
 

NEWSLETTER NO.  3  TERM 1   

FRIDAY 19T H  FEBRUARY,  2021 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

 

Wednesday 24 February 2021 Prep Rest Day 

Garden Club 1.45pm 

Year 3/4 Parent Information Session –4.30pm via Google meet 

Year 5/6 Parent Information Session – 5.00pm via Google meet 

Grade 6 Camp Meeting – 5.30pm via Google meet 

Friday 26 February 2021 Cobaw Summer Sports (Grade 5 & 6) 

Welcome Family Picnic – 6.00pm (postponed until Term 2) 

Monday –Friday 1- 5 March 2021 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Wednesday 3 March  Garden Club 1.45pm 

Monday 8 March 2021 Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 10 March 2021 Buddies Class Mass Gr P/1 & 5/6 – 9.30am 

Garden Club 1.45pm 

Monday 15 March 2021 Grade 5 visit to Sacred Heart College 

Tuesday 16 March 2021 Whole School Sports 

Wednesday 17 March 2021 Grade 2 Class Mass (St Patrick’s Day) 

Friday 19 March 2021 School Photos 

Wednesday 24 March 2021 Sacrament of Reconciliation – 11.30-12.30pm 

Thursday 25 March 2021 Preps in Pjamas – 6.00-7.00pm 

Tuesday 30 March 2021 School Cross Country Run – 9.15-12.30pm 

Wednesday 31 March 2021 Last day of Term 1.  Dismissal 3.30pm 

Thursday 1 April 2021 School Closure Day – Staff PD 

Friday 2 April 2021 Good Friday 

Saturday 3 April 2021 Easter Saturday 

Sunday 4 April 2021 Easter Sunday 

Monday 5 April 2021 Easter Monday 

19 April 2021 Term 2 commences 

Please find the link to our school calendar here - school calendar 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/


 

Our St Ambrose community acknowledges the  
Traditional Custodians of the lands that we 
meet and travel. 
 
We pay our respects to leaders and Elder’s 
past, present and emerging for they hold the 
memories, the traditions, the culture and the 
hopes of their people. 
 
 We express our gratitude in the sharing of this 
land, our sorrow for the personal, spiritual and 
cultural costs of that sharing and our hope that 
we may walk forward together in harmony and 
in the spirit of healing. 
 

 
 

Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,  
 

Thank you for your flexibility over this past week in your 

response to the five day lockdown. Our children have also 

demonstrated how well they are able to adapt during these 

times and have quickly settled back into their classroom 

routines. 

In his message for Lent 2021 which began this week, Pope 

Francis asks people to “experience Lent with love,” which 

“rejoices in seeing others grow.” I would like to share some 

of his message with you in this newsletter. 

“To experience Lent with love means caring for those who 

suffer or feel abandoned and fearful because of the COVID-

19 pandemic. In these days of deep uncertainty about the future, let us keep in mind the Lord’s 

word to his Servant, ‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you’ (Isaiah 43:1). In our charity, may we 

speak words of reassurance and help others to realise that God loves them as sons and 

daughters,” Pope Francis wrote in the message published on Friday. 

He emphasised that even a small amount of almsgiving when offered with “joy and simplicity” 

can multiply, as did “the loaves blessed, broken and given by Jesus to the disciples to 

distribute to the crowd”. 

“Love is a gift that gives meaning to our lives. It enables us to 

view those in need as members of our own family, as friends, 

brothers or sisters. A small amount, if given with love, never 

ends, but becomes a source of life and happiness,” the Pope 

said. 

 
For the full story click: Pope Francis Lent 2021 message 

  

 

A prayer for Shrove Tuesday 
 

Slow us down for the fast. 
Still our restless spirits ... 
Calm our racing minds ... 

Centre our being ... 
Let our longing linger. 

Let it take root 
and create a beautiful yearning space 

that has the time to ache ... 
Slow us down for the fast. 

 
Silence the siren voices ... 
Wait for our weary wanting 

to meet our need and find common 
ground ... 

Hold back the driving beat of our hearts 
and let the drums of our internal wars 

fall silent ... 
Slow us down for the fast. 

Before the journey begins ... 
Before the wanderlust calls us ... 
Before the wilderness beckons .. 
and breaks our searching spirits.. 

 
Slow us down for the fast. 

 
~ Sally Foster-Fulton 

 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/Pope-francis-lent-2021-message-experience-lent-with-love-by-caring-for-those-affected-by-pandemic-19056


Shrove Tuesday Home Learning Activity 
 
Shrove Tuesday is the day before Ash Wednesday, observed in many Christian countries through 
participating in confession and absolution, the ritual burning of the previous year's Holy Week palms, 
finalizing one's Lenten sacrifice, as well as eating pancakes and other sweets. 
 
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, Lent is a season of reflection and preparation before the celebrations 
of Easter. By observing the 40 days of Lent, Christians replicate Jesus Christ's sacrifice and 
withdrawal into the desert for 40 days. Lent is marked by fasting, both from food and festivities. 
 
We were delighted to receive a vast array of delectable looking pancakes made by our very clever 
children on Shrove Tuesday.  We have included as many photos as we could later in this newsletter.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This morning my brothers, Mum and I had fun making pancakes for the St Ambrose Shrove 
Tuesday pancake challenge. 
 

My brothers love dinosaurs and we decided to make blue and green T-Rex and Triceratop 
pancakes. We used cookie cutter for the shapes.  

 
I wanted to create a big stack of yummy pancakes and I picked 
the flavours to go with the banana choc ice 
cream. The two flavours are choc chip and 
raspberry coconut. The pancakes fell off the 
plate just before taking the photo and we 
had to re-stack them.  
  
I left a blue pancake on top which was left 
over from my brother's pancake mixture 
because blue is my favourite colour.  
 
We all had lots of fun making and eating the 
pancakes!  
 
 
 



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Some food for Thought  

 
This article is from the February 15 issue of The Herald Sun Digital Edition. 

 
For many of our school principals, Friday was an interesting day. By midmorning, their phones and email 
inboxes were pinging furiously as the rumours swirled of another lockdown and yet another switch to a 
version of remote learning yet to be determined. 
 
For many, the best they could do for the families in their communities was to let them know they didn’t 
really know what was going on and they’d let them know when they themselves had some insights. 
 
Some had teachers frantically preparing work packs in the afternoon and some were transferring untaught 
online lessons from deep inside school servers to their desktops. Students were told to take home as many 
of their books as could be crammed into their bursting backpacks. 
 
Departmental emails arrived with Victoria’s government school principals almost at the same time as their 
students, backs straining under the weight of those bags, marched out of the school gates. 
 
The news was unwelcome yet expected. Schools, as we know them, will be closed once more … at least 
until Thursday. 

 
For our educators, this lockdown incarnation came even more suddenly 
than the two previous versions. And as such, there’s already commentary 
about that lack of preparation translating into some kind of debilitating 
educational disadvantage for Victoria’s kids. 
 
It’s nonsense. Yes, it’s disruptive, but Victoria’s kids are going to be just 
fine and, in fact, might just learn a 
thing or two that’s going to hold them 
in good stead for an uncertain global 
future. 
 

Firstly, kids learn in a multitude of different ways and, for some, the 
traditional classroom isn’t so suitable. I’m yet to find a teacher who 
didn’t encounter at least one student who unexpectedly thrived 
through remote learning. 
 
Some worry that students are rapidly falling behind those in other 
states, stemming from a belief that students can’t possibly be learning 
unless they are sitting forward facing in a classroom with a 
professional spraying the curriculum over them like some well-
dressed information sprinkler. 
 



This is also untrue. In fact, our kids are learning plenty right now, just by watching the grown-ups. 
 
They’re learning about how to demonstrate resilience in the face of circumstances not of their doing and 
beyond their control. 
 
Many of us bemoan the lack of resilience in young people “these 
days”, yet trends toward helicopter parenting styles rob our kids of 
the chance to hone an ability to thrive despite risk. Last week was 
just such an opportunity.  
 
Our kids are also learning how to adapt their work to the conditions 
available to them, building within them a resourcefulness many 
studies indicate will be vital for future employment prospects. 
 
They’re learning how to empathise by seeing how we care for our 
most vulnerable in times of crisis. 
 
As artificially intelligent robotics further absorb jobs of a 
manual and repetitive nature, it’ll be the human roles left 
behind in abundance for young people. And so, being 
skilled in understanding and discriminating human 
needs is another important skill for the future. 
 
And finally, our kids are most certainly watching the way 
that the grown-ups are behaving under pressure. In fact, 
they are watching this intently. They’re noticing which 
adults are caving in to their frustration and refusing to 
comply with restrictions.  
 
They’re noticing the adults who are swearing about their 
most loathed politicians at the dinner table and those 
who are filling their social media feeds with abhorrent abuse aimed at anyone who dares to disagree with 
them. 
 
And our kids are most certainly noticing the grown-ups who speak positively, stoically and optimistically to 
those who need to know that everything is going to be OK, eventually. 
 
Yep, the schools might have been closed this week, but that certainly doesn’t mean there are no lessons 
being taught. 
 
In actuality, the lessons on resilience, adaptability, empathy and collaboration might just be the best 
education a young person can get in this age of rapid change. 
 
ADAM VOIGT a former principal, speaker, educationalist and mentor. 
 

I hope it gives you some reassurance in light of the number of 
lockdowns we have had. 
 



Parent-Student-Teacher Chats  

 
Our teachers have gained valuable information from these meetings to 
assist them to support the learning of their students. Thank you for 
making yourselves available. It is always great to have the opportunity 
to meet 1-1 and learn more about your children. 

For Students  

ownership for progress in learning 
increased interaction between student, teacher and parents 
independence 
self-assessment and reflection on their progress 
active participation in setting learning goals 
to enhance self esteem 
enable student voice 

For Parents 

 active participation in their child’s learning 
 better understanding of that learning 
 opportunity for more positive communication between home 

and school 
 a chance for parents to talk with their child and teacher 

productively and positively 
 an opportunity for parents to see their child’s enthusiasm for 

work 
 a chance to gain a better understanding of school itself 
 to strengthen parent-student-teacher partnership 

Term Overviews & Parent Information Sessions 
 

Your child’s teachers are sending home their term overviews to further inform you about what your 
children are learning in the classroom. Year 3-6 Parent Information Sessions will be conducted 
online next Wednesday 24th February – Year 3/4 at 4.30pm and Year 5/6 at 5.00pm.  Prep-Year 2 
Parent Information Sessions will be offered before the end of this term, the date yet to be 
announced. 

 

  



Numeracy Grant $$$$$$$  

Last week I included some information about our plans to improve 
our teaching of mathematics. We will receive great benefits from 
being successful in receiving the Numeracy grant which will enable 
us to work alongside other schools to enhance our practice in 
teaching mathematics. We are working on articulating measurable 
and achievable actions that we can take to improve the experience 
of learning mathematics for all of our students.  These actions are 
underpinned by the belief that all learners can achieve success in 
numeracy and that teachers and leaders will have a 
comprehensive knowledge and understanding of student learning 
in mathematics. 
 
Key areas of focus are: 
  

 To become numerate citizens young people need a strong foundation in mathematics with 
opportunities to transfer their knowledge to other learning areas and the wider world.  
 

 Developing and implementing a plan for sustainable, high quality mathematics learning and 
teaching practices across the school in the longer term. 
 

 Building the capacity of mathematics leadership across the school. 
 

 Raising the profile of mathematics learning and teaching across the school and community. 
 

 Liaison with MACS Mathematics Learning Consultants to support our mathematics leader in 
the implementation of their mathematics action plan.  

 
The intention of the grant is that it will allow our school to fund the proposed actions for school 
improvement in mathematics. 
 
Actions will include:  
 
* Additional time allocated for our mathematics leader to facilitate 
planning more frequently 
 
* The development of a school mathematics team.  
 
* Additional professional learning for teachers in mathematics. 
 
* Additional time allocated for teachers to review mathematics data plans. 
 
All classroom teachers are going to undertake the following professional learning this year: 
 

• Developing Mathematical Understanding (DMU) F-2 and 3-6 
- Multiplicative Thinking (Term 1)  
- Fractions (Term 2) 
- Geometry (Term 3) 

 
• Exploring Mathematical Pedagogies (EMP) F-2 and 3-6 

- Day 1: The proficiencies and classroom dialogue (Term 2) 
- Day 2: Challenge and differentiation (Term 3) 
- Day 3: Fostering engagement (Term 4) 

 



Ms. Barb Ryan Numeracy Leader Role 
 
In our first newsletter this year I introduced our 2021 staff and their roles. You may remember that 
last year we appointed Ms. Barb Ryan as our Numeracy Leader. Barb is an accomplished 
educator who has a particular passion for mathematics. With the confirmation of our success in 
gaining the numeracy funding we are now in a position to release Barb from the classroom each 
Friday beginning in Term Two. She will use this time to support the embedding of our Numeracy 
Action Plan which we will detail later this term. We will advertise the one day each week fixed term 
classroom teaching position next week where we will seek an inspiring teacher to teach Year P/1R 
on Fridays. By Term Two our children will be well settled into their routine and the successful 
applicant will work closely with Barb to ensure continuity of learning.  
 
 
Student Initiatives 
 
Pictured are Lily, Grace, Zara and Tilly who are planning their initiative. 
 

  
 
 
Masterplan & Design Brief Update 
 
We are in the process of updating our design brief to include: 
 

 a multipurpose area; 

 an outdoor classroom; 

 toilets accessible from the playground; 

 the kitchen to be accessible from the arts area; 

 the option for opening up the classroom to create flexible learning spaces; 

 improved accessibility for all 
 

as well as three additional classrooms which were included in the previous plan.  
 
It is anticipated that building works will begin in Term Four if not early in 2022. When we have the 
floor plans available we will share them and invite your input. 
  



Pet Policy & Bringing Dogs onto the School Premises  
 
In the interests of child safety we ask that you refrain from bringing your pets 
onto the school grounds. We have children with allergies and who have had 
negative experiences. If you wish to bring your pet to visit your children’s class 
this must be pre-arranged with the class teacher. 
 
Garden Club 
 
Our sincere thanks to Meagan Stewart for 
tending to the garden which has been producing 
well over the summer. Meagan is needing 
volunteers to assist with Garden Club on 
WEDNESDAYS from 1.40-2.40pm. Please email 
Meagan if you can help - 
findmeagsstewart@gmail.com  
 

 
Interactive Village : Calling for Donations! 
 
The children would be able to engage in further make believe play if we could build a child sized 
little village in the garden area under the trees on the Anslow St side. If you have any unwanted: 
 

 Cubby Houses 

 Wooden materials which you don’t need  

 Iron or 

 Sticks (1-2 metre in length) for Tepee Building 
 

Can you email me on 
bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au? 
 
When we can we will have a working bee and make a 
start! It is our hope to engage our students in STEM projects and project based learning. Building 
a chicken house and village could be part of this. If you can offer assistance with this initiative 
please email me.  
 
 
Children Leaving School Early Protocols  

 
In the event that you need to pick your child up early from school we ask that: 
 
1. You notify the teacher and office via email or Operoo 

“Absence Explanation Notice” well prior to departure stating 
the time you need to pick up. We will do our best to have 
your child ready and waiting at the front office. 
 

2. If you have to pick up early unexpectedly, ring ahead if you 
can. We ask that you are mindful that our office can get quite 
busy especially on Friday afternoon. We are not always able 
to go and collect your child straight away particularly if they 
are in a lesson outside of their classroom. Unless it is an 
emergency please allow us ten minutes and if it is close to 
bell time we ask that you wait until the bell goes. Thank you 
for your understanding. 

 

mailto:bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


 
 
 
Carpark Safety 
 
Please continue to exercise caution and care when dropping off 
and picking up. If you need to come onto the school premises we 
ask that you wear a mask. It is terrific to see our children getting 
active and enjoying the outdoors as they travel to school!  
Pictured is Ileana arriving this morning.  
 
 
School Uniform 
 
Your children are looking very smart in their uniforms. Our uniform 
policy can be accessed via this link Uniform Policy & Dress Code All of our students are expected 
to wear the school uniform. This includes plain navy or white socks. Sports socks with logos are not 
part of our school uniform.  
 
 
Uniform Shop 

Online orders will now be filled and taken to your child’s classroom on Tuesdays rather than 
Mondays.  Orders can be placed online at https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au.  
 

We are in the process of changing our suppliers. This means that as 
our old supplies sell out there may be a short waiting period before 
the new supplier gets the orders in. This will only be the case during 
this period of transitioning to our new supplier. Thank you for your 
patience. Pictured are Riley and Matilda with their Year six tops. 
Last year they asked if they could have a rugby top as well as the 
shirt. Through their advocacy this has been made possible. The 
students collaborated on the name and design which also includes 
our learning expectations. From all accounts our Year six class are 
very happy with their tops. 
 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Uniform-Policy-Dress-Code.pdf
https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/


Be Sunsmart: Apply Sunscreen  

During Term One and Term Four we ask that our 

children apply sunscreen before they come to school. 

Each class also has a supply of sunscreen which is 

reapplied before going out to lunch. Children need also 

to wear their St Ambrose sun hat when outdoors. Your 

child may also bring their own sunscreen from home if 

you prefer a particular brand or if your child has skin 

allergies. You can access our SunSmart policy via this 

link - SunSmart Policy. 

 

2021 Term Dates  

Term 1 

Last day of term 1 Thursday 1 April  

Easter Break – Friday 2 – Monday 5 April 

Term 2 Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June  

Term 3 Monday 12 July – Friday 17 September 

Term 4 Monday 4 October – Friday 17 December 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  

20 Feb Riley C 

21 Feb Harper T 

23 Feb Victoria C 

24 Feb Alice C 

  Sid M 

  Joseph E 

25 Feb Sebastian M 

  Bruno B 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/St-Ambrose-SunSmart-Policy.pdf


 
COVIDSafe practices at St Ambrose 
 

Thank you for your co-operation to keep our school free of Covid-19 virus. As per the guidelines 

below we ask that you wear a face mask if you are entering the school grounds. The latest 

information about COVID-19 and schools is available on the Catholic Education Melbourne 

website. If you would like information from the Department of Health and Human Services. You 

can also visit www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  



 

“One can give hope to others by being kind, sharing the “gift of a smile” or speaking a word of 
encouragement.  

In Lent, may we be increasingly concerned with speaking words of comfort, strength, consolation 
and encouragement, and not words that demean, sadden, anger or show scorn,” Amen 

(Pope Francis) 

 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
Bronwyn Phillips 
Principal 
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