
 

NEWSLETTER NO.  1  TERM 1   

FRIDAY 5T H  FEBRUARY,  2021 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

 

Monday 8 February 2021 Prep Parent Morning Tea – 9.15-11.15am 

Wednesday 10 February 2021 Prep Rest Day 

Tuesday 16 February 2021 Shrove Tuesday 

Wednesday 17 February 2021 Ash Wednesday 

Prep Rest Day 

Wednesday 24 February 2021 Prep Rest Day 

Friday 26 February 2021 Cobaw Summer Sports (Grade 5 & 6) 

Welcome Family Picnic – 6.00pm 

Monday –Friday 1- 5 March 2021 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Monday 8 March 2021 Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 10 March 2021 Buddies Class Mass Gr P/1 & 5/6 – 9.30am 

Monday 15 March 2021 Grade 5 visit to Sacred Heart College 

Tuesday 16 March 2021 Whole School Sports 

Wednesday 17 March 2021 Grade 2 Class Mass (St Patrick’s Day) 

Friday 19 March 2021 School Photos 

Wednesday 24 March 2021 Sacrament of Reconciliation – 11.30-12.30pm 

Thursday 25 March 2021 Preps in Pjamas – 6.00-7.00pm 

Tuesday 30 March 2021 School Cross Country Run – 9.15-12.30pm 

Wednesday 31 March 2021 Last day of Term 1.  Dismissal 3.30pm 

Thursday 1 April 2021 School Closure Day – Staff PD 

Friday 2 April 2021 Good Friday 

Saturday 3 April 2021 Easter Saturday 

Sunday 4 April 2021 Easter Sunday 

Monday 5 April 2021 Easter Monday 

19 April 2021 Term 2 commences 

Please find the link to our school calendar here - school calendar 

 

Our St Ambrose community acknowledges the  

Traditional owners of this land and their ancestors  

We are committed to reconciliation with Indigenous  

Australians and in caring for our planet. 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/


 

Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,  
 
Welcome to the 

new school year 

which will offer 

promising 

opportunities and 

new beginnings! 

It has been a delight talking with our children and 

families after the summer break and hearing the 

happy and excited buzz of your children in the 

classrooms again. Last Wednesday morning it was my great privilege to meet with our diverse, 

talented and dedicated staff to realign, re-group and reconnect as well as to reflect collaboratively 

upon our aspirations for the year. This of course is informed by your children’s needs and is driven 

by our vision and mission as well as by our goals for school improvement. Why we chose to be 

educators ignites our passion and fuels our drive to achieve the highest standards for your 

children. We used the work of Dewitt Jones as some inspiration to set the tone for a positive and 

productive year where we aim to seek what is possible and use our combined strengths to 

maximise learning and growth. 

As a school community may we allow the essence of Christ to shine 
ever more brightly in our lives as we enter this New Year, in our 
work and in our friendships.  Luke’s Gospel about Jesus as a boy at 
the Temple illustrates that Jesus was a learner as well as a teacher. 
As a community we are led by his example and we are all learners 
and teachers together. 
 

We move into this new school year with renewed hope and vitality. 

As a staff we were also inspired by Marianne Williamson’s thoughts 

in the verse above. You may also find this verse motivating and 

empowering.  

As we approach this year let us provide even a little space for “inner 
work” and “deep listening” which can help prepare our hearts for the 
journey we share together. 
 
We pray as we enter into this school year that the times of “deep 
listening” may help us to make space to listen to our inner knowing; 
the ear of our heart, to God’s call to each one of us and to our 
community of St. Ambrose. May we be fully present with all those 
who accompany us on this journey and may we continue as 
partners with you in pursuing fullness of life for all. 
 

 



Our teachers are greatly aware of how important it is to develop a positive relationship with the 

students within their class and care as well as positive partnerships with you. Let’s together, make 

this year a fantastic experience for your children by continuing to work together, supporting each 

other, and showing a united front as to what we want and expect for and from them. Your 

children’s teachers want to hear from you if you need clarity on anything.  

Your child’s teacher is usually your first point of call however if you feel the need to discuss any 
issues with me along the way please email me on principal@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au or phone 
54271285 to make an appointment. 
 

We Warmly Welcome Our New Families 

Our St. Ambrose community is delighted to welcome the following new families: 
 
Arthur-Gibson, Collins, Dodds, McLeod, Swain, Turley, Bawden, Fiford, Horvath, Leorke, McGrath, 
Sutherland & Turner 
 
We welcome our Prep parents to join us this Monday February 8th at 9.15 am in our St. Ambrose 
Parish Hall for morning tea. This is a great opportunity to celebrate with us the new opportunity 
that 2021 brings and to connect with each other. We hope to see you there if you can make it. 
 
A Message from our Captains 

 

Hi everyone, 

My name is Fiachra, I’m one of your school 
captains this year. 
 
I enjoy playing Sports mainly soccer, Tennis and 
running.  Reading and creative writing are both 
hobbies that I like.My favourite subjects are 
math and P.E. 
 
This is my seventh year at St. Ambrose and I 
hope it will be the best one. You can find me in 
5/6R.  I can’t wait to help improve this school 
year together. 
 

 
 

Hi, my name is Georgia Jehle, one of the 2021 school captains, and I just thought it would be a 
good idea to share a bit about myself so that you can get to know me better. I love to read and 
write in fantasy genres, and my favourite movies are fantasy too. My favourite movie is The Book 
of Life, but my guilty pleasure is animated Disney movies (favourite is by far Mulan) and 
peppermint ice-cream. I’m in love with a book series called The Medoran Chronicles (which is 
fantasy). In my down time I love to draw, especially manga. I like to go up on Mount Macedon too. 
This year I’m looking forward to sports day and having fun with my house (Go Fatima!) and cross 

country. I’m really looking forward to working with you this year, and I wish a good 2021 to all!    

mailto:principal@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


New guidance on face masks 

Following the Government’s announcements regarding new state-wide restrictions that came into 
effect at 11:59pm on Wednesday 3 February, there is new guidance for schools regarding the 
wearing of masks. People aged 12 and over must wear a fitted face mask when in public indoor 
spaces unless there is a lawful reason not to. 

Students aged 12 or older must wear a face mask indoors when at school, unless they are 
attending a primary school, an Outside school hours care (OHSC) program or an exception 
applies. 

Children under 12 years of age and students at primary school or attending an OHSC program are 
not required to wear face masks. 

School staff are not required to wear face masks while teaching or caring, but those who wish to 
do so, can. Staff must wear face masks in indoor areas of the school when not teaching or caring. 

Visitors to school sites must also wear masks when indoors.  

We need to remain vigilant. We ask that you continue to practice social distancing and not enter 
the classrooms. Thank you for your continued understanding. 

PBL 
 
Your children may have already spoken with you 
about their progress with positive behaviours for 
learning. As detailed in newsletters last year, our 
school has taken on this approach to explicitly guide 
our community in how we behave together and treat 
each other. We will keep you informed about our 
progress. 

 

bee Respectful   bee Responsible   bee Resilient   bee Kind 
 

 
Parent Information Sessions 

 
We are offering classroom information sessions in each class grouping as detailed below.  It will allow 
further opportunity to learn more about how your children’s teachers support your child in their learning, 
classroom routines and expectations.  We encourage you to attend the sessions relevant to you. We hope 
that you will gain further clarity and insight into how we can work together to support your child's growth. 
 
Year Prep:  17 February 2021 5.00pm (Barb Ryan’s classroom – P/1R) 
Year One:  17 February 2021 5.50pm (Barb Ryan’s classroom – P/1R) 
Year Two:  17 February 2021 5.00pm or 5.50pm (Conor Van der Staay’s classroom – 2V) 
Year Three-Four: 17 February 2021 4.30pm or 5.00pm (Andrew Caminiti’s classroom – 3/4C) 
Year Five-Six:  17 February 2021 5.00pm or 5.30pm (Brenda McDonald’s classroom – 5/6M) 
 
Given the Covid-19 protocols we ask that one parent attend the sessions to keep numbers within 
guidelines. We also ask that you wear a mask to the sessions.  
  



Parents as Helpers 
 
We are yet to set the dates for our parents as helpers training. We are waiting on advice from 
MACS in the light of the latest coronavirus case. 
 
Anaphylaxis 
 
For your further information click on this link Anaphylactic-Shock-Management Policy to view our 
policy. As part of our health education our children learn about why we can’t share food at school. 
Food allergies is one of the reasons which you could also talk with your child about. 
 
Birthday & Food Treats 
 
In the interests of our children’s health needs please read the information later in this newsletter 
about birthday food and treats. It is our school policy that treats are not provided at school. Thank 
you for your understanding and co-operation. 
 
MACS Governance 

This year marks a new era for Catholic 
education, as 290 schools from across the 
Archdiocese of Melbourne have come 
together with the staff at James Goold 

House and the regional offices to form Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS). I will 
now refer to our governing body as MACS in our newsletters. 

Together with us MACS will work to achieve the mission of Catholic education, which is to 
proclaim the Good News and equip our young people with the knowledge, skills and hope to live 
meaningful lives and enrich the world around them. 

On a local level our school has not changed and we will continue to lead the delivery of high-
quality teaching that facilitates excellent learning outcomes for students and to work in partnership 
with parents, and parish priests who remain the custodians of mission in our communities. 

However, the new governance arrangements will represent what we hope 
are positive changes for all of us as MACS. Processes, policies, 
procedures and ways of working together will be centralised under this 
updated governance system. Further guidance on these matters and 
others will be forthcoming in the weeks and months ahead. 

Many of the senior leaders and regional staff of MACS will work with us as 
we complete this program of work.  

 

Staffing 2021  

Classrooms Teachers 

Prep-One R  Barb Ryan & ESO Tracey Paton 

Prep-One M  Emma McMahon & ESO Fiona Forbes 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Anaphylactic-Shock-Management.pdf


Prep-One T/A  Maree Thomas Mon-Wed & Jenni Awty Fridays  
ESO Jodie Wolfli 

Year 2 O  Kate Old & ESO Joel Dwyer 

Year 2 V  Conor Van Der Staay & ESO Joel Dwyer  

Year 3/4F  Marg Flett & ESO Sandy Howe 

Year 3/4C  Andrew Caminiti & ESO Rhonda Scanlon 

Year 3/4P  Micheal Portelli & ESOs Jenny Nelson & Jodie Wolfli 

Year 5/6R  Amanda Ramshaw & ESO Joanna Roch 

Year 5/6M  Brenda MacDonald & ESO Janene Attard 

ESO Joanne Green will also support both 5/6 classes for two hours each day  

Curriculum Enhancement  

Religious Education Leader  Eloise Meyer 

Learning & Teaching Leader   Debbie Geisler 

Literacy Leader    Jenny Boldiston 

 

Strategic Student Services 

Student Wellbeing Leader  Debbie Geisler 

Learning Diversity Leader  Jenny Boldiston 

Reading Recovery & MSL  Jenny Boldiston 

 

Specialist Subject Teachers 

Music & Performing Arts  Eloise Meyer 

Visual Arts    Clare Shannon 

Physical Education   Kristy Cavric 

ICT     Kelly Woodman  

LOTE (Japanese)   Miho Yamashita 

 

School Administration 

School Administration Officer  Justine Mitchener  

School Administration Finance Officer Karen Basa 

Deputy Principal    Debbie Geisler 

Principal     Bronwyn Phillips 

Parish Priest     Fr. Martin Fleming 

  



School Bell Times 

As your child’s first recess time will be at 11.00am, it is essential that they 

have come to school having eaten a healthy and nutritional breakfast that 

will keep them energised through the morning. The same must be said 

for their morning break and lunch meals that should provide your child 

with a healthy nutritional meal to see them through the day. Your child 

may also have a raw food snack at 10.00 am if they are hungry. We 

encourage nude food to lessen our ecological footprint. It is great to see 

so many children using lunch boxes with compartments or waxed cloth 

which minimises the need for plastic wrapping.  

 

Bell Times 

8.45am Classrooms open Music 

9.00am Class starts Bell 

11.05am Recess Bell 

11.25am Assemble Music 

11.30am Class starts Bell 

1.40pm Lunch Bell 

2.25pm Assemble Music 

2.30pm Class starts Bell 

3.30pm Dismissal Bell 

 

School Assemblies 

In order to comply with 

Covid-safe protocols we 

will need to continue with 

our fortnightly assemblies 

online. Our first assembly 

for this year will be on 

Monday February 8th at 

3.00 pm. These meetings 

will be student led by our 

year 6 leaders. 

 

Music Lessons 

We are delighted that Jake will be resuming onsite music lessons from 

Wednesday 10th February. See his flyer attached later in this 

newsletter for further details. 



Safer Internet Day 2021  

 

On Safer Internet Day the world 

comes together with a shared vision 

of making online experiences better 

for everyone. 

Free webinars - eSafety's parent 

guide to cyberbullying and online 

drama. 

This Safer Internet Day 2021 webinar 

hosted by the Office of the eSafety 

Commissioner will look at how parents 

and carers can support young people 

to have safe and respectful online 

relationships and what to do if things go wrong. 

It will cover: 

• starting conversations with your child about their online friendships and positive ways to deal with 

changing relationships. 

• understanding the rights, laws and community expectations that govern social media use. 

• where to seek help if your child is involved in a cyberbullying incident. 

The webinar will include case studies, research and targeted advice so you can support the young people 

in your life to have safe, enjoyable online experiences. 

Dates for webinars in Victoria: 

Tuesday 9 February 7.30 to 8.30 pm  

Wednesday 10 February 12.30 to 1.30 pm 

Wednesday 10 February 7.30 to 8.30 pm 

Monday 15 February 12.30 to 1.30 pm 

Monday 22 March 12.30 to 1.30 pm 

Register at https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars 

Pictured above is one of our ten new digital interactive screens  

All of our classes now have a digital interactive screen.   

Covid Safe Guide 

We continue to follow the following Covid-19 safe protocols to 

ensure we keep our school environment free from the spread of 

coronavirus.  

 Remain at least 1.5 metres from other individuals and 
wherever possible, follow the “one person per 4 square 
metres” rule. 

 Only have one person in small work areas.  
 Avoid shaking hands, hugging or touching others. 
 Avoid large gatherings indoors. 
 Always use good hand and cough/sneeze hygiene. 
 Don’t share food or drinks in the workplace. 
 Practise the recommended hygiene and cleaning protocols. 

http://vcspb.schoolzineplus.com/_r/BByro/60187f092012b


 Visitors, contractors and delivery drivers need to follow sign-in, physical distancing, hygiene and 
cleaning protocols.  

 Staff and visitors are being reminded to remain hyper vigilant in maintaining good personal hygiene, at 
all times. 

 We keep a record of all staff, students and visitors who attend on-site for more than 15 minutes. 
 We record the name, contact details, date, and time of attendance at school, as well as the areas of the 

school that the person attended. 
 The sign-in process includes reference to maintaining the confidentiality of records in accordance with 

the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (Vic.). 

Upon arrival at the school/office all visitors, contractors, staff and students are being asked to confirm that 

they have not: 

 Experienced fever or flu-like symptoms, such as coughing, sore throat and fatigue. 
 Experienced shortness of breath. 
 Been in close contact with someone who has returned from overseas or a covid-19 hotspot, in the last 

14 days. 
 Been in close contact with someone with a confirmed case of covid-19 
 

 

New Seating 

Our children are enjoying the new seating Vlad 

and his team concreted in over the summer 

break. You may also use them when we have 

our twilight picnic! 

 

 

Literacy Testing 

Thank you for bringing your children in for their formal pre- testing in Literacy. Our teachers found great 

benefit in having this uninterrupted time to gain an accurate measure of where to start the year with your 

child in terms of their Literacy learning and they also valued this 1-1 time to build on their rapport with each 

of their students for 2021. We hope that your children also enjoyed this opportunity to spend time with their 

teacher and ease into the New Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be Sunsmart: Apply Sunscreen 

During term one and term four we ask that our children apply sunscreen before they come to school. Each 

class also has a supply of sunscreen which is reapplied before going out to lunch. Children need also to 

wear their St Ambrose sunhat when outdoors. Your child may also bring their own sunscreen from home if 

you prefer a particular brand or if your child has skin allergies. You can access our SunSmart policy via this 

link - SunSmart Policy 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/St-Ambrose-SunSmart-Policy.pdf


Shed Clean-Up 

We thank Vlad Basa and his team for doing a top job of cleaning 

up our shed. All stored items are now ordered and easy to 

access. The giant baubles pictured are for sale for $100 each 

(RRP $450) and the chairs pictured below can also be picked up 

outside the shed area on Anslow St if you would like some 

children’s chairs. The money we have raised from the sale of 

items we no longer use is being allocated towards buying soft 

furnishings for our children to use in the corridor which we are 

repurposing into a learning street. We will also purchase a 

couch for visitors to use when they are waiting in the office 

area. 

Photo Permission 

Each family signs a photo 

permission authority when they 

enrol at our school. This allows 

us to use photos of your 

children in our newsletters and 

on our website. Sometimes they 

are also used in local papers. Those families who do not wish their children’s photo to be used let us know 

via this form also. If you wish to update or change these permissions please contact Justine at the office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



School Canteen 

It is our aim to re-open our school canteen this term. It is 
currently closed however we will inform you when we are able 
to re-open it.  
 

  
 

Student Initiatives: 
 

COLOURING COMPETITION! 
 

Hi!  Our names are Cait, Rachael and Olivia.  
We have organised a whole school colouring competition. The reason why we did it, was so 
everyone could have some fun! 
 

There will be two categories: 
 

 Junior {Prep to Grade 3}  
 Senior {Grade 4 to Grade 6} 
 

See Rachael or Olivia {5/6R} to pick up the colouring. Entries close February 19th 2021. 
 

 

 

 

 4 Jan  Scarlett M 

 4 Jan  Grace S 

 5 Jan  Owen V 

 7 Jan  Harriet F 

 10 Jan  Rose B 

 15 Jan  Leo W 

 15 Jan  Hayden L 

 15 Jan  Mia T 

 16 Jan  Patrick F 

 16 Jan  Oscar D 

 17 Jan  Caysen E-S 

 17 Jan  Ethan W 

 18 Jan  Archer C 

 20 Jan  Sophie V 

 21 Jan  Leon G 

 21 Jan  Danielle L 

 22 Jan  Elliot D 

 22 Jan  Hugo C 

 23 Jan  Billie H 

 24 Jan  Oli J 

 26 Jan  Chris W 

 27 Jan  Amari B 

 28 Jan  Bailey P 

 30 Jan  Emrys G 

 2 Feb  Florence C 

 2 Feb  Heidi M 

 3 Feb  Isla N 

 3 Feb  Miranda B 

 5 Feb  Ava H 

 5 Feb  Joseph O 

 6 Feb  Bronte M 

 7 Feb  Varli F 

 7 Feb  Lachlan P 



New Digital Interactive Screens 

We hope that your children are both enjoying as well as 

gaining benefits from our new interactive digital screens. 

These have added many more options to support our 

students’ 

learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

Twilight Picnic 

We are all looking forward to meeting again as a 

community at our twilight picnic on February 26th 

from 6pm in our beautiful school grounds. See 

further details in the attached flyer. 

School Uniform 
 
Your children are looking very smart in their 
uniforms. Our uniform policy can be accessed via 
this link Uniform Policy & Dress Code All of our 
students are expected to wear the school uniform. 
This includes plain navy or white socks. Sports 
socks with logos are not part of our school uniform.  
 

 

Year 6 Rugby Tops for 2021 

We have introduced a rugby top option for 2021. The students collaborated on 
the design which also display our PBL four expectations which they will lead in 
our school. The Year 6 class may wear the rugby top throughout the year on 
any day. All students now have their sports shirt and they may wear on sports 
days in terms 1-3 and on any day in term 4. The rugby tops are due to arrive in 
the office early next week.  We will let you know when they arrive. 
 

2021 Term Dates  

Term 1 Wednesday 27 January (Staff Return) 

Thurs. 28 & Fri 29 Jan. student 1-1 Literacy Interviews 

Monday 1 Feb Classes Resume 

Last day of term 1 Thursday 1 April  

Easter Break – Friday 2 – Monday 5 April 

Term 2 Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June  

Term 3 Monday 12 July – Friday 17 September 

Term 4 Monday 4 October – Friday 17 December 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Uniform-Policy-Dress-Code.pdf


Thank you for your feedback about our weekly newsletter. I will share this with you next week 
when I have had an opportunity to review it carefully. We will take on board your recommendations 
with the view to provide a newsletter which you find useful and informative.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Bronwyn Phillips 
Principal 
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