
 

NEWSLETTER NO.  2  TERM 1   

FRIDAY 12T H  FEBRUARY,  2021 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

 

Tuesday 16 February 2021 Shrove Tuesday 

Wednesday 17 February 2021 

 
 

Ash Wednesday 

Prep Rest Day 

Parent information Sessions (Postponed) 

Wednesday 24 February 2021 Prep Rest Day 

Friday 26 February 2021 Cobaw Summer Sports (Grade 5 & 6) 

Welcome Family Picnic – 6.00pm 

Monday –Friday 1- 5 March 2021 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Wednesday 3 March Parent information Sessions: 

Prep - 5.00pm (Barb Ryan’s classroom – P/1R) 

Grade 1 - 5.50pm (Barb Ryan’s classroom – P/1R) 

Grade 2 5.00 & 5.50pm  

Monday 8 March 2021 Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 10 March 2021 Buddies Class Mass Gr P/1 & 5/6 – 9.30am 

Monday 15 March 2021 Grade 5 visit to Sacred Heart College 

Tuesday 16 March 2021 Whole School Sports 

Wednesday 17 March 2021 Grade 2 Class Mass (St Patrick’s Day) 

Friday 19 March 2021 School Photos 

Wednesday 24 March 2021 Sacrament of Reconciliation – 11.30-12.30pm 

Thursday 25 March 2021 Preps in Pjamas – 6.00-7.00pm 

Tuesday 30 March 2021 School Cross Country Run – 9.15-12.30pm 

Wednesday 31 March 2021 Last day of Term 1.  Dismissal 3.30pm 

Thursday 1 April 2021 School Closure Day – Staff PD 

Friday 2 April 2021 Good Friday 

Saturday 3 April 2021 Easter Saturday 

Sunday 4 April 2021 Easter Sunday 

Monday 5 April 2021 Easter Monday 

19 April 2021 Term 2 commences 

Please find the link to our school calendar here - school calendar 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/


 

Our St Ambrose community acknowledges the  
Traditional owners of this land and their ancestors           
We are committed to reconciliation with Indigenous  
Australians and in caring for our planet. 
 

“We are made in God’s image; that’s where 
the light comes from.” Song by Vince Gill 

 
 
 
 
Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends, 
  
Following Premier Daniel Andrews latest announcement I am sorry to inform you that we are mandated to 

close our school over Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of next week. As of 11.59 pm tonight our state, 

Victoria will go into stage four lockdown. We will only be able to accommodate children: 

 whose parents are considered essential workers, cannot work from home and where no other 
supervision arrangements can be made. 

 who are in the vulnerable category. 

This lockdown is intended to be a circuit breaker to stop the spread of this highly infectious UK strain of 
Covid 19. Please email Debbie Geisler (debbie.geisler@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au) only if you think you 
both qualify and will need onsite care. We want to limit numbers to help stop the spread and can only offer 
onsite supervision strictly according to those who qualify. Teaching staff will be working from home using 
this opportunity to conduct Parent-Student-Teacher Conversations. Teachers will also email home learning 
experiences on Monday morning. You may book your time slot via Operoo and your teachers will send you 
a meeting link on Monday morning.  

On a brighter note thank you to each of you for preparing and supporting your children to enjoy a positive 
start to 2021. The Prep children have made a tremendous start. It’s been lovely seeing happy smiling faces 
each day as the children begin to learn about their new school. Photos throughout this newsletter capture 
some delightful moments. Walking around all of the classrooms has been wonderful. Our children have 
quickly re-engaged in school life. We set off to a busy start and now with books labelled, desks arranged, 
lists confirmed, routines established and school expectations revisited your children are immersed in their 
learning.  
 
Following our newsletter survey we have taken into account your feedback and the newsletter will remain 
our central form of documented communication as a weekly feature with updated information as required. 
Thank you for your constructive comments. It was reassuring to hear that for the majority of you the 
newsletter is a useful and informative document. There was strong support to continue the photos, the 
calendar grid, parenting tips and information about what is happening across the school. Most reported that 
they prefer the new format however we are considering how we can make it easier to read from mobile 
phones. We will also add a teacher and class of the week section from next week. Where possible we will 
use links to refer to more lengthy texts and point form when appropriate. Our junior rooms are adopting 
Seesaw where they will share photos of your child’s classroom work with you as applicable. We are 
considering other ways of making photos more readily available for you to view whilst also maintaining 
confidentiality. We are encouraging our middle and senior students to read the newsletter and hope that the 
colour framed photos make it more child friendly. 
 
Your child’s teacher is generally the best ‘first’ point of contact if you have any concerns, however I 
welcome parents emailing me if needed (bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au). In the light of 
recent Covid-19 outbreaks we need to remain disciplined about our Covid safe routines and practices. We 
will wait for cases to settle before we look at when and in what capacity the school canteen will open and 
when we will resume our parents as helpers programs. Thank you again for your patience and 
understanding. 
 

 

Heavenly Father, 

Come be with us today! Fill our 

hearts with joy; fill our minds with 

learning; fill our classrooms with 

peace. Fill our lessons with fun; 

fill our friendships with kindness 

and fill our school with love. 

Amen.  

Chosen & read by Georgia at assembly this 

week. 

mailto:debbie.geisler@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


Let’s pray that this lockdown is successful, brief and above all we stay safe this year. Please regularly 
check the newsletter and read Operoo messages for updated Covid safety measures which will need to be 
implemented. Blessings to you all during these challenging times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parent-Student-Teacher Chats 
 
We have decided to schedule online parent-student-teacher conversations over the closure days to give 
you an opportunity to check in together with your child and teacher. 
The purpose of PTSCs are: 

For Students  

 ownership for progress in learning 
 increased interaction between student, teacher and parents 
 independence 
 self-assessment and reflection on their progress 
 active participation in setting learning goals 
 to enhance self esteem 
 enable student voice 

For Parents 

 active participation in their child’s learning 
 better understanding of that learning 
 opportunity for more positive communication between home and school 
 a chance for parents to talk with their child and teacher productively and positively 
 an opportunity for parents to see their child’s enthusiasm for work 
 a chance to gain a better understanding of school itself 
 to strengthen parent-student-teacher partnership 

 

 
  



Student Leader & Staff Commissioning 
 
On Wednesday we gathered online to 
formally congratulate and welcome our student leaders as 
well as whole staff. During the commissioning service we 
prayed for all of our leaders and school community. 
Pictured is our student leadership team as detailed below. 
We pray for them all as they assume their roles for this 
year. 
 
Leadership photos  

 
  

Social Justice Team - Bronte, M, Darley C, Cait M, Lola C, 
Rachael F, Lucy K, Hattie B, Zoey T & Safara K 

 

School Captains – Fiachra H & Georgia G 
 Sport Captains – Riley C & Zara C 

 

Liturgy Leaders - Luke C, Heidi M & Archer C 
 

Carmel Captains - Matilda W & Freddie S 
 

Lourdes Blue Captains- Mason L & Chloe M 

Fatima Captains - Danielle L & Danny S 
 

Mercy Captains – Ben N & Olivia 
H 

 



Numeracy Grant  
 
Catholic Education Melbourne’s Horizons of Hope framework acknowledges 
the importance of quality teaching to maximise the achievement of all 
students in Mathematics. 
 
‘Learning brings Hope. At the very heart of each Catholic school is the desire for the full flourishing 
of each student’ (Horizons of Hope)  
 
We are delighted to have been successful in gaining a grant from MACS 
to support us to enable our goals to enhance our numeracy programs at 
our school. This is in line with our goal to assist our school to articulate 
measurable and achievable actions that we can take to improve the 
experience of learning mathematics for all students. The grant will allow 
us to: 
 
1. Appoint a mathematics leader with adequate release to enact the 

school’s mathematics action plan. 
 
The mathematics leader will support teachers in various ways such as 
analysing data in context, leading facilitated planning sessions, 
developing priorities for improvement and guiding the professional learning of teachers. 
 
2. Establish a mathematics leadership team to drive the learning and teaching of 

mathematics at a classroom level. 
The mathematics leadership team will support the mathematics leader to develop, enact and 
embed the mathematics action plan. This team’s responsibilities could include leading discussions 
during collaborative planning, and supporting and monitoring the learning and teaching of 
mathematics at a classroom level.  
 
3. Enable structures that maximise the learning and teaching of 

mathematics. 
Schools have a set time allocated for the learning and teaching of 
mathematics and regular (fortnightly) professional learning team 
meetings (or equivalent) for mathematics across the term. Our 
mathematics leader will be given opportunities to further develop their 
leadership skills and is on the school leadership team, attending 
meetings as required. There are scheduled ‘collaborative planning’ 
sessions across all year levels and teachers will be provided with 
opportunities to further develop their capabilities in mathematics. 
 
4. Understand how to use data effectively to differentiate experiences in ways that 

maximise learning opportunities for all students and guide the learning and teaching of 
mathematics. 

Teachers use data effectively to drive the learning and teaching of mathematics at a classroom 
level. They use data to guide planning and teaching to meet the needs of all students. 
 
We will continue to develop and implement a plan for sustainable, high quality mathematics 
learning and teaching practices across the school in the longer term. This will include: 
 



 Building the capacity of mathematics leadership across the 
school   

 Raising the profile of mathematics learning and teaching 
across the school and community. 

 Liaison with MACS Mathematics Learning Consultants to 
support mathematics leader in the implementation of their 
mathematics action plan.  
 

We will keep you informed of our progress. 
 
 
 
Shrove Tuesday Home Learning Activity 

 
 
Student Initiatives 
 
It is always uplifting listening to our 
students ideas. Pictured are Jacob, Riley 
and Alani who all came to propose their 
plans which are to be further developed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prep parent Morning Tea 

 
It was lovely to meet with our new families on Monday morning and learn more about them. Thank 
you for coming along to our morning tea. We are looking forward to working with you all. 
 
Masterplan & Design Brief 
 
I met with Mardi Butcher, MACS architect, this week to revisit 
our design brief in order to gain the best possible result from 
our building grant. I will provide you with an updated design 
brief in next week’s newsletter. 
 
Celebrate Harmony Week in Schools! 
  
Harmony Week is an Australian Government initiative held 
each year, celebrating Australia’s cultural diversity. The 
message of Harmony Week celebrations is ‘Everyone 
Belongs’.  
 

This year Harmony Week will be celebrated from 15 to 21 March. 

Our teachers and staff will create opportunities for students to think, talk about and recognise how 
our differences make Australia a great place to live. 

Garden Club 
 
As soon as the restrictions lift we plan to resume garden club activities. Our sincere thanks to 
Meagan Stewart for tending to the garden which is producing well over the summer. Meagan is 
needing volunteers to assist with Garden Club on Tuesdays from 1.40-2.40. Please email Meagan 
if you can help - findmeagsstewart@gmail.com  
 

 



Interactive Village  
 
The children would be able to engage in further make believe play if we 
could build a child sized little village in the garden area under the trees 
on the Anslow St side. If you have any unwanted: 
 

 Cubby Houses 

 Wooden materials which you don’t need 

 Iron or 

 Sticks (1-2 metre in length) for Tepee Building 
 

Can you email me on bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au? 
 
When we can we will have a working bee and make a start! 
 
Carpark Safety 
 
Please continue to exercise caution and care when dropping off and picking up.  
 
Farewell Jayne 
 
Last Sunday we celebrated the retirement of much loved staff member Jayne O’Callaghan who retired 
from our school in 2019.  
 
Jayne has taught in schools for over thirty years and 
finished her teaching career here at St Ambrose’s as a 
classroom teacher, Specialist Phys. Ed. Teacher, the R.E. 
Co-ordinator and lastly performing the role of Sacramental 
Leader.  She became a highly valued member at St 
Ambrose’s who was a privilege to work alongside. 
The following symbols were presented at her farewell Mass: 
 
Walking Boots - Jayne is an avid walker who loves to get in 
a 6-10km walk every day. 
Walking highlights include the Overland Track in Tassie in 
2003, the Coast To Coast walk across England in 2006 and 
more recently Mt Bogong and the Razorback from Mt 
Hotham to Mt Feathertop. For those of us who know Jayne, she 
walks very quickly which made it hard for even her fellow staff 
members to keep up with her in the school hallway.  
 
Netball   Jayne's love of netball spans more than 50 years.  She 
only retired from playing a couple of years ago, still winning a Most 
Valuable Player in the Grand Final award in her mid-60s!  She 
continues her involvement as an umpire and mentor. 
 
Bike Helmet  Jayne is a keen cyclist and would often be seen riding 
to St Ambrose on her days at work.  She loves getting away for a 
few nights with her husband Bill on their bikes.  Highlights include 
riding to Echuca, Bright (x2), Mansfield and Marysville, riding along the Danube River in Austria and a 
couple of days riding around Berlin, in Germany.  She still dreams of riding from London to Paris! Good 
luck with that Jayne. 
 
Family Photo  Jayne loves nothing more than her family.  With 6 children plus partners, and now 15 
grandchildren, that's 29 of us when we all get together.  Jayne finds time for them all, always has an 
ear for them, and in retirement will no doubt enjoy their company more and more.  Bill has promised to 
organise a few days away, occasionally, for sanity's sake! 

mailto:bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


 
Essendon Jumper  Her love of the Essendon Football Club needs no elaboration. Her and Bill are 
members of the MCC and they often attend games at the MCG cheering on her beloved Bombers. It 
was with great excitement that Jayne welcomed some Essendon players to St Ambrose’s to conduct a 
footy clinic with some of our students. I think Jayne was more excited than our students to see them at 
our school. 
 
Rosary Beads  Jayne is a great believer in reciting the rosary.  It was a good way of putting the kids to 
sleep in the Kombi days but still features on any long drive we do.  Whilst it can have the effect of 
putting the driver to sleep, Bill has no doubt that it has somehow helped them reach our destination 
safely and usually break-down free!  Jayne's faith is personal and strong, and she cherished her roles 
of R.E. Co-ordinator and Sacramental Leader over her last years in teaching. 
 
Planner and Resources Folder - From Day 1 of her teaching career, Jayne was a meticulous 
planner.  In the early days of "Chalk and Talk", she would spend hours planning the weeks work and 
activities, and she took great pride in her use of the blackboard as an educational tool.  Jayne changed 
with the times and her move to St Ambrose’s  brought with it a thirst for technology.  Credit to Rob 
Macklin for fostering this!  It should be said, that in the early days, it was actually Bill who did most of 
the typing for her!  Jayne not only prepared well, but she was always happy to share her work, 
knowledge and experience, often developing resources for all to use. 
 
Yard Duty Roster-  Jayne would always volunteer to do extra yard duties when she was employed at 
St Ambrose’s. She would often say to teachers that she would do their yard duties so that they could 
have extra time at Recess or Lunch to relax before having to go back into the classroom to teach. We 
all appreciated this! 
 
 Jayne was a most caring and thoughtful person. She is a dedicated family person.  She is a most 
loving mother to her six children and grandmother to her fifteen grandchildren.  In retirement, she will 
continue to devote time to her extended family and pursue her love of walking, cycling and netball, the 
latter in an umpiring role rather than a playing role.   Enjoy your retirement Jayne and Bill from all at St 
Ambrose’s!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 



  



Parents as Helpers 
 
We are yet to set the dates for our parents as helpers training. We are waiting on advice from 
MACS in the light of the latest coronavirus cases. 
 
Uniform Shop 
 
Online orders will now be filled and taken to your child’s classroom on Tuesdays rather than 
Mondays.  Orders can be placed online at https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au. We are in the process 
of changing our suppliers. This means that as our old supplies sell out there may be a short 
waiting period before the new supplier gets the orders in. This will only be the case during this 
period of transitioning to our new supplier. Thank you for your patience. 
 

Be Sunsmart: Apply Sunscreen 

During term one and term four we ask that our children apply sunscreen before they come to school. Each 

class also has a supply of sunscreen which is reapplied before going out to lunch. Children need also to 

wear their St Ambrose sunhat when outdoors. Your child may also bring their own sunscreen from home if 

you prefer a particular brand or if your child has skin allergies. You can access our SunSmart policy via this 

link - SunSmart Policy 

 
School Uniform 
 
Your children are looking very smart in their uniforms. Our uniform policy can be accessed via this 
link Uniform Policy & Dress Code All of our students are expected to wear the school uniform. This 
includes plain navy or white socks. Sports socks with logos are not part of our school uniform.  
 

 

 

Year 6 Rugby Tops for 2021 

The rugby tops are due to arrive in the office next week.  We will let you know 
when they arrive. 

 

 

 
2021 Term Dates  

Term 1 

Last day of term 1 Thursday 1 April  

Easter Break – Friday 2 – Monday 5 April 

Term 2 Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June  

Term 3 Monday 12 July – Friday 17 September 

Term 4 Monday 4 October – Friday 17 December 

 
  

https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/
http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/St-Ambrose-SunSmart-Policy.pdf
http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Uniform-Policy-Dress-Code.pdf


COVIDSafe practices at St Ambrose 
 

Maintaining a COVIDSafe school is our highest priority. We are aligned with Victoria’s COVIDSafe 

principles and acknowledge the unique school setting as both a place of work for staff and a 

learning environment for children, drawing on international literature/evidence.  

A combination of strategies is required to minimise transmission risk. No single strategy 

completely reduces risk and not every measure will always be feasible and applicable to all 

education settings. Where some controls are not feasible, others should be enhanced. Strategies 

should also be adjusted over time in line with changing risk of transmission in the community. The 

Catholic School Operations Guide provides point in time and detailed advice on specific activities 

and operations for all schools, informed by COVIDSafe advice from the Department of Education 

and Catholic Education Melbourne. 

 

 

The latest information about COVID-19 and schools is available on the Catholic Education Melbourne 

website. If you would like information from the Department of Health and Human Services. You can also 

visit www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus. 

  



  

 

Student Awards 

 

Congratulations to the following students: 

 

P/1R Cooper L for being engaged during independent writing. 

P/1R Isabelle M for independently hearing and recording sounds when writing. 

P/1M Emrys G for being genuinely kind and welcoming to the new Prep students. 

P/1M Elliot D  for his outstanding effort during independent writing. 

P/1TA Niamh F for settling well into Prep and working hard. 

P/1TA Walter G for settling and working hard in Grade One. 

2O Amity C for being positive and friendly every day and making others smile.  Thank you! 

2V Oliver S for being responsible and safe in class! 

2V Madi Y  for being kind and helping others! 

3/4C Maeve D for showing confidence in yourself and working outside your comfort zone. 

3/4C Aidan S for having a gung-ho attitude and being a keen contributor. 

3/4F Kevin M for taking on leadership roles in the classroom without actually being asked! 

3/4F Alani F  for showing initiative in the classroom. Thank you! 

3/4P whole class for an excellent start to term 1. 

3/4P Joseph M for settling in well and making new friends. 

5/6M Riley C   for positive mindset towards his learning.  A wonderful start! 

5/6M Tilly M  for her expertise and teacher support of our new “SMART BOARD”! 

5/6R Olivia H for writing an outstanding paragraph in English 

5/6R Chloe M for making a fantastic start to Term One. 

Sports Star of Week Nicholas G for excellent listening in PE sessions. 

Art Aidan S  for recognising that art can express feelings 

Art 5/6R  for demonstrating excellent leadership skills moving to and from the art room and  

   during art.  Well done! 
 

8 Feb   Sam G 

9 Feb   Hayden J 

10 Feb  Nye B 

10 Feb  Ryder S 

14 Feb  Tilly M 

17 Feb  Nick G 



 

 

 

COLOURING COMPETITION! 
 

Hi!  Our names are Cait, Rachael and Olivia.  
We have organised a whole school colouring 
competition. The reason why we did it, was so 
everyone could have some fun!  
 

There will be two categories: 
 

 Junior {Prep to Grade 3}  
 Senior {Grade 4 to Grade 6} 
 

See Rachael or Olivia {5/6R} to pick up the colouring. Entries close February 19th 2021. 
 

 
Stay safe and positive everyone. We can do this! 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
Bronwyn Phillips 
Principal 



  



 
 

 

  



 

 

  



POSTPONED – NEW DATES TO FOLLOW 

 

  



 

  



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 



 
 


