
NEWSLETTER NO.  1  TERM 2   

FRIDAY 23R D  APRIL,  2021 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in 
Learning 

Sunday 25 April 2021 ANZAC Day - School Captains to attend 12.30pm service 

Wednesday 28 April 2021 Re-take portrait photos of selected students (TBA) 

Canteen re-opens 

Friday 30 April 2021 Canteen open 

Tuesday 4 May 2021 

(More details will be sent next week) 

Mother’s day Stall 10 am 

Mother’s day Afternoon tea 2.30pm 

Mother’s day Liturgy 3.00pm 

Wednesday 5 May 2021 Division Cross Country – Bendigo 

Canteen open 

Friday 7 May 2021                                                    Cobaw Soccer – Grade 6 

Canteen open 

Tuesday 11 May 2021 NAPLAN testing – Grades 3 & 5 

National Simultaneous Storytime from Space – Library – 11-11.30am 

Wednesday 12 May 2021 NAPLAN testing – Grades 3 & 5 

Canteen open 

Thursday 13 May 2021 NAPLAN testing – Grades 3 & 5 

Friday 14 May 2021 Canteen open 

Wednesday 19 May 2021 Eucharist Reflection Day – Grades 4 & 5 

Canteen open 

Friday 21 May 2021 Canteen open 

Saturday 22 May 2021 Presentation of Eucharist Candidates (TBC) – Mass 6pm 

Sunday 23 May 2021 Presentation of Eucharist Candidates (TBC) – Mass 11am 

Tuesday 25 May 2021 Cobaw Winter Sports – Grades 5 & 6 

Wednesday 26 May 2021 Canteen open 

Friday 28 May 2021 Canteen open 

Wednesday 2 June 2021 Canteen open 

Friday 4 June 2021 Canteen open 

Wednesday 9 June 2021 Canteen open 

Friday 11 June 2021 2022 enrolment applications close 

Canteen open 

Saturday 12 – Monday 14 June 2021 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

Monday 14 June 2021 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Wednesday 16 June 2021 Confirmation Reflection Day 

Canteen open 

Friday 18 June 2021 Canteen open 

Sunday 20 June 2021 Sacrament of Confirmation – 1-2pm /  3.30-4.30pm 

Wednesday 23 June 2021 Canteen open 

Thursday 24 June 2021 Ones in Onesies – 6pm 

Friday 25 June 2021 End of Term Mass/Liturgy 1.45pm 

No canteen 

Last day of Term 2 – dismissal 3.30pm 

Saturday 26 June 2021 - Sunday 11 July 2021 Term 2 School Holidays 

Please find the link to our school calendar here - school calendar 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/


Our St Ambrose community acknowledges the 

Traditional Custodians of the lands that we meet and 

travel. We pay our respects to leaders and Elders past, 

present and emerging for they hold the memories, the 

traditions, the culture and the hopes of their people. We 

express our gratitude in the sharing of this land, our 

sorrow for the personal, spiritual and cultural costs of 

that sharing and our hope that we may walk forward 

together in harmony and in the spirit of healing. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends, 
  
I do hope that you have all enjoyed a slower pace over 

the term break and that your children begin term two 

with a renewed sense of hope and anticipation. You may have visited family or friends, went 

camping and spent time creating memorable family moments at the beach or country side. You 

may have visited the city or went to a show or sporting event. It’s hard to imagine that Easter time 

where we take part in these wonderful family celebrations originated from the story of a man who 

gave up his life to show us a better and kinder way of being. 

Now, more than two thousand years later we still celebrate The Resurrection, one of the most 

joyous times in the Church year. This is a joyous time for many reasons. 

The crucifixes displayed in our homes and Churches can offer an expression of a deep and 

compassionate love for people. The whole Easter season is full of deep and rich symbolism. 

Palm Sunday is always celebrated the week prior to Easter. In Jesus’ time people waved palms to 

cheer Jesus as he rode on a donkey. Our children re-enacted this at our end of term liturgy. We 

ate hot cross buns to remind us that Jesus died on the cross for us. This tradition began over six 

hundred years ago. The cross serves as a reminder of the sacrifice Jesus made and of his love for 

us. 

No doubt many of you spoke about the Easter bunny in your homes.  It is said that the hare or 

rabbits’ burrow symbolises Jesus coming out of the tomb. The sharing of eggs is the sign of The 

Resurrection. It is a time of hope, new life and renewal for one and all! 

As Christians we remember this two thousand year old event which calls us to live and act with 

love and justice and do what we can to make the world a peaceful and harmonious place.  

This year we celebrate 200 years of Catholic 

education in Australia. We move forward with 

great faith in the future and pray for abundant 

blessings upon all involved in the continued 

ministry of Catholic education. Each family 

will receive a beautiful prayer card to 

commemorate this milestone.  

 



It has been a joy welcoming our children and families back 

after the Easter break. The children have begun the term 

with great enthusiasm and we look forward to continuing 

our learning together through the many and varied 

experiences we have planned. 

Anzac Day Service April 25th 12.00 RSL 

This afternoon our social justice team (pictured) initiated a 
service at school to remember all those who have served 
for their countries. They delivered their readings with clarity 
and reverence and your children honoured those who 
served respectfully throughout the reflections. Georgia J 
and Ben N will represent our school on Sunday at our local 
community service to be conducted at the RSL at 12.00pm.  

Given the Covid regulations only returned servicemen will 
march however you may join the service at the RSL if you 
wish to. Schools won’t be marching or gathering together 
this year but students can attend with their families. 
Amanda Ramshaw and myself will also represent our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember in your prayers Fr. Martin 

Many of you will already have heard of the death of Patrick Fleming 

who is Fr. Martin’s father. I spoke with Fr. Martin today who deeply 

appreciates your messages and cards. He said that Patrick who was 98 

years old was a faith filled man who passed peacefully with his children 

present. The funeral will be in Melbourne on Tuesday. Further details 

are yet to be announced.  

 

 

Money Raised – Thank you! 

Our sincere thanks for your generous donations towards the following initiatives: 

Out of uniform day - money raised for the fish tank $242.00 

Easter raffle - $2,025.50 



Colour Run donations - $237.00 

Money raised from the Easter raffle will be used to help fund our interactive play area.  

Swimming Program  

From 2017, the Victorian Curriculum F-10 has required swimming and 
water safety education to be taught as part of the Health and Physical 
Education learning area. 

By the end of Year 6, it is anticipated that students should be able to 
demonstrate the knowledge and skills identified in the Victorian Water 
Safety Certificate. 

Individual schools are expected to make decisions about how to best incorporate swimming and 
water safety into their school programs, based on factors such as access to safe swimming 
facilities/locations, qualified instructors and their broader learning program. 

For your information we have organised with the Kyneton Aquatics Centre for our students to take 
part in a swimming program this year. This will take place over the first two weeks of term three 
where children will be grouped according to their swimming ability. The cost will be $38 per 
student which will come out of the excursion levy. Further information will follow later this term. 

Closure Dates 

Please note in your calendars the three remaining school closure dates for this year. They are: 

Thursday August 5th and Friday August 6th in term 3: Staff professional development/retreat. 

Monday November 1st: Report Writing Day 

Please note that Tuesday December 14th is the students last day of classes. They will however 
need to come in for 40 minutes for their numeracy assessment on either Wednesday December 
15th or Thursday December 16th. Year 6 students finish on December 14th. 

Naplan  

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 
assesses literacy and numeracy skills that are essential for every child to 
progress through school and life. Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 
participate in the annual NAPLAN tests in reading, writing, language 
conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. The 
assessment aims to provide parents and schools with an understanding 
of how individual students are performing at the time of the tests. 
Remember that NAPLAN is just one aspect of a school’s assessment and reporting process – it 
does not replace ongoing assessments made by teachers about student performance. 

NAPLAN is also one avenue that can provide schools, education authorities and governments with 
information about how education programs are working and whether young Australians are 
achieving important educational outcomes in literacy and numeracy.  

The NAPLAN assessment window starts on Tuesday May 11th and finishes on Thursday May 13th. 
I sent an information pamphlet via Operoo out to parents of Year 3 & 5 students on Tuesday. I 
have also included this information later in this newsletter. We treat these assessments as just 
another means of gaining further insight into where your children are at with their learning. We 
approach NAPLAN calmly and in a supportive manner with our students. We understand however 



that this type of test can be challenging for some students whilst others enjoy the format and can 
engage easily with it. Please speak with your child’s teacher if you have any questions or concerns 
about this assessment.  

Masterplan 

We are getting very excited about our pending building project. Great consideration has been put into how 

we can maximise the funding we have received and we are now able to share the plans with you. You can 

view the plans in the office windows at school or access them via the link. We welcome your feedback and 

suggestions.  

A digital copy of the presentation and plans can be found through 

here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/6dvylgaue2z68bi/AAD21MV2yQOU0hg1PvLtFVApa?dl=0.  

To view, please copy the link into your browser. 

Included in these plans is: 

 2 additional classrooms. 

 a STEAM room equipped with cooking facilities and a user friendly art space. 

 a multi-purpose area. 

 flexible learning spaces. 

 further toilets and toilets accessible from outside. 

 a refurbished office area, staffroom and entry. 

 ramps. 

 resurfaced courts & a running track. 

 new carpet and painting. 

 an extended performing arts room and outdoor classroom. 

We are in the process of costing each stage and hope to advertise for tender by October with the view to 

begin in 2022. The project should be finished by the end of next year.  

Pets at School 

You may bring your pet to visit your child’s classroom if 

arranged with the class teacher. As per our policy, all 

pets should otherwise not be brought onto the premises.  

Parents as Helpers 

We are delighted that we can welcome parent 

helpers back into our school. If you have completed 

your training session and have a current working 

with children check you may begin assisting in the 

classroom or at school events. Please make contact 

with your children’s teachers to let them know when 

you are ready to start. 

Parent as Helpers Training Additional Session 

We value your contribution and support and thank those of you who have attended a session so 
far. We realise that some of you have been unable to attend one of our sessions. We will notify 
you next week of the final training session for this year. 
  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/6dvylgaue2z68bi/AAD21MV2yQOU0hg1PvLtFVApa?dl=0


Staffing Changes in Term Two  

Today we welcomed Mrs. Jocelyn Devlin who will teach year P/1R each Friday for the rest of this 

year while Mrs. Ryan works as our Numeracy leader to support classes to enact our Numeracy 

Action Plan. Jocelyn is delighted to join our team and we are very happy to have her! Jocelyn is 

looking forward to meeting you in due course. 

School Improvement Progress  

As shared with you last term, our overarching goal within our Mathematics Annual Action Plan is, 

‘Improving student participation and engagement in Mathematics by developing the proficiencies 

and dialogue.  

This article is from the April 15 issue of The Herald Sun Digital Edition. It gives further information about 

what we are working towards in terms of our pedagogy and practice.  

 

Problem solving key addition for subject 

 

LEADING experts are calling for a maths curriculum overhaul, with a major 

review set to focus on fixing declining academic results. 

 

The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority will release a 

draft national curriculum for public consultation on April 29 — the first major 

review since 2014. 

 

Maths and science groups including the Australian Association of Mathematics 

Teachers have issued a joint statement ahead of the review calling for a 

greater focus on problem-solving skills. 

 

 In the statement, the groups said teaching maths content was “no longer 

enough” . 

 

“It is not enough to have knowledge — they must have the skills to take that 

knowledge and apply it to solve unknown problems, and do it quickly,” the 

statement said. 

 

Since 2003, Australia’s results in maths have declined further than any country 

except Finland, according to Programme for International Student Assessment 

data. 

 

AAMT chief executive Allan Dougan said a problemsolving approach would 

have a positive impact on students’ experience of learning maths. 

 

“Maths hasn’t really changed for 300 years but how we use it and what we do with it has fundamentally 

changed,” Mr Dougan said. 

 

“The whole idea of a maths class where the teacher teaches the content and the students practise it 300 

times, that’s what we’re moving away from. 

 

“Instead, the classroom should be a place where students can collaborate and share their ideas and they 

can really have a chance to explain and wrestle the tasks.” He said one problem-solving task could involve 

year 6 students taking part in an activity called It All Adds Up, where each letter of the alphabet is given a 

dollar value. 

 

“Letter A is $1 to Z being $26. You can start asking students open questions such as finding a four-letter 



word that costs $50 — the success of this task is how they approach it and how they think about problem 

solving.” 

 

Australian Mathematical Sciences Institute director Professor Tim Marchant said he was concerned by the 

shortage of qualified maths teachers. 

 

“The data shows about 50 per cent of schools have maths classes taught by teachers that aren’t qualified 

in maths,” Prof Marchant said. 

 

“The Victorian government has started a new initiative where they’re providing funding to support out-of-

field teachers training to get a graduate certificate to become qualified to teach maths, so that’s a really 

good start.” 

 

Prof Marchant said group activities in the classroom helped learning and made maths “fun” . 

 

He suggested hands-on learning experiences including using Rubik’s cubes to help with problem solving. 

 

Monash University Emeritus Professor of Education Peter Sullivan said the curriculum needed to undergo 

several changes to make learning more simplified. “The revised curriculum needs to be simply written so 

teachers can understand and comprehend it; we want the big ideas clearly articulated ,” Prof Sullivan said. 

 

suzan.delibasic@news.com.au 

 

Hair Wear 

As per our uniform policy we ask 
that hair wear is navy. If your 
child’s (boys and girls) hair 
touches their shoulder can you 
please make sure that it is tied up 
as per the uniform policy.  
 
 

St Ambrose Family Care  

We have an initiative here at St Ambrose called “St Ambrose Family Care”.  It is designed to help 
school families that may experience times when a helping hand, a supportive ear or a cooked 
meal can make all the difference. Examples of such times are when there is a birth of a child, a 
family member is hospitalised, or sadly, the death of a loved one. 

We have many families who have expressed an interest in supporting these families in need.  The 
intention is to enhance the connectedness of each family to the other given that we share this 
same roof called St Ambrose. The group comes together once a term, uses the school’s cooking 
facilities and produces family meals that can be frozen and used in time of need. 

Please register your interest via Operoo. It’s a great way of making new friends and doing 
something very special for the community.   

The first cooking day for 2021 is next Wednesday 28 April at 9am in the parish hall kitchen.  We 
ask that those attending please bring along their own apron, ensure that closed toe shoes are 
worn, long hair tied back and mask worn whilst working with food.  We are unable to cater for pre-
primary aged children attending with you.  

Due to the Covid-19 guidelines, we can only allow 7 volunteers at any one cooking 
session.  Please register your interest and we will be in touch.  Thank you for your support.  

mailto:suzan.delibasic@news.com.au


Around the Classrooms 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

  



Uniform Shop: Order Now & Receive 25% off all Winter Stock! 

Please log in to CDF online to receive your 25% discount off all winter stock (while stocks last!) 
Online orders will now be filled and taken to your child’s classroom on Tuesdays rather than 
Mondays.  Orders can be placed online at https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au.  
 
We are in the process of changing our suppliers. This means that as our old supplies sell out there 
may be a short waiting period before the new supplier gets the orders in. This will only be the case 
during this period of transitioning to our new supplier. Thank you for your patience.  
 

2022 Enrolments 

A reminder that 2022 enrolments close on 11 June 2021. If you have a sibling that you wish to 

start at St Ambrose in 2022 please either collect an enrolment form from the office or it can be 

sent home with your child.  We will be offering places for 2022 in the first week of July. It is 

important that we know if you wish siblings to be enrolled so that we can allow places.  

Cross Country 

On Tuesday, 41 students along with Mrs Cavric, Mrs Macca and Joanna represented St. Ambrose 

at the Cobaw district cross country event at Hanging Rock. It started off promising with some sun 

but unfortunately weather turned terrible around midday, but we persisted and got all events ran. 

Kids and teachers were cold and wet but did an excellent job soldiering on, showing resilience and 

giving it their best! 

Out of 41 students, 18 finished in the top 10 of their races which is fantastic. 

As the 9 and 10 year old results get combined on time to compete at division level at Bendigo, 5 of 

these 18 missed out on getting to division.Therefore 13 students have qualified for the Bendigo 

district division event to be held on Wednesday May 5th. An Operoo will be sent to these families 

with the details. 

Special thanks to Sharee, Meagan and Phil for volunteering to be course marshals today. 

Well done to all students for representing the school so well. 

Mrs Cavric 

  

https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/


Students Awards from Term 1 – Congratulations to the following students: 

P/1M Sofia M for taking on feedback and working towards her goals. 

P/1M Hunter R for his outstanding effort in writing today! 

P/1R Scarlett M for putting in a great effort towards improving her reading skills. 

P/1R Sammy I for putting in a great effort towards improving his reading skills. 

P/1TA Emily S for making great progress with her reading and writing. 

P/1TA Arthur H for writing a sizzling start to his story! Well done! 

2O Archie S for showing respect and self control during Mass 

2O Poppy O for demonstrating exceptional self control and respect during Mass.  Well done. 

2V Ruby S for showing resilience when faced with new challenges. 

2V Ethan C for being an enthusiastic participant in class Mass. 

3/4C Lewis L for contributing to discussions and listening to other and their opinions. 

3/4C Tahlia J for always considering others and displaying wonderful responsibility to your learning. 

3/4F Indie R for always trying hard to do her best in all of her learning tasks! 

3/4F Harry S for trying really hard to finish his learning task in the required time! 

3/4P Cooper B for always being a respectful classmate. 

3/4P Ruby P for always being a kind class member. 

5/6M Georgia J for her adventurous spirit whilst on camp! 

5/6M Ben C for all his encouragement towards his fellow peers during camp. 

5/6R Fiachra H for writing an excellent story full of precise vocabulary. 

5/6R Lucy K for writing an excellent story full of detailed expression. 

 

Sports Star of the Week – Ryan K for excellent drive and determination to be his best! 

Sports Star of the Week – Bruno B for demonstrating excellent leadership and sportsmanship skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canteen 

Our canteen will re-open on Wednesday 28 April 2021.  Canteen will operate on Wednesdays and 

Fridays for lunch only.   

Orders can be placed online through CDFpay – https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au 

Japanese food options will need to be ordered by 2.30pm the day prior (ie. Tuesday and 

Thursday).  The cut off for all other orders is 8.30am on Wednesday and Friday mornings. 

Lunch orders will be delivered directly to your child’s classroom.   

Thank you to those that have volunteered to help throughout the term.  Please check the roster 

that will be emailed to you and let Justine know asap if you cannot attend. 

24 April  Jim G 

25 April Mason L 

27 April William B 

29 April  Cooper L 

29 April Walter G 

  Ava R 

https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/


WANTED: Helpers in and out of the art room 
during term 2 

Would you like to assist in the art room? No artistic talent 
required. Just enthusiasm! 
 
Can you spare some time to assist in your child's class? 
Or maybe cut out shapes, mount artwork and/or 
laminate?  I would be grateful for any assistance offered 
in, out, and around the art room. 
 
With thanks 
 
Clare Shannon. 

Visual Arts Teacher 
cshannon@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

 

COVIDSafe practices at St Ambrose 

Thank you for your co-operation to keep our 

school free of COVID-19 virus. We are very 

happy that you are able to come into the school 

grounds. We still need to maintain social 

distancing and  

The latest information about COVID-19 and 

schools is available on the Catholic Education 

Melbourne website. If you would like 

information from the Department of Health and 

Human Services. You can also visit 

dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus. 

 

  

2021 Term Dates 

Term 2 - Mon. 19 April – Fri. 25 June  
 
Term 3 - Mon. 12 July – Fri. 17 September 
 

Term 4 - Mon. 4 October – Fri. 17 December 

mailto:cshannon@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus


 

We will remember them.  

 

Wishing you all a happy weekend.   

 
Kind regards,  
 
Bronwyn Phillips 

Principal 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     

  

   

  



This Week’s Classroom Feature – 5/6R 
 

In Year 5/6R, we believe knowing Mathematics means being able to use it in purposeful ways. The 
students are involved in exploring and thinking rather than only in rote learning of rules and 
procedures. We encourage students to practice the ongoing use of hands-on tools, of which we 
have plenty of around the classroom. We want the students to achieve a complete understanding 
rather than just memorisation. 
   

By doing mathematics with a variety of tools, we have observed that students are developing the 
confidence to solve a broader range of mathematical problems. Hands-on maths, with open-ended 
mathematics questions, has not only built their self-confidence, but has also encouraged a higher 
level of engagement. 
 

Amanda Ramshaw 

Joanna Roch 
 

   

    



     Cross Country Colour Run 
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