
 

NEWSLETTER NO.  10  TERM 3   

FRIDAY 18T H  SEPTEMBER ,  2020 

Our Vision: 
Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

School Closure PBL Training: No Students today 5 October 2020 

Welcome Back to all of our students 6 October 

Book Week (17-23 October) 
Students may come dressed as their favourite book 

character (date TBA) 

School Photos New date – 16 October 2020 

Students to wear full summer uniform (not sports uniform) 

 

 

 

Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends, 
 
We came together online this afternoon to celebrate 

our achievements in Term 3 and to look ahead with 

great hope to returning in Term 4.  

What has been a journey with a difference over this 

last six months has no doubt presented its trials as 

well as tribulations for all of you. A world pandemic 

has called us to adjust our lives for something much 

greater than ourselves. These adaptions have most 

likely been a test in endurance and we all look 

forward to our lives returning to the new normal.  

I congratulate you children, your families and our 

incredible staff for being open to new learnings and 

for making the most of the possibilities presented 

during this time of change. 

Many of us will have been prompted to reflect…. 

What might this pandemic teach me? 

What new normal should we create as a community for the greater good of all? 

Perhaps it is a reminder to remember amongst the busyness of our privileged lives to take further 

care of all creation; human, animals and the earth.  

Perhaps it has given you the space to connect more deeply as family, to review, adapt and change. 

To reflect, pray and discern. To consider what is really important. 

Perhaps it is calling us to open our eyes, our minds, hearts and ears to live in unity with compassion 

and love. 



Perhaps it has called us to be agents of change and 

create a more harmonious way of being. 

In the words of Vaclav Havel, “The salvation of this 
human world lies nowhere else than in the human heart, 
in the human power to reflect, in human meekness and in 
human responsibility”. 
 

This hasn’t been an ordinary beginning to my principal 

ship at St Ambrose. Having come to know the staff and a 

sense of your connected & vibrant community, I look forward with great enthusiasm to further 

knowing our children and their needs and working with you to manifest an extra ordinary next chapter 

of St Ambrose! 

Thank you for making it easier by coming together and doing what was needed to created new 

possibilities and learnings. You have responded to the difficulties of these times with resilience, 

compassion, courage and creativity. 

  
Some of you may be concerned about what has been 
missed this year as a result of school closures. 
Remember that all life experiences present 
opportunities to learn and regardless of less 
classroom time, your children will have been growing 
in different ways. 
 
Education enables us to make sense of the world into which we are born and our place in it. This 

hasn’t stopped during lock down.  Our family and society influence who we are and children learn 
through their life experiences. You are your children’s first and foremost teachers and remain their 
greatest influencers throughout most of primary school. 
With our collective efforts our children have adapted to a new way of being and developed further 

capabilities and skills which we will build upon when they return. As we always do as educators, we 

will pick up from where your children are at upon their return. 

 
The wellbeing, and particularly the mental health, of every 
student and member of staff is the highest priority. This 
means encouraging and sustaining motivation for learning, 
re-engaging students and families where needed, and 
supporting the social and emotional learning of children 
alongside curriculum-based learning. This also means 
ensuring support for school staff, who have sustained their 
efforts through multiple transitions in modes of teaching and 
learning delivery. 
 
 

To quote David de Carvalho, CEO of the Australian Curriculum 
 
‘We may live in interesting times, but the core purpose of education remains unchanged, serving to 
empower our young people to grow in integrity, authenticity and wisdom.’ 
 
Our staff all feel that their partnerships with you have strengthened during this time of remote 
learning.  
 
When we move into term four with more face to face or mask to mask time with you we will continue 
to build on this strength of working together indeed to empower our young people to grow in integrity, 
authenticity and wisdom. 
 



As a staff we are all very happy that you are coming back 

to school children. This afternoon as we moved into our 

opening prayer we set the intention for a happy and safe 

term break and a fourth term filled with rich and diverse 

learning experiences.  

  

 

Return to On-site Learning Protocols 

Please note: All people over the age of 12 years must wear a face mask at all times when outside your 

car. 

We have put great consideration into planning for your precious children to transition back into the school 
routine as smoothly as possible. We are very excited that they will be returning from Tuesday 6 October! Our 
emphasis will be on student wellbeing and re-establishing routines with the view to reassure our children and 
strengthen their sense of belonging within a nurturing and supportive school community. If you havent 
already done so, make sure you read through the, ‘Back to School Guidelines’ which was emailed last term 
and is on our website. 
 
For your quick reference I have included the following procedures which are also in our Return to School 
Guidelines.  Please adhere to our protocols to keep our school COVID-19 safe. 

STUDENT DROP OFF PROCEDURE 
In the interests of establishing consistency and continuing your usual routine you may drop off and pick up 

from your usual points at your regular times. As we are considered a small school and have plenty of space, 

this will work if we all follow these guidelines.  

● Drop off is to commence from 8.30am and conclude at 9.00 am. It is our expectation that all students 

should be in their classroom at 8.50am as learning & teaching commences at 9.00 am. 

● Parents should stay in their vehicle during drop off time. You may pick up and drop off from Templeton 

Street if you are not leaving your car to go onsite. If parents need to contact the office, they must do so 

either by phone or email and only come onsite if they have made a prior appointment to attend the school 

office. 

● If you need to leave your car and come onsite during peak times we ask that you park in Anslow or 

Urquhart Streets. Peak times are from 8.30 am until 9.00 am or from 3.15 pm until 3.40 pm.  We 

understand that some parents of Prep children may need to drop children at their classroom (external) 

door. Where possible we ask that children’s older siblings (if they have them) do this. If you are coming 

onsite outside of peak times (9.00am -3.15pm) you may park in Templeton Street. 

STUDENTS WALKING TO AND FROM SCHOOL 
● Students walking to and from school must enter the school grounds using the front entrance then enter 

their classroom via the external door from 8.45 am. They may play on the oval in the mornings if they 

arrive between 8.30am and 8.45 am. Students should not arrive at school before 8.30am.  

● Please note: Children will not be allowed to play in the grounds after school as we need to clear the 

premises to begin the afterschool cleaning regime. 

● Parents walking with their children to school must accompany their children only to the front, side or back 

pedestrian gates. Parents should not enter the school grounds beyond these points unless prearranged 

with their child’s teachers.   



STUDENT PICK UP PROCEDURE 
Pick up time for students and parents can be challenging at the best of times. You may drop off and pick up 

from your usual points however we ask that you don’t leave your car. Please stay offsite as much as possible. 

If you need to come onsite during peak times we ask that you park in Anslow or Urquhart Streets. We 

understand that some parents of Prep children may need to pick up their children at their classroom door. 

Where possible we ask that children’s older siblings (if they have them) do this. To ensure student, parent and 

public safety, the following procedures have been developed: 

● Parents who use a car to collect their child/ren are asked to park their vehicle as per usual. 

● Once parked, please remain in your vehicle until you see your children coming towards the car. You may 

then get out to assist them if needed. 

● Please leave promptly to avoid congestion and to make way for others. 

We will trial this drop off and pick up procedure for the first week and if we need to adjust this we will.  

STUDENTS IN BUG-A-LUGS PROGRAM 
● Students who have been enrolled in the Out of Hours School Care program with Bug-A-Lugs will be 

supervised getting onto the bus. 

● All after school carers should collect children from the school no later than 3.40pm pm as onsite 

supervision concludes at this time. 

BUS STUDENTS  
Children who catch the bus will do this as per usual. They will sanitise before they leave classrooms.  

Year 6 Google Meet 

It was uplifting to meet with our Year 6 class to check in with them as well as to plan for their return to 

school in term 4 with a knowing me, growing me mindset. Our senior students considered, “How can 

you be a leader in our community… all of us not just our school captains? We talked about us all 

being called to be part of something bigger, to step up to the challenge of being a positive influence in 

our school community through example, influence and kindness. 

The year 6 students will think about how they can use their strengths and those of others to make 

term four the best term we can. We are looking forward to hearing more about their ideas for 

incursions as well as possible excursions for term 4. 

Term 4 Camps 

Given the current climate we are unable to go ahead with our regular 

2020 camps. We are currently planning what is possible to do in their 

place next term. We understand that parents of year 6 and year 4 

students have paid camp monies. We will give you the option of a refund 

or an internal credit of balances owing when we have worked out the 

costing of alternatives. Thank you for your patience. 

From our Captains - Year 6 Shirts 

As we all know this year has been difficult for all of us, with the Year 6’s 
missing out on a lot of activities and their leadership roles. So Ms. Phillips 
has allowed us to wear our Year 6 shirts each day for our final term in St. 
Ambrose with the rest of our proper uniform, the school shoes and the 
school shorts if we would like to. Along with extra incursions and 
excursions. Whilst also organising other activities for the Year 6’s (place to be decided).  
From Laura  



 
Uniform in Term 4 

All students may return to school in term four wearing our full 
and updated summer uniform. This includes the new navy 
school hat. You may order all uniform items online as per usual. 
Uniform orders will be packed on Monday 5 October and 
delivered to the classroom for students to take home on 
Tuesday.  If you require items prior to Tuesday, please email 
the office. 

Masks for Sale 

You may purchase a funky re-usable mask handmade by Karen from the office for $10.00. All proceeds go to 
the Cambodian Kids Foundation. 

 

BOOK Week (17-23 October) 

The Children's Book Council of Australia has announced the theme for Children's Book 
Week 2020: 'Curious Creatures, Wild Minds'. Your children may like to use the theme as a 
provocation to think about their favourite characters and books or to give them ideas on 
creating a costume. More information about book week will follow. 

Virtual Junior School Disco  

Much fun was had at our online disco this afternoon where our children enjoyed the music, hearing messages 
from the staff and had a good dance along to some great music! We hope everyone enjoyed the disco as 
much as we did and had lots of fun. 
 

  
 

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) 

Last year’s school review which is conducted every 4 
years highlighted that we needed to develop a whole 
school approach to behaviour expectations. Our 
School Improvement Plan is developed from the 
findings of the review which also considers staff, 
parent and student feedback through the CEMSIS 
surveys and more.  
We thank you for your recent responses which will 
inform our choice of behaviour expectations to guide 
our community in our way of being together. Pictured 

left is a wordle summary of your contributions. We will share our student’s ideas next term. 
 
PBL is a tiered response therefore, all children will be given the appropriate support and scaffold they 
need to succeed. This is a positive approach not a punitive one. By setting the expectations it is very 
clear to the children how we relate as a community especially as the lessons are explicitly taught and 
over time they learn and grow in their awareness. It has been my experience that this approach 



makes sense to children, it is empowering, sets consistency and offers a shared way of being which 
means our energies are focussed on learning. 
  
Teaching and becoming aware of the function of 
behaviour is an integral part to PBL, and this is an 
aspect of staff professional development. The 
framework is a preventative approach. To give an 
example from a recent experience, that for example, a 
child that may not line up with the rest of the class when 
the bell goes at the end of break may be avoiding 
stimulation (noise) when lining up, or the return to class 
and getting ready is too chaotic.  Therefore adjustments 
may be put in place where when the bell goes, the child 
(and perhaps others) may attend the office and do a 10-
15 minute task such as handing out notice boxes. By 
the time they return to class, the class may be settled 
and they can then commence tasks without distraction. Through the implementation of PBL we set 
children up to succeed. The teaching of the expectation and recognition of expected behaviours is 
integral, even if their response is adjusted, they are still displaying, for example, respect. 
  
The words we choose can also be seen as values as well as expectations. For the purpose of PBL 
we call them expectations as, you and I might both value resilience but our perception of that may be 
quite different, depending on our experiences. By providing expectations, we are providing clear 
parameters, and it is often up to the teachers to adjust our way to meet the need of the students to 
meet the expectations, not the other way around. By setting explicit expectations we are not 
eliminating our values or core purpose, nor will having 3-4 explicit expectations limit our 
understanding, rather it should grow it. By brainstorming what respect looks, feels and sounds like 
opens the window to its many synonyms and other related dispositions like compassion, 
consideration etc. 
 
 
Teacher Responses: 

School Wide Positive Behaviour for Learning is a whole-
school approach to creating a positive, safe and supportive 
school climate in which all students can learn and develop. 
A PBL school is a place where, teachers, administrators 
and family members work together to teach and support 
behaviour expectations. PBL is implemented to improve the 
behaviour of all students in all school settings. Every part of 
a PBL school, including classrooms, school gates and 
buses, are considered integral parts of the total learning 
environment.  
All school personnel are responsible for knowing the 

behaviour expectations and providing consistent positive feedback to students. We thank you again 
for your responses, they will inform our decision.  
 
 
 
Outdoor Improvements  
 
We hope that you like the 
improvements made at our 
school over this past month! 
Thank you to Vlad Basa and his 
team.  

 
 
 



 
 
Mango Fundraiser what do you Think?  
 
It has been suggested we have a mango fundraiser which is 

considered Covid safe. It may be popular this year as no one will be 

able to visit Queensland so mangoes might bring a bit of the tropics.  

 We would need a minimum of 68 boxes to go ahead.  

If you would like to order mangoes as per the link please email the 

office to express your interest no later than October 9th. We need to 

sell at least 68 boxes to make it viable. If we have enough interest Anita La Forgia has kindly offered to 

organise this. The money raised would go towards funding digital screens for the classrooms. 

https://www.bowenmangoes.com/the-mango-fundraiser/ 

 
Shine a Light on Dyslexia 

I have attached a link shared by a parent to a short film that was released this week (via Youtube), called 
“Mical”. It is a true story about a boy with Dyslexia. 
 
This is a topic very close to the hearts of many families as well as teachers. 
It is well worth making the time to view. One of the areas our staff have expressed a wish to learn more about 
is Dyslexia. We will make time to do this always with the view to further understand our student’s needs and 
be more effective in our work. 

https://youtu.be/1LJkJrCxgLE 

 

Principal’s Challenge 

Thank you for sending in your 
awesome box construction 
Patrick after viewing the 
Wonderful World of Box 
Construction! Noah is pictured 
with his drawing of the Titanic 
and Owen with the town he built 
and named, “Bakertown”  Wow!  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
  

17 September  Poppy O 
 
18 September  Tahlia J 
 
23 September  Madi Y 
   Seb B 
 
24 September  James B 
 
26 September  Arabella W 
 
28 September  Mia W 
 
1 October  Caleb S 
   Ryan K 
   John P 

 

https://www.bowenmangoes.com/the-mango-fundraiser/
https://youtu.be/1LJkJrCxgLE


Desks for Sale  
 

We are working towards making our learning areas more 
comfortable, contemporary and flexible. We hope that the 
year 5-6 students will enjoy their new desks which are 
now set up and ready for their return. The purchase of 
new seats and desks for our year 5-6 students is in 
keeping with this plan. We have also ordered new desks 
and chairs for the year 3-4 children. 
 

The grey desks and chairs pictured are therefore not needed 
so we are selling them. The desks have adjustable legs and 
tubs that slide in and out. You can purchase them for $10.00 
each and the chairs for $5.00 each. 
 
If you would like to purchase any of these items please email 
Brenda (Mrs. Mac) or Justine and Karen at the office. 

 
 
 
 

To all of our Dedicated Staff THANKYOU!  
I am sure you will all join me in thanking our staff for the incredible way they have adapted their way 

of working to support you with your children’s learning from home. 

Congratulations children, staff and families! 

You have been working hard during these 

difficult times. 

Stay safe, stay well and stay optimistic about 

the path ahead. May you go forward with God’s 

peace.  

Kind regards,  

Bronwyn Phillips 

Principal  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From Google Classroom & Seesaw 

Biography of Maeve Doyle 
 
I was born on the 12th of December 2011 to Peter and Rhea 
Doyle. I was born at the Royal Women's Hospital. My 
parents called me Maeve because it's an Irish name and my 
Dad is Irish. I was brought home from hospital to Altona 
where my Mum and Dad lived by the beach. My mum tells 
me that I used to really love being in the babycarrier when 
she walked along the beach and the feeling of wind in my 
hair. 
 
When I was a year old and my Mum was pregnant with my 
sister Cosette we moved to Woodend. This is the house that I still live in. My house has a front garden and 
back garden and recently my Dad built us a cubby house in a tree. My treehouse has a swing and a ladder 
that I made with my Dad. Sometimes I take my Beanie Boos into my cubby and we play picnics and school. 
My Beanie Boo’s names are Piggly, Fantasia , Sam, Darla, Pegasus, Hoppy and Lucky.  
 
I am only 8 now but I hope to live a long life and make lots of new discoveries in my lifetime. - I hope that I will 
find a mermaid swimming in the ocean because lots of people don't believe that they're real but I do. 
- I also want to build a fancy cardboard house. It would be so awesome to build a cardboard house with a 
couple of rooms. If I built a cardboard house like this I could even sleep in it.  
- I hope I can find Bigfoot and discover who he really is and if he truly is a real monster. 
- I want to become famous for completing over 1000 puzzles of all kinds.  
- I want to learn to swim so that I can dive deep down into the ocean and do my own searching for mermaids 
rather than needing to use a submarine. 
- I hope that I can grow old with my rabbit Clover. I really love rabbits and she is the most fluffy and 
affectionate animal I have ever met. I really love her.  
- I hope that I can become a famous scientist and make lots of discoveries. I really enjoy making potions. I 
already experiment with potions most days with my friends Sophie and Violet. My mum said that if I want to 
make potions for a living I should study Chemistry at University. I don't think I need to go to University.  I think I 
can make potions myself without any help! 

 

   



 

  

 

   

 



 

  
 
It truly has been heartwarming to see so many students, parents and community unite during this year's MS 
Readathon (over 41,000 to be exact and more than 258,000 books). With a staggering 3.1 million dollars raised. 
 
Our St Ambrose students have gone above and beyond to make a difference in the lives of those children who 
have a parent living with Multiple Sclerosis.  Their efforts, time and generosity from their sponsors will have such a 
lasting and positive impact on so many lives. 
 
Please put your hands together and congratulate the following students on raising ................... 
$1984 and reading 410 books in just one month! 
 
Pippa A $ 530,  Lucy K $10,  Emyrs G $350,  Archer B $31,  Will B $166 
Ellie B $102,  Seb B $102,  Tom L $140,  Nyah McG $92,  Tahli McG $99 
Max N $103,  Madeline D $83,  Isabelle D $83,  Emily B $43,  James B $39 
 
Words cannot express how proud I am of these beautiful students they make 
 my heart sing. 
 
Tracey Paton 


