
 

NEWSLETTER NO.  6  TERM 1   

FRIDAY 12T H  MARCH,  2021 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in 
Learning 

Monday 15 March 2021 Grade 5 visit to Sacred Heart College 

Tuesday 16 March 2021 Whole School Sports 

Wednesday 17 March 2021 Grade 2 Class Mass (St Patrick’s Day) 

Garden Club 1.45pm 

Friday 19 March 2021 School Photos 

Monday 22 -24 March 2021 Grade 6 Lady Northcote Camp 

Monday 22 March Parent Helper Course 2.30pm (change from Library to Parish Hall) 

Final day for Easter Raffle Donations 

Wednesday 24 March 2021 Sacrament of Reconciliation – 11.30-12.30pm 

Garden Club 1.45pm 

Thursday 25 March 2021 Preps in Pyjamas – 6.00-7.00pm 

Monday 29 March Easter Raffle drawn at 3.00pm at online assembly 

Tuesday 30 March 2021 School Cross Country Run – 12.00-3.30pm 

Wednesday 31 March 2021 Garden Club 1.45pm 

Last day of Term 1.  Dismissal 3.30pm 

Thursday 1 April 2021 School Closure Day – Staff PD 

Friday 2 April 2021 Good Friday 

Saturday 3 April 2021 Easter Saturday 

Sunday 4 April 2021 Easter Sunday 

Monday 5 April 2021 Easter Monday 

19 April 2021 Term 2 commences 

 Please find the link to our school calendar here - school calendar 

 

Our St Ambrose community acknowledges the Traditional Custodians 

of the lands that we meet and travel.  

We pay our respects to leaders and Elders past, present and 

emerging for they hold the memories, the traditions, the culture and 

the hopes of their people. 

 We express our gratitude in the sharing of this land, our sorrow for the 
personal, spiritual and cultural costs of that sharing and our hope that we may 
walk forward together in harmony and in the spirit of healing. 

 

 

 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/


Loving God, 
You have reconciled us in Christ Jesus 
and have given us the ministry of reconciliation. 
We pray for all those from whom we are estranged. 
Bring healing to strained or broken relationships. 
Forgive us for the times we have wronged others, 
whether by ignorance, neglect, or intention. 
Grant us the courage and the grace to seek their 
forgiveness 
and opportunity to make amends. 
Where others have wronged us, 
grant us a gracious spirit, 
that we might forgive 
even as we have been forgiven in Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends, 
 
How wonderful it has been to welcome you back onsite throughout this week at our parent as 
helpers training sessions as well as at our Reconciliation conversation evening. It was also a joy to 
celebrate Mass with the Year 6 class and their Prep buddies on Monday! 

On Wednesday evening, our Grade 3 students and First Reconciliation candidates gathered 
together in the church for a family conversation.  Led by Nelson Graham, our Regional Religious 
Education Consultant, parents and students were engaged in an exploration of Reconciliation of 
the past and for today’s context.  With music, conversation, and some amusing stories, we learned 
about Reconciliation as an opportunity for a ‘spiritual u-turn’ for times when we’ve ‘missed the 
mark’.  Nelson concluded the evening with a visual demonstration of how Jesus washes away our 
sins illustrated by a mesmerising science experiment.  

Thank you to all of the students and their family members who 
attended, we are keeping you in our prayers and we look forward to 
celebrating your journey to Reconciliation.  Thanks also to Mrs 
Meyer for organising this evening. 

Pope Francis once said that each liturgical year is a new journey 

toward a common goal. He asked us to reflect on:  

• Where are we journeying? 
• Is there a common goal?  
• And what is that goal?  

 

He went on to say that the journey never comes to an end because we always need to begin 

again, we need to get up again and we need to rediscover the common horizon toward which we 

are journeying.  



As educators we constantly reflect on our work and re-set our goals. Indeed teachers are 

designers. An essential act of our profession is the crafting of curriculum and learning experiences 

to meet our children’s learning needs and goals. 

As part of our school improvement the school’s focus is on whole school approaches to learning 

and teaching and student behaviour management that are consistently implemented, evidence-

based, data-driven and evaluated for impact. Specific areas for improvement include differentiated 

teaching, student voice and agency, collaboration and co-construction, feedback and teacher goal-

setting. 

 
1. To develop a whole-school approach to Learning and Teaching. 

 That student outcomes reflect differentiated teaching practices. 

 That teachers are using data effectively to design and evaluate teaching. 

 That feedback mechanisms are embedded. 

 

2. To implement a whole-school approach to student behaviour management. 

 That teachers know their students as learners. 

 That students have greater self-efficacy in their learning. 

 That PBL practices are embedded across the whole-school community. 
 

3. To empower teachers to be engaged and reflective practitioners. 

 That teachers are actively participating in cycles of Performance and Development to 

improve their teaching and student outcomes. 

 

4. To enable student voice and student agency. 

 Students are learning through activities that are meaningful and relevant to them, driven by 

their interests, and often self-initiated with appropriate guidance from teachers.  

 Students have a voice and often, choice, in how they learn. 

 
In the weeks to come I will share with you our progress with each of our above goals for school 
improvement. 
 

 
Buddies Mass  
 

  



Our Year Six students showed patience, kindness, understanding and care towards their buddies 
throughout a beautiful Mass on Monday where Fr. Martin spoke with our children about starting 
school, their learning and the support they gain from the special relationship they have with their 
buddy. Fr. Martin was very happy to have the children in the Church again and made us all feel 
very welcome. 

 
School Photos Friday, March 19th 
 
On this day all students need to wear their FULL SUMMER UNIFORM. Year 3-6 may bring 

runners in their bags to put on for their sports lesson. We will aim to have their photos taken 

before their sports lesson. 

 
School Sports  

 

 

 
We are all very much looking forward to our school sports on Tuesday. Thank you to all of our 
volunteers. Please read all correspondence carefully so that you and your children are prepared 
for the day. All students should wear their sports uniform with a shirt in their team colour. Hats 
should be worn and sunscreen applied. We also ask that your child has a water bottle to carry with 
them. 
It will be super to see you if you can make it throughout this day. Please observe distancing rules 
and Covid safe protocols. All those on-site will need to scan the QR code and enter their details 
upon arrival.  

 
Classroom Information Sessions 
 

We do hope that you gained further insight into how we work with your children across the 

curriculum from our information sessions. Thank you to our teachers who put time into organising 

these with the view to strengthen our partnership with you to support your children’s learning and 

wellbeing. 

 
 

  



Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Please read the information further in this newsletter to 
keep you updated. 
 
 

 
From the Desk of our Captains 
Georgia and Fiachra  
 
I had a refreshing meeting with our 
captains this week who shared their ideas 
with enthusiasm. 
 
These are some initiatives we would like to 
make happen: 
 
*Run workshops at lunch 
*Decorate the library 
*Raise funds to support the chicken coop 
*Run games at lunch 
 

Fiachra and Georgia are looking forward to 
developing their plans.  

 
Easter Raffle: Money raised to fund Interactive Play Area  
 
Thank you for your generous donations to date. The children gain great joy form the 
Easter raffle so we continue to welcome your kind contributions. 
 
Our raffle will be drawn at our assembly on Monday March 29th at 3.00pm. All 

donations need to be in by Friday March 26th to enable time to arrange the hampers. We hope to have an 
array of prizes so we have many winners.  Tickets will be sent home in the coming week.  
 
All money raised will be used to fund the building of our interactive play village along the fence line facing 
our Rock River beds. Our Year 5/6 classes will be involved in this project as part of their STEAM learning. 
 
Thank you to Jodie, Lisa and Lachlan who have donated items towards establishing our interactive play 
village. All donations are welcome. 



Parent as Helpers Training  

We value your contribution and support and 
thank those of you who have attended a 
session so far. Our next session is on 
Monday 22 March at 2:30 pm in the Parish 
Hall. 
 
It is a legal requirement that all 
parents/guardians/grandparents/community 
members wishing to volunteer with students 
at our school hold a current Working with 
Children Check and complete a Parent 
Helper Course each year.  There are many 
opportunities to be involved in school 
activities eg. canteen, sports days, 
excursions, garden club, classroom, 
specialist classes, carnival and in many 

other ways.  The course will take approximately 1 hour.  

Please ensure that you provide a copy of your current Working with Children Check to the office, if 
you have not done so already.   

 
Gastro Alert 
 
We have had a number of children reported to be 

suffering gastro. A reminder to keep your child at 

home if they are unwell or if they still have 

symptoms. Although your child may typically feel 

better after a day or two, they are contagious for a 

few days after they recover. The virus can remain 

in their stool for up to two weeks or 

more after recovery. Children 

should stay home from school or child care for at 

least 48 hours after the last time they vomit or 

have diarrhoea. Thank you for your co-operation. 

 



OVERDUE BOOKS 

This week families will receive a letter in 
regards to your child’s overdue books, in 
the letter there will be a list of the books 
that have not been returned. 

Sadly some of these overdue books date 
back to 2016 and in dollar term equates to 
$1,000’s of dollars. 

Could you please have a really good look at 
home and return them at any time either to 
me in the library or drop at the front office – 
it would be greatly appreciated.  As you can 
imagine we are a small library and most of 
these books that are overdue are the only 
copy we have. 

I love that the students love the library and borrowing books, to fill their little minds with words, fill 
them with knowledge, a creative imagination and what a wonderful thing that is. 

Many thanks 

Tracey 

 

2021 FOSAL GROUP 
 
Pictured are our Friends of St Ambrose Library 
who assist with the running of our library as 
well as in driving literary events. 
 

 

Canteen  

We are aiming to have our canteen operating 

again from Term Two. If you would like to assist in the canteen next term please make the time to 

complete one of our Parent Helper Courses sessions and stay tuned for an Operoo notice which 

will be sent out in the coming week. We will be opening the canteen on a Wednesday and Friday 

which has worked for you in the past. 

 

Teaching Position to release 

Numeracy Leader  

We have been fortunate to have a very 
strong field of applicants which we are 
currently shortlisting. It will be terrific to 
welcome an additional educator into our 
team. Interviews will be held throughout 
next week. We will let you know when a 
decision has been made. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interactive Village: Further Donations Welcome! 

 
The children would be able to engage in further make believe play if we could build a child sized 

little village in the garden area under the trees on the Anslow St side. If you 
have any unwanted: 
 

 Cubby Houses 

 Wooden materials which you don’t need  

 Iron or 

 Sticks (1-2 metre in length) for Tepee Building 
 

Can you email me on 
bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au? 
 
When we can we will have a working bee and make a 
start! It is our hope to engage our students in STEM 
projects and project based learning. Building a 
chicken house and village could be part of this. If you 
can offer assistance with this initiative please email 
me.  
 
 

  

mailto:bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


Children Leaving School Early Protocols  
 
In the event that you need to pick your child up early from school we ask that: 
 
1. You notify the teacher and office via email or Operoo “Absence Explanation Notice” well prior 

to departure stating the time you need to pick up. We will do our best to have your child ready 
and waiting at the front office. 
 

2. If you have to pick up early unexpectedly, ring ahead if you can. We ask that you are mindful 
that our office can get quite busy especially on Friday afternoon. We are not always able to go 
and collect your child straight away particularly if they are in a lesson outside of their 
classroom. Unless it is an emergency please allow us ten minutes and if it is close to bell time 
we ask that you wait until the bell goes. Thank you for your understanding. 

 

School Uniform  

 
 
Your children are looking very smart in their 
uniforms. Our uniform policy can be accessed 
via this link Uniform Policy & Dress Code All of 
our students are expected to wear the school 
uniform. This includes plain navy or white 
socks. Sports socks with logos are not part of 
our school uniform.  
 
 

Uniform Shop: Order Now & Receive 

25% off all Winter Stock! 

Please log in to CDF online to receive your 
25% discount off all winter stock (while stocks 
last!) Online orders will now be filled and 

taken to your child’s classroom on Tuesdays rather than Mondays.  Orders can be placed online 
at https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au.  
We are in the process of changing our suppliers. This means that as our old supplies sell out there 
may be a short waiting period before the new supplier gets the orders in. This will only be the case 
during this period of transitioning to our new supplier. Thank you for your patience.  
 

 
Student Initiatives 
 

 

EASTER COLORING COMPETITION 
 

Hello everyone  
It’s Rachael and Olivia again. We are doing another colouring competition but an Easter one. We 

are going to choose new winners from different classes and teachers can do it as well as kids. The 
prizes are most likely to be chocolate.  

Please give it to the office and it has to be in on the 30th of March because that's when we will be 
judging.  

 

�Good luck� 
 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Uniform-Policy-Dress-Code.pdf
https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/


Proposal Procedure  

It is inspiring to witness our children’s enthusiasm to share 
their ideas for an initiative they would like to drive. We 
encourage them to submit their plan using our proposal 
proforma which they can get from their class teacher.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garden Club 

Our children had a lovely time in 
the garden again this week where 
there were many opportunities to 
immerse themselves in activity. 
Some watered while others 
weeded, dug, harvested, made 
pet rocks or created signage to 
place in the beds. Thank you 
again to our Mums who worked 
with the children.  

 
 

 

 

 

Micah’s Zucchini Pizza 

Slice zucchini’s in half lengthwise carefully.  
Scoop out a few of the seeds. 
Sprinkle with a little salt & pepper. 
Top with tomato paste, mixed herbs, ham or bacon, diced capsicum, 
rocket, spinach mushrooms, tomatoes - whatever you like then grated 
cheese. 
Bake in a hot oven on a lined tray for approximately 15 minutes. 
Enjoy x 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 Term Dates 

Term 1 Last day of term 1 Thursday 1 April  

Easter Break – Friday 2 – Monday 5 April  

Term 2 Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June  

Term 3 Monday 12 July – Friday 17 September 

Term 4 Monday 4 October – Friday 17 December 

 

 

COVIDSafe practices at 

St Ambrose 

Thank you for your co-

operation to keep our school 

free of COVID-19 virus. 

As per the guidelines 

below we ask that you 

wear a face mask if you are 

entering the school 

grounds.  

The latest information about 

COVID-19 and schools is 

available on the Catholic 

Education Melbourne 

website. If you would like 

information from the 

Department of Health and 

Human Services. You can 

also visit 

dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus. 

 
  

12 March George L 

Mason F 

13 March Rose A 

Hamish M 

16 March Luke C 

17 March Tyler T 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus


Our Students in the Community:   
 
Safara and sister Miah went under the chop to raise awareness and money for the Cancer 
Council.  If you would like to support their cause, please follow this link – 
 
https://fundraising.cancervic.org.au/fundraisers/miahsafarakennedy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Sam G, Levi, Hunter C and Oscar L for winning the Under 12 Casey 
tournament representing Macedon Ranges Basketball Association on the long weekend! 
 

 
 

Wishing you all a happy weekend. 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
Bronwyn Phillips 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

The Social Justice Team would like to make everyone 
in our school community aware that on Friday the 19th 
of March, 2021 is National Day of Action against 
Bullying and Violence.  As part of this awareness 
campaign the Social Justice Team will make a 
presentation at our next school assembly on Monday 
15th of March and ask teachers to implement an 
Empowering Student Voice lesson or activity in the next 
couple of weeks.  Please see the fact sheet attached to 
this newsletter for more information or visit the website:  
 
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/ 
 

   

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/




This Week’s Classroom Feature – 3/4C 
 

Religion in 3/4C  
 
The scene is set. New Zealand requires 6 runs to draw off the last ball. Rod Marsh stands in disbelief telling 
his captain to “Don’t do it mate!” His pleas go unheard. Trevor Chappell bowls his final ball underhanded. 
New Zealand batter Brian McKechnie throws his bat down in disgust as he walks off The G. The crowd sits 
in disbelief and the fallout begins. 
 
For those of you old enough to have witnessed this infamous piece of sporting history 40 years ago, you 
may have thought nothing of it or stored it in the memory bank and forgotten all about it. So why are we 
talking about underarm bowling in Religion? In a recent interview, Trevor Chappell admitted he has never 
apologised to the New Zealanders for his underarm delivery to win Australia the match. In fact, he and his 
brother Greg (who was captain) have never really spoken much of it as Greg quoted, “There is not much 
point. It was a negative thing in your life. Get over it. Get on with life.” Trevor then went on to say Whether I 
am sorry or whether I am not is not going to change anything. It is not going to make any difference to 
them.” 
 
We took this opportunity to relate this event to the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. The children had to think 
deeply about how this event has any relevance to 
Reconciliation and focused on the words and actions of both 
brothers as well as Rod Marsh. What would they do if they 
were in that position? How can reconciliation now be 
achieved after 40 years? 
 
We then went on to look at the poem Pockets Full of Rocks 
by Larry Hiller and used a sensory experience to take a rock 
from the prayer circle and explore what it looked like and felt 
like. After this the students reflected on the following: 
  
How can our hearts be like a “stone”? 
Why do we feel weighed down when our heart is filled with 
many “stones”? 
Is it easy to forgive when someone has wronged you? 
Why should you forgive? 
How is forgiveness like emptying out the stones? 
  
The students in 3/4C had some very thoughtful and 
interesting insights and made some amazing connections to 
the text and the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  
  

 
  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 



 

  



 

  



  



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 

 
 

  





 


