N EWSLETTER N O . 2 T ERM 4
F RIDAY 16 T H O CTOBER , 2020
Our Vision:
Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning
Book Week Parade
Students may come dressed as their favourite book
character

Monday 26 October

Public Holiday AFL Grand final School Closed

Friday 23 October

School Closure Day

Monday 2 November

Public Holiday Melbourne Cup

Tuesday 3 November

Year 4 Camp Adekate

Wed 4 – Fri 6 November

Year 6 Camp – Lady Northcote Bacchus Marsh

Mon. 30 November – Wed. 2 December

Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,
How wonderful it is to be back in an onsite school routine! It’s been fantastic walking through the corridors and
hearing the laughter, seeing the active engagement and listening to the face-to-face learning discussions. Our
highest priority is the mental health, safety and wellbeing of every student and member of staff. This means
encouraging and sustaining motivation for learning and supporting the social and emotional learning of
children and young people alongside curriculum-based learning.

Learning and excellence is also our focus and we are planning
purposefully so that our students can continue to be extended and
stretched in their learning. Student voice and student agency also
inform how we provide continuity of learning and support for every
student in this environment.
Literacy and numeracy across the curriculum also remains at the
forefront of our work and as always we adapt our teaching and
learning programs to be responsive to student needs.
During this time we will make
every effort to ensure each of
our end-of-year and
beginning-of-year transitions
occurs as successfully as possible. This includes finding contextually
appropriate ways to conduct orientations and end-of-year celebrations
and ensuring transition information captures additional details as
necessary. We will keep you informed as decisions are finalised. At this
point we will go ahead with our Prep Transition program on the dates
circulated however they will occur in smaller groups. We are currently
communicating with
our secondary schools
on ways we can conduct a transition program for our senior
students.
I encourage our parents to view SchoolTV’s, “The Transition
Back” via the following link which offers advice from Dr
Michael Carr-Gregg to parents/carers on supporting your
child’s transition back into the school environment.
https://schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-reportcoronavirus-transition-back
Class Photos
At this stage we are unable to go ahead with our booked school photos. If this doesn’t
change, money will be refunded and we will take a class photo in each classroom and
make these available to you. We will keep you posted.

From our Captains
Hi everyone.
We will be visiting your classrooms next week to talk
about Garden Club.
See you then
Joel & Laura

Arabella has
met with me
about her idea
of having a
tabloid sports
day. More
information to
follow.

Genevieve Bryant Grade 6 'Creative Spirit'
Workshop
Gen Bryant, a Melbourne-based Catholic Singer-Songwriter worked with
the Grade Six Students via Google Meet this week to deliver her
‘Creative Spirit’ workshop. This workshop was originally designed as an
incursion, but due to Covid-19 Restrictions, we were not able to proceed
in its original format.
The students learned about song writing techniques and how to develop
their own ideas and lyrics for their very own Graduation Song. The Year
Six students will continue to contribute to the song writing process throughout the term. Gen worked with the
students to write the song as part of this workshop. She will record, produce and share it with our students in
time for the end of the year.

Mrs. Meyer says there may be more scope for performance and recording of this song as the term progresses,
however this will be reliant on changes to the Covid-19 restrictions. Thank you to Eloise for organising this
incursion.
Gen Bryant has been composing, performing, and working with Schools and Parishes across Australia for over
14 years, and performs often with Fr Rob Galea, Steve Angrisano, Gary Pinto, Steve Kirk and many others.
She has performed for the students a St Ambrose in previous years and we were very excited to be welcoming
her back to work with our Grade Six Students.

School Assembly
We have resumed our fortnighly assemblies online. Our senior
students are doing an exemplary job running these assemblies. On
the alternate Monday we will have a mini assembly just to present
awards given that we have had less time to acknowledge all of the
childrens achievements in this way over the past two terms.

Congratultions:

Student Awards
P/1M
Walter G
gardening! Well done.
P/1M
Arthur H
P/1R
Jim G
P/1R
Isabelle M
P/1TA
Orlando L
P/1TA
Kira V
1/2E
Pippa A
1/2E
Orlando B
1/2O
Kitty R
1/2O
Xavier M
3/4C
Alessio L
3/4C
Violet P
3/4C
Zoey R-H
3/4F
Nicholas Mc
3/4F
Carlie Mc
3/4P
Ethan W
3/4P
Victoria C
5/6M
Jesse W
5/6M
Justin F
5/6R
Chloe M
5/6R
Bronte M

for his excellent recount about
for settling back into routine and for his great effort in writing!
for showing great progress with his writing.
for putting in a tremendous effort with learning her star and cloud words.
for his enthusiasm when learning about 'Place Value"!
for great work during home schooling, especially with reading1
for great improvement in her reading. Well done!
for sharing his thoughts about the prayer, Hail Mary, to the class.
for her willingness to try to find all sounds in unknown words. Great effort!
for his exceptional reading and his commitment to improving! fabulous work Xavier.
for being a considerate and respectful classmate.
for initiating and involving yourself in class discussions.
for your in-depth analysis of the story "Caught in the Crowd".
for always using beautiful manners! Well done!
for always putting in extra effort in presenting her written tasks!
for returning to school with a positive attitude.
for being a kind and considerate classmate.
for his fabulous migration diorama of the to pound poms.
for his positive mindset during remote learning.
for always working hard to complete tasks to a good standard. You are a star!
for making a fantastic start to the term and for having a positive attitude in class.

School Nurse
Our allocated nurse will be conducting the prep health checks in the coming weeks.
The prep children have brought home their forms that should be completed and filled
out ASAP. We will advise the dates when they are given to us.

Garden Club
We are most fortunate to have the expertise of
Meagan Stewart and others to facilitate our
Garden Based Learning Club. Meagan is seeking
expressions of interest from community members who would like to
assist on a Tuesday at 1.30pm – 2.30 pm in our garden showing our
children how to look after the garden and teaching them about the
plants if you have that knowledge. You don’t need to be an expert. If
you are interested in helping you can email Meagan directly on findmeagsstewart@gmail.com and let her
know. We are not able to begin this program yet however as soon as restrictions ease we would like to be
prepared to start. In the meantime our middle years students will be planting this seasons vegetable seedlings
kindly donated by Lindsey Hardiman.

School Uniform : Hats
By week three all students should wear the full summer uniform. This includes
plain navy or white socks (No branding) Summer school hats should be worn in
first and fourth term. Please ensure that your child has the summer hat. You
may order all uniform items online as per usual. Uniform orders will be packed
on Monday and delivered to the classroom for students to take home.

Road Safety
It is great to see our students responsibly
wheeling their bicycles safely along the
footpath. As you know it can get busy along
Templeton St in the mornings when children
are being dropped off for school. To alleviate
congestion and to abide by our covid safe
guidelines we ask that you continue to drop off and leave promptly to allow
space for others as well as to keep the area as safe as possible. When dropping
off please support your children to move to the footpath quickly. With cars
backing out it can be hard to see children who are standing in parking spaces or
behind their cars. Thank you for assisting us to keep this area a safe place for
our children to come into school.

CSEF Rebates: You may be Eligible
You may be eligible for Victorian Government Funding through the CSEF
(Camp Sport and Excursion Rebate) if you hold a healthcare card or
Centrelink Pensioner Concession.
The application dates has been extended for 2020. If you qualify you need
to have your form into the school office by next Wednesday 21
OCTOBER. More detailed information is included at the end of this
newsletter.

Year 4 Camp Adekate
We hope that our Year 4 parents found this week’s online camp
information session helpful. Given we are in a regional area and
our camp was booked at a regional location where we will be the
only school in attendance, our Year 4 students are now able to go
on the scheduled 2020 camp. We are delighted that this is now
possible. Year 4 student’s families have now received information
via Operoo.

Year 6 - CAMP, CAMP, CAMP
Exciting news! Our Grade 6 students are heading to Lady Northcote, Bacchus Marsh. This will be a 3 day, 2
night camp, leaving Monday, 30th November and returning Wednesday, 2nd December.
Lady Northcote Recreation Camp specialises in facilitating exciting
adventure activities for all different types of user groups. Programs
are designed to encourage students to try something new, assist
with personal growth and build team connections. The camp is run
by experienced staff to ensure our camping experience is delivered
in a safe, inclusive and supportive environment, with an emphasis on
fun.
More information will follow shortly.
Brenda McDonald (5/6M) & Amanda Ramshaw (5/6R)

BOOK Week Parade October 26th
The Children's Book Council of Australia has announced the theme for Children's Book
Week 2020: 'Curious Creatures, Wild Minds'. Your children may like to use the theme as
a provocation to think about their favourite characters and books or to give them ideas
on creating a costume. Weather permitting we will have our parade outdoors otherwise
we will have each class parade in their classroom while all classes are tuned in via a
google meeting. Pictured is Sophie and Sam’s Mum Renee who has created her own
Dr. Dolittle costume from items she had at home. There are so many possibilities!

Mango Fundraiser
Our Mango Fundraiser has been a hit with 100 boxes of mangoes already sold! These
delicious Bowen Special Mangoes will come straight from the farm to you. As well has
having a great taste, mangoes are packed with nutritional goodness – Vitamin C (one mango contains your
recommended daily allowance), Vitamin E, Beta-Carotene, antioxidants, Potassium and B Vitamins. They are
low in fat, cholesterol free and taste delicious!
Each tray contains approx. 7 kgs of mangoes, which equates to 12 large mangoes or up to 23 small mangos.
Please see the flyer later in this newsletter for details on how to order through
CDFpay. Send the link to friends and family too and they can log in as a “guest”.
The money raised will go towards digital screens for our classrooms.

Masks for Sale
You may purchase a funky re-usable
mask in your size handmade by Karen
from the office for $10.00. All proceeds
go to the Cambodian Kids Foundation.

St Mary McKillop 10th
Anniversary
13 October

Orlando L

14 October

Matthew M

15 October

Zoey R-H

17 October

Ruby Rue W

18 October

Gus H
Jemima D

I will continue to provide updates when required and as specifics or changes are confirmed.
Thank you for your ongoing support.
Yours sincerely

Bronwyn Phillips
Principal

From the Classrooms
Numeracy in Year 1-2
Grade One and Two children have been learning to
pose questions, gather and display data. In order to
do this they had to construct a clear question, record
the information accurately by using tally marks and
present it as a pictograph or bar graph. The students
also did a great job in forming a concluding
statement about the information they had gathered.

On Wednesday the 14th of October the grade 6s
grouped together to have an online song writing
workshop with Genevieve Bryant. First we listened
to some of her music to get our minds flowing and
to get ready to write our own song.
Then we all broke up into four groups and reflected
on the time we had at school and what we were
looking forward to in our future years in highschool, we also wrote down what we were all thankful for
and what we were all going to miss from our time at primary school for ideas for lyrics. After that
Genevieve talked to us again and then we got back into different groups, this time to write down key
moments from what everyone had written and put together some basic lines that might contribute to
our song. It was a great experience for all the year 6s and we were very thankful for Genevieve
lending her time to teach us many things about songwriting . Also a very big thank you to Mrs Myer
and the school for organising the workshop.
By Harry W and Alex G

Reflections from Grade 6 during the workshop

I was inspired to make these dioramas because of the
grade ⅚’s dioramas. Also I had some of my great
grandparents involved in WW2. My Lego diorama is the
day the men of WW2 stopped fighting and had peace for a
day to bury the dead, and in a small way get to know the
enemy better, and can you believe it they even played a
game of soccer together! My second diorama shows a
battle scene of WW2 . I give a big thanks to all the men that
died and those that risked their lives for us in the war.
By Nicholas 3/4F

When term 3 started the grade
5/6rs were studying Australian
migration which included 1780s
the convicts, 1850s the Australian
gold rush, 1947 the £10 poms
and Vietnamese boat people.
When the teachers mentioned
this topic they said “you will all
be making a diorama on the
topic you chose” Remote
learning started and we had to
make our diorama at home
and I chose the gold rush
because I love studying this
topic.
When remote learning was
over and we came back to
school we would present them
to all the classes Tuesday this
week. On Wednesday each
student if the 5/6 presented
them to each person in the
class
By Mason L
Year 5-6 Inquiry Learning Weather Stations and rain Gauges

During term 4 Grade 5/6 students will be
studying a unit about the environment,
economy, and society. We are currently
looking at the BOM - Bureau of
Meteorology and in particular, weather
patterns.
On Monday we built wind vines and rain
gauges. Unfortunately, we have not had
a lot of rain to fill our gauges but we are
hoping for some rain next week. Our
wind vines worked well; we used a
compass to work out where North,
South, East, and West were and placed
our models in the perfect positions.

We found out that at 11.30am on Tuesday the wind was
moving in a SSE direction and that's exactly what the
BOM predicted. If you would like to build your own rain
gauge or wind vine, please see Mrs Macca, as she has
the instructions.
By 5/6Macca

Art in Grade 5/6
So far during the start of Term 4, the Grade 5 and 6s have
revisited the art of Keith Haring.
Keith Haring started art at a young age as he was encouraged by his father who was a cartoonist.
Haring started his art career by drawing on empty poster boards in the New York subways, he was arrested
many times because his drawings were classified as illegal graffiti at the time.
Haring eventually got noticed for his art and that's when he travelled around
the world to teach at schools and draw murals.
The grade 5 and 6s have been redrawing his artwork and looking into how
he drew them and how he used his many techniques, including radiating
lines around the figure and representing movement. The seniors have also
created their own figures to go in the library and also out the front of the
school.
By Archer and Harry 5/6Macca

Parkour in PE!

On Friday 30th October Mrs. Cavric has organised some Parkour instructors to
run some outdoor classes in P.E with all the Grade 3 - 6 students.
Parkour / Freerunning / Art du Deplacement is the primarily non-competitive
physical discipline of training to move freely over and through any terrain using
only the abilities of the body, principally through running, jumping, climbing and
quadrupedal movement. In practice it focuses on developing the fundamental
attributes required for such movement, which include functional strength and
fitness, balance, spatial awareness, agility, coordination, precision, control and
creative vision.
The students will have great fun learning some of these skills and may find a new
or existing talent!
Any queries on these classes, please email Mrs. Cavric
- kristy.cavric@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au

COMMUNITY NEWS
Gisborne Little Athletics Club

Get the kids active at Gisborne Little Athletics
with the come and try/information
afternoon Friday October 16th, at DIXON
FIELD, GISBORNE, 5-8 year olds - 5pm to
5:30 and 9-15 year olds 5:45 to 6:15.

The Season starts October 23rd and runs each
Friday 5-6:30 until late March with a break for
school holidays. 17 competition
nights. Qualified coaches.
Location: Dixon Field, Robertson Road, Gisborne.
Ages: 5 to 15. Fees at Gisborne are: 1st child $155 per season, 2nd child $125, 3rd and subsequent
children $100.
Parental assistance required on a rostered basis.
Just turn up and sign in. COVID Safe procedures in place. Registrations for the season open online
soon at: https://memberdesq.sportstg.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=Registration_0&OrgID=1370
For more information see facebook
https://www.facebook.com/Gisborne-LittleAthletics-467965219986217/
Or email Gisborne@lavic.com.au

Fresh North Queensland Mangoes
Direct from the farm to you!

Support Our Mango Fundraiser
If you love mangoes, here’s your chance to indulge in fresh juicy
Kensington Pride mangoes and support our fundraising drive.
We are selling trays of mangoes picked and packed during the
premium harvest.

Cost per Tray is: $27
(approx. 7kg per tray = depending on size of fruit there will be approx. 12
large or up to 23 small mangoes)

To order go to
https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au

Place your order by: 25/10/2020
Expected delivery: end of November - mid December 2020
For Further information contact:

St Ambrose Parish School Office - 5427 1285
Money raised will be used for: digital screens for the classrooms

