
NEWSLETTER NO.  4  TERM 2  FRIDAY 14T H  MAY,  2021

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide 
Excellence in Learning 

Wednesday 19 May 2021 National Simultaneous Storytime from Space – Library – 11-11.30am 

Eucharist Reflection Day – Grades 4 & 5 

Canteen open 

Friday 21 May 2021 Canteen open 

Saturday 22 May 2021 Eucharist Commitment Mass - 6pm 

Sunday 23 May 2021 Eucharist Commitment Mass - 11am 

Tuesday 25 May 2021 Cobaw Winter Sports – Grades 5 & 6 

Wednesday 26 May 2021 Year 3-4 Excursion to Bendigo Discovery Centre 

Canteen open 

Friday 28 May 2021 Canteen open 

Monday 31 May 2021 Grades Prep-1 excursion to Legoland 

Grade 2 Parent Teacher Interviews 

Tuesday 1 June 2021 Grades Prep-1 Parent Teacher Interviews 

Wednesday 2 June 2021 Grades 3-4 Parent-Teacher Interviews 

Canteen open 

Thursday 3 June 2021 Grade 5-6 Parent-Teacher Interviews 

Friday 4 June 2021 Canteen open 

Wednesday 9 June 2021 Canteen open 

Friday 11 June 2021 2022 enrolment applications close 

Canteen open 

Saturday 12 – Monday 14 June 2021 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

Monday 14 June 2021 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 15 June 2021 Sacred Heart College Junior Masterchef 

Wednesday 16 June 2021 Confirmation Reflection Day 

Canteen open 

Friday 18 June 2021 Canteen open 

Sunday 20 June 2021 Sacrament of Confirmation – 1-2pm /  3.30-4.30pm 

Monday 21 June Whole school Incursion, ‘Brilliant at Being Resilient’. 9.00 am 

Wednesday 23 June 2021 Canteen open 

Thursday 24 June 2021 Ones in Onesies – 6pm 

Friday 25 June 2021 End of Term Mass/Liturgy (time TBC) 

No canteen 

Last day of Term 2 – dismissal 2.30pm 

Saturday 26 June 2021 - Sunday 11 July 2021 Term 2 School Holidays 

Please find the link to our school calendar here - school calendar 

 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land the Dja Dja Wurrung people on which we work and live, and 

recognise their continuing connection to land, water and community. We pay respect to Elders past, present and 

emerging. 

 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/


Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends, 

 

Our children have enjoyed learning and playing in our beautiful 
surrounds on these sublime or otherwise chilly autumn days. Their 
grins couldn’t be wider as they appreciate the changing of the 
seasons amongst the fallen leaves!   

In line with our School Improvement objectives, we have had a 
strong focus on personalised learning that promotes critical 
thinking, reasoning, and problem-solving. Our school strives for 
active engagement and achievement across the school. It is our 
hope that overall your children find their learning an energising 
experience and one where they feel a sense of satisfaction when 
they have made progress.  

We are currently developing our STEAM work which increases 
science, numeracy and arts literacy. Your children’s inquiry topic of 
innovation will give broad scope for them to develop as innovators 
and hopefully discover more about their giftedness. It is our aim that 
through their learning opportunities, children build the self-
confidence they require to both embrace challenges and 
experience success.  

As a learning community, we also tap into children’s natural 
curiosity and motivation to learn and create opportunities for deep 
and rich learning experiences through a process of purposeful, 
project-based, and open-ended experiences where the children 
learn through creating, and collaboration.  

We are a community of learners who embraces the MACS vision in 
the Horizons of Hope framework where we:  

 honour the sacred dignity of each person. 
 embrace difference and diversity. 
 build a culture of learning together. 
 honour equitable access and opportunity for all. 
 search for truth. 
 engage with the deep questions of life. 
 commit to achieving the best in ourselves. 
 make a difference in the world. 
 

As we move into the colder months of the year we continue to 
strive to work together in partnership with you, fostering respect 
for all and enabling authentic opportunities for holistic learning in a 
challenging, positive and caring environment. You will receive an 
Operoo message next week inviting you to book a time slot to meet 
with teachers to check in on your children’s progress.  We are very 
pleased to have these valuable conversations face to face this year!  

  

 

 

  



School Improvement: Focus teaching at St Ambrose 

I have previously communicated that our school’s focus 

is on whole school approaches to learning and teaching 

and student behaviour management that are 

consistently implemented, evidence-based, data-driven 

and evaluated for impact. Specific areas for 

improvement include differentiated teaching, student 

voice and agency, collaboration and co-construction, 

feedback and teacher goal-setting. After a whole class 

tune in focus, a powerful way that we differentiate 

learning is to work with our children in small teaching 

groups where the lesson is targeted from point of need. 

Our ongoing and various forms of assessment keep 

teachers & students informed about where they are at 

and where they need to go next in their learning. It is 

pleasing to note the level of engagement as I move 

around the school as depicted in the following pictures.  

Indeed our staff are dedicated to planning explicitly and 

creatively to inspire and guide their students. 

 



     



  

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



NAPLAN 

We congratulate our year 3 & year 5 students for approaching their NAPLAN assessments with a growth 
mindset and for exercising dispositions like perseverance when they felt challenged.  Whilst there remains 
to be varied arguments both for and against NAPLAN testing we are still mandated to conduct these 
assessments. We support our children to approach their NAPLAN with a positive outlook and with a view to 
do their best all while keeping the perspective that it is a small and one of many ways of checking in with 
their progress. We promote a culture of achievement here at St Ambrose and use testing data to map 
growth and guide us in our practice.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Captains 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Positive Behaviour Learning (PBL) 
 
In class you may have been learning about the new behaviour program. This includes beeing 
respectful, responsible, resilient and kind. We think this is a great initiative to help take our 
learning further and to help ourselves and others to grow. You might have a display of bees and 
these positive behaviours on your wall in the classroom, and could have even helped put them 
together with your peers. It’s good to see that most people are applying these qualities in the 
classroom and on the yard. We’re very happy that it’s working and hope to see more of this 
fantastic behaviour. 
 
By Fiachra and Georgia 
 
   



IPCAR Covid-Safe Audit  

This week a Covid-Safe audit was conducted at our school by 
DH’s Infection Prevention Control Advice and Response (IPCAR) 
team – which was formerly called the Infection Prevention and 
Control Outreach Nursing team. Our reviewer examined: 

• evidence of the implementation of our Covid-Safe Plan.  

• identification of good practices and/ or effective 
implementation. 

• identification of improvement opportunities to assist in 
preventing and reducing infections. 

The visiting nurse reviewed six domains which included: 

• hygiene  

• cleaning  

• physical distancing  

• record keeping 

• preparing for a suspected or confirmed COVID-19 worker 

• communication 

 

It was reassuring to receive positive feedback in terms of our Covid 

Safe practises. It was also timely to remind us all that we do need 

to remain vigilant to minimise the risks of Covid 19 to spread into 

our community. Thank you for your ongoing understanding and co-

operation. 

The latest information about Covid-19 and schools is 

available on the Catholic Education Melbourne 

website. If you would like information from the 

Department of Health and Human Services. You can 

also visit dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus. 

Victorian Government Contact Tracing 

System. 

Our visitor and student sign in system “Passtab” has 

been approved and is now connected to the Victorian 

Government Contact Tracing System. 

In a Covid-19 emergency, the relevant visitation data from our school will be able to be accessed. 
  

This means that the required information of location, visitor's name, phone number and time of 
visit collected by Passtab, is available to the Victorian Government if our school is nominated as a 
Covid-19 hot spot. 
 

We have added a privacy statement to your account so your visitors understand that their 
visitation records may be sent to the Victorian Government. 
 

Here's hoping we never have to use it!   
 
We are also mandated to give students’ names and contact details when we visit off-site venues.  
You will notice this added to excursion permissions. 

https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus


2022 Enrolments  

2022 enrolments close on 11 June 2021. If you have a sibling 

that you wish to start at St Ambrose in 2022 please either 

collect an enrolment form from the office or it can be sent 

home with your child.  We will be offering places for 2022 in 

the first week of July. It is important that we know if you wish 

siblings to be enrolled so that we can allow places. If you know 

of anyone who may be interested in enrolling their child in 

2022 encourage them to make contact ASAP as places are 

limited.  

 

PBL Update 

Our Positive behaviour for learning model supports us to teach 

our children how to behave and how to regulate their 

emotions. We are currently refining our reinforcement matrix as a means of giving affirmation for 

behaving respectfully, responsibly, resiliently and kindly. Your children will soon be receiving 

affirmation tickets when they are observed demonstrating our positive behaviours. The senior 

school students are in the process of designing these tickets which further engages them in this 

process and enables them to have their say. 

 

Year Two Zoo Visit  

 



I saw wild dogs with brown and black spots all over. These animals are called 
hyenas, they come from Africa. Next door there were enormous female lions. They 
raced out the gates and crunched on the meat. All the bones crunched into pieces. 
Then I went on the safari bus and we saw rhinos.  

 
Edward R 
 
On Tuesday it was terrible weather. Our class and 2V were going to the Werribee 
Zoo. First we went on the bus. I think it was 1 hour. When we got there, we split up 
into small groups with one teacher. Then we set off to explore the zoo. First wwe 
saw the gorillas. At the gorillas we saw ducks swimming in a lake with dark reeds in 
it. After we saw some animals we went on a safari bus and we saw giraffes, zebras, emus, antelope. Then 
we got off the bus and explored some more.  

 
Anabelle W 

 
Despite the bad weather we went to the zoo. The 
year 2s were super excited to get on the fast bus 
and headed on to Werribee Zoo. Next up was 
splitting into our groups. We went to see animals 
around the zoo. I had the bes time EVER! We 
got to see rhinos, giraffes, hippos, lions, 
cheetahs, vervet monkeys, gorillas and 
meerkats. My favourite animal was the girl lions. 
They were just let out for food. The ranger was 

walking around asking some questions and I answered mine correctly! When we finished exploring, I went 
into a real enclosure and got to see baby wallabies and explore their habitat!!. We also learnt to be habitat 
heroes. It was really cool and exciting. I saw snake skins and ostrich and emu eggs and animal poo. The 
animal poo was disgusting. We then left the habitat for the safari bus. I saw a giraffe do the splits! I had the 
best time over there. Werribee Zoo was really cool.  

 
Asher J 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

               

 

 

 

  



 

 



Parents/Family as Helpers  

 

 

 

 

 

Indeed our school is 

humming with activity and our children are gaining 

further satisfaction and benefit from the support of our 

parent and family helpers. Our teachers have 

communicated with you by inviting you to let them know 

when you are available and how you would like to 

assist. We are delighted to have you back onsite 

engaging with the children and supporting their learning 

or other areas in the school like the canteen. 

National Safely Walk to School Day Friday 14th May 

I was delighted to greet our walkers this morning as they arrived with 

family and friends after walking to school from different points in our 

beautiful town. We support this initiative and encourage families to walk , 

ride or scoot to and from school anytime that you can. Your children 

have brought home a tattoo to commemorate this day. Well done 

everyone! 

The objectives of WSTSD were: 

 To encourage parents and carers to walk to school with primary school 
age children and reinforce safe pedestrian behaviour. 
 To promote the health benefits of walking and help create regular 
walking habits at an early age. 
 To ensure that children up to 10 years old hold an adult's hand when 
crossing the road. 
 To help children develop the vital road-crossing skills they will need as 
they become mature pedestrians. 
 To reduce the car dependency habits that are being created at an early 
age and which will be difficult to change as children become adults. 
 To promote the use of Public Transport. 
 To reduce the level of air pollution created by motor vehicles. 
 To reduce the level of traffic congestion. 

Now in its 22nd year, the campaign also encourages improved diets, positive environmental 
action, better use of public transport with reduced car-dependency and the vitally important road 
safety message: "Until they are 10, children must always hold the hand of an adult when crossing 
the road". 

  



Parent’s & Friend’s Association (PFA): Expressions of Interest Meeting 

Now that we are able to meet onsite we are very keen to reform a Parent’s Association. A number 

of you have expressed that you would like to contribute in this way and I am sure there are others 

who are also interested. Joining the Parents and Friends committee helps keep communication 

open within the school community and facilitates the opportunity to develop many new friendships. 

In essence although there is a structure and protocols to follow, (see last week’s newsletter for 
role descriptions) the PFA is an informal one, consisting of a group of friendly and down-to-earth 
mothers, fathers and carers. United we have one primary goal, and that is to actively help the 
school and our children. Our PFA should form an integral part of St Ambrose and its purpose 
important to further the enjoyment of every student’s schooling experience.  

We encourage you to attend our information meeting on Thursday July 15th at 7.00pm if you are 
interested in being part of our PFA. An Operoo will be sent out in two weeks about this meeting. 

School Improvement Numeracy Update 

Our numeracy leader Barb Ryan has been spending time 
in the classrooms on Fridays working with our students 
and supporting teachers in teaching numeracy. The 
children have used our recently purchased materials to 
problem solve and reinforce their learning. The juniors are 
very proud of their number snakes. The prep children 
worked on number facts of ten and the Year 1&2 students 
completed number patterns. Barb will be supporting the 
senior classes in the coming weeks on a Wednesday 
during their Numeracy lessons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assembly  

We have been enjoying our student led 
assemblies each fortnight. Due to the weather 
this week’s assembly was held online. You are 
welcome to attend these assemblies if we can 
have them outdoors. Our next assembly is on 
Monday May 24th at 3.00pm in the hall. If 
density laws allow you may join us. 

Establishing a School Advisory 
Council (School Board) 

The following information has been shared in 
our Working Together in Mission document 
from MACS. 
 

 

Preparation for Puberty  

We are in the process of booking preparation for puberty sessions for our Year 5 & 6 students. We have 

met with a health nurse who facilitates these developmentally appropriate and informative sessions. For 

your information, Ballarat Community Health has developed a video for an introduction into puberty for 

parents. You can access this via the following link. I will share further information about this program when I 

have it. 

https://vimeo.com/442933646 

https://vimeo.com/442933646


Sacrament of Eucharist 

We pray for all those in our community preparing for the 
sacrament of Eucharist.  
“From the Eucharist comes strength to live the Christian life and 
zeal to share that life with others.” (Pope John Paul) Note the 
dates in your calendars and read further information in our Faith 
Space later in this newsletter.  
Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will 
give you rest. Matt 11:28 

Closure Dates  

Please note in your calendars the three remaining school 
closure dates for this year. They are: 

Thursday August 5th and Friday August 6th in term 3: Staff 
professional development/retreat. 

Monday November 1st: Report Writing Day 

Please note that Tuesday December 14th is the students’ last 
day of classes. They will however need to come in for 40 
minutes for their numeracy assessment on either Wednesday 
December 15th or Thursday December 16th. Year 6 students 
finish on December 14th. 

Grandparents Day: Save the Date!  

Please let our grandparents know to save this date: 28th July when we will really enjoy hosting 
them in our school. Details will be shared closer to the day. 

Teaching Position in P/1M  

We have advertised for a dynamic teacher to continue Emma’s good work in Prep-One M to begin 
in term three. We will allow time for our new teacher to do a thorough handover with Emma before 
the end of the term and to meet your delightful children.  

AFL Skills Sessions in Senior Sport 

Today in Middle/senior PE we has Issy from 
AFL Victoria do an AFL skills coaching 
session. Unfortunately the weather forced us 
to train indoors but kids still had fun with the 
footballs and games.  

Masterplan 

Our architects will be meeting with the staff 

next week to go through our plans. These have been updated following community feedback. You 

may view the latest  

We are in the process of costing each stage and hope to advertise for tender by October with the 

view to begin in 2022. The project should be finished by the end of next year.  

 



Child Safety at Drop off & Pick Up Times 

Our thanks to Geoff Martin and Mike Boudrie who are continuing their communication with council 
to urge some action to address our concerns for road safety at drop off and pick up times. 
 
Geoff and Mike have been back in touch with council to gain clarity on what action will be taken. 
Although some of you have already emailed council about this matter and most of you signed our 
petition last year you can send a follow up message to re-state your concerns, or email council 
directly if you haven’t already done so, it may support us in expediting the solutions aimed at child 
safety around St Ambrose. 
 
You can send your email to Cr Janet Pearce at Macedon Ranges Shire Council via 

jpearce@mrsc.vic.gov.au. 

We are hoping for some actions in the near future. 

National Simultaneous Storytime – Wed. 19 May at 
11am 

On Wednesday we will take part in the National Simultaneous 

Storytime (NSS) which is an annual event that for 21 years has 

promoted literacy with the aim of engaging children of all ages to 

enjoy books by creating a sense of excitement around 

reading.  Once a year for NSS, we all stop and read simultaneously 

at 11am in Australia and 1pm in New Zealand.  It is the book event 

of the year that stops two nations. We are looking forward to having 

this further opportunity to enjoy our books. 

Sacred Heart College Open Evening 

SHC in Kyneton are hosting a fun and informative evening for 

students and parents with lots of hands on activities and 

opportunities to learn more about the SHC experience. Your children 

have brought home postcards detailing this event. 

Masterchef  

SHC have invited two year 4 students and 2 year 5 students 
to participate in their annual Junior Masterchef Initiative. 
Those eligible and interested in taking part can apply by 
writing a letter to their teacher outlining why they should be 
selected. We will then shortlist the students who will be 
invited to cook something as part of the selection process. 

 

Student Awards – Congratulations to…… 
 

P/1M Deon S for his outstanding effort when working on his apple tree addition mat. Well 

done. 

P/1M Ruby Z W for her positive disposition towards her learning and for seeking and 

applying feedback. 

P/1R James B for being a responsible and respectful class member. 

P/1R Iona T for recording and hearing sounds with increased confidence. 

P/1TA Hunter S for showing effort in learning his letters and sounds. 

P/1TA Jacob W for working responsibly in reading groups.  Well done! 

mailto:jpearce@mrsc.vic.gov.au


2O Cosette D for always demonstrating respect in our classroom.  Thank you! 

2O Elsie A for using her descriptive writing skills to make her Inquiry work so interesting.  I 

enjoyed reading it!  Well done. 

2O Max N for applying his fabulous descriptive writing skills to his Inquiry task.  Fabulous 

work! 

2V Evie M for creating interesting and descriptive sentences during writing sessions. 

2V Riley W for showing great resilience whilst working on handwriting. 

3/4C John P for working hard and perservering in the Time unit. 

3/4C Catherine (Kitty) R for writing a detailed and engaging recount. 

3/4F Hamish F for helping out in the classroom with technical assistance.  

3/4F Ileana C for always giving 100% towards her learning!  Well done! 

3/4P Matthew M for being a respectful class member. 

3/4P Pippa A for always being a responsible and respectful learner. 

5/6M Hattie B for always showing kindness to others in and outside the classroom. 

5/6M Max S for always showing kindness to others. 

5/6R Asha D-T for always putting her best effort in. 

 

Layla S for the great job she did on the Mother’s Day Liturgy in 3/4F. 

Rachael F for the great job she did on the Mother’s Day Liturgy in 3/4F. 

 

Sports Star of the Week – Zoey T for a great attitude and nature at inter-school sports. 

Sports Star of the Week – Aidan W for excellent teamwork and sportsmanship in 

competitive games! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing you all a happy weekend.   

 

 

 
 

 
Kind regards,  
 
Bronwyn Phillips 

Principal 

 

 

  

11 May     Will B 

15 May     Jacob W 

18 May     Evie M 

19 May     Arthur H 



  Grade 3/4 Ukelele Project 
During music this term, all students in Grade Three and Four have been learning to play the 

Ukelele. They are making incredible progress so far with many students already mastering 

basic chords, strumming patterns and even some songs!  A few students are so excited 

about the instrument, that they have been asking where they can purchase a ukulele to use 

at home.  They are widely available, however Justin from Allegro Music (our school supplier) 

has a couple of options if you are interested in purchasing directly from them.  

We are looking forward to expanding our repertoire and showcasing our ukulele progress in 

the coming months. 

The Mahalo Student Uke is $39.00 https://tinyurl.com/yfcyjkoh  

Makala (better quality) Uke is $59.00 https://tinyurl.com/yherh9m2  

Eucharist Reflection / ‘STEM’ Day for Senior Grades   
On Wednesday 19th May, all our Grade Four and Five Students will participate in a First 

Eucharist Reflection Day.   Designed to deepen their understanding of the Sacrament and 

invite them to reflect on their own faith journey, the day will be led by our Sacramental 

Leader, Eloise Meyer, together with Brenda McDonald and Andrew Caminiti.  These students 

may wear casual clothes on this day.  An Operoo will provide further detail. 

Meanwhile, our Grade 3 and Grade 6 students will participate in a vertically grouped STEM 

(science, technology, engineering and mathematics) day.  The student will be able to combine 

their creativity, problem solving and critical analysis skills throughout activities led by Amanda 

Ramshaw, Marg Flett and Micheal Portelli.  

Production rehearsals will begin for senior students during lunchtimes from next week.  Students 

are given instruction around vocal technique during these rehearsals in addition to other 

performance skills.  Whilst we love encouragement from parents, at senior level, our students 

are often driven by a passion and desire to improve and perform well and a sense of collective 

responsibility to the performance group.  Please let Eloise Meyer know if you have any 

concerns, however, don’t be surprised if your child wants to surprise you by not performing in 

front of you at home! 

We will be looking for parent helpers to create props, set and costumes plus any 

choreographers, singers and theatre minded people.  Please keep an eye out for the Operoo to 

come home shortly as Moana Jr comes to life.   

https://tinyurl.com/yfcyjkoh
https://tinyurl.com/yherh9m2


Japanese News 

Last week on a Wednesday morning I was on an 
eye brake with Janene in the Japanese room. I 
was looking at some of the words stuck to the wall, 
and remembered that morning at home when I 
was getting ready for school and how I had to 
clean out my bag. As I got some paper from the 
scrap paper pile in my classroom, I remembered 
the items I had put back in my bag, and I decided 
that I would try harder at Japanese and so I gave 
this idea a try I was going to write all the stuff I put 
back in my bag in Japanese. It was quite a 
challenge for me as a visual impaired student. I 
struggled to write the words off the notes on the walls but soon I started to remember words that 
sensei had taught us. For example, ohayo (good morning) and konnichiwa (good afternoon), and 
soon I had made a small story of my morning. I looked at it admiringly and left it there for sensei. I 
have now made up my mind that I will continue learning the beautiful language of Japan and hope 
someday to visit.  
 

By Grace S (5/6M)  

Cobaw Soccer 

Last Friday 26 grade six students travelled to 

Dixon field in Gisborne to compete in the Cobaw 

district inter-school soccer competition. We had a 

boy’s and a girl’s team. Both teams very very 

competitive throughout the day against all other 

schools and the boys just missed out on playing 

the grand final. Both our teams finished a very 

respectable 3rd in the tournament. 

A big thank you to Adrian S for giving up his time 

to train the kids in the weeks prior to the 

competition. Also thank you to Kate K, Joanna, 

Tiahn, Ollie and Will for helping coach and 

organise the teams.  

  



This Week’s Classroom Feature – P/1M 

Literacy in P/1M this Week… 

 

We have had a great week in P/1M this week! 
 

Reading 

On Monday, we shared our new story, “The Three Little Pigs.” In groups, the students made 
character masks to use to reenact the story for comprehension later in the week.  

 

 

Using their masks from Monday, the students acted out the 
story in small groups. This activity not only targets 

comprehension but it also 
supports oral language 
development. 
 
 
 
 
 

               Focus Groups 

         Each week, the children  
      participate in guided reading  
   groups and other focus groups  
    to support their  development. 
 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

Sight Word Activity                                   Word Work                                 Writing Groups 

 
A snapshot of SMART Spelling  
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