
 

NEWSLETTER NO.  6  TERM 4   

FRIDAY 20T H  NOVEMBER,  2020 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

School Photos  Rescheduled date - Tuesday 24 November 

Year 6 Camp – Lady Northcote Bacchus Marsh Mon. 30 November – Wed. 2 December 

School Nurse to visit Prep students Tues. 1 & Wed. 2 December (TBC) 

Cancer Fundraiser Crazy Hair Day 

Gold coin donation 

                              Friday 4 December 2020 

 

Prep Transition Session 4                              Tuesday 8 December 2020 

St Ambrose Going Up Day – Grade 1-6 (9-11am) Tuesday 8 December 2020 

SHC Transition Day for Year 7 - cancelled Tuesday 8 December 2020 - cancelled 

St Ambrose Feast Day Liturgy & Celebration Day Wednesday 9 December 2020 

Grade 6 Graduation & Celebration Day Monday 14 December 2020 

Students final day of classes 
Dismissal – 3.30pm 

Tuesday 15 December 2020 

Maths Assessment Interviews by appointment.  
(Operoo will be sent shortly) 

Wed. 16 & Thurs. 17 December 2020 

 
We acknowledge and respect the past and present Elders, the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people and custodians of this land the Dja Dja Wurrung 
people. Thank you for protecting and preserving our land Australia in the past, 
for sharing it now and educating us for the future. 

We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and 
acknowledge their spiritual connection to Country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,  
 
It’s hard to believe that we have only four weeks left of this school 
year! The feedback I have received from many of you including our 
new families is affirming and reiterates the high level of 
professionalism, care & commitment that we aspire to as a learning 
and teaching community. 
As teachers we are mindful of each of our student’s own 
personalities, their gifts and their abilities as well as taking into 
consideration their cognitive, social, emotional, physical, and 
spiritual needs. The transition (orientation) days and 1-1 literacy and 
numeracy testing times are a strategy we use to provide our students 
with a sense of belonging, an opportunity to get to know both the 



teacher and the students they will share the coming year with, and to get a sense of the learning 
environment they will be working within in 2021.  
 
As educators we are mindful of supporting your children to have a positive start to the year as this 
can set them up for success.  We value how important it is to develop a trusting relationship with 
the students as well as positive partnerships with you. Let’s together, make the remainder of this 
year a fantastic experience for your child/ren by continuing to work together, supporting each other, 
and showing a united front as to what we want and expect for and from them. 
 

Bike Safety 
 
We have had further reports that some children are riding their 
bikes across roads and in front of oncoming traffic. In the 
interests of their safety we urge you to support your children to 
ride safely. All children who ride bikes and scooters should get 
off their vehicle and wheel it along the paths in front of and 
beside our school. If you have concerns about your child’s 
ability to ride to and from school independently then we ask 
that you accompany them or wait until they can safely navigate 
on their own. It is great to see our children and families so 
active. Let’s continue to work together to support our children 
to stay safe around the town. 
 
 

 
Drop Off & Pick Up Times 
 
Children may be dropped off at school from 8.30 am and picked up at 3.30 pm. Children are not 
supervised at school before 8.30 or after 3.45pm.  
 
Student Voice/Agency 
 
Thank you from Mia for your generous donations for the homeless in our area. Mia will deliver your 
donations to this local cause on your behalf. Congratulations Mia on leading this project. 
 
Crazy Hair Day  

 
Mason and Albert H are having their hair 
cut to raise money for cancer research. 
Mason has proposed we have a crazy hair 
day inviting gold coin donations to donate 
towards this cause. See the flyer his family 
created and pictured here for further details. 
A full page version is later in this newsletter. 
We encourage and support our students to 
develop as leaders, collaborate and 
recognise their goals. Crazy hair day should 
be lots of fun as well as enable our children 
to contribute towards making a difference in 
others’ lives. 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Mural Work in Progress 

Our senior students are perfecting their Harring figures and will 
be ready to paint them onto our front panels in the near future. 
Watch this space! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Loombands! 
 
This week some grade 3/4 students from 3/4P were asking for a gold coin donation to support Sandy’s Wildlife 
Op Shop in Woodend near our school. Sandy will 
give the money to some of the shelters she looks 
after all around the Macedon Ranges. 
 

We made some loom bands, and if you donated 
a gold coin to help you got a choice of a gift of a 
loom band if you wanted. It all started at the start 
of the year in Term 1 when we tried to do it then 
but couldn’t do so because of COVID-19, so this 
week we all decided we needed to get it done. 
We had all kept the secret for a very long time so 
we were very excited to let it out to the school. 
 

Thank you very very much for all of your 
donations. We are still counting the proceeds and 
will let you know how much we raised in next 
week’s newsletter. 
 
Tilly, Isabelle, Sophie.O, Sophie.H, Chloe, Chiara 
and the Social Justice Team! 

 

Our Juniors are Making Great 
Progress! 

 

Jack and Elliot are pictured proudly 
holding their writing books which 
reflect the progress they have made 
with their story writing. The boys 
enjoyed reading their recounts 
earlier this week.  

Pictured also are our juniors 
learning how to use ipad functions. 

 



2021 Prep Play Based Learning 

This article is from the November 14 issue of The Herald Sun Digital Edition. To subscribe, 
visit https://www.heraldsun.com.au/. 

ASHLEY ARGOON 
 
CHILDREN starting prep next year will get more play 
time each day as the state government prepares for 
an overhaul of the system. 
 
The move will see more “play-based learning” after 
children missed months of crucial face-to-face time 
during lockdown. 
 
Prep teachers and school leaders will be called on to 
change how the curriculum is taught and “embrace 
play based, inquiry learning” to “counter any negative 
effects of missed on-site kindergarten attendance”. 
 
The education department has found children heading 
to school next year may have “a greater diversity of 
needs because of potential disruption to their learning and ability to attend on-site kindergarten”. 
 
And while families may have been able to access resources for home learning, their children still would 
have had “fewer opportunities for play-based learning with peers”. 
 
Mum Toni Prime said her daughter Ivy, 5, was heading into prep next year and would welcome the 
opportunity to “ease into it”. 
 
“They did miss out on that whole year,” Ms Prime said. 
 
Despite Ivy having older siblings to talk to and play with at home, Ms Prime said her other children were 
busy with schoolwork during the lockdown. 
 
“I felt a bit bad for her because I was so busy trying to do remote learning with the other three — on days 
off I’d usually do craft with her,” she said. 
 
After Ivy missed so much time at four-year-old kinder this year, Ms Prime said she was pleased her 
daughter would get back some of those important social and developmental experiences in a rejigged prep 
classroom. 
 
“That was the fun year (she missed). It’s not as structured and you’re still discovering where you sit,” she 
said. 
 
Next year’s prep teachers will be instructed to introduce more play, collaboration and differentiated 
learning. 
 
While there will continue to be a strong focus on literacy and numeracy, 2021 school starters will have 
emphasis on their personal and social capabilities. 
 
The department says this will help youngsters adjust to their new schools and “build relationships and 
understanding”. 
 
The hunt is on for experts in prep curriculum to design an online program to guide teachers and school 
leaders on how to instruct in a post-COVID classroom. 
 
From first term next year, teachers will be asked to attend “curriculum design and pedagogical, online 
professional learning”. 
 
“This year has been like no other,” a department spokeswoman said. 

https://www.heraldsun.com.au/


 
“That’s why we are supporting teachers and the 2021 prep cohort with additional universal support, with a 
focus on developing foundation teachers’ skills to deliver the curriculum through play-based, inquiry 
learning approaches. 
 
“Research shows that play based learning supports the development of children’s language, social, 
problem-solving, and emotional skills.” 

We provide a rich and diverse curriculum here at St. Ambrose. Our junior teachers are well equipped and 
ready to meet the needs of our Prep children and will draw on our combined knowledge and skill as well as 
engage in professional learning to provide play based experiences for those beginning school in 2021. 

We were successful in receiving some money from CEM to spend on enticing numeracy resources which 
will allow further hands on learning experiences for our students. 

 

2021 School Fees 

For your forward planning, 2021 fees are set as follows: 

• Family fee : $1,970.00 per family 

• Student Levy: $505.00 per student 

So     $ 492.50  for one child per term (Family Fee) 

Add   $ 126.00  for each additional child (Stud. Levy) 

• Gr 4 camp $350.00 (increase $40.00) 

• Gr 6 camp $810.00 (increase $85.00) 

We do our best to keep our fees to a minimum and do so in accordance with the consumer price 
index increase.  We ask you to make contact with us if you are experiencing financial difficulty at 
any point. The diagram illustrates the breakdown of Funding in Catholic Schools. Our fees make 
up the 20% gap. Thank you for your efforts to keep your payment of fees up to date. This greatly 
assists us to meet our costs, update resources (pictured are our new chime drums) and to 
continue to deliver quality programs for your children. 

 

2021 
Term Dates 

Term 1 Wednesday 27 January (Staff Return) 
Thursday 28 & Friday 29th January student 1-1 Literacy Interviews 
Monday 1 Feb Classes Resume 
Last day of term 1 : Thursday 1 April 
Easter Break – Friday 2 – Monday 5 April 

Term 2 Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June 

Term 3 Monday 12 July – Friday 17 September 

Term 4 Monday 4 October – Friday 17 December 



Sacred Heart College Transition  

A message from Darren Egbert, “I wanted to let 
you know of decisions we have made here for 
your Grade 6 students coming to SHC next 
year.  We will hold off on almost all transition and 
orientation activities until next year.  It is just too 
hard with the remaining CV-19 restrictions to 
manage even small tours for groups of students, 
especially from the number of schools we 
have.  We think that a real focus on this at the 
start of next year (or even in the days before 
students return, if possible) makes more sense. 
  

We will continue to offer and run individual tours for students and parents who have high needs 
(anxiety, social-emotional, physical) ahead of them coming to us next year. 
  
The Year 7 Info Nights are running tonight (Wednesday) via Zoom and I’ll explain this decision to 
parents and families as part of my presentation.  That will be followed by a letter to families.” 
  

 

 

 

Assembly - Student Awards  

Congratulations: 

P/1M Amari B for his excellent re-tell of Little Red Riding Hood. 

P/1M Nicholas G for sharing and explaining his thinking during maths tasks. 

P/1R Amelia S for being a friendly and helpful class member. 

P/1R Caleb S for his persistence with improving his reading and writing skills. 

P/1TA Joshua R for trying really hard with his reading and writing! Well done Josh! 

P/1TA Harriet B for making good progress in reading and writing and always trying her very best! 

1/2E Elle S for putting in a great amount of effort in all her class tasks! 

1/2E Isaac G for being a kind and considerate class member to all of his peers. 

1/2O Ethan Condos: for his perseverance while writing his narrative. You have completed 

something you can be truly proud of! Well done. 

1/2O Angus Tuck: for ensuring his work is of a fantastic standard. Your commitment to your 

learning is fabulous! Well done! 

3/4C John P for applying yourself to learn multiplication strategies. 

3/4C Hunter C for being a "super" smart speller syllable tracker. 

3/4C Cameron P for writing a well developed and suspenseful refugee story. 

3/4F Jack G for excellent recall of his times tables! 

3/4F Asha D for sharing her expertise of Board Maker with her classmates! 

3/4P Emmy Y for putting effort into classroom tasks. 

3/4P Nina C for being a compassionate class member. 

3/4P Nathan G for sharing his multiplication strategies with the class. 

5/6R Olivia H for always being so kind and caring towards your peers. 

5/6R Chloe Mc for always being so positive in class.  You are a wonderful role model for your 

peers. 

5/6M Darley C for the conscientious and diligent mindset she has towards her learning. 

5/6M Mason L for his "Have -A-Go" attitude towards his learning. 

  



Sports Stars of the Week 

 

Tyler K for his enthusiasm and effort towards PE tasks. 

Jessica F for enthusiasm towards Taekwondo sessions and a big punch!  

 

Athletics coach in PE 
 
Yesterday we had local athletics expert coach Leanne 
Hume work with the children in Grades prep to two 
during Physical education lessons. Leanne taught them 
how to run using the correct posture, jump by lifting their 
knees and throw by swinging their hips. Keep your eyes 
out on the local sites to see when the Friday night little 
athletics competition starts, many of our children 
seemed quite interested! 

  

 

Year 6 Leadership 2021 
 
Our grade 5 students are currently preparing to run for leadership positions offered in 2021. They have 
nominated themselves for their desired positions and have created a poster of themselves, which informs 
our school community of the qualities they believe will make them a good leader in our school. 
 
Students are currently writing a speech which will be presented to Years 4 and 5 students during the week 
of 7th December. 

 
Students from grades 4 and 5 will then vote in a private ballot. All ballot papers will be given to Ms Phillips 
and Mrs Geisler to count. Winning positions will be announced on our last day of school. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Online Student Led Assembly 

Our weekly online student led assemblies are a joyous event. Our Year six students are doing a 

super job running these. We are inspired as we celebrate our children’s ideas and learning. 

Congratulation to all of our children who are trying hard to improve their skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ready, Set, Pray! 

 The Ready, Set, Pray! Children’s 

Liturgy of the Word @ Home video 

series has been created to provide 

an engaging space for families to 

encounter Jesus through the Sunday 

gospel during this time when we 

cannot gather at church.  

Each week includes an invitation for families to create and gather 

in their own prayer space, to sing, hear the Gospel, pray and 

respond creatively through a fun activity.   

View the full Ready, Set, Pray! playlist here: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLP4Pb34ThQ34InNPfqs1fCtAmggV0fewQ  

THIS WEEK :    https://youtu.be/JpRNKCI3JiI  

16 November Luci A 

 

17 November Isabelle D 

 

18 November Kobe V 

Sending our congratulations and best 
wishes to the Weinberger family on the 

arrival of baby Catherine Maria. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLP4Pb34ThQ34InNPfqs1fCtAmggV0fewQ
https://youtu.be/JpRNKCI3JiI


EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

St Ambrose School Procedures for the Bushfire Season 

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code Red fire 

danger rating day is determined in their Bureau of 

Meteorology district.  Our school has been identified as 

being one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the 

BARR. 

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days’ 

notice of a potential Code Red day closure by notification 

through Operoo, email and SMS. 

A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency 

Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day 

before the potential closure.  Once we are advised of the 

confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with 

advice before the end of the school day. 

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast.  This is to 

avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child.  It is also important to note that: 

 No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day. 

 Out-of-school-hours care will also be cancelled on these days 

 School camps and off-site activities will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the 

Bureau of Meteorology district in which the camp is located. 

 As a bus co-ordinating school all bus routes will be cancelled. 

 Depending on which Bureau of Meteorology district is impacted bus route cancellations may affect our school. 

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children should 

never be left at home or in the care of older children. 

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is 

to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day. 

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency 

Management Plan.  

What can parents do? 

 Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the 

event that our school is closed.   

 Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.  Keep in touch with us by 

reading our newsletters, by checking our website www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au and by talking to your 

child’s teacher or any other member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan.  

 Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, 

you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.  

 

 If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.  

 

 You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and 

Training website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx  

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the CFA website at www.cfa.vic.gov.au or call the 24-hour 

Victorian Bushfires Information Line on 1800 240 667. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/


SEASONS FOR GROWTH CHILDREN AND 

YOUNG PEOPLE’S PROGRAM 

Debbie Geisler our Wellbeing Leader and Deputy Principal has completed the Seasons for Growth training this 
means that we can now offer a support program for those students who have experienced change and loss. 

 
 
Since its launch in 1996, Seasons for Growth® has been independently evaluated numerous times. Details of 
these evaluations can be found on the Good Grief website. The various evaluations have investigated slightly 
different aspects, age-groups or influences of the program. However, individually and collectively, they highlight 
that the Seasons for Growth® program has a strong positive effect on children and young people. In addition, 
they demonstrate that parents, Companions, school principals and agency managers all believe the program is 
highly beneficial to participants. 
 
Participants say they are able to: 
 

 seek support from the Companion outside the formal processes of the program, when necessary 

 form friendships and support networks with others in the program 

 communicate better with their parents and siblings 

 understand that life moves forward and that changes do happen 

 cope better with their emotions. 
 
There is more information further in this newsletter which I encourage you to read should you feel that your 
child may benefit from this program. 
 

 
 
May you all enjoy the lovely weather over  
the weekend. We look forward to another  
learning filled week ahead! 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely    
 

Bronwyn Phillips 
Principal 

 
 
  



From the Classrooms 
 

In Religion we have been learning about refugees. We read a book called Freedom where 
famous people have written poems about the importance of having freedom. The students 
in Grade 3/4F decided to write their own reflections about FREEDOM. 
 
 

Roses are red  

Violets are blue 

I don’t have a home 

and I hope I get one 

soon. 
 

 

Being a refugee is hard 

especially if you are different, 

sometimes I am happy sometimes I am sad. 

Sometimes I dream about rainbows and freedom 

But those are just dreams but I wish they would come true.  
 

By Carlie M 

 

 
It is cold and I wish I could be set free, 

but I am still encaged in darkness. I wish 

I could break my chains and run in the 

green grass just like everyone else. 

Instead I am lost in a cloud of darkness I 

see nothing, I hear nothing but I feel 

something… I am scared. I tried 

everything. I ran, I climbed, I leaped, I 

did everything I could to get out of the 

darkness, but I never find a speck of 

light.    By Millie S 

 

 
 



This week P/1R have been reading the story about The Fox and The Little Red Hen. The first 
piece of writing is from Cosette, a retell of the story from the fox's point of view. The other two 
pieces were descriptive writing to portray an event from the story. 

 

The Fox 
 

I live in a cave and every day I spy on The Little Red Hen. I always wonder how 
I can catch her.  
I said to mum, “Get some boiling 
water ready, tonight I will bring a 
little red hen.” I sneaked inside 
and waited for quite a long time. 
When she opened the door I 
pounced. She flew up on the 
railing. I spun around and around 
until she dropped. I set off. I was 
tired so I decided to have a nap. I 
set off again. The bag was heavy.  
My mum said, “ Throw her in.”  
But it was a hard rock. I felt silly. 
 

By Cosette 
 

 

I pounced at The Little Red Hen and I made a plan and it worked. My plan was 
to spin my tail around and around and it made The Little Red Hen so dizzy. 
 

By Holly  
 

 

I was so bored in the bag. It was a bit dark, actually it was really dark. I wish I 
could get out. Suddenly the fox  stopped and I hopped out. I ran home really 
fast. I was getting a bit tired. I stopped. I could not run. My legs were aching 
bad. I was puffing hard, but I just had to run. When I got home I went to bed, 
but before that, I locked the door so the fox would not come in. 
 

By Sascha  

 
P/1R enjoyed acting out the story of the 
Little Red Hen. 
 



 

 

 

  



  



 

  



 

 

  



COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

FAMILY TWILIGHT CROQUET!!!
Come and learn to play croquet during the school holidays!  

Croquet is the perfect family sport, it can be played by the whole family and everyone competes 

on equal terms. 

The Kyneton Croquet Club will be holding free ‘come and try’ croquet games on Monday 

evenings in January from 6.00pm. commencing Monday, 4th January.   The Club is situated 

on the corner of Ebden and Donnithorne Streets, Kyneton. 

 

PLAY AT KYNETON CROQUET CLUB 

All are welcome and all equipment and tuition will be provided.  Come and try your hand at going 

for a hoop!!  Lots of fun and suits all ages. 

Croquet is one of the fastest growing sports. 
 
It provides an opportunity for all ages 
to join in. 
 
Croquet encourages a positive 
sporting attitude, good exercise and 
is outdoors.   
 
Contact Graham or Sue for further 
details or just turn up! 
Graham Smith: 0411 707 358 
Sue Chivers:  0422 008 914 
  

MALMSBURY VILLAGE FAYRE 



 


