
 

NEWSLETTER NO.  4  TERM 1   

FRIDAY 26T H  FEBRUARY,  2021 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in 
Learning 

Wednesday 3 March  Garden Club 1.45pm 

 

Monday 8 March 2021 Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 9 March 2021 Prep Parent Information Session (via Google meet) - 4.30pm 

Year 1 Parent Information Session (via Google meet) - 5.15pm 

Wednesday 10 March 2021 Buddies Class Mass Gr P/1 & 5/6 – 9.30am 
Garden Club 1.45pm 

Year 2 Parent Information Session (via Google meet)– 4.30pm 
Grade 6 Camp Google meet – 5.30pm 

Reconciliation Family Conversation – 7.00pm 

Monday 15 March 2021 Grade 5 visit to Sacred Heart College 

Tuesday 16 March 2021 Whole School Sports 

Wednesday 17 March 2021 Grade 2 Class Mass (St Patrick’s Day) 

Friday 19 March 2021 School Photos 

Monday 22 -24 March 2021 Grade 6 Lady Northcote Camp 

Monday 22 March Final day for Easter Raffle Donations 

Wednesday 24 March 2021 Sacrament of Reconciliation – 11.30-12.30pm 

Thursday 25 March 2021 Preps in Pjamas – 6.00-7.00pm 

Monday 29 March Easter Raffle drawn at 3.00pm at online assembly 

Tuesday 30 March 2021 School Cross Country Run – 9.15-12.30pm 

Wednesday 31 March 2021 Last day of Term 1.  Dismissal 3.30pm 

Thursday 1 April 2021 School Closure Day – Staff PD 

Friday 2 April 2021 Good Friday 

Saturday 3 April 2021 Easter Saturday 

Sunday 4 April 2021 Easter Sunday 

Monday 5 April 2021 Easter Monday 

19 April 2021 Term 2 commences 

Please find the link to our school calendar here - school calendar 

 

Our St Ambrose community acknowledges the Traditional 
Custodians of the lands that we meet and travel. 
We pay our respects to leaders and Elder’s past, present and 
emerging for they hold the memories, the traditions, the culture 
and the hopes of their people. 
 We express our gratitude in the sharing of this land, our sorrow for the personal, spiritual and cultural costs of 
that sharing and our hope that we may walk forward together in harmony and in the spirit of healing. 

 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/


Dear Families, Parishioners 
and Friends,  
 

At St. Ambrose we aim to 

provide a well balanced 

approach to learning. Our 

children come from varied 

backgrounds and they 

spend a big part of their 

lives at school. Education 

therefore needs to be 

viewed as part of life not just preparation for it. It should be relevant, and purposeful so as 

to engage them and serve their needs. A richly diverse curriculum facilitated by teachers 

who are passionate, capable as well as caring can cater for the varied interests and needs 

of students. Methods of delivery vary and opportunity for both formal and informal learning, 

keeps the school environment stimulating and interesting.  

Literacy and numeracy as well as 

knowledge of key disciplines have 

been identified as the cornerstone 

of schooling for young Australians. 

Students benefit from and need 

explicit teaching in literacy and 

numeracy to gain the necessary 

skills to support and enjoy their 

development of interests in other 

areas as well as to gain the 

necessary grounding to broaden 

opportunity and function as literate 

and numerate people in the world. 

We use their interests to choose 

content to motivate them to 

develop reading, writing and numeracy competencies. We use a combination of teacher 

directed as well as student directed, open ended and experiential learning opportunities.  

We are delighted that we can have Meagan 

and Liz back onsite to work with our children in 

the garden. Our students quickly became 

immersed in weeding, digging, searching for 

produce, harvesting, turning the soil, watering 

and finding worms, all while chatting happily 

and co-operating together. We have plans to 

further develop this space to include an 

interactive play village and we will also use the 

produce to cook onsite when we can as well as 

sell to our families. Given we have so many 

zucchini’s, Varli suggested that we call out for 

you to share some of your favourite zucchini recipes which we can add to our next 

newsletter. 

Creation Prayer 

God our Father, you created the world and sent your own Son to live among 

us, made of the same stuff, breathing the same air, marvelling at sunrise and 

sunset just as we do. Help us to participate in the life around and within us 

as your life, as you living in us and we living in you and in each other. God of 

love and life, restore us to your peace, renew us through your power and 

teach us to love all that you have created and to care for the earth as your 

gift and our home. 

- The Earth Community: In Christ through the Integrity of Creation 



You will notice later in this newsletter that we have added our first class to showcase some 

of their learning more formally in response to feedback from the newsletter surveys. We 

hope you enjoy reading more about what your children are learning and also pick up some 

tips on how you can further support your child’s learning at home. 

 

STEM Education 

It is now recognised that schooling should 

support the development of skills in cross 

disciplinary, critical and creative thinking, 

problem solving and digital technologies, which 

are essential in all 21st century occupations. 

These objectives lie at the core of the national 

science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics (STEM) school education strategy 

to lift student engagement and attainment in 

STEM and improve student outcomes. Our 

students have displayed a keen interest and 

high level of engagement in our STEM work and 

they are actively involved in the problem solving and learning process as well as in setting 

goals for their learning and mapping their path of research. The skills they practice through 

STEM projects support them to develop a growth and life-long learning mindset as well as 

capabilities across STEM areas. It is always wonderful to watch children to discover new 

potential within themselves when engaged in STEM activities. Our Year 3-4 staff will 

undertake further training in STEM Education this year which will enhance the good work 

that they already do in this area.  

 

Easter Raffle: Money raised to fund Interactive Play Area  

 
We invite all of our students to bring in 
something with an Easter theme to 
contribute to our Easter Raffle. All 
classes will have a donation tub for items 
to be placed in.  
 
Our raffle will be drawn at our online 
assembly on Monday March 29th at 
3.00pm. All donations need to be in by 

Friday March 26th to enable time to 
arrange the hampers. We hope to have 
an array of prizes so we have many 
winners.  Tickets will be sent home in the 
coming week.  
 
All money raised will be used to fund the building of our interactive play village along the fence line 
facing our rock river beds. Our Year 5/6 classes will be involved in this project as part of their 
STEM learning. 
  



Welcome to P/1TA David! 
 

We warmly welcome David Y and his family Sally, Derek and Grace into 
our community. David joined us this week. We are always keen to welcome 
new friends. 

 

 

 

 

Personal Assistant to the Deputy Principal 

Pictured is Personal Assistant to the Deputy Principal, 
Ben C (5/6M).  Ben will assist Mrs. Geisler with student 
awards and yard duty equipment for 2021.  He will also 
be called up at times to assist with other jobs that come 
up during the year. Congratulations on your 
appointment Ben. 

 

Year Six Camp 

Given the latest lockdown and possible implications, which are both unpredictable as well as out of 
our control, it has been advised that we don’t travel interstate. Understandably this news was very 
disappointing. We waited as long as we could to determine if the climate would change enough to 
allow us to go. We are unable to rebook this camp for this year as there is limited availability to the 
venues and there is also no guarantee we will be able to go ahead when the time comes. 

We have therefore secured Lady Northcote Camp in Glenmore for a team-building and adventure 
camp. This camp is booked to begin on Monday, March 22nd and for students to return on 
Wednesday, March 24th. Our Year Six class attended this camp last year and thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. We are also planning an additional day out as part of this camp on Thursday March 
25th (TBC) to the Science Centre and bowling in 
Bendigo.   

I am sorry for the disappointment your children 
may be feeling however I do hope that they will 
look forward to the Lady Northcote Camp and 
enjoy all that it has to offer. I would like to 
congratulate and commend our Year Six students 
who, although disappointed, have taken the news 
in their stride and are using a positive mindset to 
make the most of our alternative. 

My sincere thanks for your patience and 
understanding. 



Student Learning Support 

There is not a, ‘one size fits all’ approach to teaching. 

Children learn in different ways therefore we adapt the 

way we work to cater for varied learning styles and 

needs. We work purposefully to support our student’s 

learning from their point of need and target our 

teaching in various ways, including: 

 Classroom Differentiation 

 Focus teaching groups 

 1-1 support 

 Reading Recovery Program 

 MSL small group support (Multisensory Structured Language 

(MSL) therapy involves direct instruction of the phonological, 

morphological, semantic, and syntactic layers of language) 

 GRIN (Getting ready for numeracy) 

 GRIL (Getting ready for literacy) 

 Open ended tasks 

 Explicit Teaching 

 Discovery Learning 

 Project Based Learning 

 STEM Learning 

To name some. The photos show our staff engaged with their students across the classrooms. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  



Masterplan & Design Brief Update 
 
We are in the process of updating our design brief to include: 
 

 a multipurpose area; 

 an outdoor classroom; 

 toilets accessible from the playground; 

 the kitchen to be accessible from the arts area; 

 the option for opening up the classroom to create 

flexible learning spaces; 

 improved accessibility for all as well as three 

additional classrooms which were included in the previous plan.  

 our children have also given their ideas which have informed this process. 

 
It is anticipated that building works will begin in Term Four if not early in 2022. When we have the 
floor plans available we will share them and invite your input. 
 

Canteen  

We are aiming to have our canteen operating again from Term Two providing we are not asked to 

close it again. We will update you in the next newsletter with details including asking for 

volunteers. 

Teaching Position to release Numeracy Leader  

As detailed in our previous newsletters we have received funding to improve our teaching of 

numeracy. As you know Ms. Barb Ryan is our Numeracy Leader and is funded to be released 

from the classroom on Fridays to actively support our staff in achieving our goals. We have 

therefore advertised a .2 position as follows in the P/1R room. 

P-1 Classroom Teacher .2 Commencing in Term 2 

St Ambrose's School - Woodend 

WOODEND, VIC 

Primary Teacher 

Contract Type: Contract Position Part Time (0.20 

FTE)  

Applications Close: 12 March 2021 

Year Level/Subject: Junior School St Ambrose 

Parish School, Woodend, is seeking an 

enthusiastic, highly motivated, and creative junior 

school teacher to join our vastly experienced 

professional learning team in the 2021 school 

year.  

Link to Teachers on the Net - P-1 Teaching Position for full application details. 

https://teachers.on.net/vacancy/school/2359-st-ambroses-school-woodend
https://teachers.on.net/vacancy/position/15-teaching-primary-teacher
https://www.teachers.on.net/vacancy/49145-p-1-classroom-teacher-commencing-in-term-2-st-ambroses-school-woodend


Pet Policy & Bringing Dogs onto the School Premises  
 
In the interests of child safety we ask that you refrain from bringing your pets 
onto the school grounds. We have children with allergies and who have had 
negative experiences. If you wish to bring your pet to visit your children’s 
class this must be pre-arranged with the class teacher. 
 
Garden Club 

 
Meagan and Liz are needing volunteers to assist 
with Garden Club on WEDNESDAYS from 1.40-
2.40pm. Please email Meagan if you can help - 
findmeagsstewart@gmail.com  
 
 
Interactive Village : Calling for Donations! 
 
The children would be able to engage in further 
make believe play if we could build a child sized little 
village in the garden area under the trees on the 
Anslow St side. If you have any unwanted: 
 

 Cubby Houses 

 Wooden materials which you don’t need  

 Iron or 

 Sticks (1-2 metre in length) for Tepee Building 
 
Can you email me on 
bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au? 
 
When we can we will have a working bee and make 
a start! It is our hope to engage our students in 

STEM projects and project based learning. Building a chicken house and village could be part of 
this. If you can offer assistance with this initiative please email me.  
 
 
Children Leaving School Early Protocols  

 
In the event that you need to pick your child up early from school we 
ask that: 
 
1. You notify the teacher and office via email or Operoo “Absence 

Explanation Notice” well prior to departure stating the time you need 
to pick up. We will do our best to have your child ready and waiting 
at the front office. 
 

2. If you have to pick up early unexpectedly, ring ahead if you can. We 
ask that you are mindful that our office can get quite busy especially 
on Friday afternoon. We are not always able to go and collect your 
child straight away particularly if they are in a lesson outside of their 
classroom. Unless it is an emergency please allow us ten minutes 
and if it is close to bell time we ask that you wait until the bell goes. 
Thank you for your understanding. 

 
 

mailto:bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


Carpark Safety 
 
Please continue to exercise caution and care when dropping off and picking up. If you need to 
come onto the school premises we ask that you wear a mask. It is terrific to see our children 
getting active and enjoying the outdoors as they travel to school!   
 
School Uniform 
 
Your children are looking very smart in their uniforms. Our uniform policy can be accessed via this 
link Uniform Policy & Dress Code All of our students are expected to wear the school uniform. This 
includes plain navy or white socks. Sports socks with logos are not part of our school uniform.  
 
 
Uniform Shop 

Online orders will now be filled and taken to your child’s classroom on Tuesdays rather than 
Mondays.  Orders can be placed online at https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au.  

 
We are in the process of changing our suppliers. This means that as our 
old supplies sell out there may be a short waiting period before the new 
supplier gets the orders in. This will only be the case during this period 
of transitioning to our new supplier. Thank you for your patience. 
Pictured are Lola, Olivia, Layla and Chloe in their year six rugby top. 
Last year they asked if they could have a rugby top as well as the shirt. 
Through their advocacy this has been made possible. The students 
collaborated on the name and design which also includes our learning 
expectations. From all accounts our Year Six class are very happy with 
their tops. 

 

Planned Burn 

We have been advised that there will be a planned burn in 
the area this Friday 26-3-21 as well as on Saturday and 
Sunday.  Please do not be alarmed if you see smoke. 
 

 

Student Initiatives  

 
 
Kai, India-Belle and Mary have proposed that they 
can lead a “Tidy Tigers Club”. “The purpose of the 
club is to care for the earth by keeping our school 
grounds clean and free of rubbish to let people 
know that St. Ambrose cares for the world around 
us and values maintaining our beautiful 
environment for all of us to enjoy.” Kai, India-Bell 
and Mary. 
 
Kai has made a sign to advertise this initiative and 
hang it up on notice boards. They plan to start on 
Monday. The Tidy Tigers Club will get busy on 
Mondays and Fridays at lunchtimes. Anyone in our 
school can participate.  
 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Uniform-Policy-Dress-Code.pdf
https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/


 
Kitty, Maeve, Sophie and Harriet are planning to teach some dance 
moves at lunchtimes while Mia and Carlie are working on planning 
their idea to support injured wildlife. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 Term Dates 

Term 1 Last day of term 1 Thursday 1 April  

Easter Break – Friday 2 – Monday 5 April 

Term 2 Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June  

Term 3 Monday 12 July – Friday 17 September 

Term 4 Monday 4 October – Friday 17 December 

 

 

  

 

 

 
   

27 Feb Sonny B 

  Nicholas M 

1 Mar Justin F 

3 Mar Harriet B 



Beyblades and other toys coming to school 
 
It is wonderful to see so many of our students enjoying toys such as 
beyblades outside during recess and lunch. We welcome students to 
bring in toys that support them in having an enjoyable break, however, 
we ask that all students are reminded that we do not allow 'trading' of 
any kind at school. 'Trading' is both difficult for teachers to monitor and 
upsetting for students if they decide they would like their original toy 
back. We also recommend considering how many toys your child brings 
to school as the more toys they have the more difficult it can be for them 
to manage. 
 
Thank you.  

 

Student Awards 

 
Congratulations to the following students on receiving their awards their week: 
 
P/1R  Myles L for his great listening and engagement in class activities. 
P/1R  Ava H for being a kind and helpful class member. 
P/1M  Paige H for her excellent effort and focus in all areas of her learning. 
P/1M  Leo W for being an enthusiastic learner and responsible class member. 
P/1TA  Catalina B for showing leadership qualities by being respectful and organised. 
P/1TA  George L for being a kind and responsible class member. 
2O  Ben L for showing friendliness and finding others to play with. 
2O  Madison M for her commitment to her learning at school and at home. 
2V  Madeline D for showing kindness in the classroom and playground. 
2V  Lucinda P for always doing her best and being resilient. 
3/4C  Bruno B for beeing respectful by always listening to others. 
3/4C  Audrey C for being resilient and always having a go/never giving up. 
3/4F  Carlie M for showing a random act of kindness to another class member! 
3/4F  Angus T for writing an excellent story during lockdown! 
3/4P  Gracie C for being RESPONSIBLE by locking up class computers. 
3/4P  Elijah E for being RESPECTFUL by waiting his turn in class discussions. 
5/6M  Will C for helping and supporting a junior student in need. 
5/6M  Oscar L for his positive growth mindset and completing work on time. 
5/6R  Asha D for always listening attentively to directions and completing quality work. 
5/6R  Sam G for staying focussed during independent work times.  You are a super star! 
Sports Star of the Week Chris W for excellent resilience shown when leaving a game! 
Japanese   Harry M for showing initiative in learning Hiragana symbols. 
Japanese   Varli F for an excellent singing in Japanese! 
Karen & Justine (office) Layla S for using her initiative and picking up broken glass from the 

front of the school therefore keeping us safe.  Thank you 

  



COVIDSafe practices at St Ambrose 
 

Thank you for your co-operation to keep our school 

free of COVID-19 virus. As per the guidelines 

below we ask that you wear a face mask if you 

are entering the school grounds. The latest 

information about COVID-19 and schools is 

available on the Catholic Education Melbourne 

website. If you would like information from the 

Department of Health and Human Services. You can 

also visit dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
  

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus


 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bronwyn Phillips 
Principal 

  
 

Cobaw Tennis  
 

On Monday the 22/2/21 Archer from 5/6M and Fiachra from 5/6R went 

to Kyneton to play Cobaw Tennis against different schools in the district. Archer won 3 out of 6 

games. 

Fiachra won 5 out of 6 and made it to the finals where he won 1 game and lost 2, coming 4th out 

of 20 in the tournament. 

It started at 9:30am and finished around 1:30pm. 

The other schools that participated were Woodend Primary, Candlebark, Lancefield Primary, 

Darraweit Guim Primary, Our Lady of the Rosary, Tylden Primary and Kyneton Primary. 

There were some really talented kids that played. 

The day went quickly as the games were back to back. Overall, it was a great experience and 

everyone had great fun.  
 
  
     

 
 
 

  

Annique S & Miranda B competed at the 
Geelong Grammar Interschool Dressage 
competition in Werribee today. 

Year 5/6 Girls’ Teeball Team 

Cobaw Summer Sports – more photos in next week’s newsletter. 
 
U13 Boys’ Cricket Team Champions! 
Zara C & Riley C – Sports Captains with the flag 



 

This Week’s Classroom Feature - 2O 
 

 

  



 

 

  



  



 

 

  



COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
 

 

 
 


