
 

NEWSLETTER NO.  10  TERM 4   

FRIDAY 18T H  DECEMBER,  2020 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

School office open 11-4pm Wednesday 27 January 2021 

Literacy Assessment Interviews by appointment.  

PLEASE BOOK THESE VIA OPEROO ASAP 

Thurs. 28 & Fri. 29 January 2021 

Students commence Monday 1 February 2021 

 

 

Our St Ambrose community acknowledges the  

traditional owners of this land-their ancestors  

and is committed to reconciliation with Indigenous  

Australians and in caring for our planet.  

Holy Father, thank you for the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ, your greatest 

gift of love to your people. Fill my heart with such love, opening my heart to 

accept your great love for me. Overflow my heart with your love, so I may 

pour it out into the world. Help me to love others as you’ve loved me – even 

those who aren’t so easy to love. For following you means loving others as 

you love me. Lord, thank you for your great gift of Jesus as we celebrate Christmas. May I ever walk 

in your love and show the world I am your disciple by the love I show to others, keeping Jesus, your 

Son, close in my heart. Amen. 

 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By 

this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34-35 (NI 

Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,  
 
What a year we have had! It has been intense and one which has challenged us all in different ways. As it 
draws to a close may we spend some time to reflect and give thanks for the growth and new learning which 
has been enabled in spite of the many obstacles. 

Third Sunday of Advent: JOY 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent : LOVE 



 
We hope that our Year Six students enjoyed their graduation day on Monday. We were thrilled that they 
were able to invite two guests to join them at the concluding ceremony where we formally acknowledged 
and honoured them, presented their certificates and took a trip down memory lane whilst viewing the 
slideshow and photos. Indeed, their families have so much to be proud of! 
 
To the fine people in this year’s 2020 cohort; Aulani B, Claudia C, James 

C, Patrick C, Rusby C, Lowenna E, Sarah F, Laura G, Alex G, Hayden G, 

Noah H, Rex H, Ruben H, William M, Maeve M, Will P, Fynn R, William T, 

Jesse W, Harry W, Kaidon W, Arabella W, Hayley Z and Joel Z 

congratulations on graduating from primary school! During your time here 

you have demonstrated that you are young people of growing maturity and 

wisdom. The way you have all adapted to the challenges this year bares 

testimony to this! 

You have been a source of great inspiration to all of us here at St 

Ambrose; most of whom have seen you grow and develop from as far 

back as prep and I over the past three terms! 

You are all caring, kind and already accomplished young people. We hope 

that you feel ready to embrace the opportunity for the further growth that 

secondary school brings. We thank you for your inclusive and flexible 

leadership this year and for all that you have contributed to our school community during your primary 

school years. 

In 2020, we have all been called to become situational leaders. When the world was in chaos, people were 

dying and schools were closing, the challenges to education were seemingly insurmountable.  

 

Since March, our school community along with teachers all over the world have taken on challenges that if 

planned for would have taken two or more years in PD and preparation.  

 

No one thought social distancing would be part of our daily lives, a classroom daily routine or that masks 

would be worn when away from our homes and in a classroom or that, somehow, teachers had to change 

parts of their curriculum to online – and still ensure they show students they are valued and supported.   

 

You all did what you always do: you put your children and us our students first. In partnership with you and 

with your support they found a way.  

The many great innovations discovered under such pressure will stay with us for a long time. 

 

Yet, more than that, together we have been part 

of something much bigger than ourselves or our 

school community. We have all played our part in 

what we hope will have long term positive impact 

across the world. We can BE the change. 

We thank Father Martin, our teachers, ESO’s, as 

well as Justine and Karen in the office. Your 

continued commitment is deeply valued. 

Thank you for making me feel so welcome in our 

special school. It has made my transition into St 

Ambrose so much easier. I look forward with 

great hope and excitement as we harness our 

combined skill and dedication to continue to 

develop and holistically recognise excellence in 

learning for all of your children who we have the 

great privilege of working with. 



GRADE SIX AWARD RECIPIENTS 2020 

MARY- ANN THOMAS MP RESILIENCE AWARD 

 

Arabella W & Will T 

This award is presented to two students who have overcome challenging learning situations and triumphed 
in the face of adversity. The recipients of this award have demonstrated innovation, strength and 
perseverance, and helped to make our school a better place, despite the restrictions.  
Presented by Mrs Mary Anne Thomas 

 

ROTARY CLUB of WOODEND AWARD 

 

James C & Rusby C 

This award is presented to two students recognizing their great work at school and positive attitude toward 
community involvement.   
 

WOODEND LIONS CLUB AWARD  

 

Jesse W & Lowenna E 

This award is presented to two students who have demonstrated a strong work ethic, positive attitude 
toward community involvement, respect for others and themselves, and advances goodwill and peace 
amongst others. 
 

 

ST AMBROSE SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP 

 

Joel Z 

The recipient of this award has demonstrated: 

 Dedication to schoolwork 

 Commitment to ethos of the Catholic school 

 Contribution to school community 

 Involvement in school activities 

 Friendly, polite considerate of staff, parents, their peers and younger students. 
Presented by Fr Martin Fleming 

 

SACRED HEART COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP 

 

Laura G 

This award is presented to a student starting Yr 7 at SHC in 2021 who has demonstrated: 

 Dedication to schoolwork 

 Commitment to ethos of the Catholic school 

 Contribution to school community 

 Involvement in school activities 

 Friendly, polite considerate of others. 

 

 

Congratulations: Year 6 Leadership 2021  
School Captains 2021: 

Georgia J 

Fiachra H 

Sports Captains 2021:  

Riley C 

Zara C 

Lourdes Blue Captains 2021: 

Mason L 

Chloe M 

  



Fatima Red Captains 2021: 

Danielle L 

Danny S 

Carmel Yellow Captains 2021: 

Joseph (Freddie) S 

Matilda W 

Mercy Green Captains 2021: 

Benjamin N 

Olivia H 

 

Farewell and Thankyou Britt Elliot 

As you know, a few weeks ago Britt 

Elliot accepted a teaching position 

in Albion. During Britt’s time at St 

Ambrose she has capably worked 

across all levels and she will be 

missed by families, students and 

colleagues. We offer Britt our blessings as she 

embarks on this new path after seven years of service 

at St. Ambrose. Congratulations and thank you for your dedication Britt. 

 
 

Welcome Conor Van Der Staay 
 

Our interview panel had the great privilege of 
speaking with our shortlisted applicants who shared 
their aspirations as teachers with us. We put much 
time and great consideration into learning as much 
as we could about our applicants in order to choose 
a competent and inspiring teacher for your children. 
Indeed, we were fortunate to have a number of 
capable and enthusiastic teachers to consider. We 
had enriching conversations and listening to our 
interviewees perspectives was a life-giving 

experience. 
 

We have great pleasure in announcing the appointment of Mr. Conor Van Der Staay who 
has been very highly recommended to us. Conor comes to us with a Bachelor of Education 
(Primary). Conor also studied exercise science and physiology and he is a keen soccer coach. 
Conor will be in his first year of teaching and he is very much looking forward to joining our 
team. 



 
Numeracy Testing 
 

Our teachers have valued the 1-1 time they have had to work 
with your children to learn more about them and to gain a 
further understanding of their mathematical thinking. We 
hope that our students enjoyed this time with their 2021 
teachers and that it has reassured 
them about the coming year. Thank 
you for your flexibility in allowing this 
process. 
 

 
 
Reports 
 
You have now receive information via 
Operoo to access your children’s 
reports on the Nforma Parent Portal. 
There is also a cover letter from me 
included with the reports. It has been 
wonderful to read through these and 
learn more about your children and to 
see that they have made progress 
during this year with a difference! 
 

Year 3-4 Excursion 
 
On Monday 14th December, the Grade 3/4 students were 
fortunate enough to attend Reading Cinemas in Sunbury to 
view the animated movie Framageddon as part of their 
Inquiry unit on Animation "Lights, Camera, Action". The 
students first had a play and snack at Sunbury park and then 
walked to the cinemas.  Farmageddon was a fun and light-
hearted movie and many of the students had a good laugh 
throughout the movie.  After watching the movie, we stopped 
off at Gisborne Adventure Park for lunch, an icy pole and a 
play before heading back to school.  
Thank you to all the students for their wonderful behaviour 
and manners throughout the day. 

 
 
 
 
 

Chicken Pox Alert! 
 
FYI we have had a reported case of chicken pox of a child in 
year 3-4  
  



Year 6 Tops for 2021 

Year 6 shirts have been ordered and will be available for payment ($35) 
and collection from the office first day of Term 1.   

We have also introduced a rugby top option for 2021. The students 
collaborated on the design which also display our PBL four expectations 
which they will lead in our school. The 2021 Year 6 class may wear the 
rugby top throughout the year on any day. They may wear their sports shirt 
on sports days in terms 1-3 and on any day in term 4.  

Please order your Rugby Top (pictured) directly from Hip Pocket in 
Castlemaine or Melton.      You can call into the shop, email on 
castlemaine@hippocketworkwear.com.au or phone them on 54705600. The sooner all orders are 
in the quicker we will have the tops made. In order to have them ready to pick up from the office at 
the beginning of term one, all orders need to be in no later than January 11th. 
 

2021 Term Dates  

Term 1  Wednesday 27 January (Staff Return) 

Thurs. 28 & Fri 29 Jan. student 1-1 Literacy Interviews 

Monday 1 Feb Classes Resume 

Last day of term 1 Thursday 1 April  

Easter Break – Friday 2 – Monday 5 April 

Term 2  Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June  

Term 3  Monday 12 July – Friday 17 September 

Term 4  Monday 4 October – Friday 17 December 
 

Uniform Shop Closure Dates 

CDFpay online ordering will be closed between 19 December 2020 and 

23 January 2021 inclusive.  Orders placed after 23 January will be 

delivered directly to your child’s classroom on Monday 1 February 2021.  

If you require the uniform prior to students starting on Monday 1 

February, please email stambroseuniform@gmail.com to advise.  These 

uniforms will be made available for collection at the office on Friday 29 

January 2021. 

 

 
Albert & Mason Lop their Locks for Cancer Research! 

Following a very successful 
fundraiser part of which was Crazy 
Hair day which was initiated by 
Mason and Albert, both boys had 
their hair shaved to add some extra 
dollars to the profits. The boy’s hair 

has now been sent off to the sustainable 
salon where their hair will be made into 
wigs for those who have lost their hair 
due to illness. Crazy Hair day raised 

$334.00 and the Hardiman family also raised $1,653.00. The Cancer Institute will be very happy to receive 

a total of $1,987. 00. Congratulations boys!  

mailto:castlemaine@hippocketworkwear.com.au
mailto:stambroseuniform@gmail.com


 

 

The words from Matthew that accompany this message remind us, as 
we look with hope towards a new year, that our faith also brings us 
great joy. 

As we await the birth of Christ, I hope this Advent season is joyful and 
brings with it a well-earned rest. 

I wish you and your family a Blessed Christmas and a happy and safe 
new year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Yours sincerely    
 
Bronwyn Phillips 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to our school captains, Joel and 
Laura, for their efforts and dedication to 
their role this year. It was a pleasure 
working with you. 
  



 

 

  



COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

Auskick Coordinator for 

Woodend 

 

The town of Woodend needs 

you!! 

With a year to forget in 2020 we 

are seeking an enthusiastic 

person to coordinate Auskick 

2021. 

There are many young people 

itching to learn the skills of our 

great game and willing parents 

to help. 

It is a fantastic way to give back 

to your community and brings 

smiles to many kids faces. 

Please contact 

brendan@naturform.com.au with 

your Expression of Interest 

ASAP. 



 
 

 

 

Bookings for Christmas Mass Services 
 

The 3 Christmas Masses below will be held inside the church. 

  

Using all the space in the church we can have 124 people at each 

service. 

 

Services - Wednesday 23rd December - Parish Reconciliation 7.30pm  

 

Thursday 24th December  - Christmas Eve Mass 6.30pm & 10pm 

Friday 25th December - Christmas morning Mass 9am 

Friday 1st January - New Years Day Mass 11am 

 

Bookings will be required. 

 

Please text/call me on 0488274520 to book in for any of these Christmas 

services now. 

 

Thanks, Bernadette           

 

    


