
NEWSLETTER NO.  3  TERM 2   

FRIDAY 7T H  MAY,  2021 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Tuesday 11 May 2021 NAPLAN testing – Grades 3 & 5 

Wednesday 12 May 2021 NAPLAN testing – Grades 3 & 5 

Canteen open 

Thursday 13 May 2021 NAPLAN testing – Grades 3 & 5 

Friday 14 May 2021 Canteen open 

National Walk Safely to School Day 

Wednesday 19 May 2021 National Simultaneous Storytime from Space – Library – 11-11.30am 

Eucharist Reflection Day – Grades 4 & 5 

Canteen open 

Friday 21 May 2021 Canteen open 

Saturday 22 May 2021 Eucharist Commitment Mass - 6pm 

Sunday 23 May 2021 Eucharist Commitment Mass - 11am 

Tuesday 25 May 2021 Cobaw Winter Sports – Grades 5 & 6 

Wednesday 26 May 2021 Canteen open 

Friday 28 May 2021 Canteen open 

Wednesday 2 June 2021 Canteen open 

Friday 4 June 2021 Canteen open 

Wednesday 9 June 2021 Canteen open 

Friday 11 June 2021 2022 enrolment applications close 

Canteen open 

Saturday 12 – Monday 14 June 2021 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

Monday 14 June 2021 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Wednesday 16 June 2021 Confirmation Reflection Day 

Canteen open 

Friday 18 June 2021 Canteen open 

Sunday 20 June 2021 Sacrament of Confirmation – 1-2pm /  3.30-4.30pm 

Wednesday 23 June 2021 Canteen open 

Thursday 24 June 2021 Ones in Onesies – 6pm 

Friday 25 June 2021 End of Term Mass/Liturgy (time TBC) 

No canteen 

Last day of Term 2 – dismissal 2.30pm 

Saturday 26 June 2021 - Sunday 11 July 2021 Term 2 School Holidays 

Please find the link to our school calendar here - school calendar 

 

We acknowledge the beautiful and unique country 

that with live on and with. We pay respect to the 

elders of the past and present. On this Mother’s 

day we offer our respect to our indigenous mothers 

both past and present and we give thanks for being 

able to raise our children in this great land. 

We thank those people who have taken care of the 

land in the past and those who take care of it now. 

We are all stewards of this magnificent country. 

 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/


Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends, 

This weekend we celebrate our mothers, grandmothers, families, 
carers and all those who play a mothering role in our lives.  
In gathering together on Tuesday we created a sacred space in which 

we honoured our mothers and all of those who are like mothers to us. 

We hope that you felt uplifted and nourished by the love, gratitude and 

support present and that you enjoyed the opportunity to socialise with 

each other. It truly was wonderful to meet with you and chat face to 

face. My heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributed to preparing for 

this special event. 

Throughout our liturgies we also sent this love and gratitude to all of 

our Mum’s and mother figures who have died.  Each mother’s day I 

light a candle to remember my Mum and the bond that we shared.  

At times motherhood can be challenging. We pray that our Mums gain 

strength during these times. We also pray for those Mums who are 

suffering and who are unable to be a mother to their children. Grant 

them peace and contentment. May their children receive the love and 

care that they deserve. 

We acknowledge that Mother’s day can be a difficult day for some, 

bringing up complex feelings and emotions. 

We are thinking of you too and pray for you:  

 Mothers who have lost children 

 Those who have lost mothers 

 Those who have strained relationships 

 Those who are unable to be mothers and those yearning to be 

mothers. 

May you all enjoy family time this weekend and are warmed by the joy of your children as they 
share with you their gifts and cards.  
 

School Captain’s  

Hi everyone,  
 

We hope that you enjoyed our Mother’s Day activities and that all 
of our Mum’s and 
mother figures get 
spoilt on Mother’s 
Day! 
 
From Fiachra and 
Georgia. 
 

Off to the soccer! 

 

 



2022 Enrolments 

We have had many new families visit our 

beautiful school and we have already 

received completed enrolment forms.  

For your information, 2022 enrolments close 

on 11 June 2021. If you have a sibling that 

you wish to start at St Ambrose in 2022 

please either collect an enrolment form from 

the office or it can be sent home with your 

child.  We will be offering places for 2022 in 

the first week of July. It is important that we 

know if you wish siblings to be enrolled so 

that we can allow places. If you know of 

anyone who may be interested in enrolling 

their child in 2022 encourage them to make 

contact ASAP as places are limited.  

PBL Update 

Our Positive behaviour for learning model 

supports us to teach our children how to 

behave and how to regulate their emotions. 

We are currently refining our reinforcement 

matrix as a means of giving affirmation for 

behaving respectfully, responsibly, resiliently 

and kindly. We will share this with you next 

week. It is great to observe our children 

prompting each other and congratulating 

each other when they have demonstrated 

positive behaviours. 

 

Child Safety at Drop off & Pick Up Times 

Our thanks to Geoff Martin and Mike Boudrie who are continuing their communication with council 
to urge some action to address our concerns for road safety at drop off and pick up times. 
 
Geoff and Mike have been back in touch with council to gain clarity on what action will be taken. 
Although some of you have already emailed council about this matter and most of you signed our 
petition last year you can send a follow up message to re-state your concerns, or email council 
directly if you haven’t already done so, it may support us in expediting the solutions aimed at child 
safety around St Ambrose. 
 
You can send your email to Cr Janet Pearce at Macedon Ranges Shire Council via 

jpearce@mrsc.vic.gov.au. 

We are hoping for some actions in the near future. 

 

 

mailto:jpearce@mrsc.vic.gov.au


Mother’s Day Celebrations 

Congratulations and thankyou to our Year Six students who 
showed great leadership and patience as they supported 
each class to shop at the Mother’s day stall and throughout 
our liturgies. They made this day even more special for our 
community. We also sincerely thank Anita who has 
organised our Mother’s Day stall for seven years now. Anita 
delighted our children with her costume! We appreciate the 
time and effort she put into making the stalls attractive and 
appropriately stocked. Your children enjoyed having this 
opportunity to buy something special for their mums. 

  

 



 

Mother’s Day Stall Raffle Winners 

1. Joseph E (5/6R) 

 

2. Walter G (P/1TA) 

 

3. Walter G (P/1TA) 

 

4. Ayden H (3/4C) 

 

5. Jessica F (P/1R) 

 

6. Tyler T (2V) 

 

7. Rose B (P/1R) 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



National Safely Walk to School Day Friday 14th May 

Now in its 22nd year, National Walk Safely to School Day (WSTSD) is an 
annual event when all Primary School children are encouraged to walk 
and commute safely to school. It is a Community Event seeking to 
promote Road Safety, Health, Public Transport and the Environment. 

The objectives of WSTSD are: 

 To encourage parents and carers to walk to school with primary 
school age children and reinforce safe pedestrian behaviour. 

 To promote the health benefits of walking and help create regular walking habits at an early 
age. 

 To ensure that children up to 10 years old hold an adult's hand when crossing the road. 
 To help children develop the vital road-crossing skills they will need as they become mature 

pedestrians. 
 To reduce the car dependency habits that are being created at an early age and which will 

be difficult to change as children become adults. 
 To promote the use of Public Transport. 
 To reduce the level of air pollution created by motor vehicles. 
 To reduce the level of traffic congestion. 

WSTSD is an opportunity for parents and carers of Primary School aged children to promote safe 

pedestrian behaviour. 

Parents and carers need to closely supervise their young children, particularly those under 10 

years of age, in all road environments, holding hands when near or crossing the road. 

WSTSD promotes and informs parents, carers and children of the significant physical, mental and 

social health benefits which can be achieved through regular walking. 

 We encourage our families who can to join in this community event by walking with your 
children from home or from any point in the town of your choice. It is a great opportunity to 
model walking safely around our roads. Your children may arrive at school from 8.30 as per 
usual. We will be giving out walk safely to school tattoos on this day. 

Parent’s & Friends Association (PFA): Expressions of Interest Meeting 

Now that we are able to meet onsite we are very keen to reform a Parent’s Association. A number 

of you have expressed that you would like to contribute in this way and I am sure there are others 

who are also interested. Joining the Parents and Friends committee helps keep communication 

open within the school community and facilitates the opportunity to develop many new friendships. 

In essence although there is a structure and protocols to follow, the PFA is an informal one, 
consisting of a group of friendly and down-to-earth mothers, fathers and carers. United we have 
one primary goal, and that is to actively help the school and our children. Our PFA should form an 
integral part of St Ambrose and its purpose important to further the enjoyment of every student’s 
schooling experience.  

You may ask, what does the PFA do, and why? Simply put, the PFA is responsible for creating a 
number of social and fundraising events throughout the school year. There are 3 fundamental 
reasons why PFA do what they do, and they are: –  

1. To enhance the school experience of each and every child at St Ambrose.  

As mentioned earlier, the PFA run many events throughout the year. Our events calendar has 
been built by imaginative parents committed to finding fun ways to engage our children and 



families. We are lucky that our children have been entertained by many events organised and 
made possible by PFA and we look forward to continuing this into the future. These events bring 
our community together, provide avenues for our families to enjoy, socialise and engage with their 
children and each other and create happy memories. 

2. To raise vital funds to improve the school grounds  

PFA is forever evolving, as parents of old move on, they make way for new parents to get 
involved. We hope that our new parents also become involved in the PFA so that we can continue 
to provide fun-filled events for our children and continue to create exciting school experiences for 
all. We are currently working towards starting the building of our interactive play area. 

Thank you to all our amazing parent helpers, of past and present, for all your hard work, 
dedication and commitment to our cause. Your contributions, whether small or large, have been 
greatly appreciated and have vastly improved the quality of our children's schooling experiences. 
No doubt many strong friendships have been forged along the way, many fun times have been 
had. Thank you to all!  

We welcome anyone in our school community to get involved. It’s such a great opportunity to meet 
new people, support one another and make a positive difference to our children’s school 
environment and experience. 

There are many opportunities and ways that parents can help. Even if it is only once a year, we 
really appreciate it. Staff and parents are all here to support one another, no matter how big or 
small the job.  

We aim to provide a platform for our greater school community to: 

 Invest and contribute to its own well-being 

 Actively participate in the life of the school and the education of their children 

 Provide opportunities for parents to get to know each other, and to be informed about their 
child’s school 

 Provide opportunities for all parents of students of the school to discuss issues concerned 
with the school, and to assist in the development of a shared parent view 

 To work in cooperation with the school council and the principal 

 To raise funds for the benefit of the school. 

For your further information I have outlined the roles and responsibilities for those who may like to 
take on a more formal role:  

 P&F Roles, Duties and Responsibilities 
The President leads the P&F Association. They: 

 Plan and chair meetings in consultation with the secretary and principal;  
 Ensure meetings run according to the agenda and the constitution  
 Ensure fair discussion - give all an opportunity to speak  
 Ensure activities are sanctioned by principal  
 Work with the treasurer to ensure financial accountability  
 Ensure decisions are carried out – follow up 
 Encouraging parents to get involved 
 helping parents feel welcomed at the school 

Some things to be aware of as president  
 Tune in to parents’ comments  



 Respond to comments  
 Meet as many parents as possible – welcome them 

individually to meetings  
 
VICE-PRESIDENT 
The Vice President will support the President by: 

 Chairing the meeting in his/her absence;  
 Sharing duties and responsibilities as agreed e.g. being 

responsible for coordinating the activities of sub-
committees.  

 Being supportive and attending meetings.  
 Playing a constructive role – not just an understudy  

 
SECRETARY  
Duties and Responsibilities 

 Prepare the agenda in consultation with the president and 
principal 

 Notify members of meetings (date, time, venue) 
 Keep records 
 Receive and manage the correspondence  
 Obtain reports from sub-committees 
 Write up the minutes 
 Understand the constitution 
 Guide and advise the president.  
 After the meeting, minutes should be written up and actions taken on any decisions  
 Write letters in accordance with the instructions of the meeting or the President;  
 Prepare minutes for school newsletter;  
 Confirm attendance of Executive and other appropriate people;  
 Clear the mail regularly and keep the President informed on all issues;  
 Ensure a close communication and cooperation between the parent Association, office staff, 

school staff and parents;  
 Maintain a collaborative approach. 

 
TREASURER  
The Treasurer monitors and reports on the finances of the P&F.  

  

Duties and Responsibilities 

 Reports all income and expenses to the P&F 
 Works closely with Karen in the office, to communicate invoices, 

banking and reporting 

 
SUB-COMMITTEES 
A Sub-committee can save time and ease the workload of the regular P&F meetings by dealing 

with particular projects and reporting back to the PFA meeting.  Sub-committees must be set up by 

the decision of a P&F meeting and their task should be clearly defined in writing as part of the 

minutes of that meeting. 

 Meet with your sub-committee colleagues and focus on the task 
 Be prepared to report to PFA meetings;  
 Attend meetings regularly;  
 Send apologies if unable to attend;  
 Be cooperative at all times;  
 Responsibility for what has been agreed should be shared by  

all group members.  
 Attend to business of particular sub-committee to obtain outcome  
 Ensure Terms of Reference for committee is adhered to  



 

We encourage you to attend our information meeting on Thursday July 15th at 7.00pm if you are 
interested in being part of our PFA. An Operoo will be sent out in two weeks about this meeting. 

St Ambrose Carnival 

Given the current climate we are looking at having our next school carnival in 2023. We are 
unsure if we will be able to go ahead with one next year and given the amount of time, expense 
and people power needed to organise this event we don’t want to risk having to cancel it again. 
We will however plan alternative events for our children 
to enjoy and look forward to having the carnival when 
we can.  

School Assembly  

We have been enjoying our student led assemblies 
each fortnight beneath the autumn splendour of our 
lovely deciduous trees. You are welcome to attend 
these assemblies if we can have them outdoors. Our 
next assembly is on Monday May 10th at 3.00pm and 
you may attend onsite if the weather is fine. 

Establishing a School Advisory Council (School Board) 

School Advisory Councils will play a crucial role in the governance framework of MACS therefore, 
by the end of 2021, every MACS school in the Archdiocese will have a functioning council. I know 
that St. Ambrose has had a School Advisory Council in the past and in the coming weeks I will 
share, via this newsletter, further information about the role of the SAC for your consideration. I will 
be calling for expressions of interest in due course following the information forums run by MACS 
about School Advisory Councils. Watch this space! 
 
The following information has been shared in our Working Together in Mission document from 
MACS. 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 



Canteen 

A big thank you to Danielle P, Anita R, Ellen V, 

Katie D and all of those that have volunteered 

to help throughout the term.  Please check the 

roster that has been emailed to you and let 

Justine know asap if you cannot attend. 

Our children are really enjoying their canteen 

lunches. Canteen will operate on Wednesdays 

and Fridays for lunch only.   

Orders can be placed online through CDFpay – 

https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au 

Japanese food options will need to be 

ordered by 2.30pm the day prior (ie. Tuesday and Thursday).  The cut off for all other orders 

is 8.30am on Wednesday and Friday mornings. 

Lunch orders will be delivered directly to your 

child’s classroom.   

Preparation for Puberty 

We are in the process of booking preparation for 

puberty sessions for our Year 5 & 6 students. We 

have met with a health nurse who facilitates these 

developmentally appropriate and informative 

sessions. For your information, Ballarat Community 

Health has developed a video for an introduction 

into puberty for parents. You can access this via 

the following link. I will share further information 

about this program when I have it. 

https://vimeo.com/442933646 

Closure Dates 

Please note in your calendars the three remaining school closure dates for this year. They are: 

Thursday August 5th and Friday August 6th in term 3: Staff professional development/retreat. 

Monday November 1st: Report Writing Day 

Please note that Tuesday December 14th is the students’ last day of 
classes. They will however need to come in for 40 minutes for their 
numeracy assessment on either Wednesday December 15th or 
Thursday December 16th. Year 6 students finish on December 14th. 

Grandparents Day : Save the Date!  

Please let our grandparents know to save this date: 28th July when we 
will really enjoy hosting them in our school. Details will be shared 
closer to the day. 

https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/
https://vimeo.com/442933646


Teaching Position in P/1M 

We have advertised for a dynamic teacher to continue 
Emma’s good work in Prep-One M to begin in term 
three. We will allow time for our new teacher to do a 
thorough handover with Emma before the end of the 
term and to meet your delightful children.  

(Beebot tinkering in P/1M pictured on the left) 

Naplan 

The NAPLAN assessment window starts on Tuesday 
May 11th and finishes on Thursday May 13th. We 
approach NAPLAN calmly and in a supportive manner 

with our students. Your children will benefit from plenty of rest and good nutrition. Some children 
will take these days in their stride while others may feel tired and irritable. Understanding and 
encouragement from all of us will give them assurance. 

 

Masterplan 

We have had the engineers onsite this week assessing the roof structure. You can view the plans 

in the office windows at school or access them via the link. We welcome your feedback and 

suggestions.  

A digital copy of the presentation and plans can be found through 

here: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/6dvylgaue2z68bi/AAD21MV2yQOU0hg1PvLtFVApa?dl=0.  

To view, please copy the link into your browser.  

Included in these plans is: 

 2 additional classrooms. 

 a STEAM room equipped with cooking facilities  

and a user friendly art space. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/6dvylgaue2z68bi/AAD21MV2yQOU0hg1PvLtFVApa?dl=0


 a multi-purpose area. 

 flexible learning spaces. 

 an outdoor classroom accessed also from the current  

performing arts space. 

 further toilets and toilets accessible from outside. 

 a refurbished office area, staffroom and entry. 

 ramps. 

 resurfaced courts & a running track. 

 new carpet and painting. 

 an extended performing arts room and outdoor 

classroom. 

We are in the process of costing each stage and hope to advertise for tender by October with the 

view to begin in 2022. The project should be finished by the end of next year.  

Parents as Helpers  

We are delighted that we can welcome parent helpers back into our school. If you have completed 

your training session and have a current working with children check you may begin assisting in 

the classroom or at school events. Please make contact with your children’s teachers to let them 

know when you are ready to start. 

Cross Country Success  

Last Tuesday 25 May 2021, Mrs Cavric and Joanna took 12 students from grades 3-6 to compete 

in the division cross country event at Bendigo. They all did a fantastic job and 8 of those 12 

students qualified in the top 12 to make it to the Loddon Mallee regional cross country at St 

Arnaud on Tuesday 1st June. 

Great effort everyone. 

 

Congratulations to Bruno, Oscar D, Mason F, Tilly, Oscar L, Justin, Fiachra and Lucy. 

Big thanks to Laura F for assisting as Marshall on course all day to be our district helper. 
 

    



Our Specialists at Work 

 

Students in the Community 

We congratulate Mason L, Zara C and Lucy K who have all 
received official offers to join the basketball Victoria Academy 
development program. See further details below from Simon 
Liebelt. Lucy also secured an impressive fifth place in her cross 
country run on Wednesday.  

On Saturday March 27th & Sunday March 28th, Basketball 
Victoria had an open skills day for all athletes in the state of 
Victoria in the U14 age group to attend & learn new skills, this 
was 10 different satellite locations & over 1000 athletes 
attended these skills days across the weekend. The skills day is 

a 6 hours training session with high level coaching & attached to this process is a seplection element which is to 
identify young talent that could push further into higher levels of basketball. 
  
On Thursday 1st of April, we received some outstanding news that athletes Zara C, Lucy K & Mason L had all received 
official offers to join the Basketball Victoria Academy development program which would be held in Bendigo or 
Kyneton over an 18 week period. 
  
The program is 20+ contact hours with 
elite BV coaches & what will be an 
intensive training program, added to this 
20+ hours is 2 full (6 – 8 hours ) day 
camps & the opportunity to attend the 
GOLD NUGGET selection camp in 
September / October, this is where the 
next state teams are selected to play 
other states at the Country Cup or 
Southern Cross Challenge. 
  
Zara & Mason are currently attending the 
Bendigo sessions which run on Thursday 
mornings 6.30am to 8.00am, while Lucy is 
attending the Kyneton sessions which is 
Saturday mornings 10.00am to 12.00pm. 
 All 3 athletes are doing extremely well & 
have a bright future ahead of them within 
the sport. 
 



  

 



National Simultaneous Storytime – Wed. 19 

May at 11am 

National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is an annual 

event that for 21 years has promoted literacy with the 

aim of engaging children of all ages to enjoy books by 

creating a sense of excitement around reading.  Once 

a year for NSS, we all stop and read simultaneously at 

11am in Australia and 1pm in New Zealand.  It is the 

book event of the year that stops two nations. 

For the first time this year, not only will the official story 
for NSS be read by over 1 MILLION kids across 
Australia and New Zealand but it will also be read by 

astronauts from the International Space Station. 
 
This very exciting event will take place in the library 
on Wednesday 19th May @ 11am for all St 
Ambrose students to enjoy. 
 

 

  

WANTED: Helpers in and out of the art room during term 2 

Would you like to assist in the art room? No artistic talent required. Just 
enthusiasm! 
 
Can you spare some 
time to assist in your 
child's class? Or 

maybe cut out shapes, mount artwork and/or 
laminate?  I would be grateful for any 
assistance offered in, out, and around the art 
room. 
With thanks 
Clare Shannon. 
Visual Arts Teacher 
cshannon@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au 

 

11 May – Will B 

mailto:cshannon@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


COVIDSafe practices at St Ambrose 
Thank you for your co-operation to keep our 

school free of COVID-19 virus. We are very 

happy that you are able to come into the school 

grounds. We still need to maintain social 

distancing and  

The latest information about COVID-19 and 

schools is available on the Catholic Education 

Melbourne website. If you would like information 

from the Department of Health and Human 

Services. You can also visit 

dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus. 

 
Wishing you all a happy weekend.   

 
Kind regards,  
 
Bronwyn Phillips 

Principal 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus


 This Week’s Classroom Feature – P-1R/D 

 

Reading in P/1R 

 
Reading is an enjoyable way to start our day. At the beginning of each week students are introduced to a 
rich text which is read throughout the week during our reading sessions. We use these rich texts to model 
reading strategies and provide opportunities for the students to practice and develop their reading and 
comprehension skills.  
 
On the first day we focus on making predictions about the text and reading for enjoyment. The students 
begin to develop their understanding of texts through prediction, discussion, posing questions, drawing, 
craft and dramatisation.  
 
Our stories come alive when the students pretend to be characters from the text. Last week we read, The 
Hungry Monster by Joy Cowley, which the students really enjoyed. The students had a great time acting 
out this story and using different expression and sound effects! They also made paper bag monsters which 
they used to retell the story.  
 
The students learn about texts through a variety of activities. We identify and develop letter and sound 
knowledge. We investigate words, rhyme and sentence structure. The students are given opportunities to 
build their comprehension skills through ie. drawing, sequencing, retelling, cloze activities and making 
connections to themselves and our world. 
 
These photos show a Year 1 student sequencing sentence strips to retell the story and a Prep student 
ordering a jumbled sentence about the story.  
 
These photos also show some Prep students focusing on word work. By changing the initial sound of a 
word, they were able to add a new letter to make a new word.  

 

 

 
 

   

  



 



  

 



 

The Eucharist Family Conversation 
The Eucharist Family Conversation brought more than 40 families together in preparation for First 
Holy Communion. Nelson Graham, our Northern Region Religious Education Consultant invited 
students to consider why First Holy Communion could be 'The Best Day of My Life' and 
challenged them to take up the invitation to live as one Body of Christ working together in Mission. 
Families explored the Road to Emmaus story from new perspectives and the invitation to 
experience the warmth and comfort of sharing a meal with the Lord, just as we do with our 
families. 
 
Finally, Nelson shared his 'Butter Chicken for the Journey' recipe, which according to the La 
Forgia Family is both family-friendly and absolutely delicious.  
 
Thank you to all of the families and staff who attended the family conversation, for your feedback 
and support of your child's faith journey. 
 
 
 
  

  



COMMUNITY NEWS 

 



 

 


