
 

NEWSLETTER NO.  8  TERM 4   

FRIDAY 4T H  DECEMBER,  2020 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

St Ambrose Feast Day Incursion Operoo Permission Due 

 

Monday 7 December 2020 

 

Prep Transition Session 4 Tuesday 8 December 2020 

St Ambrose Going Up Day – Grade 1-6 (9-11am) Tuesday 8 December 2020 

SHC Transition Day for Year 7 - cancelled Tuesday 8 December 2020 - cancelled 

St Ambrose Feast Day Liturgy & Celebration Day Wednesday 9 December 2020 

Grade 6 Graduation & Celebration Day Monday 14 December 2020 

Students final day of classes 
Dismissal – 3.30pm 

Tuesday 15 December 2020 

Maths Assessment Interviews by appointment.  
(Operoo will be sent shortly) 

Wed. 16 & Thurs. 17 December 2020 

 
Our St Ambrose community acknowledges the traditional owners of this land-
their ancestors and elders- and is committed to reconciliation with 
Indigenous Australians and in caring for our planet. 
 
 
 

First Sunday of Advent:     HOPE 
Second Sunday of Advent: FAITH 
 
Jesus, you are light even in the darkest places. 
Help us to trust in you when we are lost or lonely. 
Shine hope into our hearts we pray.  
Amen. 
 
Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,  
 
Last Sunday marked the beginning of Advent. The Church 
calendar begins with the Advent season, the four weeks 
leading up to Christmas. The word ‘Advent’ means coming. Amongst the busyness of this time of 
year may we find time to reflect and nourish our spirit in relationship with each other and in giving 
of ourselves for the greater good. At its heart, Advent it is a time of preparation and waiting for the 
coming of Jesus into our world and lives. 
 
With only two weeks of our term left, your children are busy finishing off projects and final 
assessments as well as preparing for our various end of year activities. It is always uplifting when I 
visit the classrooms where I see our children engaged in their learning. We can learn from and be 
inspired by their enthusiasm and openness to try new things and do their best when presented 
with a challenge.  
 

Next week we will acknowledge the feast of our patron St Ambrose of Milan who was named the 

patron saint of learning and bee keepers due to his love of learning and his great wisdom. Bees 

are a symbol of wisdom and you will see them on our new school sign on Templeton St.  

As many of you already know, it is the tradition of our school to have a special event to celebrate 
our patrons feast as a whole school community. This year will be no exception and given the 
nature of this year we wanted to do something special for our children now that restrictions allow. 



We have an eventful incursion day planned 
which we would like to keep as a surprise for 
the children. 
 
Saint Ambrose, was the humble bishop of 
Milan who was not baptized Catholic when 
the citizens drafted him to lead the Church 
there in 374 AD. He became celebrated for 
his scholarship, service to the unfortunate, 
oratory skills, leadership of the people and 
defence of the Church. 
 
Ambrose is of particular significance to Plan 
Bee as he is the patron saint of bees, 
beekeepers and even candle makers! In his 

iconography, he is often depicted with bees or a beehive – symbols that also indicate wisdom. 
 
We ask that you read through the St Ambrose Day Schedule sent via Operoo carefully and submit 
your permission for your child’s 
participation by Monday December 7th. 
We also ask that you read the calendar 
at the beginning of this newsletter 
carefully as it advises you of important 
events.  
 
As this second semester is nearing its 
end we reflect on the year and celebrate 
our children’s many achievements in 
spite of the challenges. The classrooms 
continue to be hubs of activity with the 
creative juices flowing as the children 
express themselves and reflect their 
understandings of the Christmas story. 
 
 
 
Grade 6 Graduation & Celebration Day  
 
As you know we have our Year 6 graduation and celebration day planned for Monday December 
14th. We planned this day in collaboration with our year 6 students so that it could work within the 
restrictions. We understand that there has been an easing of restrictions which may allow us to 
invite either one or both parents to this celebration. We are waiting to hear the latest guidelines 
which will be made public next week before we do this. We don’t want to disappoint our students 
or plan this before we have these latest directives. At this stage, if we invite our Year 6 parents we 
will need to comply to a 4 square metre distance between people. Best we base the decision on 
the most recent mandates so thank you for your patience. We are unable to change the day’s 
program as we had to lock in times with Fr. Martin and our dignitaries as well as organise catering. 
If we can go ahead and have our parents attend we will invite you to come for the formal part of 
the day. If you can’t we will still video it all for you.    



 
 
 
Staffing Changes in 2021 
 
One of our current junior school teachers Britt Elliot has accepted a teaching 
position at St. Therese's Albion commencing on January 27th, 2021. Whilst we 
are sorry to be losing Britt and we will miss her expertise at our school I'm sure 
you will join us in congratulating her and wishing her very well as she moves 
into this next chapter of her career. Britt has made a positive difference to many 
in her seven years here and she will be missed.  
 
We are now seeking an enthusiastic, innovative and vibrant junior school 
teacher. This position will be advertised next week and all interested are invited 
to apply. The shortlisted applicants will be interviewed by a panel before a decision is made. We 
put time and great consideration into choosing staff and we look forward to welcoming a further 
teacher who will bring with them their skills and talents into our school.  We will keep you informed 
throughout this process.  
 
 
Year 6 Camp 
 

I would like to congratulate our year 6 students for their commendable behaviour and for 
embracing all that their camp had to offer. I felt very privileged to spend Tuesday with them. 
Special thanks to our staff Amanda Ramshaw, Brenda McDonald, Tracey Paton and Joel Dwyer  
Who planned for and supported our students throughout this camp. 
 

The following is a report written by Hayley and Laura:  
 

On the morning of  30-11-20, we  the Year 6’s  set off to Newham to a 
recording studio to record our official Year 6 Graduation song written and 
composed by us and a international singer and songwriter Geniveve 
Bryant. We meet John the recording engineer who owns the studio and 
Matt a videographer, who took a video and photos of us performing to 
create a music video.  
We took it in turns to record our voices. Some of us were brave enough to 
sing solos and the rest of us were in small groups. Gen John were 
amazing; they encouraged and helped us lift up our voices to record an 
amazing sound. We would like to thank Mrs Meyer and our teachers for 
making this happen as we will never forget this super experience.  



 
Once we completed the recording we 
went to Hanging Rock for lunch and 
played some games. We spent just 
over an hour before heading to 
Rowsley where we would spend the 
next 3 days at Lady Northcote, an 
adventure camp. We were so excited! 
 
When we arrived we settled into our 
dorms and then Mrs Macca took us for 
a tour around the campsite. Lady 
Northcote is on 82 acres of land and 
we were the only school there. The 
tour helped us to get excited about all 
the fun adventurous activities we were 
going to be doing the next day. 
That evening we went on a night walk 
with our torches around the entire 
camp. We had to follow reflectors which sent us on an adventure to find the various animals around the 
camp. We were a little excited and we think we probably scared off all the animals…..as we were a 
little  excited and enjoying chatting with each other. 
 
The very next day we split up into two groups, the Dingoes and the Eagles and started our morning 
adventure activities. The first activities were Giant Swing (21m high), Low Ropes and Team Building 
initiatives, with the help of  Jimmy, Anna, Ryan the instructors at the YMCA camp.  
 
Morning tea came around way too quickly, we ate some yummy muffins, then we were off again for our 
next couple of activities. We welcomed Ms Phillips and went off to enjoy the Flying Fox (160m long) and 
Canoeing. The Dingoes were really lucky as they were taught how to get out of a capsized boat! Wet, Wet, 
Wet! 
 
Before dinner. For those who were wet, we had showers and for others we had some free time. Our night 
activity was a team Trivia Night. The questions ranged from general knowledge, to sports, movies and 
Canberra questions. The scores were tight, but in the end ‘Curried Carpet’ took the win!  
 
Time flies when you are having fun, and unfortunately we were already on our last day of camp. Again we 
broke up in our teams and our last two activities were  archery and a Team Toon Challenge, which is a 
series of challenges and puzzles. It was the Dingoes VS Eagles. After almost 2 hours of problem solving it 
was over. With the Dingoes taking the win by just 90 points. Concluding our Year 6 Adventure Camp.  

  
We would like to thank Mrs Macca, 
Mrs Ramshaw, Ms Phillips, Tracy and 
Joel for making the camp even more 
memorable, fun and overall a great 
time. We appreciate it a lot and 
thank you. 
 
 
 
  
 



Crazy Hair Day  
 

Thank you to Mason and Albert H for inspiring and organising our crazy hair day 
initiative. We all had a great time checking out the hairstyles! Pictured below are 
Mason and Albert thanking everyone for their kind donations towards cancer 
research. So far $334.20 from today’s fundraiser which will be added to the $1,560.00 
already raised by the Hardimans.  The Hardiman family generously donated two gift 
vouchers, one for a senior student and one for a junior student who put extra great 
effort into doing their hair for today’s cause. Well 
done to all of our students!  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Junior School Park Fun 
 
On Monday, the 30th of November, the Junior classes walked down to the Woodend Children’s Park. It was 
a lovely sunny afternoon to embrace this opportunity. The children had a lot fun playing on the equipment 
and also enjoyed an icy pole. It was great to see the children playing respectfully and inclusively. It was a 

terrific day had by all! 

 
 

 
Year 6 Tops for 2021 

We have introduced a rugby top option for 2021. You will soon 
be able to order your child’s Year 6 shirts and rugby tops. The 
students collaborated on the design which also display our PBL 
four expectations which they will lead with our students. The 
2021 Year 6 class may wear the rugby top throughout the year 
on any day. They may wear their sports shirt on sports days in 
terms 1-3 and on any day in term 4. More information will 
follow next week.  
 

 

Class Groupings 2021  

 
Staffing and class lists will be finalised by going up day on 
December 8th when your children will learn who their teacher and 
class is for the coming year.  
 
We have taken into account your input along with our knowledge of 
your children’s needs within the school setting. Please understand 
that we are unable to accommodate requests for specific teachers 
unless they align with our picture of your child’s needs as a learner 
within the context of our school environment. We carefully consider 
the needs of each child to attain the best possible balance within the classes which takes into 
account student needs, social dynamic, gender, abilities and friendships.  
 
We thank you for the trust you place in us in placing your children for their next year at school. 
 
  



 

2021 Seasons for Growth Program for Children and 

Young People  

– Expressions of Interest - 

The Seasons for Growth program is an opportunity for your child to benefit from learning with a 

small group of peers who have experienced similar issues. The program will help students learn 

new skills to cope effectively with change and loss.  After the year that we have experienced this 

year, we know that change and a sense of loss can be felt for many and varied reasons, no matter 

your age!  This program focuses on developing strengths in areas such as self-esteem, 

managing feelings, problem-solving, decision-making, communication, and building 

support networks. It is an education program that uses a wide range of creative activities to help 

children and young people learn how to manage well in times of change.  

Seasons for Growth will be timetabled to run for eight weeks commencing at the beginning of 

Term 1, 2021.  If you would like your child to take part in this very valuable educational program 

please do not hesitate to contact, Mrs. Debbie Geisler, Deputy Principal/Wellbeing Leader via 

email: debbie.geisler@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au or on 54 27 1285 during school hours. 

For further information about this program, refer to the attachment further into the newsletter. 

 

 

Handover Conversations 

Our staff have spent considerable time collaborating and discussing our children’s needs when 

allocating them to class groups. They have also been allocated time to engage in handover 

conversations with your children’s 2021 teachers. We are following a thorough process to support 

your children’s transition optimally which will set them up for success in 2021.  

  

mailto:debbie.geisler@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


Numeracy & Literacy Testing 
 
We will be allowing time for your child’s 2021 teachers to work 
1-1 with your children to do pre numeracy and literacy testing to 
inform their teaching for the beginning of the 2021 school year. 
These times also create an opportunity for your child and their 
teacher to develop and build on relationship which is pivotal to 
learning. You will be able to book in your interviews online after 
December 8th. Further information will be provided then.  
 
We understand that having these testing days’ means that 
families will need to organise care for their children. We believe that what we gain from this 1-1 
time with teachers will give us valuable information to inform our teaching to differentiate 
effectively to meet your child’s learning of numeracy and literacy explicitly from their point of need. 
We thank you for your understanding and support. 
 

 
2021 Fee Schedule: 
The levies we collect are pooled so as to ensure 

the best value for dollar is achieved. We take pride 

in the fact that we are able to achieve excellent 

educational outcomes for our students whilst 

providing an affordable Catholic education. In 

keeping our costs low and affordable, it is essential 

that families contribute to their child’s education 

by ensuring that payment of the fees and levies 

are made each year and in a timely manner. 

 

To meet our costs in 2021 there will be two options 

for how and when to pay school fees which can 

be: 

 

1. in agreed instalments via direct debit or  

2. in total at the beginning of the year.  

 

This is to ensure that the school receives funds at the start of the school year so as we can pay the 

many costs that are invoiced to us in January and February.  Families who, until now have had 

other arrangements, are going to be asked to change to one of these two options. 

 

For families who are currently in arrears for the 2019/2020 school year and have not made an 

arrangement with the school, it is essential that you please attend to your account as soon as 

possible or contact the office prior to next Friday 4th December 2020.  

  

Please note that we do everything we can to hold costs down whilst providing the best education 

opportunities possible for your child. We thank you for your efforts to keep payment of fees up to 

date. It is important for us to collect fees as these are included in our budgeting to cover the costs 

of delivering rich and diverse programs for your children. If you are having difficulty paying fees or 

need to set up or upgrade a payment plan, you can phone myself or Karen at the office. We will 

continue to follow up with overdue accounts over the next week. We understand that family 

income and financial situations can change for many reasons and can cause much stress to 

families and therefore always encourage families to communicate with us, so as individual 

circumstances can be managed. 

  

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support of the school in a non-

financial way through participation in classroom activities (term 1) and parent groups, 



contributing to school projects and works and assisting with fundraising and events. Our 

community, as a whole, has gained greatly from the gift of your time, effort and support. 

 

For your forward planning, 2021 fees are set as follows:  

• Family fee : $1,970.00 per family 

• Student Levy: $505.00 per student 

So $ 492.50  for each family per term (Family Fee) 

Add $ 126.00  for each child (Stud. Levy) 

• Gr 4 camp $350.00 (increase $40.00) 

• Gr 6 camp $810.00 (increase $85.00) 

Thank you for your efforts to keep your payment of fees up to date. This greatly assists us to meet 

our costs, update resources and to continue to deliver quality programs for your children. 

 

2021 Term Dates 

Term 1 Wednesday 27 January (Staff Return) 

Thursday 28 & Friday 29th January student 1-1 Literacy Interviews 

Monday 1 Feb Classes Resume 

Last day of term 1 : Thursday 1 April Easter Break – Friday 2 – Monday 

5 April 

Term 2 Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June  

Term 3 Monday 12 July – Friday 17 September 

Term 4 Monday 4 October – Friday 17 December 

  
 

Year 6 Leadership 2021 
 

Our grade 5 students are currently preparing to run for leadership positions offered in 2021. They 
have nominated themselves for their desired positions and have created a poster of themselves, 
which informs our school community of the qualities they believe will make them a good leader in 
our school. 
 

1 December  Hattie B 
2 December  Cameron P 
   Carlie M 
3 December  Isabelle M 
5 December  Bodhi H 
6 December  Ed R 



Students are currently writing a speech which will be presented to Years 4 and 5 students during 
the week of 7th December. 
 
Students from grades 4 and 5 will then vote in a private ballot. All ballot papers will be given to Ms 
Phillips and Mrs Geisler to count. Winning positions will be announced on our last day of school. 
 
Then Jesus told him, ‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed.’” - John 20:29 

                              

May we remain fully present in each other’s company as we celebrate all the learning and growth 
of our children as this year draws to a close. 
 
Yours sincerely    
 
Bronwyn Phillips 
Principal 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from the library  

 
A big, big THANK YOU to students and parents who have returned library books or started looking 
for lost books.  Each book lost costs the school valuable money to replace, so I really appreciate 
students returning books in time for stocktake.  If you have any questions feel free to send me an 
email at  tracey.paton@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au. 
 
Many thanks 
 
Tracey Paton  

 
 
 

 
  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+20:29
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Grade 6 Camp 
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