
 

NEWSLETTER NO.7  TERM 3   

FRIDAY 28TH AUGUST,  2020 

Our Vision: 
Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Student Free Day – Staff professional learning 

Please note that there will be no on-site supervision on 
this day as staff are required to attend PD. 

31 August 2020 

School closed 

No students will be onsite today. 

Father’s Day Virtual Breakfast 7.30 am  

& Footy Colours Day 
4 September 2020 

End of Term 3 – dismissal 2.30pm 18 September 2020 

School Photos New date – 23 October 2020 

Students to wear full summer uniform (not sports uniform) 

 

We acknowledge and respect the past and present Elders, the 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and 

custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung people. Thank 

you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the 

past, for sharing it now and educating us for the future. We 

pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future 

and acknowledge their spiritual connection to Country 

Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,  

Thank you for another week of supporting 
your children in their learning. No doubt 
you have had challenges and frustrations 
but hopefully you have also had joyous 
moments and achievements to celebrate 
no matter how small. We know this time 
will pass. By accepting what is we can 
then eliminate resistance and make the 
most of each moment. With a growth 
mindset we will teach our children how to 
face each challenge with the view to 
learning and growing. We also have the 
opportunity to strengthen bonds and make 
warm memories. 

I have been contemplating what the return 
to school will look like this time. When we 
will return at this stage is still uncertain.  
After meeting with the Northern Region 
Principals last week, it was highly affirming 
to be able to reflect on our position at St 
Ambrose. Although there are challenges, 
we are fortunate to be where we are at this 
point in time. Living in regional Victoria, we 
have space and freedom to move; even if 
in a more limited way. My colleagues 
spoke of trying to lead and maintain a 



school community morale with parents, teachers, and in some cases, students, 
succumbing to the virus as well as high percentages of students living in 
apartment complexes with no freedom to move about. The educational 
opportunities for students in these areas have almost been exclusively screen-
oriented by necessity.  

After isolation and remote learning last time, we learned as a staff that the most 
important aspect of returning to school was supporting our student’s social and 
emotional wellbeing. Without face-to-face contact with peers for a sustained 
period of time, social interaction was critical. This time, the need may be even 
greater.  Therefore, a balanced approach to structured interactive-based learning 
opportunities may be a key consideration for when we return; notwithstanding 
the need for ongoing academic rigour.  

It is difficult to look too far beyond the present at the moment as 
circumstances change on a daily basis. In some ways, looking 
forward offers a sense of hope through hard times but also offers us 
the time to be strategic in supporting our student’s return to school by 
reflecting on previous experience and following the best current 
educational research. Educational researcher Pasi Sahlberg, an 
advocate for a 90-day ‘golden-age of play’ approach to school 
returns, states that students would still take part in more traditional 
academic tasks, but the school atmosphere should also be energised 
and, therefore, more efficient for teaching and learning, discovery and 
experimentation through play. 

Education expert John Hattie weighs in on the impacts of distance learning. 

For your information I have summarised an article by Wade Zaglas in a recent Education 

Review publication which I hope gives you some reassurance during this time. 

Professor John Hattie’s Visible Learning framework has been used in schools across 

Australia for years now to deliver consistent, evidence-based learning outcomes. St 

Ambrose staff have done the Visible Learning training and aim for at least one year’s 

growth across subject areas in their students each year.  

Visible Learning helps educators to not only structure a lesson effectively (e.g. through learning objectives and 

success criteria which you have seen included in your children’s online lessons), but also understand the 

extent to which different factors influence a student’s education (e.g. socioeconomic background, teacher 

efficacy and so on). One factor that has gone under the radar is the effect remote or distance learning will 

have on the learning outcomes of Australian students, and Hattie addresses this critical topic in a recent online 

blog.  

To begin, Hattie asks: “First, does it matter that students are not in the 

physical place called school?” Hattie highlights that, although no meta-

analysis exists on the effect on the length of a school year, traditional 

reviews show the effect to be “tiny”. Also, both Australia and the US 

have some of the longest school days and school years across all of 

the OECD countries, meaning we have some room to give. “If we take 

out one term/semester of 10 weeks, Australia and the US still have 

more in-school time compared with Finland, Estonia, Korea and 

Sweden” Hattie says. Hattie also mentions that data exists on the 

effect of teacher strikes and “lengthy shut outs”. He contends that the 

effect on student learning is very low before the middle years but increases “after middle school, especially in 

maths”.  

In summary, Hattie urges teachers and parents to not panic if students miss out on 10 weeks or so of face-to-

face learning during the COVID-19 pandemic. He also recommends no meaningless “busy work” over the 

period and to give students sufficient opportunities to learn things they do not know. After all: “It is not the time 

in class, but what we do in the time we have, that matters.”  

Although Hattie asserts that time away from school does not result in devastating learning outcomes, he 

cautions that equity is a far more concerning factor. “Students who come from well-resourced families will fare 



much better than those from lower resourced families. Other aspects of the home that can be controlled and 

do have an effect on learning include parental involvement and particularly parental expectations.  

On technology Hattie highlights that the effect size of technology has been low for the last 50 years, and 

remains so. “What we do matters, not the medium of doing it.” Although some forms of technology are highly 

effective, such as interactive videos, others such as laptops and mobile 

phones have a minimal or even negative effect. However, Hattie explains 

these effect sizes have been undertaken in classrooms and are therefore 

"not so relevant in this crisis”. 

Hattie recommends that educators and parents work together while 

accepting that the world is going through a difficult though temporary 

period so schooling will not look the same. He says not to get upset if 

students are not spending 5-6 hours every day in the belief that school is 

at home.  

Reference: https://www.educationreview.com.au/2020/04/education-expert-john-hattie-weighs-in-on-the-

impacts-of-distance-learning/ 

This week renowned educationalist Sir Ken Robinson who was a source of insight, 
inspiration and joy for educators over the world died of cancer. His passion and 
legacy will continue to influence schools for years to come. “The key is not to 
standardise education but to personalise it, to build achievement on discovering the 
individual talents of each child, to put students in an environment where they want to 
learn and where they can naturally discover their true passions.” 

“Vale, Sir Ken Robinson”. RIP  

 

Positive Behaviour for Learning 

A reminder that there will be no online meetings with students or onsite supervision on Monday August 31st as 

all staff will be engaging in Positive Behaviour for Learning PD.  

 

Throughout this day we will learn more about the 

pedagogy behind PBL and we will consider school 

wide expectations for behaviour for learning. This will 

be a whole school approach. Our year 3-6 students 

have already been asked to brainstorm 3 

expectations for behaviour in the classroom and  

3 expectations for behaviour in the playground that 
they think are important for our school. We will keep 
you updated. 
 
 

 

 

https://www.educationreview.com.au/2020/04/education-expert-john-hattie-weighs-in-on-the-impacts-of-distance-learning/
https://www.educationreview.com.au/2020/04/education-expert-john-hattie-weighs-in-on-the-impacts-of-distance-learning/


Acts of Kindness  

Crafty Karen has been spending her spare time making masks which she has 

been selling to raise money for children in Cambodia. Our staff and community 

members have been able to purchase very well made and fully lined masks in 

an array of attractive colours and patterns for $10.00 each. You too can 

purchase masks (Sizes XS, S, M, L) from Karen if you would like to. Email her 

on karen.basa@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au. 

“I am enjoying making masks as it has combined my hobby of sewing, using up 

some of my fabric stash, as well as a little fundraising for the hard working 

people at Cambodian Kids Foundation (CKF). 

As many will know the founders are the Cooper Family; they run CKF and are a 

Woodend Family when they are not living in Cambodia. The total raised to date 

is $1,850.00. Masks sell for $10.00 each. All proceeds to CKF.” Karen 

A note from CKF: 

The Cambodian Kids Foundation is a not for profit organisation and a registered 
Cambodian NGO.  

Our foundation aims to educate and empower the people of Cambodia through a number of projects that ensure 
maximum sustainability and success.  

In particular, our foundation looks to the future and the creation of a better Cambodia for its people.   

We believe that in order to change the future for the better we must nurture and empower the youngest generation, 
the next leaders of Cambodia.  

We help the people from a grass roots level, ensuring all of our projects are sustainable and headed by the Khmer 
people with us working closely beside them.  

 
Principal’s Challenge  
 
Make your own Affirmation cards 
 
As a family brainstorm positive things about each other. You could also write out your 
favourite quotes that inspire. Cut up cardboard which could be from cereal boxes or 
the like. Write each word or a quote on the blank side. Decorate your cards and make 
a box to store them in if you like. You could place your cards on a table or in your 
sacred space. Pick a card each day for inspiration or reflection.   

 
 
Desks for Sale 
 
We are working towards making our learning areas more comfortable, contemporary and flexible. The 
purchase of new seats and desks for our year 5-6 students is in keeping with this 
plan. The desks and chairs pictured are 
therefore not needed so we are selling them. 
The desks have adjustable legs and tubs that 
slide in and out. You can purchase them for 
$10.00 each and the chairs for $5.00 each. 
If you would like to purchase any of these 
items please email Brenda (Mrs. Mac) or 
Justine and Karen at the office. 
 

 

  



From Your School Captains 

 Puzzle Page  

  What can travel the world, but always stays in one corner? 

 

A Stamp  

 

What has no arms, legs, heart, or brain but is still kept as a pet? 

 

A Rock 
 

If you want to write some jokes, riddles or even a word search and get it published in the 
newsletter all you have to do is email Ms Phillips, Joel or Me, and enter your puzzle and sooner 
or later it will be put onto the Puzzle Page, a new section of the newsletter that is being added. 
You can even do a comic if you like! Although we have one condition whatever you'd like to put in 
the newsletter has to be appropriate, of course. We are all very excited to see your ideas. 
 
From Laura 
 
Don’t forget next Friday is ‘Footy or any sports Colours Day’ so 
make sure you're wearing your favourite team jersey or colours to 
support kids with cancer. Father's day is also coming up so don’t 
forget to do something special for your dad and / or Granddads. 
 

Now I want to talk about all things AFL ... 
 

Port Adelaide and Brisbane are doing extremely well as they take 
up 1st and 2nd place on the Leader board with both teams winning ten games out of thirteen.  
 

Sadly, for my team Essendon, we are coming twelfth after losing to Richmond by twelve points 
last week. Bulldogs take on the Geelong Cats today at 7:50pm so make sure you watch this 
exciting match as Geelong are 3rd and Bulldogs are 8th on the Leader board. 
 

I hope to see you on the Father’s day zoom meeting! From Joel 

 
 
 
Read Molly’s inspiring story here - 

https://www.fightcancer.org.au/footycoloursday/news-and-media-stories/molly 

 

Follow this link to donate - https://www.fightcancer.org.au/footycoloursday/after-

your-event/bank-your-money 

 

https://www.fightcancer.org.au/footycoloursday/news-and-media-stories/molly
https://www.fightcancer.org.au/footycoloursday/after-your-event/bank-your-money
https://www.fightcancer.org.au/footycoloursday/after-your-event/bank-your-money


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annabelle prepares lunch after reading “The Bears Lunch” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lego sketch by Ethan C   Hanging Rock by Safara K 

 

Grid drawing by Max S 

 

 

 

  

        24 August   Austin S 

        26 August  Darley C 

        29 August  Layla S 

        31 August  Mason H 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

Gracie likes this poem about icecream 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Xavier M’s making meaning routine. The whole family did it together.  

 

 

Please email your feedback about how our home learning delivery is working for you any time you feel the 

need to. Thank you for your continued support. I hope that you all enjoy some sunshine this weekend. 

Kind regards, 

Bronwyn Phillips 

Principal 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Wowsers Trousers............... 
 
Please put your hands together for these truly FABULOUS students and their effort in raising awareness and 
money for the MS Readathon. 
 
Elijah H, Bodhi H, Seb B, Ellie B, Joseph E, Elijah E, Will B, Lucy K, Archer B, Elsie A, Lily A, Max N, Emrys G, Tom L, 
Emily B, James B, Nyah Mc, Tahli Mc, Harriet F, Gracie C, Madeline D, Isabelle D and Pippa A. 
 
These 23 OUTSTANDING little people have read 335 Books and RAISED $1,415 and they haven't finished yet! 
 

My heart is bursting with how incredibly proud I am with them all. 
 
Stay safe and keep reading. 
 
Trace 



 


