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Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning
Tuesday 4 May 2021

Mother’s Day Stall 10 am
Mother’s Day Afternoon tea 2.15pm
Mother’s Day Liturgy 3.00pm

Wednesday 5 May 2021

Division Cross Country – Bendigo
Canteen open

Friday 7 May 2021

Cobaw Soccer – Grade 6
Canteen open

Tuesday 11 May 2021

NAPLAN testing – Grades 3 & 5
National Simultaneous Storytime from Space – Library – 11-11.30am

Wednesday 12 May 2021

NAPLAN testing – Grades 3 & 5
Canteen open

Thursday 13 May 2021

NAPLAN testing – Grades 3 & 5

Friday 14 May 2021

Canteen open

Wednesday 19 May 2021

Eucharist Reflection Day – Grades 4 & 5
Canteen open

Friday 21 May 2021

Canteen open

Saturday 22 May 2021

Eucharist Commitment Mass - 6pm

Sunday 23 May 2021

Eucharist Commitment Mass - 11am

Tuesday 25 May 2021

Cobaw Winter Sports – Grades 5 & 6

Wednesday 26 May 2021

Canteen open

Friday 28 May 2021

Canteen open

Wednesday 2 June 2021

Canteen open

Friday 4 June 2021

Canteen open

Wednesday 9 June 2021

Canteen open

Friday 11 June 2021

2022 enrolment applications close
Canteen open

Saturday 12 – Monday 14 June 2021

Woodend Winter Arts Festival

Monday 14 June 2021

Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

Wednesday 16 June 2021

Confirmation Reflection Day
Canteen open

Friday 18 June 2021

Canteen open

Sunday 20 June 2021

Sacrament of Confirmation – 1-2pm / 3.30-4.30pm

Wednesday 23 June 2021

Canteen open

Thursday 24 June 2021

Ones in Onesies – 6pm

Friday 25 June 2021

End of Term Mass/Liturgy 1.45pm
No canteen
Last day of Term 2 – dismissal 3.30pm

Saturday 26 June 2021 - Sunday 11 July 2021

Term 2 School Holidays

Please find the link to our school calendar here - school calendar
Our St Ambrose community acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the lands that we meet
and travel. We pay our respects to leaders and Elders past, present and emerging for they hold the
memories, the traditions, the culture and the hopes of their people. We express our gratitude in the
sharing of this land, our sorrow for the personal, spiritual and cultural costs of that sharing and our
hope that we may walk forward together in harmony and in the spirit of healing.

Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,
It has been wonderful to celebrate our connectedness
as a community face to face through a number of
heart-warming events including the Anzac Day Service
which was held at the RSL last Sunday, our school
assembly on Monday, and the Eucharist family
conversations on Wednesday evening. We are also
excited about honouring all mothers, grandmothers
and special people in our lives throughout our activities
on Tuesday. Community involvement supports and
nurtures us all and is so important for the overall wellbeing of our young people who flourish when feeling
connected to a community where they are valued and
have contributions to make. Thank you for your
commitment and support of all that forms part of our
school life where community is at the heart. Your
willingness to be a parent helper in the classroom or
with the running of the canteen or garden based
learning program offer further opportunity to enrich
your children’s school experience. As a school, your
support truly makes us active in community and gives
your children the opportunity to take part and learn from their immersion also in local events.
Again, it has been great that the children can take part in inter-school as well as local sporting
events and excursions.
Whilst there are still restrictions around numbers of adults in buildings we are moving forward with
the intent of resuming our regular activities whilst complying with distancing rules. You will note
further in this newsletter that we will also be resuming our Parents Association (P&F) as well as
our School Advisory Council over the coming months. Indeed, I am looking forward to engaging
face to face with you, learning more about our families and community needs and working with a
Parent’s Association as well as a School Advisory Council.

Anzac Day Service April 25th
Many of our parents and children attended Sunday’s
ANZAC service which was a solemn and moving
ceremony.
Georgia J and Ben N delivered their readings with
clarity and reverence and our families honoured those
who served respectfully throughout the reflections.
We thank Georgia and Ben and you all for taking time
out of your busy lives to bring your children along to
support this important community commemoration. Lest
we forget.
We received the following message from the RSL:
May I thank you for the participation of your children
and students in yesterday's Anzac Day service at
Woodend. The involvement of your school is always
very much appreciated and they add an important
community dimension to the day's proceedings.

We also appreciated that some of your
children made the effort to construct their
own wreaths.
Thank you for assisting, despite it being a
Sunday and the recent intervention of
school holidays.
Best wishes,
John McCausland
Woodend RSL

It was a privilege to attend the ANZAC day ceremony at the Woodend RSL. It was filled with war
veterans, scouts, school captains, respected members of society, the Kyneton band and a
chicken. The band played a variety of songs, including a march song, and the last post by a bugle
player. We gave our poems to the public who appeared there, and laid our wreath of yellow
flowers and green leaves. It ended with the last post and a minute of respectful silence to honour
and remember the fallen who gave their lives to protect us today.
From Georgia and Ben

School Captain’s
Update
Hi everyone,
We would like to let
everyone know that we are planning to put a chicken
coop in the fenced off area of the garden next to the gaga
pit. If anyone would be able to bring in any materials or
volunteer to take care of the chickens that would be much
appreciated. It presents many opportunities to learn and
we will have eggs to sell at the farmers market. We are in the planning stages and will keep you
posted!
Thank you,
From Fiachra and Georgia.

Please remember in your prayers Fr. Martin
The requiem Mass to celebrate the life of Patrick Fleming who is
Fr. Martin’s father was held on Tuesday. Members from our staff
and community attended and said that it was a beautiful Mass
and tribute. We continue to keep Fr. Martin and his family in our
prayers.

2022 Enrolments
It has been a joy to show so many new
families through our beautiful school.
For your information, 2022 enrolments
close on 11 June 2021. If you have a
sibling that you wish to start at St Ambrose
in 2022 please either collect an enrolment
form from the office or it can be sent home
with your child. We will be offering places
for 2022 in the first week of July. It is
important that we know if you wish siblings
to be enrolled so that we can allow places.

Child Safety at Drop off & Pick Up Times
Our thanks to Geoff Martin and Mike Boudrie who have written to council to urge some action to
address our concerns for road safety at drop off and pick up times.
Geoff, Mike and I met with Gary Randhawa on Monday at St Ambrose. Gary was very
professional and keen to solve our safety problems. He also mentioned he would need help
finding budget for some of the more expensive solutions (crossings). We are working through a
list of action points with Gary. There are processes to be followed and we will keep you informed.
I know some of you have already emailed council about this matter and most of you signed our
petition last year. If you feel that you need to re-state your concerns, or email council directly if
you haven’t already done so, it may support us in expediting the solutions aimed at child safety
around St Ambrose.
You can send your email to Cr Janet Pearce at Macedon Ranges Shire Council via
jpearce@mrsc.vic.gov.au.
We are hoping for some actions in the near future.

Mother’s Day Celebrations
Next Tuesday 4 May 2021 we will celebrate our St Ambrose Mothers, and those like Mothers to
us, with a Mother's Day stall, afternoon tea and liturgy.
Stall - 10am
Students will have the opportunity to attend the Mother's Day stall with their siblings, which will
take place in the hall from 10am. If parents wish for their child to purchase a gift, they can send
along up to $10. There will also be raffle prizes with the cost of a ticket only 50 cents. Our Year 6
leaders will assist Anita who has kindly organised this for 7 years now!
Afternoon Tea - 2.15pm
We would love for our school mothers, grandmothers, and friends that feel like a mother to our
students, to gather from 2.15pm for afternoon tea in the hall. This is a wonderful opportunity to
connect with other matriarchal figures and have a quiet moment on a busy day. In keeping with
our Covid safe guidelines, please sign in via the QR code displayed at the door. We also ask that
visitors be limited to TWO adults from each family. Toddlers are welcome to attend under parent
supervision. Please note that students will not be attending the afternoon tea.

Liturgy - 2.55pm
Following afternoon tea, our matriarchal figures will be asked to move to an allocated classroom
via external classroom doors, where each class will celebrate a small Mothers' Day
Liturgy. This liturgy is an important part of the celebrations as we thank and pray for our mothers
and mother figures. We hope to gather students with their siblings and family members with
groups spread evenly throughout the school, therefore your prompt response to this Operoo will
be greatly appreciated.

Parent’s Association (Parents and Friends)
I will include information about re-establishing our school Parent’s Association in next week’s
newsletter. I am waiting on information from MACS about this. Once we have our P&F running we
will look closely at our fundraising options as well as enjoyable community activities including our
much loved school fair.

St Ambrose Fair
Given the current climate we are looking at having our next school fair in 2023. We are unsure if
we will be able to go ahead with one next year and given the amount of time, expense and people
power needed to organise this event we don’t want to risk having to cancel it again. We will
however plan alternative events for our children to enjoy and look forward to having the fair when
we can.

Establishing a School Advisory Council (School
Board)
Consultation during the establishment of Melbourne
Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) affirmed that the
School Advisory Council is a living expression of the principle
of subsidiarity in action. School Advisory Councils will play a
crucial role in the governance framework of MACS therefore,
by the end of 2021, every MACS school in the Archdiocese
will have a functioning council.
I know that St. Ambrose has had a School Advisory Council
in the past and in the coming weeks I will share, via this
newsletter, information about the role of the SAC for your
consideration. I will be calling for expressions of interest in
due course following the information forums run by MACS
about School Advisory Councils. Watch this space!

School Assembly
We have been enjoying our student led assemblies each
fortnight beneath the autumn splendour of our lovely
deciduous trees. This week we acknowledged birthdays,
student achievement and we heard about the outstanding
accomplishments of our students in the community. We
also commissioned our Mini Vinnies team. You are
welcome to attend these assemblies if we can have them
outdoors. Our next assembly is on Monday May 10th at
3.00pm.

Canteen
Our canteen re-opened on Wednesday 28 April 2021. Canteen
will operate on Wednesdays and Fridays for lunch only.
Orders can be placed online through CDFpay –
https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au
Japanese food options will need to be ordered by 2.30pm
the day prior (ie. Tuesday and Thursday). The cut off for all
other orders is 8.30am on Wednesday and Friday mornings.
Lunch orders will be delivered directly to your child’s classroom.
A big thank you to Danielle P, Anita R, Ellen V, Katie D and all
of those that have volunteered to help throughout the term.
Please check the roster that has been emailed to you and let
Justine know asap if you cannot attend.

Preparation for Puberty
We are in the process of booking
preparation for puberty sessions for
our Year 5 & 6 students. We have
met with a health nurse who
facilitates these developmentally
appropriate and informative
sessions. For your information,
Ballarat Community Health has
developed a video for an
introduction into puberty for
parents. You can access this via
the following link. I will share further
information about this program
when I have it.
https://vimeo.com/442933646

Swimming Program
From 2017, the Victorian Curriculum F-10 has required swimming and water safety education to
be taught as part of the Health and Physical Education learning area.
By the end of Year 6, it is anticipated that students should be able to demonstrate the knowledge
and skills identified in the Victorian Water Safety Certificate.
Individual schools are expected to make decisions about how to best incorporate swimming and
water safety into their school programs, based on factors such as access to safe swimming
facilities/locations, qualified instructors and their broader learning program.
For your information we have organised with the Kyneton Aquatics Centre for our students to take
part in a swimming program this year. This will take place over the first two weeks of term three
where children will be grouped according to their swimming ability. The cost will be $38 per
student which will come out of the excursion levy. Further information will follow later this term.

Closure Dates
Please note in your calendars the three remaining school
closure dates for this year. They are:
Thursday August 5th and Friday August 6th in term 3: Staff
professional development/retreat.
Monday November 1st: Report Writing Day
Please note that Tuesday December 14th is the students’ last
day of classes. They will however need to come in for 40
minutes for their numeracy assessment on either Wednesday
December 15th or Thursday December 16th. Year 6 students
finish on December 14th.

Naplan
The National
Assessment
Program – Literacy
and Numeracy
(NAPLAN)
assesses literacy
and numeracy skills
that are essential for every child to progress
through school and life. Students in Years 3,
5, 7 and 9 participate in the annual NAPLAN
tests in reading, writing, language
conventions (spelling, grammar and
punctuation) and numeracy. The
assessment aims to provide parents and
schools with an understanding of how
individual students are performing at the
time of the tests. Remember that NAPLAN is just one aspect of a school’s assessment and
reporting process – it does not replace ongoing assessments made by teachers about student
performance.
NAPLAN is also one avenue that can provide schools, education authorities and governments with
information about how education programs are working and whether young Australians are
achieving important educational outcomes in literacy and numeracy.
The NAPLAN assessment window starts on Tuesday May 11th
and finishes on Thursday May 13th. I sent an information
pamphlet via Operoo out to parents of Year 3 & 5 students on
Tuesday. I have also included this information later in this
newsletter. We treat these assessments as just another
means of gaining further insight into where your children are
at with their learning. We approach NAPLAN calmly and in a
supportive manner with our students. We understand however
that this type of test can be challenging for some students
whilst others enjoy the format and can engage easily with it.
Please speak with your child’s teacher if you have any
questions or concerns about this assessment.

Masterplan
We are getting very excited about our pending building project. Great consideration has been put
into how we can maximise the funding we have received and we are now able to share the plans
with you. You can view the plans in the office windows at school or access them via the link. We
welcome your feedback and suggestions.
A digital copy of the presentation and plans can be found through
here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/6dvylgaue2z68bi/AAD21MV2yQOU0hg1PvLtFVApa?dl=0.
To view, please copy the link into your browser.
Included in these plans is:












2 additional classrooms.
a STEAM room equipped with cooking facilities
and a user friendly art space.
a multi-purpose area.
flexible learning spaces.
an outdoor classroom accessed also from the current
performing arts space.
further toilets and toilets accessible from outside.
a refurbished office area, staffroom and entry.
ramps.
resurfaced courts & a running track.
new carpet and painting.
an extended performing arts room and outdoor classroom.

We are in the process of costing each stage and hope to advertise for tender by October with the
view to begin in 2022. The project should be finished by the end of next year.

Pets at School
You may bring your pet to visit your child’s classroom if arranged with the class teacher. As per
our policy, all pets should otherwise not be brought onto the premises.

Parents as Helpers
We are delighted that we can welcome parent helpers back into our school. If you have completed
your training session and have a current working with children check you may begin assisting in
the classroom or at school events. Please make contact with your children’s teachers to let them
know when you are ready to start.

Parent as Helpers Training Additional Session
We value your contribution and support and thank those of you who have attended a session so
far. We realise that some of you have been unable to attend one of our sessions. We are offering
a final training session for this year on Tuesday 4 May 2021 at 5.30pm in the Library. Please
advise your attendance via Operoo.

School Improvement Progress
As shared with you last term, our overarching goal within our Mathematics Annual Action Plan is,
‘Improving student participation and engagement in Mathematics by developing the proficiencies
and dialogue.
Indeed, we continue to build on our
Collective Efficacy across all
domains by clarifying:
1.
2.
3.

Where are we now?
Where are we going?
How are we going to get there?

As educators we used planning tools
from our AGILE leadership work to
further refine our teaching of literacy
and numeracy.
We are working on the following
teaching and learning goals:
1. Effective teachers set and communicate clear lesson goals to help students understand the
success criteria, commit to the learning, and provide the appropriate mix of success and
challenge.
2. Effective teachers plan and deliver structured lessons which incorporate a series of clear steps
and transitions between them, and scaffold learning to build students’ knowledge and skills.
3. Effective teachers use explicit teaching to provide instruction, demonstrate concepts and build
student knowledge and skills. In explicit teaching practice, teachers show students what to do
and how to do it, and create opportunities in lessons for students to demonstrate understanding
and apply the learning.
4. Effective teachers set and communicate clear lesson goals to help students understand the
success criteria, commit to the learning, and provide the appropriate mix of success and
challenge.
5. Effective teachers use worked examples to reduce student cognitive load, enabling them to focus
on understanding a process which leads to an answer, not the answer itself.
6. It takes ‘three or four experiences involving interaction with relevant information for a new
knowledge construct to be created in working memory and then transferred to long-term memory’
(Nuthall).
7. Effective teachers regularly use questioning as an
interactive means to engage and challenge students, and
use it as a tool to check student understanding and
evaluate the effectiveness of their teaching.
8. Effective teachers use two-way feedback to gather
information about a students’ understanding, to assist
students to advance their own learning, and to verify the
impact of their own practice.
9. Effective teachers use metacognitive strategies to help
students develop awareness of their own learning, to selfregulate, and to drive and sustain their motivation to learn
10. Effective teachers use evidence of student learning
readiness, learning progress, and knowledge of individual student learning profiles, to make
adjustments for individuals so all students experience challenge, success and improved learning.

AFL in PE
In PE this week the junior grades had an AFL Goldfields development coach teach the students some AFL
skills. Ash covered skills such as kicking, marking and handballing whilst incorporating some fun games.
The children enjoyed a different coach and practising these skills. This is part of our term 2 Government
sporting schools funding. He will return to teach grades 3-6 during PE on the 14th May before the Cobaw
inter-school football comp that some grade 5/6’s will be competing in.

National Simultaneous Storytime – Wed. 19 May at 11am
National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is an annual event that for 21 years has promoted literacy
with the aim of engaging children of all ages to enjoy books by creating a sense of excitement
around reading. Once a year for NSS, we all stop and read simultaneously at 11am in Australia
and 1pm in New Zealand. It is the book event of the year that stops two nations.
For the first time this year, not only will the official story for NSS be read by over 1 MILLION
kids across Australia and New Zealand but it will also be read by astronauts from the
International Space Station.
This very exciting
event will take place
in the library on
Wednesday 19th
May @ 11am for all St
Ambrose students to
enjoy.

2 May
3 May
4 May
6 May
7 May

Lachlan M
Alexandra M
George S
Chiara M
Angus T
Madeline D
William F

Student Awards. Congratulations to…..
P/1M
P/1M
P/1R
P/1R
P/1TA
P/1TA
2V
2V
3/4C
3/4C
3/4F
3/4F
3/4P
3/4P

Angus N for his very positive start to Term 2! Well done Angus!
Sebastian C for his excellent effort and focus in all areas of his learning.
Darcy S for sharing his sound knowledge with confidence.
Albert H for being a conscientious and enthusiastic class member.
Joseph O for being respectful, responsible, resilient and kind.
Augie L for making great choices in class and in the playground.
Joel W for showcasing engaging and detailed writing in literacy this week.
Emily B for ALWAYS being a responsible and respectful learner.
Isaac G for beeing respectful by always listening to others.
Alessio L for beeing a responsible learner and always applying yourself.
Hugo C for being respectful by listening while others are speaking.
Anouk R for taking extra special care with her colouring skills.
Owen V for being responsible for delivering messages to the office.
Chiara M for showing responsibility in her learning and being a role model to her
classmates!
5/6M
Saila H for her “have-a-go attitude” and always putting 100% effort into her class
work. Well done!
5/6M
Mason H for always being a “Super Support” for those around him.
5/6R
Lachlan P for sharing his learning with the class. Well done!
5/6R
Ben N for always being respectful towards his peers.
Art
Oscar D for helping others with their learning during art.
Art
Ethan C for concentrating on tasks and creating a fantastic work of art.
Sports Star of the Week Elke F for excellent dribbling and dodging.

WANTED: Helpers in and out of the art room during term 2
Would you like to assist in the art room? No artistic talent required.
Just enthusiasm!
Can you spare some time to assist in your child's class? Or maybe
cut out shapes, mount artwork and/or laminate? I would be grateful
for any assistance offered in, out, and around the art room.
With thanks
Clare Shannon.
Visual Arts Teacher
cshannon@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au

COVIDSafe practices at St Ambrose
Thank you for your co-operation to keep our
school free of COVID-19 virus. We are very
happy that you are able to come into the school
grounds. We still need to maintain social
distancing and
The latest information about COVID-19 and
schools is available on the Catholic Education
Melbourne website. If you would like information
from the Department of Health and Human
Services. You can also visit
dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus.

Wishing you all a happy weekend.
Kind regards,
Bronwyn Phillips
Principal

This Week’s Classroom Feature – 5/6M
This week is 5/6M!
Can you believe we are already at the end of week 2?
Religion
As our grade 5 students prepare for the sacrament of Eurcharist our grade 6 students will make
their sacrament of Confirmation by the end of this term. This week our focus was centred around
the Holy Spirit and the gifts which are given us to live like Jesus.
Literacy
We are currently reading and listening to ‘The Butterfly Lion’. Our focus this week was to ask
questions about the author and the characters. We also wrote a ‘letter home’ on the behalf of the
main character trying to persuade his mum to bring him home.
Persuasive writing is a major focus for this term for our seniors. We have looked at different
persuasive devices and how to best use them in our writing. We are currently writing persuasive
brochures to encourage people to take a holiday to a fabulous vacation destination.
Numeracy
Chance experiments and Probability is currently our focus during maths. Lots of games involving
cards, dice and spinners. Oh, and the odd game of rock, paper scissors or Macca’s Crackers just
to polish up on our problem solving skills.
Inquiry
Our inquiry concept this term is Innovation and our unit is ‘Puppets, Puppets, Puppets! Last week
we researched and learnt about different types of small puppets, we even designed and made
some. This week we investigated making marionettes and have started the design and making
process.
Can’t wait to see what our students produce…..it’s going to be so much fun!
Wishing everyone a wonderful, warm weekend.
Brenda
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