
 

NEWSLETTER NO.  7  TERM 1   

FRIDAY 19T H  MARCH,  2021 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in 
Learning 

Monday 22 -24 March 2021 Grade 6 Lady Northcote Camp 

Monday 22 March Parent Helper Course 2.30pm (change from Library to Parish Hall) 

Final day for Easter Raffle Donations 

Wednesday 24 March 2021 Sacrament of Reconciliation – 11.30-12.30pm 

Garden Club 1.45pm 

Thursday 25 March 2021 Preps in Pyjamas – 6.00-7.00pm 

Monday 29 March Easter Raffle drawn at 3.00pm at online assembly 

Prep-One Career Dress Up  

Year 2-6 Casual Clothes Fund raiser Gold Coin 

Tuesday 30 March 2021 School Cross Country Run – 12.00-3.30pm 

Wednesday 31 March 2021 Garden Club 1.45pm 

Last day of Term 1.  Dismissal 3.30pm 

Thursday 1 April 2021 School Closure Day – Staff PD 

Friday 2 April 2021 Good Friday 

Saturday 3 April 2021 Easter Saturday 

Sunday 4 April 2021 Easter Sunday 

Monday 5 April 2021 Easter Monday 

19 April 2021 Term 2 commences 

 Please find the link to our school calendar here - school calendar 

 

Our St Ambrose community acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the lands that 

we meet and travel. We pay our respects to leaders and Elders past, present and 

emerging for they hold the memories, the traditions, the culture and the hopes of their 

people. We express our gratitude in the sharing of this land, our sorrow for the 

personal, spiritual and cultural costs of that sharing and our hope that we may walk 

forward together in harmony and in the spirit of healing. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/


Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,  

This week was Catholic Education Week and 
what better way to celebrate than to gather as a 
whole school supporting each other to do our 
best on sports day! The vibe at our St. Ambrose 
Sports was positive in every way! Marquees, 
flags, team building events, ribbons, colour, 
banners, excited children, parent helpers & 
families … all set us up for a super day of 
participation and fun. 

Our marching parade was followed by a 
motivational talk from our sports co-ordinator, Kristy Cavric, encouragement from team captains 
and lots of cheering, before the students commenced their athletic events. It was a wonderful 
afternoon and a great coming together of our special community.  

Our focus was on taking part and team work as well as practicing and showcasing athletic 
capabilities. I congratulate our children under the guidance of their team captains who did an 
outstanding job, on the way they worked co-operatively, looking out for each other, cheering 
others on and approaching all events with the view to do their best.  

This Catholic Education Week we celebrate in our local school setting for that is where our 
children thrive. We hope that our children went home feeling a sense of achievement and that they 
had enjoyed the day with their friends and families. Our sincere thanks to all who helped make this 
day one our children will remember. Thank you to Mrs. Cavric for her thorough organisation and to 
our staff for their enthusiasm. 
 

  

 

  



From our Sports Captains:   

As everyone knows, we had our School Sports Day on Tuesday, 15th March. All students looked 
fantastic in their house colours, blue, yellow, red, and green. Some students even had coloured 
zinc on their faces.  
 

The Sports Captains helped Mrs Cavric and parents to prepare for the amazing day ahead. We 
set up the hurdles, caterpillar race, bowling, egg and spoon race, skipping relay, water balloons 
and bean bag toss, just to name a few.  
 

After prayer and roll, we all gathered outside under the shade sails for the Opening Ceremony. 
The House Captains took it in turns to run with the Olympic torch around the oval and finally 
Mason and I (Blue House Captains) lit the cauldron. 
 

We all sat in our house colours, chanting loud for our teams. We also played some team games, 
like Beach Ball tap, Hula Hooping, and Tunnel Ball. Carmel won the Beach Ball tap with 441 taps. 
Lourdes and Mercy won Tunnel Ball, and 3 teams won the Hula 
Hooping contest (Lourdes, Mercy and Fatima). 
 

After recess we took part in the team games. Hurdles, tug of war 
and water balloon toss were some of the favourites. After lunch, we 
all sat in our house colours to cheer on the races. All the teams 
could be heard singing and shouting on their teammates. It was 
great to see so many parents watching the 
races too! 
 

Thank you to Mrs Cavric, Parent helpers, 
students and staff for all your help and 
support on the day. 
 

The final results were:  
First Place - Lourdes 

Second Place - Carmel 
Third Place - Fatima 

Fourth Place - Mercy 
 

By Chloe and Mason Lourdes House Captains 
 

Pictured are Mason and Chloe proudly making their victory speeches for Lourdes. 

 

Special Announcement  

Ms. McMahon is thrilled to announce that she and her partner Oliver are 

expecting their first baby. We are delighted for them!  Emma will continue 

teaching in Year P/1M until the end of term 2. We will begin the process of 

finding an energetic and capable teacher to continue the good work Emma 

has done with her class next term where we will also allow time for a 

thorough handover process. Ms. McMahon plans to take maternity leave 

from her position. Although we will all miss having Emma here at St 

Ambrose I am sure you will join me in congratulating her and wishing Emma 

a healthy pregnancy.  



Spelling Bee 

Our year 3-6 students had the option of taking 

part in an online spelling bee this week. 

 

PBL Progress 

Indeed our students were practising our community expectations of respect, responsibility, 

resilience and kindness throughout our sports events. Already our 

children are using the language of our PBL expectations to guide 

themselves and each other. As a staff we have been working on 

our learning matrix which you can read later in this newsletter. 

Teachers will plan lessons to explicitly teach these behaviours. 

 

Year 5 Transition Day SHC  

On Monday, 15 March the Year 

Five students visited Sacred Heart College.  When we arrived we all 

met in the courtyard and discussed the activities for the day. Then we 

were divided into four groups. Next, we were shown a welcome video 

in the Chapel. 

 
The activities that our groups took part in on the day were Woodtech, 
Cooking, Japanese, French, Library, Stem, PE and Science. The 
school is very big and it would be easy to get lost. The staff were very 
friendly and welcoming. 
 

We ate lunch in the Atrium, a large space with lots of chairs and tables.  
 
We would like to thank Sacred Heart for hosting us for the day. We really enjoyed the experience. 
 
Asha and William 



School Improvement Progress 

As educators we constantly reflect on our work and re-set our goals. Indeed teachers are 

designers. An essential act of our profession is the crafting of curriculum and learning experiences 

to meet our children’s learning needs and goals. 

As part of our school improvement the school’s focus is on whole school approaches to learning 

and teaching and student behaviour management that are consistently implemented, evidence-

based, data-driven and evaluated for impact. Specific areas for improvement include differentiated 

teaching, student voice and agency, collaboration and co-construction, feedback and teacher goal-

setting. Last week I shared our four goals for school improvement. I have shared some of our work 

towards achieving the first goal.  

 
 
1. To develop a whole-school approach to Learning and  

 Teaching. 

Areas we have developed so that student outcomes reflect 

differentiated teaching practices are: 

- focus teaching groups. 

- explicit planning for individual needs. 

- teachers draw on a wide range of skills and practices to 

cater for varied learning styles. 

- literacy intervention for those who need it. 

- the appointment of a numeracy leader to support improvement in teaching mathematical 

reasoning and problem solving. 

To assist teachers to use data effectively to design and evaluate 

teaching we have: 

- set up an online data tracking system. 

 

- had testing days at the beginning and end of the year to allow 

teachers to work 1-1 with their students to gain clarity about their 

needs and how they think. 

 

- we are refining our testing schedule so that it serves a specific purpose. 

 

Feedback mechanisms we are adopting include: 

- peer observation. 

- further data analysis. 

- use of self-reflection tools like the, ‘What Works Best’ and 

AITSL standards. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teaching Position to release Numeracy Leader  
 
We had a very strong field of applicants for the position to teach each Friday in P/1R. Following 
our interviews and after careful consideration it is with great pleasure that we welcome a highly 
accomplished educator into our team. Jocelyn Devlin has had extensive experience at every level 
of primary school which includes eleven years of teaching in the Prep and Grade One area. 
Jocelyn has also worked as a Visual Art teacher and a Reading Recovery teacher. She is highly 
regarded within the communities she has served and is delighted to have the opportunity to work 
with our children. Jocelyn will spend some time in the Prep-One room over the next two weeks 
with Ms. Ryan to ensure a smooth handover in term two when she will teach in the P/1R room 
whilst Ms. Ryan works as the Numeracy Leader. When you meet Jocelyn you will sense her 
devotion to the education of young people and I hope you will also feel reassured by her calm and 
caring manner.  

 
 
School Assembly  

 



It was great to assemble face to face as a whole school on 

Monday to acknowledge and celebrate our student’s progress 

and learning. We hope to continue meeting face to face 

(weather permitting) outdoors on each alternate Monday. If 

this is not possible we will continue to run assemblies via 

Google meets. Pictured is Ben, Mrs. Geisler’s assistant 

preparing the board for this week’s award recipients. 

 
 

Year Prep-One Dress up Day 

In their inquiry sessions next week the children will be 
exploring what they would like to be when they grow up and 
how they would like to contribute to their community.  
To celebrate their term of learning, on Monday the 29th of 
March, the children are invited to come to school dressed up 
as what they would like to be when they grow up. 
 
Please note that this will also be a casual clothes day for year’s two to six. Please see the student 
initiative section for further information. 

 
 
 
Prep’s in Pyjamas 
 
An Operoo has been sent out to Prep parents 
detailing this special event scheduled next 
week. We will have a year one in Onesies 
evening in term two as they missed out on this 
event last year due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
 

 
School Photos  
 
Our children enjoy the varied pace and vibe of 
photo day. We hope that you are happy with your children’s photos which will sent home in Term 
2. 
 

 

Year Six Camp 
 
Our Year Six students will be attending Lady Northcote 
Camp next week to take part in adventure and team 
building activities. We hope that they really enjoy this time 
and I am looking forward to spending Tuesday with them.  
  



CWL Donation to our Library 

 
Pictured are FOSAL 
members Aidan and 
Safara who 
announced the 
generous donation 
promised from the 
Woodend CWA to be 
presented by Kim 
Powell. The $300.00 
they have pledged 

will be used to purchase further books for our library. 

 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation Reflection Day 
 
We pray for the following students who will be receiving the sacrament of 
reconciliation next week. 
Maeve, Caellan, Audrey, Violet, Maeve, Isaac, Lewis, Patrick, Harry, 

Catherine, Bruno, Kobe, Gracie, Hugo, Alani, Mary, Charlotte, Spencer, 

Angus, Seth, Pippa, Elijah, Sidney, Bailey, Ava, Amelia, and Oliver. 

On Wednesday our students will have further opportunity to prepare for 
this sacrament through prayer, preparing liturgy, music and reflection. See 
the details of this day later in this newsletter.  
 

 

 

Year 2 St Patricks Day Mass 
 

   
 



Easter Raffle: Money raised to fund Interactive Play Area  
 

Thank you for your generous donations to date. The children gain great joy form 
the Easter raffle so we continue to welcome your kind contributions. 
 
Our raffle will be drawn at our assembly on Monday March 29th at 3.00pm. All 

donations need to be in by Friday March 26th to enable time to arrange the 
hampers. We hope to have an array of prizes so we have many winners.  Tickets 
have been sent home. If you would like to sell further tickets please ask via the 
office. 
 
All money raised will be used to fund the building of our interactive play village 

along the fence line facing our Rock River beds. Our Year 5/6 classes will be involved in this project as part 
of their STEAM learning. 
 
Thank you to Jodie, Lisa and Lachlan who have donated items towards establishing our interactive play 
village. All donations are welcome. 
 

 

Parent as Helpers Training  

We value your contribution and support and thank those of you 
who have attended a session so far. Our next session is on 
Monday 22 March at 2:30 pm in the Parish Hall. We are 
delighted that we can now welcome parent helpers back into 
our school. 
 

 
 

Canteen  

We are aiming to have our canteen operating again from Term Two. If you would like to assist in 

the canteen next term please make the time to complete one of our Parent Helper Courses 

sessions. An Operoo notice has already been sent out asking for volunteers.  We will be opening 

the canteen on a Wednesday and Friday which has worked for you in the past. 

 

Music Lessons 

The children are enjoying their lessons with Jake. 

The children are pictured taking part in a theory 

lesson. As part of their learning they learn how to 

read music.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Interactive Village: Further Donations Welcome! 

 
Our children would be able to engage in further make believe play if we could build a child sized 
little village in the garden area under the trees on the Anslow St side. If you have any unwanted: 
 

 Cubby Houses 

 Wooden materials which you don’t need  

 Iron or 

 Sticks (1-2 metre in length) for Tepee Building 
 

Can you email me on 
bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au? 
 
When we can we will have a working bee and make a start! It is our hope to engage our students 
in STEM projects and project based learning. Building a chicken house and village could be part of 
this. If you can offer assistance with this initiative please email me. Thank you for your 
contributions so far. 
 
 

Uniform Shop: Order Now & Receive 25% off all Winter Stock! 

Please log in to CDF online to receive your 25% discount off all winter stock (while stocks last!) 
Online orders will now be filled and taken to your child’s classroom on Tuesdays rather than 
Mondays.  Orders can be placed online at https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au.  
We are in the process of changing our suppliers. This means that as our old supplies sell out there 
may be a short waiting period before the new supplier gets the orders in. This will only be the case 
during this period of transitioning to our new supplier. Thank you for your patience.  
 

Lost Property 

A set of Airpods were found in the carpark last night.  Please contact the 

office if they are yours. 

 

We also have a pair of pink glasses looking for their owner. 

 
 
Student Initiatives: 
 

Rotary Club Certificate of Recognition 

Congratulations Mia T 

Mia T was recognised by the Woodend Rotary Club at Monday’s 
outdoor assembly to express their gratitue for the work she did to 
organise awareness and items for those who are homeless in our 
local area. Fantastic effort Mia! 

 
 
  

mailto:bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au
https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/


Dress up Day Gold Coin Donation 
 
Bronte and Lola do a splendid job to maintain our fish tank. Our children experience a sense of 
calm as they stop to gaze at the fish. The girls would like to raise money to maintain our fish tank 
and buy some colourful fish. Children may dress in casual clothes on Monday March 29th and 
bring a gold coin for this cause. 
 
 
EASTER COLORING COMPETITION 

 

Hello everyone  
It’s Rachael and Olivia again. We are doing another colouring competition but 
an Easter one. We are going to choose new winners from different classes and 
teachers can do it as well as kids. The prizes are most likely to be chocolate.  
Please give it to the office and it has to be in on the 30th of March because 
that's when we will be judging. Good luck! 
 

Student Awards -Congratulations to the following students: 

 

P/1M Jethro F for his motivation and focus during guided reading groups. 

P/1M Rose A for her outstanding effort when hearing and recording sounds in her writing! 

P/1M Alice C for being a focused and motivated learning. Well done! 

P/1R James B for being a happy, positive and enthusiastic learner! 

P/1R Marli P for beginning to hear and record sounds during writing time. 

P/1R Rose B for showing great focus when working independently at her table. 

P/1TA Alexa H for measuring objects carefully and working responsibly. 

P/1TA Harper T for working eagerly and responsibly when measuring. 

2O Edward R for his effort in his writing about geckos.  You taught me lots! 

2O Sophie V for your fabulous perseverance in writing.  Your crayon recount is something to be 

truly proud of! 

2O Orlando B for demonstrating resilience and courage during a challenging time.  You are 

amazing! 

2V Sophie I for showing enthusiasm during CAFE Reading groups. 

2V Elke F for showing resilience in all she does. 

2V Jack B for always engaging in his learning with a positive attitude. 

3/4C Emmy Y for beeing responsible by always having your diary filled out. 

3/4C Mila H for beeing a responsible learner and always giving your best. 

3/4F Charlotte N for always taking great care and pride in her learning tasks! 

3/4F Kobe V for always acting in a responsible and reliable manner! 

3/4P Lachlan M for approaching his learning in a responsible way. 

3/4P Charlotte L for treating her classmates in a respectful manner. 

5/6M Isabelle D for always willing to share her ideas and thoughts with our class. 

5/6M Oscar D for working hard with a positive growth mindset to complete all set tasks. 

5/6R Bronte M for always being so kind and caring towards everyone.  You are a ray of 

sunshine. 

5/6R Freddie S for making a fabulous start to the year.  Keep up the good work. 

Japanese – Charlotte N for sounding out all 46 Hiragana sounds.  Excellent! 

Japanese – India-Belle C for sounding out all 46 Hiragana sounds. Excellent! 

Sports Star of the Week – Elliot D for “being responsible” by showing good sportsmanship and 

encouragement in PE lessons. 

Performing Arts – Poppy O for taking responsibility for her learning by practising beat and rhythm 

patterns and learning from feedback. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2021 Term Dates 

Term 1 Last day of term 1 Thursday 1 April  

     Easter Break – Friday 2 – Monday 5 April  
Term 2 Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June  
Term 3 Monday 12 July – Friday 17 September 
Term 4 Monday 4 October – Friday 17 December 

 

 

 

 

 

Bike Rack for Junior Students 

Thank you to Paul G for installing our new bike rack for our 

junior students to use. 

 

 
 
Our Students in the Community 
 

Oscar L competed in his first speedcubing tournament last Sunday 
- Barwon Cube for the Kids Speedcubing Competition 2021. He did 
really well - his best time for the 2 x 2 cube was 8.7 seconds and 
the 3 x 3 cube was 28.4 seconds.  
 
He didn’t make the finals but he almost did which is pretty amazing 
for his first tournament  
 
Congratulations Oscar!  
 

20 March Felix D 

Harry S 

21 March Sophie I 

22 March Ben L 

23 March Max S 

24 March Alani F 

25 March Angus N 

  Paddy L 
 



COVIDSafe practices at St Ambrose 

Thank you for your co-operation to keep our 

school free of COVID-19 virus. We are very 

happy that you are able to come into the school 

grounds. We still need to maintain social 

distancing and  

As per the guidelines we ask that you wear 

a face mask if you are entering the school 

grounds and are unable to social distance.  

The latest information about COVID-19 and 

schools is available on the Catholic Education 

Melbourne website. If you would like 

information from the Department of Health and 

Human Services. You can also visit 

dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus. 

 

Wishing you all a happy weekend.   
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
Bronwyn Phillips 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We are so lucky to have this view of  
Mount Macedon from our school deck. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus


 

     

 



 

 

 

     

  



  

 

 
 
 

  



 

TODAY is National Day Against Bullying and Violence! 

Support and advice 

Please go to this link and watch the video with your child and have a chat about it!  This weekend and 

everyday…let’s be KIND! 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/support-and-

advice?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Bullying+is+Never+OK%21+resources&utm_content=Bullying

+never+ok+resources&utm_source=www.vision6.com.au  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5/6M enjoying the giant soccer ball 

 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/support-and-advice?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Bullying+is+Never+OK%21+resources&utm_content=Bullying+never+ok+resources&utm_source=www.vision6.com.au
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/support-and-advice?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Bullying+is+Never+OK%21+resources&utm_content=Bullying+never+ok+resources&utm_source=www.vision6.com.au
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/support-and-advice?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Bullying+is+Never+OK%21+resources&utm_content=Bullying+never+ok+resources&utm_source=www.vision6.com.au


This Week’s Classroom Feature – 3/4F 
 

The students in Grade 3/4F have been enjoying our Wednesday afternoon sports sessions this 
term with the other 3/4 classes. We have been learning to play Volleyball, Continuous Cricket and 
Kickball. The students have enjoyed developing their sporting skills in each of these areas. 
 

 
 

You never know we might be seeing our future Olympic Games Volleyballers in action!!! 
 

In our Literacy sessions during Writing we have been looking at how we can hook our readers into 
our stories by writing Sizzling Starts. Here are just a few of our attempts: 
 

Bang!! A storm struck the hot air balloon. “God I wish we didn’t do this”. The hot air balloon 

was going down. “Is it ever going to stop?” I saw an ocean in sight, so we jumped. 

Hunter C 

 

Knock...Knock! “Ah hello. Anyone home”. “Ahhhhhhh!” 

I screamed from the top of my lungs. There was a green slimy ferocious monster and 

birds….big birds. I ran as fast as I could but then silence. All I could hear was crickets. Then 

I found a bright slimy door. What do you think happens next……… 

Alani F 

 

The rough ocean was waving around in the dark, scary storm. The tide was splashing with 

booming lightning. Dr Alex Sroog was waiting in his hot air balloon for news of any crime. 

Kevin Mc  
  



In our Inquiry Civics and Citizenships we have been looking at some of the volunteer 
groups within the Macedon Ranges Shire and what sort of work each of them do to 
help others in our community. We found out that there are lots of benefits to 
volunteering and then as individuals we had to think of those groups which we would 
like to join when we get older. 
 

 
 
Some of the boys in 3/4F have decided to take it upon themselves to clean up the 
school yard during Recess and Lunch. Well Done Fellas! 
 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 



  



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 

 
 

 



 


