
 

NEWSLETTER NO.  8  TERM 1   

FRIDAY 26T H  MARCH,  2021 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in 
Learning 

Monday 29 March Easter Raffle drawn at 3.00pm at our outdoor assembly. (weather 
permitting families may attend) If raining we will have an online 

assembly. 

Prep-One Career Dress Up  

Year 2-6 Casual Clothes Fundraiser Gold Coin 

Tuesday 30 March 2021 School Cross Country Colour Run – 12.30-3.30pm 

Wednesday 31 March 2021 Garden Club 1.45pm 

2.45 Liturgy  

Last day of Term 1.  Dismissal 3.30pm 

Thursday 1 April 2021 School Closure Day – Staff PD 

Friday 2 April 2021 Good Friday 

Saturday 3 April 2021 Easter Saturday 

Sunday 4 April 2021 Easter Sunday 

Monday 5 April 2021 Easter Monday 

Monday 19 April 2021 Term 2 commences 

Tuesday 20 April 2021 Hanging Rock Cross Country 

Wednesday 28 April 2021 Eucharist Family Conversation 7-8pm 

 Please find the link to our school calendar here - school calendar 

 

Our St Ambrose community acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the lands that 

we meet and travel. We pay our respects to leaders and Elders past, present and 

emerging for they hold the memories, the traditions, the culture and the hopes of their 

people. We express our gratitude in the sharing of this land, our sorrow for the 

personal, spiritual and cultural costs of that sharing and our hope that we may walk 

forward together in harmony and in the spirit of healing. 

 

 

 

God of love, thank you for forgiving me. 

Help me to forgive others. 

Thank you for bringing me peace. 

Help me to be a peacemaker in my family and in my world. 

Amen. 

 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/


Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends, 
  
As term one draws to a close and now that I have met many of you face 
to face, I would like to thank you all for welcoming me so warmly into your 
terrific school community. Indeed I feel most privileged to have been 
entrusted with the opportunity to work as your school principal and your 
willingness to adapt to the climate of the past 12 months and do what you 
can to support our school to flourish has made the job so far a joy. 
 

As you know many of our students and students 
from our local community made their first 
reconciliation on Wednesday. Fr. Martin showed 
obvious delight in engaging with the children and 
he commended them and their teachers for being 
so well prepared and willing to share their 
reflections about the sacrament.                                                                    Feast of the Annunciation 

 
“By making your first reconciliation, you discover the wonder and peace of 

God’s forgiveness. May you always feel the loving presence of Jesus in this 

grace-filled sacrament” 

We congratulate Maeve, Caellan, Audrey, Violet, Maeve, Isaac, Lewis, Patrick, Harry, Catherine, 
Bruno, Kobe, Gracie, Hugo, Alani, Mary, Charlotte, Spencer, Angus, Seth, Pippa, Elijah, Sidney, 
Bailey, Ava, Amelia, and Oliver. 
 
Together we have achieved a great deal this term and I look forward to continuing our work and 
further developing our school for the benefit of our children. 
 
Some other accomplishments for this term have included: 
 
• forming our Positive Behaviour Matrix. 
• using our AGILE Leadership Tools to set goals and to evaluate our progress with our school 

improvement framework. 
• centralising our student data on an online tracker. 
• resuming Garden Club. 
• developing our Numeracy Action Plan. 
• establishing a sense of belonging as a school community working towards a respectful, 

responsible resilient and kind way of learning together. 
• developing and seeing ourselves as learners. 
• celebrating Mass together as classes. 
• practising leadership skills particularly in year 6 and students taking on responsibility for 

projects. 
• refining our masterplan which is nearly ready to share for our building project. 
• buddy learning. 
• preparing our kitchen garden. 
• harvesting our zucchinis and tomatoes. 
• improving our beautiful outdoor areas and making plans for further planting, and developing an 

indigenous garden as well as an interactive play area. 
• participation of Years 3-6 in the inter-school cross country run. 
• our Athletic Sports. 
• year 6 camp. 
• gaining benefits from our interactive screens. 

 
 



End of Term Liturgy: You are Invited! 

Palm Sunday, also called Passion Sunday, in the Christian tradition, the first day of Holy 
Week and the Sunday before Easter, commemorates Jesus Christ's triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. We invite you to join us on Wednesday March 31st at 2.45 under the shade sails 
(weather permitting) for our end of term liturgy. If it is raining we will have to have this indoors with 
just the children via google meets. The children finish the term on this day. 

 

Staffing Changes in Term Two  
As of week one in term two Mrs. Jocelyn Devlin 

will teach year P-1R each Friday while Mrs. Ryan 

works as our Numeracy leader to support classes 

to enact our Numeracy Action Plan. The summary 

of our Numeracy Action plan overleaf indicates 

how Mrs. Ryan will be using this time. We look 

forward to seeing the benefits the children will 

experience through this initiative. 

 

School Improvement Progress 

As part of our school improvement the school’s focus is on whole school approaches to learning 

and teaching and student behaviour management that are consistently implemented, evidence-

based, data-driven and evaluated for impact. Specific areas for improvement include differentiated 

teaching, student voice and agency, collaboration and co-construction, feedback and teacher goal-

setting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Another focus for our teaching & learning is: Improving student participation and engagement 

in Mathematics  by developing the proficiencies and dialogue.   

Intended Outcomes Key Improvement Strategies Timeframe  Evidence  Strategy goals 

To establish a Numeracy 
Leadership Team for 2021 
to support the 
implementation of our 
MAAP, and to lead the 
Mathematics teaching and 
learning throughout the 
school. 

*.2 position for Numeracy  Leader to support 
teaching staff 

*Develop Numeracy  Leadership Team, with 
representatives across the year levels 

*Numeracy  Leadership Team (MLT) to regularly 
meet with the Numeracy  Leader 

*MLT to facilitate planning at levels 

*Numeracy  Leader to facilitate PLT’s 

*Make visible the MAAP to whole staff. 

MLT organized 
Term 1 

 

.2 Numeracy  
Leader 
beginning 
Term 2 

 

 

*Rapid action plans on a term to term 
basis 

*Fortnightly MLT meetings to review 
progress and set goals 

*Trial new practices and collect 
evidence of teaching and learning 

Goal 2: Every 
school has a 

Numeracy 
Leadership 
Team to drive 
the learning 
and teaching 
ofnumeracy at 
a classroom 
level. 

To develop a Numeracy 
Vision Statement to drive 
improvement in the 
teaching and learning of 
Mathematics in our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Whole staff to share ideas/beliefs about best 
Numeracy  teaching and learning practices 

*MLT to meet and synthesize ideas and take 
back to whole staff 

*Make Numeracy  Vision Statement visible and 
reflective in our planning  and teaching 

Term 2 *Staff meeting minutes; gather ideas, 
identify best Numeracy  practice, 
formulate statements 

*Publish completed Numeracy  Vision 
Statement for all to see 

Goal 2  

and goal 1: 
Every school 
has an 
appointed 
mathematics 
leader with 
adequate 
release to 
enact the 
school 
mathematics 
action plan. 

To improve teacher 
knowledge and use of the 
proficiencies. 

*Whole school Numeracy  PD 

*Numeracy  Leader to facilitate PD and support 
with planning and modelling best practices in 
classrooms 

*Numeracy  leadership team to support teaching 
and learning practices 

*Unpack the proficiencies 

*Formulate a Numeracy  lesson structure for staff 
to follow  

Throughoutthe 
year 

*Survey staff at beginning and end of 
year to ascertain their knowledge and 
use of the proficiencies 

*Survey students at the beginning of 
the year to gather baseline data about 
their perceptions of Numeracy  

*Staff to share what they trial and 
success stories 

*Video some students during 
Numeracy  discussions and activities 
beginning, middle and end of the year 
and collect work samples to identify 
how the proficiencies are being used 

*Sample a group of students at the end 
of each term to monitor and evaluate 
progress; student participation and 
engagement 

 

Goal 1 and 2 

 

For teachers to encourage, 
model and support the use 
of Mathematical dialogue 
during Numeracy 
investigations and 
discussions. 

*Whole school Numeracy  PD 

*Numeracy  Leader and MLT to support with this; 
facilitate planning of activities to encourage 
reasoning and problem solving 

*Discuss as a staff:  

What does dialogue look like now? What do we 
want it to look like?  

*Provide sentence frames to be used  

 

Throughouthe 
year 

*Video Numeracy  discussions B, M 
and E of the year 

*Sentence frames visible in classrooms 

*Talk moves visible in classrooms 

*Staff to share what they trial and 
success stories 

Goal 1 and 2 

 



 

Year Prep-One Dress up Day 

In their inquiry sessions this week the children will been exploring what they would like to be when 
they grow up and how they would like to contribute to their community.  
 
To celebrate their term of learning, next Monday the 29th of March, the children are invited to 
come to school dressed up as what they would like to be when they grow up. 
 
Please note that this will also be a casual clothes day for year’s two to six. Please see the student 
initiative section for further information. 

 
Prep’s in Pyjamas 
 
It was a joy to take part with our prep students and one of their parents in our, Preps in Pyjamas” 
evening this week. The children listened attentively as Mrs. Meyer presented the story of the 
Annunciation as a Godly play story and the children shared with their parent what was unique 
about them and why their name was chosen. Dressed in their pyjamas and teddies in hand they 
made a very special set of prayer beads after choosing symbols that spoke to them about each 
other. Thank you to our children and families for coming along and to Mrs. Meyer and the teachers 
for facilitating this beautiful evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year Six Camp 

Many adventurous recounts have already been shared about the escapades our year six students 

enjoyed whilst on camp and throughout their day out in Bendigo. We are so happy that they had a 

memorable time after their disappointment when we had to cancel Canberra. Congratulations to 

our students for their co-operative behaviour and for embracing all that was on offer over these 

four days. Thank you also to our wonderful teachers, Mrs. Mac, Mrs. Ramshaw, Mr. Portelli, Joel 

and Janene for all they did to ensure our children had such a positive experience. 

 

 



Sacrament of Reconciliation Reflection Day 

We pray for the following students who received the sacrament of reconciliation on Wednesday - 
Maeve, Caellan, Audrey, Violet, Maeve, Isaac, Lewis, Patrick, Harry, Catherine, Bruno, Kobe, 

Gracie, Hugo, Alani, Mary, Charlotte, Spencer, Angus, Seth, Pippa, Elijah, Sidney, Bailey, Ava, 

Amelia, and Oliver. 

 

Easter Raffle:  
Money raised to fund Interactive Play Area  

 
Thank you for your generous 
donations! The children gain great 
joy form the Easter raffle and 
thanks to you all we have plenty of 
items to make up numerous 
hampers.  
 
Our raffle will be drawn at our assembly this Monday March 29th at 
3.00pm. Tickets should be returned no later than Monday morning at 

11.00am. 
 
All money raised will be used to fund the building of our interactive play village along the fence line facing 
our Rock River beds. Our Year 5/6 classes will be involved in this project as part of their STEAM learning. 
 
Thank you to Sandy Howe and helpers who helped organise the raffle and make up the magnificent 
hampers. 
 
 

Parent as Helpers Training Additional Session 

We value your contribution and support and thank those of you who have attended a session so 
far. We are delighted that we can now welcome parent helpers back into our school. We realise 
that some of you have been unable to attend one of our sessions. We will schedule a further 
session early in term 2. 
 

Canteen  

We are aiming to have our canteen operating again from Term Two. If you would like to assist in 

the canteen next term please make sure you have completed one of our Parent Helper Courses 

sessions or attend the upcoming one in term 2. An Operoo notice has already been sent out 

asking for volunteers.  We will be opening the canteen on a Wednesday and Friday which has 

worked for you in the past. 



Interactive Village: Further Donations Welcome! 

Our children would be able to engage in further make believe play if we could build a child sized 
little village in the garden area under the trees on the Anslow St side. If you have any unwanted: 
 

 Cubby Houses  

 Wooden materials which you don’t need  

 Iron or 

 Sticks (1-2 metre in length) for Tepee Building 
 

Can you email me on 
bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au? 
 
When we can we will have a working bee and make a start! It 
is our hope to engage our students in STEAM projects and 
project based learning. Building a chicken house and village 
could be part of this. If you can offer assistance with this 
initiative please email me. Thank you for your contributions so far. This week Lachlan has kindly 
donated his pre-loved cubby house which we will re-erect as part of our village. 
 
 

Uniform Shop: Order Now & Receive 25% off all Winter Stock! 

Please log in to CDF online to receive your 25% discount off all winter stock (while stocks last!) 
Online orders will now be filled and taken to your child’s classroom on Tuesdays rather than 
Mondays.  Orders can be placed online at https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au.  
We are in the process of changing our suppliers. This means that as our old supplies sell out there 
may be a short waiting period before the new supplier gets the orders in. This will only be the case 
during this period of transitioning to our new supplier. Thank you for your patience.  
 

Crazy Colour Day - School Cross Country & Colour Run 
 
Our 'crazy colour day' is taking place at and around the school 
next Tuesday 30th March starting at 12.30pm. We need as many 
parent volunteers as possible to help with throwing colour, course 
marshalling and course guides. Please respond via Operoo or 
email Kristy Cavric (kristy.cavric@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au) if 
you can help. 
 
We encourage students to come dressed in a white t-shirt and 
crazy colour everywhere else ready to compete in the colour run! 
 
We ask for a gold coin donation just to cover the sunglasses given 
out to each child and the coloured powder. We hope to get a 
whole school pic from a drone and have a fabulously fun and 
colourful day to finish off a fantastic term 1! 
 

Student Initiatives: 
Dress up Day Gold Coin Donation 
 
Bronte and Lola do a splendid job to maintain our fish tank. Our children experience a sense of 
calm as they stop to gaze at the fish. The girls would like to raise money to maintain our fish tank 
and buy some colourful fish. Children may dress in casual clothes on Monday March 29th and 
bring a gold coin for this cause. 

mailto:bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au
https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/
mailto:kristy.cavric@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


Casual Clothes Day to upgrade our Fish Tank 

 

To finish the term with an action that will support the wellbeing of our students the Social Justice Team are 

asking students to come to school next Monday 29th March dressed in casual clothes and bring a GOLD 

COIN donation.    

The money raised will be used to upgrade our school’s tropical fish tank.  The Social Justice Team are 

hoping to purchase some more fish and create an enriching environment so they are ‘happy’ fish  We are 

also hoping to design or replace the backdrop of the tank to make it more colourful and vibrant.  Many of 

our students find it very calming stopping and watching the fish on their way to the toilet or visiting the 

library. 

  

      This vs. This! 

 

Thank you from the 2021 Social Justice Team (Lola, Darley, Rachael, Lucy, Hattie, Zoey, Safara, Cait 

& Bronte) 

 



EASTER COLORING COMPETITION 
 

Hello everyone  
It’s Rachael and Olivia again. We are doing another colouring competition 
but an Easter one. We are going to announce new winners at this 
Monday’s assembly.  
Please give it to the office and it has to be in on the 26th of March 
because that's when we will be judging. Good luck! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

26 March Hunter R 

28 March Dash B 

31 March Micah W 

1 April  Emily B 

6 April  Catalina B 

7 April  Hunter C 

  Aidan W 

8 April  Anouk R 

9 April  Holly M 
11 April Elle S 

12 April Jorel L 

  Max N 

13 April Gracie C 

  Ben N 

14 April Madison M 

16 April Lexie H 

18 April Asher J 

2021 Term Dates 

Term 1 

Last day Term 1 for students– Wed. 31 March 

PD (PBL) for staff - Thurs 1 April  

Easter Break – Fri. 2 – Mon. 5 April 

 
Term 2 
Mon. 19 April – Fri. 25 June  
 
Term 3 
Mon. 12 July – Fri. 17 September 
 
Term 4 
Mon. 4 October – Fri. 17 December 
 



COVIDSafe practices at St Ambrose 

Thank you for your co-operation to keep our 

school free of COVID-19 virus. We are very 

happy that you are able to come into the school 

grounds. We still need to maintain social 

distancing and  

The latest information about COVID-19 and 

schools is available on the Catholic Education 

Melbourne website. If you would like 

information from the Department of Health and 

Human Services. You can also visit 

dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus. 

This will be our final newsletter for term 1. 

Wishing you all a happy weekend.   
Kind regards,  
Bronwyn 
Phillips 

Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

  

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus


Grade 6’s have been on Camp! 
 
What a blast! Our Grade 6 students with our teachers (Mrs Macca, Mrs Ramshaw, Mr Portelli, 
Janene, and Joel) went on a camp this week to Lady Northcote Recreation Camp, which is located 
in the picturesque Rowsley Valley, just outside of Bacchus Marsh.  
Lady Northcote was the place to take on a challenge, it gave us a powerful experience and an 
opportunity to take home new memories.  
We participated in a range of exciting outdoor activities which encourage teamwork, supporting 
others, important life skills, assisting with personal growth, and building connections. These 
activities were: Canoeing, Archery, Hut Building, Low Ropes, Team Initiatives, Giant Swing, and 
Geocaching. 
My favourite activity was the Giant Swing, even though it was terrifying! I screamed the whole way. 
All my friends were fantastic and encouraged me to go higher and higher!  
We arrived home Wednesday evening, reading to recharge our batteries, as the very next day we 
headed to Bendigo to the Discovery Centre, where we had a team marble challenge, giant slide, 
planetarium, and fun games. Then we went to Ten Pin Bowling; it was so much fun. Mason won 
overall with a score of 134.  
Lots of funny moments happened on camp, so read next week's newsletter for more information. 
We would like to thank Paige our Camp leader for this amazing experience and all other leaders at 
the camp. We also would like to thank our teachers, Janene, and Joel for giving up their family 
time to take us on camp.  
 
By Chloe McDonald 5/6R 
 
 

  



Grade 6 Lady Northcote Camp  

          

 

 

 
 
 

  



  



This Week’s Classroom Feature – 3/4P 
 

The students in Grade 3/4P have been learning how to use a Writer’s Notebook during our writing 

lessons. A Writer’s Notebook is a blank book where a writer can engage in the fun, often messy 

job of being a writer – playing with language, gathering artefacts such as images, tickets to the 

theatre or sporting events, words of a song, sketches and ideas. In other words an individual and 

unique treasure trove of ideas.  

The collected artefacts become the seeds of future writing pieces used to nourish the writer where 

the seed can be used for a longer writing project.  

Ideas for developing a seed include: 

 I think … I feel… I wonder… chart 

 mind maps 

 PMI chart (plus, minus, interesting) 

 Y chart (looks, feels, sounds like) 

 three by three—list three-word phrases for three minutes 

 capture what is important—try to capture feelings and emotions 

 drawings and sketches. 

In our first attempt at developing an idea from an artefact. Students chose an image from a 

magazine that appealed to them and placed it in the centre of the page and they wrote about what 

they thought, felt and wondered about the photograph.  

After their initial thoughts were recorded on the proforma the children were asked to create a 

sizzling start for a narrative based on the image.  

 

Gus used this image of a golfer teeing off for his sizzling starter. 

 

Have you ever been so nervous that you can’t move? I have, I was about to beat the golf world 

record. The crowd was watching me and the air was chilly and silent. “Will I be good enough” I 

thought to myself. 

The brief for the students was create a sizzling start that that hooks the reader. Don’t you just want 

to find out how he went? I know I do! 



                  

Students working on their sizzling starts. 

The 3/4P students have also been working on Growth Mindset strategies with a focus on 

perseverance and the premise that we all have the ability and power to improve. It’s 

our BELIEFS that empower or destroy us. Having a ‘can-do’ attitude will make you unstoppable. 

The idea is to integrate the power of yet into all that you do is to identify where you’re using the 

word ‘can’t’. All you need to do is add the word ‘yet’ on the end and you’re there. 

I can’t do my 12 times tables…yet. 

Below is our Super Hero Wall and some close-ups of our Super Heroes 

 

 

 

 

  



  



 

Term 2 Seasons for Growth Program for Children and 

Young People 

– Expressions of Interest - 

The Seasons for Growth program is an opportunity for your child/ren to benefit from learning with a small group 
of peers who have experienced similar issues. The program will help students learn new skills to cope effectively 
with change and loss.   

The program has been developed specifically for children and young people who have 
experienced a death in the family, separation, divorce, or other significant loss events that 
impact their lives.  The Seasons for Growth programs provide an opportunity for participants to 
learn the knowledge, skills, and attitudes required to understand and respond well to such 
experiences, including: 

o   understanding the grief process 

o   recognising their feelings and other reactions to loss are normal 

o   developing skills for coping, problem-solving and decision making 

o   building a peer-support network 

o   restoring self-confidence and self-esteem 

The program at St Ambrose will consist of three levels: 

         Level 1 (ages 6-8 years): 40 min sessions 

         Level 2 (ages 9-10 years): 40 min sessions 

         Level 3 (ages 11-12 years): 45 min sessions 

Each level of Seasons for Growth comprises: 

         8 formal sessions (once a week during class time on a rotational system) 

         1 Celebration Session 
  

It is an education program that uses a wide range of creative activities to help children and young people learn 
how to manage well in times of change.  

Seasons for Growth will be timetabled to run for eight weeks commencing at the beginning of Term 2, 2021.  If 
you would like your child to take part in this very valuable educational program please respond below by the end 
of next week. 

Kind regards 

Mrs. Debbie Geisler 

Deputy Principal/Wellbeing Leader  



 

 

 

 
 
 

  



  



   



 

   



WELCOME TO ST AMBROSE PARISH 

WOODEND - EASTER 2021 

Parish Penitential Service 

Wednesday March 31st, 7.30pm 

Holy Thursday Mass 

Thursday April 1st, 7.30pm 

Good Friday Services 

Friday April 2nd, 10.00am Stations of the 

Cross 

Friday April 2nd, 3.00pm Celebration of the 

Lord’s Passion 

Holy Saturday (booking required 0488274520) 

Saturday April 3rd, 7.30pm Easter Vigil 

Mass 

Easter Sunday (booking required 0488274520) 

Sunday April 4th, 9.00am Mass. Renewal of 

Baptismal Promises  

Followed by an Easter egg hunt in the 

Presbytery gardens. 



COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

  



 
 

Click here for information on Macedon Ranges Shire Council Kids Creative School Holiday Workshops. 

 

 

 

 

http://macedonrangesshirecouncil.cmail19.com/t/ViewEmail/t/960B4357BC4118992540EF23F30FEDED/201FF66A81CD06096A4D01E12DB8921D






 


