
NEWSLETTER NO.  6  TERM 2  FRIDAY 28TH MAY,  2021

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence 
in Learning 

Monday 31 May 2021 Home Learning & Onsite Supervision 

Grade 2 Parent-Teacher Interviews (8.30-5.00pm) via Google meet 

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION Week May 26-June 3 

Tuesday 1 June 2021 Home Learning & Onsite Supervision 

Grades Prep-1 Parent-Teacher Interviews (8.30-5.00pm) via Google meet 

Wednesday 2 June 2021 Home Learning & Onsite Supervision 

Grades 3-4 Parent-Teacher Interviews (8.30-5.00pm) via Google meet 

Thursday 3 June 2021 Home Learning & Onsite Supervision 

Grades 5-6 Parent-Teacher Interviews (8.30-5.00pm) via Google meet 

                            Friday 4 June 2021 Students Return (At this stage) NO CANTEEN 

Monday 7 June 2021 Grade 3-4 Parent-Teacher Interviews (3.45-5.00pm) via Google meet 

Tuesday 8 June 2021 Grade 5-6 Parent-Teacher Interviews (12.30-5.00pm) via Google meet 

Wednesday 9 June 2021 Canteen open TBA 

Friday 11 June 2021 2022 enrolment applications close 

Canteen open TBA 

Saturday 12 – Monday 14 June 2021 Woodend Winter Arts Festival 

Monday 14 June 2021 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 15 June 2021 Sacred Heart College Junior Masterchef 

Wednesday 16 June 2021 Confirmation Reflection Day 

Canteen open 

Friday 18 June 2021 Canteen open 

Sunday 20 June 2021 Sacrament of Confirmation – 1-2pm /  3.30-4.30pm 

Monday 21 June Whole school Incursion, ‘Brilliant at Being Resilient’. 9.00 am 

Wednesday 23 June 2021 Canteen open 

Thursday 24 June 2021 Ones in Onesies – 6pm 

Friday 25 June 2021 End of Term Mass/Liturgy (time TBC) 

No canteen 

Last day of Term 2 – dismissal 2.30pm 

Saturday 26 June 2021 - Sunday 11 July 2021 Term 2 School Holidays 

Please find the link to our school calendar here - school calendar 

We acknowledge the Traditional 

Custodians of the land the Dja Dja 

Wurrung people on which we work 

and live, and recognise their 

continuing connection to land, water 

and community. We pay respect to 

Elders past, present and emerging. 

 

“Come Holy Spirit, send forth from heaven the rays of your 

light. Wash that which needs to be cleansed, water that 

which is dry and heal that which is wounded.” Amen 

 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/


Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends, 

 

We celebrated the significant feast of the Ascension last Sunday. Our 
children who are preparing to receive the sacrament of the Eucharist were 
also honoured at this service. Pentecost Sunday commemorates the descent 
of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles and other disciples following the Crucifixion, 
Resurrection, and Ascension of Jesus Christ and it marks the beginning of 
the Christian church's mission to the world. It was wonderful to participate in 
the Mass with families and parishioners where Fr. Martin spoke about the 
significance of Pentecost and about using our gifts for a good purpose in our 
world. 
 
Our year 4 & 5 students have been exercising their cooking talents and 
creative flair which is witnessed in the delicious delicacies they have shared 
with the staff this week. Those who love to cook were invited to submit their 
application for a place on our Junior MasterChef Team who will represent 
our school at the Sacred Heart College Junior Chef Cook Off. It will be 
difficult to select just four from the many impressive applicants. We will 
announce two year 4 and two year five 
students next week. 
 
As a school community and indeed as an 

entire state we are being called to draw 

upon our character strengths as we enter 

a 7 day circuit breaker lockdown. 

May we face this next challenge with 
hope in our hearts and gratitude for our 
blessings during these difficult and 
troubled times. 

As we continue to navigate each day the challenges that 
present I want to reassure you that we as your educators 
and school staff will do all that we can to support all of our 
families throughout this next home learning period. 
Please make contact with your children’s teachers, 
Debbie Geisler or me if you need to. Our intention is that 
you feel well informed, cared about and guided through 
this process. 

Let us pray that the flames of hope also remain 
aglow among those individuals, families, 
communities and nations across the world less 
fortunate than ourselves.  

Thank you for your supportive partnership. You 
may access the Home Learning Portal via the 
following link: 

https://sites.google.com/sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/stambrose-

learningfromhome/home 

 



National Reconciliation Week  

Wednesday May 26th was National Sorry Day which acknowledges the 

history and continued effect of the forced removal of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people. It precedes National Reconciliation 

Week from May 27-June 3 which celebrates Indigenous culture and 

aims to strengthen relationships.  National Reconciliation Week (NRW) 

is a time for learning, for sharing, and for celebrating the diversity of 

Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander Peoples' cultures, histories, achievements, and knowledge.  

This year's theme is More Than a 

Word: Reconciliation. Thirteen years ago PM Kevin 

Rudd delivered “We say Sorry”. May we all play our 

part in turning the hurt from the past into something 

positive for our community and for our future 

generations. National Reconciliation Week can remind 

us to focus on making a positive contribution however 

small to a journey towards healing and unity of all. 

 

 

 

New Teaching Appointment 

We are delighted to announce the appointment of Patrick Old as class teacher to our current P-1M 
students beginning in term three. 

 
Earlier this week, members of our leadership team had the 
privilege of interviewing those shortlisted to continue the great 
work of Emma McMahon in P-1 M. We had a strong field of 
applicants and are very happy to have Patrick joining our 
dynamic team in term 3. Many of you will have met Patrick who 
is Kate Old’s husband. He is currently teaching a Year One 
class at St Patrick's in Kilmore. All of Patrick's referees spoke 
very highly of him and he will be missed there just as we will 
miss Emma. Patrick will meet with Emma before the end of this 
term to ensure a thorough handover and we will organise a 
transition day where Patrick will meet his students and 
hopefully parents if allowed onsite. 
Patrick’s current principal wrote the following tribute: 
  

 

‘I thank Pat for the huge contribution he has made to St Pats as the Year 1 teacher, Year 6 
teacher and the Performing Arts teacher. Pat has always been quick to volunteer to help at events 
such as the school fete, various Masses and celebrations and with the school choir. 
On behalf of all the staff I congratulate Pat on his appointment and I know he will be greatly 
missed by all.’  

Michael Bourne Principal St. Patricks Kilmore. 

 

  



Cross Age Learning 

One of the very special aspects of our school community and culture is that our children often 
play, learn and interact across different ages. It warms our hearts when we observe the level of 
care and co-operation our children offer each other when they play together. Mixed-age interaction 
brings tremendous developmental benefits. It allows creative ways to help children nurture their 
skillset and maximise their potential all while they have some fun. 

Some of the ways multi-age interactions can benefit our children are: 

 it builds understanding, patience and empathy. 

 it nurtures early childhood learning and leadership. 

 it is mutually supportive. 

 it establishes a sense of uniqueness.  

 it supports children to be cooperative rather than 
competitive.  

 it grows confidence in children. 

 it allows new ways to develop and grow. 

 

Covid 19 Update 

Today is our first day of a seven-day lockdown with only five essential reasons to leave home. 

These reasons are work or education, caregiving, food and supplies, exercise for two hours and to 
go and get vaccinated. These coronavirus restrictions for Victoria apply from 11.59pm on 
Thursday until 11.59pm on Thursday, June 3 in response to the latest outbreak. We will keep you 
updated as we get further information.  

Your children’s teachers have also shared the link to our Home Learning Portal and have made 

contact with you this afternoon with details about how they will offer and support learning from 

home.  

Prep-One Excursion to Lego World 

We know how much our Prep-one students were looking forward to their 

excursion to Lego World. We will reschedule this event and let you know 

when we have an alternate date.  

 



 

Multi-Sensory Structured Language 

This year we have introduced MSL as a Tier 2 and 3 Intervention program for students with 

Dyslexia and other reading challenges. MSL stands for Multisensory Structured Language. It 

follows the principles of The Science of Reading, which is a body of research which has identified 

how we learn to read, the causes of reading difficulties, how to prevent them and the most 

effective way to teach reading. 

In MSL lessons we use teaching strategies that are explicit, structured and sequential. We use two 

or more of the senses, auditory (hearing), visual (seeing) and kinaesthetic (movement) to form 

stronger neural pathways in the brain. 

Children participating in MSL lessons undertake 3 x1 hour sessions a week. Each lesson covers 

phonemic awareness, phonics, handwriting, spelling, dictation, comprehension, vocabulary 

extension and oral reading, using decodable texts. 

We currently have children from Year 1-6 taking part in these lessons.  Our data tell us all of them 

have made remarkable progress in their understanding of reading and spelling rules and patterns. 

It is wonderful to witness their high engagement in the lessons and to watch them develop their 

skills and confidence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garden Club: Help Needed! 

Our gardeners have been very 

busy preparing the beds for 

replanting and sowing seeds. 

Meagan will continue garden club 

every second Wednesday through 

the winter months if she can get 

enough helpers. Please email 

Meagan on findmeagsstewart@gmail.com    

if you can assist. 

mailto:findmeagsstewart@gmail.com


Fun in the Sun! 

Our teachers were delighted to observe our children 

enjoying the sunshine earlier this week and 

experimenting with shadows! Many interesting shapes 

and creatures were created which provoked rich 

dialogue and sparked the imaginations of our precious 

children! Perhaps they will write some stories about 

them! 

School Improvement:  

As we plan for and work with our students it is our aim 
to continue to develop a whole-school approach to 
Learning and Teaching. Our goals are that student 
outcomes reflect differentiated teaching practices and 
that teachers are using data effectively to design and 
evaluate teaching. 

 
Amari and Alice from P-1RD were very proud of their story writing following their focussed 

teaching writing session. Mrs. Macca is pictured working closely with some of her students in a 

explicit focus teaching lesson. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews – These will go ahead 

as planned online. 

These meetings are scheduled next week. We will go ahead 

as planned per your Operoo bookings however you will 

now meet online instead of face to face. Your children’s 

teachers will send you online invites. Please note that our 

children will continue their school programs independent of 

the teachers on your scheduled interview days. 



Parent-Teacher Interviews are an opportunity to meet 

your students' parents and a great way to promote 

communication between school and home. They enable 

both the teacher and the parents to work together toward 

their student's learning and social wellbeing. You may 

like to consider the following points to have a 

conversation with your child before meeting with their 

teacher. 

 What is your teacher going to say about your work?  

 What will the teacher say about you? 

 What do you think you do really well? 

 What do you need to focus on? 

 Do you want me to ask the teacher any specific 
questions? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reports 

You will receive your children’s reports on June 21st 

following our parent-teacher discussions. This year we are 

trialling having our parent-teacher conversations before 

we send out your children’s reports. We highly value these 

meetings and encourage you to make a time to discuss 

your child’s progress with their teacher. These discussions 

will give context to the information about your child’s 

learning in the report. The parent-teacher interview also 

gives further insight into your child’s progress, successes 

and challenges. 

Preparation for Puberty  

Parents of Year 5 & 6 students have received an Operoo with details about our Preparation for 

Puberty Program. We have postponed these sessions and will reschedule them in the near future 

as soon as we are able. 

 

Child Safety at Drop off & Pick up Times 

Geoff and Mike are continuing to voice our collective concerns about the 

congestion along Templeton Street as well as crossing over Urquhart St 

during peak times.  I have also passed on to council your comments. If you 

feel strongly it would be helpful if you communicated your concerns directly 

with Janet Pearce on jpearce@mrsc.vic.gov.au.  This will strengthen our 

voice and we hope prompt action.  

  

mailto:jpearce@mrsc.vic.gov.au


Urquhart St Drop Off 

It is great that many of you are dropping off and picking up 

your children from Urquhart St. Indeed this assists in reducing 

the congestion in Templeton Street during peak times. We ask 

that you use the gates next to the Church in this picture as 

entry and exit points. We considered opening the gate onto the 

senior playground however as winter approaches the ground 

will be wet and we also like to keep this gate closed to define 

the boundaries clearly and add security for our younger 

students playing outside during these times.  

 

 

Moana Rehearsals are Underway 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children are having much fun preparing for this year’s Production. It is wonderful to hear the 
learning spaces filled with music and the sound of our students singing voices. Our show promises 
to be one to delight and entertain! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge  

We will take part in the premier’s reading challenge this year which is detailed in Jennifer’s 
following letter: 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and St Ambrose Woodend is excited to 

be participating. A new application is being used this year that offers a range of exciting features 

including: 

● access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs) 
● a modern user-friendly interface 
● rewarding  students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved 
● the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a 

book review 
 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the 

importance of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for 

children to read a set number of books by 17th September 2021. 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents 

and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the 

Victorian Premier and former Premiers. 

At St Ambrose the teachers in Grade Prep to Grade 2 are going to read the books with the children and 

record them for each child in their grade so, all Junior children will experience the books and receive a 

certificate. 

If children from Grade 3 to 6 would like to participate they 

are encouraged to register themselves and register the 

books they have read  on the Premiers Reading Challenge 

website. 

For more information about the Victorian Premiers’ 

Reading Challenge, visit: 

www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

Kind regards 

Jennifer Boldiston 

Literacy Leader 

 

 

 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


Care Works Winter Food Appeal  

Social Justice Team member Lucy Killick has proposed that our 

school donate soup for a local course.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOANA Art Making 

 
We need CLEAN recycled materials for art please. The 
types of garbage that pollutes our waterways and oceans.  
 
*plastic milk bottle tops 
*plastic bread fasteners 
*jar lids 
*soft plastics from inside biscuit packs 
*small plastic bottles 
*bubble wrap and plastic packaging wrap 
*foam packaging 
 
If you can collect them at home and we will let you know 
when to bring them to school. 

 

2022 Enrolments  

 

2022 enrolments close on 11 June 2021. If you have a 

sibling that you wish to start at St Ambrose in 2022 please 

either collect an enrolment form from the office or it can be 

sent home with your child.  We will be offering places for 

2022 in the first week of July. It is important that we know if 

you wish siblings to be enrolled so that we can allow 

places. If you know of anyone who may be interested in 

enrolling their child in 2022 encourage them to make 

contact ASAP as places are limited.  



 

 

 

Masterplan 

I will share the updated masterplan next week. Thank you for your feedback. All views are valued 

and assist us in ensuring we get the best value and result for our children now and into the future. 

We are approaching the process of costing each stage and hope to advertise for tender by 

October with the view to begin in 2022. The project should be finished by the end of next year. 

  

28 May Georgia J 

30 May Pip A 

  Rachael F 

2 June  Sascha H 

3 June  Neve E-S 

  Xavier M 



Assembly  

We have been enjoying our student led assemblies each fortnight. Our next assembly is on 
Monday June 21st at 3.00pm in the hall. 

Closure Dates  

Please note in your calendars the three 
remaining school closure dates for this 
year. They are: 

Thursday August 5th and Friday August 
6th in term 3: Staff professional 
development/retreat. 

Monday November 1st: Report Writing 
Day 

Please note that Tuesday December 14th 
is the students’ last day of classes. They 
will however need to come in for 40 minutes for their numeracy assessment on either Wednesday 
December 15th or Thursday December 16th. Year 6 students finish on December 14th. 

Our Students in the Community: 

Congratulations Riley! 

Talented footballer Riley Coundon in 5-6M is 

competing for selection in the final stage of School 

Sports Victoria school boy’s football to represent 

Victoria in primary school age boy’s football. All the 

best Riley! 

 
 
 

 

 

Take care everyone, we are thinking of you and hope 
to see your smiling faces back on campus soon! 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Bronwyn Phillips 

Principal 
 

 

 

  



This Week’s Classroom Feature 

 

  



  



Year 3-4 Excursion 

The Bendigo Discovery Centre 

 

Wednesday the 26th of May, I believe, was the best day of my life!  We were going to the 

Bendigo Discovery Centre. After we had packed all of the snacks and lunches, we lined up and 

off we went to the bus.  
 

When we had seated and all the commotion had stopped, off we went for an hour’s bus trip 

to Bendigo Discovery Centre. 
 

After the hour-long trip we finally arrived at Bendigo Discovery Centre, we had a chat with 

David and a little play and exploration of the centre.  We were picked up by Angela [she was 

very kind] she took us into the planetarium to study the GALAXY!  
 

After that, we visited the jaw dropping vertical slide! Some of us were brave enough to go 

down it!  . 
 

Then it was snack time. We finished off by experimenting with the wind tunnels to see what 

could hover inside it. It was such fun. 
 

After having lunch And a play just a couple of minutes down the Road at Lake Weeroona  we 

caught the bus back to school, just in time to go HOmE! 

 

Student - 3/4P 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  



Discovery Day Excursion . 

I came to school as excited as ever to go to Bendigo Discovery Centre. We got in a minibus and 

drove to the centre. When we got there we lined up with the other 3/4 classes and entered.  In a 

room a man called David told us when we did the things. 

The first thing we did was do all the activities there except for the wind tunnels, auditorium and the 

vertical slide. Then we went to the workshop, and used the wind tunnels we had to make things 

that would stay in the middle of the tunnel. I was in a group with my friends Spencer and Mary. 

After that we had recess. Next we went to the auditorium and learnt about the blood moon and 

solar eclipse that would happen on Wednesday night. We got to see all the planets! After that we 

did the vertical slide! I was fourth in line but first to go down because everyone in front of me 

chickened out! I looked down the 7 metre tall slide put my hands on the bar sat on the seat, 

hopped off the seat and let go of the bar. I was falling so quickly and then slid along the bottom, it 

was awesome! After that we got to have a bit more of a play and then we went to Lake Weeroona 

to have lunch. 

After lunch we played on the playground and went back to the minibus. I sat next to Hayden. 

When we got back to school we gave feedback about the 

Discovery Centre and went home. It was the best day ever!   

By Nicholas 3/4F                                                     

 

We stepped into the huge Centre with a massive  
Sculpture of an Ant. We went into a room where two people 
waited for us to all come in. We had all the 3/4 classes there. 
Then David, who was one of the two staff members, told us where we would be going. 
 
Firstly we went to the planetarium where we met Angela, we saw huge planets and stars and we 
learned how amazing the new Mars rover named Curiosity is. 
 
Afterwards we went to the Giant Slide. The size of it was massive,  my heart was racing just 
looking at it. We got our overalls on and started to climb the steps, my heart was going faster than 
a race car as I hanged over the edge, then I dropped, I could feel the air rushing through my hair 
as I fell! 
 
Our last activity were the wind tunnel experiments where we designed and made things to hover in 
the wind tunnels. 
 
We went to have lunch at the park and played tag too. Finally we 
went back to school on the bus and got ready for home time. 
We had lots of fun on our excursion to the Discovery Centre.  
 
Student – 3/4P 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  



COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 


