
 

NEWSLETTER NO.  5  TERM 1   

FRIDAY 5T H  MARCH,  2021 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in 
Learning 

Monday 8 March 2021 Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 9 March 2021 Parent Helper Course 9.00am (Library) 

Prep Parent Information Session (via Google meet) - 4.30pm 

Year 1 Parent Information Session (via Google meet) - 5.15pm 

Wednesday 10 March 2021 Buddies Class Mass Gr P/1 & 5/6 – 9.30am 

Garden Club 1.45pm 

Year 2 Parent Information Session (via Google meet)– 4.30pm 

Grade 6 Camp Google meet – 5.30pm 

Reconciliation Family Conversation – 7.00pm 

Thursday 11 March 2021 Parent Helper Course 5.30pm (Library) 

Monday 15 March 2021 Grade 5 visit to Sacred Heart College 

Tuesday 16 March 2021 Whole School Sports 

Wednesday 17 March 2021 Grade 2 Class Mass (St Patrick’s Day) 

Garden Club 1.45pm 

Friday 19 March 2021 School Photos 

Monday 22 -24 March 2021 Grade 6 Lady Northcote Camp 

Monday 22 March Parent Helper Course 2.30pm (Library) 

Final day for Easter Raffle Donations 

Wednesday 24 March 2021 Sacrament of Reconciliation – 11.30-12.30pm 

Garden Club 1.45pm 

Thursday 25 March 2021 Preps in Pjamas – 6.00-7.00pm 

Monday 29 March Easter Raffle drawn at 3.00pm at online assembly 

Tuesday 30 March 2021 School Cross Country Run – 9.15-12.30pm 

Wednesday 31 March 2021 Garden Club 1.45pm 

Last day of Term 1.  Dismissal 3.30pm 

Thursday 1 April 2021 School Closure Day – Staff PD 

Friday 2 April 2021 Good Friday 

Saturday 3 April 2021 Easter Saturday 

Sunday 4 April 2021 Easter Sunday 

Monday 5 April 2021 Easter Monday 

19 April 2021 Term 2 commences 

Please find the link to our school calendar here - school calendar 

  

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/


Our St Ambrose community acknowledges the 
Traditional Custodians of the lands that we 
meet and travel. 
We pay our respects to leaders and Elders 
past, present and emerging for they hold the 
memories, the traditions, the culture and the hopes of their people. 
 We express our gratitude in the sharing of this land, our sorrow for the personal, spiritual and cultural costs of that 
sharing and our hope that we may walk forward together in harmony and in the spirit of healing. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

God of the Vegetable Patch 

God of endless chattering children 

God of stubborn toddlers 

God of wondering moments 

God of wailing cries 

God of cherished precious silence 

God of young bossy personalities. 

God of non-stop questioning 

God of intrigued stares 

God of cuddling pets 

God of mourning dead flowers 

God of green vegetables 

God of crust-less sandwiches 

God of sensitive children 

God of mumbling children 

God of giggling children 

God of children who don’t give up or give in 

God of reasonable children who have 

unreasonable moments 

God of children who say incredibly cute 

things 

And say incredibly silly things 

God of wonder 

God of awe 

You made them all. 

You made children in your image and 

likeness. 

Bless all children. 

For you made them all with love. 



Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends, 
 
It was a joy to observe the delight and excitement as our children 
recalled harvesting their potato crop. They are so content and happy 
when they engage with the garden which provides real life 
provocation for speaking, listening, developing their vocabulary and 

learning about growing food. 

 
It is our aim that garden-based 
learning at St Ambrose will 
encompass programs, activities 
and projects in which our garden is 
the foundation for integrated learning, in and across disciplines, 
through active, engaging, real-world experiences that have 
personal meaning for our children in our informal outside 
learning setting. Where we can we utilise the garden as a 
teaching tool, garden-based learning can contribute to all 
aspects of basic education on varying levels. Aspects of 
education benefits include but are not limited to academic skills, 
personal development, social development, moral development, 
vocational and/or subsistence skills, and life skills. 
 
We are working towards using our garden optimally as a 
learning garden as well as an outdoor classroom. On top of 

learning how to grow and harvest produce, we are working towards learning more about how to 
prepare a variety of fruits and vegetables for eating. 
  
The benefits of garden-based learning include: 

 Increased nutrition awareness  

 Increased environmental awareness 

 Higher Learning Achievements 

 Increased Life Skills 

 Higher levels of engagement 

 Another avenue to cater for different learning styles 

Meagan and Liz are preparing a submission for a grant to finance our chicken coup building 
which will be part of a year 5-6 STEAM Project. This is something our children are very excited 
about. Our building project will also include a cooking area for our children. 

 
Meagan and Liz are needing volunteers to assist with Garden Club on WEDNESDAYS from 1.40-
2.40pm. Please email Meagan if you can help - findmeagsstewart@gmail.com Thank you also to 
Danielle who assisted on Wednesday. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garden-based_learning#Increased_nutrition_awareness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garden-based_learning#Increased_environmental_awareness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garden-based_learning#Higher_Learning_Achievements
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garden-based_learning#Increased_Life_Skills


Masterplan & Design Brief Update 
 
We met again this week with our architects to go over our 
latest design brief to include all of the aspects we would like 
included in our masterplan. This will soon be ready to share 
with you to invite your further input. Our updated design brief 
will include: 
 

 a multipurpose area;  

 an outdoor classroom; 

 toilets accessible from the playground; 

 the kitchen to be accessible from the arts area; 

 the option for opening up the classroom to create flexible learning spaces; 

 improved accessibility for all as well as three additional classrooms which were included in 

the previous plan; 

 our children have also given their ideas which have informed this process. 

 
It is anticipated that building works will begin in Term Four if not early in 2022.  
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 
Please read the information further in this newsletter to keep you updated. 
 
 

Easter Raffle: Money raised to fund Interactive Play Area  
 
We invite all of our students to bring in something with an Easter theme to contribute to our Easter 
Raffle. All classes will have a donation tub for items to be placed in.  
 
Our raffle will be drawn at our assembly on Monday March 29th at 
3.00pm. All donations need to be in by Friday March 26th to enable 

time to arrange the hampers. We hope to have an array of prizes so 
we have many winners.  Tickets will be sent home in the coming 
week.  
 
All money raised will be used to fund the building of our interactive play village along the fence line 
facing our Rock River beds. Our Year 5/6 classes will be involved in this project as part of their 
STEAM learning. 
 
Thank you to Jodie, Lisa and Lachlan who have donated items towards establishing our interactive 
play village. All donations are welcome. 

 



Government Funding for Tutoring  

As part of their Covid-19 recovery plan our school has received $7,000.00 to spend towards 
supporting our children with their learning. This year we have increased our ESO support in 
priority areas and we have started MSL intervention. We aim to continue this throughout the year. 
We use pre and post assessment data to 
determine effect size (Visable Learning) and 
to ensure what we are doing is having positive 
impact on our children’s learning. 

Student Learning Support  

There is not a ‘one size fits all’ approach to 

teaching. Children learn in different ways 

therefore we adapt the way we work to cater 

for varied learning styles and needs. We work 

purposefully to support our student’s learning from their point of need and target our teaching in 

various ways, including: 

 Classroom Differentiation 

 Focus teaching groups 

 1-1 support 

 Reading Recovery Program 

 MSL small group support (Multisensory Structured 
Language (MSL) therapy involves direct instruction of the 
phonological, morphological, semantic, and syntactic 
layers of language) 

 GRIN (Getting ready for numeracy)  

 GRIL (Getting ready for literacy) 

 Open ended tasks 

 Explicit Teaching 

 Discovery Learning 

 Project Based Learning 

 STEAM Learning 
 
 

Parent as Helpers Training  

We value your contribution and support. All families have been sent an Operoo with the dates of 
the three Training Session options that we are running over the next few weeks. For those of you 
who would like to assist please read the following information carefully. 



It is a legal requirement that all parents/guardians/grandparents/community members wishing to 
volunteer with students at our school hold a current Working with Children Check and complete a 
Parent Helper Course each year.  There are many 
opportunities to be involved in school activities eg. canteen, 
sports days, excursions, garden club, classroom, carnival 
and in many other ways.  The course will take approximately 
1 hour and will be held in the Library. Entry to the Library will 
be via the deck at the back of the Library on the Anslow St 
side of the school.  

In 2021 the courses will be held on: 

Tuesday 9 March at 9.00 am 
Thursday 11 March at 5:30 pm  
Monday 22 March at 2:30 pm 
 

Please ensure that you provide a copy of your current 
Working with Children Check to the office.  

We hope that with the range of dates and times you will be 
able to attend one of these sessions. 

 

Prep-One Inquiry 

Learning 

As part of their Inquiry unit for this term, “Who Are The People In Your 
Neighbourhood?” the students have been exploring the concept of 
community and belonging by learning about the people in their 
community, the jobs they do and the roles and responsibilities they 
have. To support our students’ learning, they have been writing and 
asking parents from our community questions about their occupations. 
This week they learnt all about firefighters! 
 
Thank you to Patrick F’s Dad, 
Daniel who provoked much 
conversation and learning as 

depicted in the following work sample throughout his online 
sharing about his work as a firefighter! 
 
The Following photos show our staff engaged with their 

students across the classrooms. It has been great to also see 

our children enjoying their time in our beautiful grounds. 

 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 



Gastro Alert 
 
We have had a number of children reported to be suffering gastro. A reminder to keep your child 

at home if they are unwell or if they still have symptoms. Although your child may typically feel 

better after a day or two, they are contagious for a few days after they recover. The virus can 

remain in their stool for up to two weeks or more after recovery. Children should stay home from 

school or child care for at least 48 hours after the last time they vomit or have diarrhoea. Thank 

you for your co-operation. 

 

OVERDUE BOOKS 

This week families will receive a letter in 
regards to your child’s overdue books, in the 
letter there will be a list of the books that have 
not been returned. 

Sadly some of these overdue books date back 
to 2016 and in dollar term equates to $1,000’s 
of dollars. 

Could you please have a really good look at 
home and return them at any time either to me 
in the library or drop at the front office – it 
would be greatly appreciated.  As you can 
imagine we are a small library and most of these books that are overdue are the only copy we 
have. 

I love that the students love the library and borrowing books, to fill their little minds with words, fill 
them with knowledge, a creative imagination and what a wonderful thing that is. 

Many thanks 

Tracey 

 

 
 
  
  

 



  

  

    



Canteen  

We are aiming to have our canteen operating 

again from Term Two providing we are not asked 

to close it again. We will keep you updated. In 

the meantime, if you would like to assist in the 

canteen next term please make the time to 

complete one of our Parent Helper Courses 

sessions as detailed above. 

 

Teaching Position to release Numeracy Leader  

As communicated in our previous newsletters we have received funding to improve our teaching of 

numeracy. As you know Ms. Barb Ryan is our Numeracy Leader and is funded to be released 

from the classroom on Fridays to actively support our staff in achieving our goals. We have 

therefore advertised a .2 position as follows in the P/1R room. 

P-1 Classroom Teacher .2 Commencing in Term 2  

St Ambrose's School - Woodend 

WOODEND, VIC 

Primary Teacher 

Contract Type: Contract Position Part Time (0.20 

FTE)  

Applications Close: 12 March 2021 

Year Level/Subject: Junior School St Ambrose 

Parish School, Woodend, is seeking an 

enthusiastic, highly motivated, and creative junior 

school teacher to join our vastly experienced 

professional learning team in the 2021 school 

year.  

Link to Teachers on the Net - P-1 Teaching Position for full application details. 

 

Interactive Village : Calling for Donations! 
 
The children would be able to engage in further make believe play if we could build a child sized 
little village in the garden area under the trees on the Anslow St side. If you have any unwanted: 
 

 Cubby Houses 

 Wooden materials which you don’t need  

 Iron or 

 Sticks (1-2 metre in length) for Tepee Building 
 

Can you email me on bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au? 
 
When we can we will have a working bee and make a start! It is our hope to engage our students 
in STEM projects and project based learning. Building a chicken house and village could be part of 
this. If you can offer assistance with this initiative please email me.  
 
 

https://teachers.on.net/vacancy/school/2359-st-ambroses-school-woodend
https://teachers.on.net/vacancy/position/15-teaching-primary-teacher
https://www.teachers.on.net/vacancy/49145-p-1-classroom-teacher-commencing-in-term-2-st-ambroses-school-woodend
mailto:bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


Children Leaving School Early Protocols  
 
In the event that you need to pick your child up early from school we ask that: 
 
1. You notify the teacher and office via email or Operoo “Absence Explanation Notice” well prior 

to departure stating the time you need to pick up. We will do our best to have your child ready 
and waiting at the front office. 
 

2. If you have to pick up early unexpectedly, ring ahead if you can. We ask that you are mindful 
that our office can get quite busy especially on Friday afternoon. We are not always able to go 
and collect your child straight away particularly if they are in a lesson outside of their 
classroom. Unless it is an emergency please allow us ten minutes and if it is close to bell time 
we ask that you wait until the bell goes. Thank you for your understanding. 

 
 

Carpark Safety 
 
Please continue to exercise caution and care when dropping off and picking up. If you need to 
come onto the school premises we ask that you wear a mask. It is terrific to see our children 
getting active and enjoying the outdoors as they travel to school!   
 

School Uniform  
 
Your children are looking very smart in their 
uniforms. Our uniform policy can be 
accessed via this link Uniform Policy & 
Dress Code All of our students are expected 
to wear the school uniform. This includes 
plain navy or white socks. Sports socks with 
logos are not part of our school uniform.  
 
 

Uniform Shop: Order Now & 

Receive 25% off all Winter Stock! 

Please log in to CDF online to receive your 25% discount off all winter stock (while stocks last!) 
Online orders will now be filled and taken to your child’s classroom on Tuesdays rather than 
Mondays.  Orders can be placed online at https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au.  
We are in the process of changing our suppliers. This means that as our old supplies sell out there 
may be a short waiting period before the new supplier gets the orders in. This will only be the case 
during this period of transitioning to our new supplier. Thank you for 
your patience.  
 

Student Initiatives  
 
Congratulations Olivia and Rachael for your excellent organisation of what 
became a very popular option. The girls had many requests to hold 
another colouring opportunity which they have outlined in the following 
article. The children were very proud of their work. Well done girls! 

 

 

 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Uniform-Policy-Dress-Code.pdf
http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Uniform-Policy-Dress-Code.pdf
https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/


EASTER COLORING COMPETITION 
 

Hello everyone  
It’s Rachael and Olivia again. We are doing another colouring competition but 

an Easter one. We are going to choose new winners from different classes and 
teachers can do it as well as kids. The prizes are most likely to be chocolate.  
Please give it to the office and it has to be in on the 30th of March because 

that's when we will be judging.  
�Good luck� 

 

Proposal Procedure 

It is inspiring to witness our children’s enthusiasm to share their ideas for an initiative they would 
like to drive. We encourage them to submit their plan using our proposal proforma which they can 
get from their class teacher.  

 

Lions Art Show  
Many community members have already enjoyed this current exhibition in the Parish Hall. If you 
would like to see the works you can call in this weekend. For details refer to the Community News. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 Term Dates 

Term 1 Last day of term 1 Thursday 1 April  

Easter Break – Friday 2 – Monday 5 April  

Term 2 Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June  

Term 3 Monday 12 July – Friday 17 September 

Term 4 Monday 4 October – Friday 17 December 

 

Art News  
 
In art we are creating a whole school mural based on bees, their hives and how they all have a job 
to do to create honey. Over the coming weeks all students will contribute to the mural that will 
hang in the hallway between Mrs. Old and Mrs. Flett's rooms. Students are using 2D & 3D skills to 
include shapes, colour, texture and mixed media in creative and unique ways. It will remind us all 
to bee respectful, responsible, resilient and kind. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

COVIDSafe practices at St Ambrose 

Thank you for your co-operation to keep our school free of COVID-19 virus. As per the 

guidelines below we ask that you wear a face mask if you are entering the school grounds. 

The latest information about COVID-19 and schools is available on the Catholic Education 

Melbourne website. If you would like information from the Department of Health and Human 

Services. You can also visit dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus. 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus


From our Community Kitchens - Zucchini Recipes 

Thank you to Ava and Josh R’s family for submitting the 
following zucchini recipe. Yum! 

 
CHOCOLATE BROWNIE CAKE  
 
- 2 cups grated zucchini (remove excess liquid once grated) 
- 2 eggs 
- 1 tsp vanilla essence 
- 6 medjool dates (halved, pips removed) 
- 1/2 cup rice malt syrup or maple syrup 
- 1/2 cup lightly flavoured olive oil 
- 1 1/2 tsp baking powder 
- 1 cup cocoa powder 
- 2 tbs coconut flour 
 
1. Blend, grated zucchini, eggs, vanilla essence, dates, syrup and oil in a food processor. 
2. Transfer blended mixture to a bowl, mix in baking powder, cocoa powder and coconut flour. 
3. Bake in a lined cake tin at 180 degrees for 25-30 minutes. Cake will be moist in the middle. 
4. Best served warmed. 
 
 

Keith’s Zucchini Slice 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

This delicious recipe has been passed down 
over time and is a family 
favourite…evidenced in this well-worn 
recipe page. For a quick and easy dinner 
give this one a go! 
 

 

 

  
5 March  Chloe M 

6 March   Emily S 

6 March  Hugh F 

8 March  Jordan V 



Our Students in the Community: 
 
We welcome your news and photos about your children’s achievements! 

 

Student achievements 
 
Congratulations to Danny S in 5/6M who came runner up in the Woodend 
Tennis Club C grade club championships last weekend. Great job Danny!   
 

 

Last Friday, 26th of February, Miranda and I went to the horse riding 
interschools competition at Geelong Grammar. 
Once again Miranda rode Wally and I rode a horse called Victoria. We competed in 
dressage and the tests were very hard. The two tests were B1 and A1, with the hardest one 
being B1, which was the first test in arena 3. We had to do activities like canter for 20m. 
Miranda came 10th in B1 and I came 14th.  
circle.  
A1 was easy as that test was in arena 1. In A1 Miranda came 15th and I came 20th.  
Overall, I came 24th and Miranda came 17th out of 40 riders. 
We both had an amazing time and look forward to doing it again next year. 
 
By Annique and Miranda 5/6M 

  
 

Wishing you all a restful long weekend. Perhaps you will try one of our Zucchini recipes! 
 

Yours sincerely,  
 

 
Bronwyn Phillips 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

The Social Justice Team would like to make 
everyone in our school community aware that 
on Friday the 19th of March, 2021 is National 
Day of Action against Bullying and Violence.  
As part of this awareness campaign the Social 
Justice Team will make a presentation at our 
next school assembly on Monday 15th of March and ask teachers to implement an 
Empowering Student Voice lesson or activity in the next couple of weeks.  Please 
see the fact sheet attached to this newsletter for more information or visit the 
website:  
 
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/ 
 
 

  

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/


Cobaw Summer Sports – Romsey 
 
Cobaw Cricket  
 

On Friday the 26th of February, Grade 5 and 6 headed to Romsey for Cobaw Summer Sports. 
Archer and Luke both played cricket and that’s what we are here to document. We left at 9:15 AM 
and arrived at about 9:35 AM thanks to our bus driver Rick. We didn’t have much time before we 
started our first game, which was at 10:00 AM against Candlebark. We weren’t sure how we were 
going to go, as Candlebark looked strong whilst warming up. However, with quick scoring pairs, 
we came away with a win by 9 runs.  
We played Woodend Primary immediately after. You could say it was the Woodend derby! It was 
another great game and once again we were victorious, this time by 60 runs.  
We had to play back to back again, this time against Romsey Primary. In our eyes this was going 
to be our biggest test. In the past Romsey have been very strong in the competition, but we went 
in with a positive growth mindset and it showed. Our bowling attack was tight, which frustrated the 
batsman. We batted cautiously and took no risky runs as we had to keep our wickets to less than 
6. The end result was, another win for us by 80 runs.  
When they were figuring out the fixtures for the finals we had lunch. We eventually found out that 
we were going to be playing in the Grandfinal against Our Lady of the Rosary. A team which had 
won 2 out of their 3 games. 
We lost the toss and had to bowl, but we bowled phenomenally. They only scored 29 runs in 60 
balls and we got 6 wickets so we received 30 extra runs. All we needed to do, was not get out.  
We had an amazing start, which continued from the first ball till the last. We won the final by 48 
runs winning the 2021 Cobaw Cricket competition. Thanks to John Cameron for coaching and 
Mrs. Macca for scoring and umpiring.  
Also, thanks to the opponents. You played exceptionally well and showed great sportsmanship. To 
our boys, a great performance with too many memorable moments to single out just one.  
 

Archer and Luke 5/6M 
 

 

On the 26th of February, all the grade 5/6s went to Romsey grounds to play either Tee Ball, 
Volleyball or cricket. I played Tee ball with Georgia, Lola, Tilly, Lucy, Jemima, Olivia, Rachael, and 
Hattie. 
 
It was a thirty minute drive to Romsey and we left at nine o’clock. When we got there we had to sit 
in our groups and listen to a man explaining who was versing who and where you had to go. 
 
We won three games, lost one and got into the  finals with Tylden. We versed Our Lady of the 
Rosary[OLR], Tylden, Woodend Primary, Kyneton and then Tylden again in the finals. 
 
Each team got a break at some point and we got a break after we played OLR and before we 
played Tylden. We had our snack, played games and practiced throwing and catching. 
 
We came second overall in the girls Tee ball [Tylden came first] and had lots of fun playing Tee ball 
with each other and with most of the other teams. 
 
We did our thirty minute drive and arrived back at school at three o’clock. 
 
Cait M 5/6M  



Cobaw Summer Sports 
 

     
   

  



This Week’s Classroom Feature – 2V 
 

2V Maths - Telling the Time 

In grade 2, we love to get hands on with our maths! There are 

so many different ways to learn, in 2V we try to make maths 

super fun. This week we have been learning about time, with 

a key focus on reading analogue clocks. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To help tell the time within our classroom, we created some 

rainbow clocks, these are displayed around the room to 

show us important times throughout the day. Oliver (above) 

is working really hard on his clock for the classroom. 

 

 

 

We like to work as a team in 2V, especially in maths! Sophie, 

Tyler and Chris (above) and Ruby and Riley (right), are all 

working together to solve their time puzzles. We had to work 

really hard to read the clocks and then match them up with 

digital times!  

 

Something to practice at home: 

- Use an analogue clock to tell the time: What time do you 

wake up?  

When is your favourite TV show on? 

- Predict how long activities and tasks will take throughout 

your day:  

How long will it take to go shopping?  

How many seconds will it take to run around the backyard? 

- Draw a clock! Make sure you include all the correct numbers to tell the time and of course, your 

minutes and hour hands! 

  



 



  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  



  



 



 

  



 

  



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 

 
  



 



 

  



 

 

 

https://cricketvictoria.wufoo.com/forms/z1miqkfk0utzp99/

