose Learning from Home Portal contains pages for each class 

level as well as a Parent Portal, a Wellbeing Wall, links to Tech support 

and Staff Contacts.  It will also be the place where we will post important 

updates, messages and videos.  

We aim to update the Portal on a weekly basis, so please check it regularly. 

https://sites.google.com/sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/stambrose-

learningfromhome 

We have offered examples of a daily timetable along with learning intentions and success criteria. 
Teachers have planned for Literacy, Numeracy, Inquiry and Religion to take from 2-3 hours each day. 
The specialists will provide a grid which you can use as a guide and work from if and when you can. 
Some of you may like to do one specialist task each afternoon and have a free day each week while 
others may prefer to stick to doing all on one day. Older students could plan their own timetable each 
day if that suits. You can make it work for your family and children. If you don’t get through all of the 
options that is ok. Do what you can as you can and enjoy the journey! 

Blank’s Levels of Questioning 

To encourage higher order thinking I have included Blank’s Levels of Questioning for your 
information. When working with your children you can promote deeper thinking by using this method. 
It is a questioning framework developed by Marion Blank, a renowned psychologist. There are four 
levels of questioning which move from simple, concrete questions to more difficult, abstract 
questions. Blank’s questions encourage development of general language and vocabulary as well as 
skills in comprehension, reasoning, inferencing, predicting and problem solving (Blank, 2000). I hope 
that you find it helpful. 
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Student Led Assemblies 

Our senior students have been doing a super job 

leading our online school assemblies. Pictured 

are Bronte and Freddie who talked to the classes 

about FOSALS (Friends of St Ambrose Library) 

after Laura G opened with a prayer and our 

school leaders presented awards. 

 

 

 

The Feast of Saint Mary of the Cross (MacKillop)                       The Artwork pictured is also in our church. 

(8th August) 

Mary MacKillop was very conscious of the plight of the poor and 

needy. She worked with families that lived in isolated areas of 

Australia. As a result, Mary MacKillop pioneered a new form of 

religious life in Australia and commenced a “system” of “Josephite" 

schools that would provide education, especially for the children of 

the poor.  

She was declared a Saint by Pope Benedict XVI on the 17th October 

2010 and is the Patron Saint of Australia.  Her connection with our St 

Ambrose Parish however, runs deeper than most, with the miracle of 

the healing of Jack Simpson, a student and parishioner at the time, 

considered as part of her canonisation.  

The Roman Missal has the following prayer for the Feast of St. Mary 

of the Cross (MacKillop). 

O God, source of all goodness, 

who have shown us in Saint Mary 

a woman of faith living by the power of the Cross, 

teach us, we pray, by her example 

to live the gospel in changing times                              

and to respect and defend 

the human dignity of all in our land.  

Through our Lord.  Amen 

 

              Remote Learning Quilt 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 3-4 STEM CHALLENGES 
 

  

 

 

                                                                                                             Mt. Macedon earlier this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St Ambrose Flexible Learning Term 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

P/1M Lucinda P for her enthusiasm, positivity and growth mindset towards all aspects of her learning. 

P/1M Billie H for exploring and using different strategies when adding. 

P/1M Madi Y for her positive disposition and effort when working towards her writing goal. 

P/1R Caleb S for his positive disposition and persistence towards improving his handwriting. 

P/1R Eire B for her terrific effort with identifying and blending sounds to read and write words. 

P/1TA Ruby W for using lots of reading strategies when reading tricky words. 

P/1TA Ryan K for working incredibly hard in all learning areas and for being a great example to his 

classmates. 

1/2E Austin S for demonstrating a positive and enthusiastic disposition to his learning! 

1/2E Max N for asking a thought provoking question about the story of Moses. 

1/2O Ava R for always supporting those around her and being the first to offer to help. Thank you! 

1/2O Xavier M for his commitment to reading and his exceptional focus and drive to complete tasks 

independently. 

3/4C Tahlia J for being an active and engaged learner and committed to improving your learning! 

3/4C Kobe V for increased confidence and willingness to step out of your "comfort zone". 

3/4C Isla W for being a motivated and driven learner. 

3/4P Owen V for reading with enthusiasm. 

3/4P Charlotte L for being an active participant in the classroom. 

3/4F Jordan V for showing leadership qualities both in and out of the classroom. 

3/4F Gracie C for always being willing to help or assist others. Thank you! 

5/6M Harry W for his positive mindset towards all of his learning. 

5/6M Zara C for her understanding of interior angle sums. 

5/6R Ben C for setting an example of excellence in behaviour and co-operation. 

5/6R Arwen R for tackling classroom tasks and group work in an organised manner. 

 

Sports Stars of the Week 
 
Sophie O for an enthusiastic and energetic approach to PE activities each week. 
 
Bruno B for being a competitive and fair sportsperson in games. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrol Now for 2021 

We have had pleasing interest in our school and already have many new enrolments for 2021. If you 
are a current parent who is seeking enrolment for a sibling in 2021 or you know of anyone who would 
like to enrol their child for next year, please make contact with the office as soon as possible. This will 
assist us with our planning for next year.  

 

A CV Poem 

The Corona Virus has hit our planet 

Affecting all lives, be they Tom, Dean or Janet  

Where has it come from, this major force? 

When scientists “crack it”, we’re sure to rejoice! 

 

So we need to find a way to live 

And still be confident our friendship to give 

Make a phone call, text or write: 

To those who are struggling, be a light. 

 

Seize each day and what it’ll bring; 

If you’ve extra time, then use it well 

For days fly by as wise ones tell! 

(Written by my dear and wise friend Maureen Murphy 

July 2020)                                                                                      Signs of the times…Mrs. Geisler’s laundry pictured above! 

‘Be calm, kind and carry on’  

Kind regards, 

Bronwyn Phillips 

Principal  

 

7 August  Amelia S, William Mc 
8 August Indie R-H 
9 August Mila H 



MS Read-a-thon 

For over 40 years – and after about a gazillion books – 
the MS Readathon has been igniting a passion 
for reading in children, all while helping people with 
multiple sclerosis. 
 
So please join St Ambrose on this epic adventure this 
August! 
 
The MS Readathon inspires little humans (and big 
humans) to read as much as they can, all for an 
incredible cause. 
 
The rules are simple. Read whatever you like, as much 
as you can, in August. All you have to do is 
get on line and register with our school. Best of all, by 
joining our schools quest, not only will you 
awaken a love of reading, you will also be helping kids 
who have a parent with MS. 
 
Any questions please feel free to contact me at 
tracey.paton@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au. 
 
Tracey Paton 
Librarian 
 

 
 



 


