
NEWSLETTER NO.  8  WEEK 9  TERM 2  FRIDAY 18T H  JUNE ,  2021 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in 
Learning 

Sunday 20 June 2021 Sacrament of Confirmation – 1-2pm /  3.30-4.30pm 

Wednesday 23 June 2021 Canteen closed 

Thursday 24 June 2021 Ones in Onesies - postponed 

Friday 25 June 2021 End of Term Liturgy 

Canteen closed 

Last day of Term 2 – dismissal 2.30pm 

Saturday 26 June 2021 - Sunday 11 July 2021 Term 2 School Holidays 

Please find the link to our school calendar here - school calendar 

 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the land the Dja Dja Wurrung people on 

which we work and live, and recognise their continuing connection to land, water and 

community. We pay respect to Elders past, present and emerging. 

Lord, No one is a stranger to you and no one is 

ever far from your loving care. In your kindness watch over refugees 

and asylum seekers, those separated from their loved ones, those who 

are lost, and those who have been exiled from their homes. Bring them 

safely to the place where they long to be, and help us always to show 

your kindness to strangers and those in need. Amen 

 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/


Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,  

 

I hope that you have enjoyed a calmer week after our recent storm. 

Thanks to the brilliant work of Ms Shannon and our students, our main 

hallway has been brought to life with the stunning mural pictured 

above. Students across the school have contributed and used a variety 

of skills including pastel-blending, directive-drawing, 3D construction 

and painting skills. Ms Shannon and her son Mac arranged the work 

over the weekend which has required help from our super parents who 

assisted with cutting, laminating and mounting our children’s designs! 

Clare will also be adding the junior school work when it is finished. As 

you know our patron St. Ambrose is also the patron saint of bees. We are using the bee as a 

symbol for our positive behaviour for learning work. Whilst looking over the intricacies of the 

display I began to think more about bees and what we can learn from them. 

The greatest contribution of bees and other pollinators is the pollination of nearly three quarters 

of the plants that produce 90% of the world's food. A third of the world's food production depends 

on bees, so our every third spoonful of food depends on pollination! 

Bees are constantly in communication. That includes sharing where food resources are. When 

they find nectar sources, they go back into the colony and do a dance called a waggle dance 

which is one more way the bees work as a group. Bees have their part to play in biodiversity, 

wildlife habitats as well as wild plant growth as well. 

The following list of bee habits are also constructive habits for 

humans as well! 

Bees: 

 use teamwork: Honeybees are known as nature's ultimate 
team-players.  

 do good, for goodness' sake: When honeybees pollinate 
flowers, they don't do it with the reward in mind.  

 are efficient.   

 live within their means.   

 evolve.  

 model a strong work ethic.  

 communicate well. 

 

Your children’s bee work will be on display for some 
time which will allow opportunity for you to come 
onsite and enjoy it once restrictions are eased. 
Congratulations to Ms Shannon and to all of our fine 
artists, your children, for this outstanding work! 

 

 

 

 

 



Refugee Week 2021 Theme: Unity 

In 2021, we are called to help build a more 
cohesive community during Refugee Week 
and onwards. Whether donating to a 
community, or tuning in to an online event to 
hear from people all over the world, we can 
call for the spirit of unity as we recover from 
the isolation we have experienced in 2020. 

The Refugee Week theme: 

 raises awareness of the issues 
affecting refugees. The theme aims to 
highlight aspects of the refugee 
experience and help the broader community to understand what it is like to be a refugee. 

 helps to make Refugee Week a national celebration. The theme provides a focal point for 
events across Australia, uniting separate activities into a single nationwide celebration. 

 promotes harmony and togetherness. The theme unites individuals, communities and 
organisations from many different backgrounds behind a common cause. The common 
theme is a reminder that, regardless of our differences, we all share a common humanity. 

 broadens the impact of Refugee Week. The theme provides a common, cohesive message 
which can be promoted across the country, helping to maximise the effectiveness of 
awareness-raising activities. 

 

“Stronger. Safer. Healthier. Happier. Together.” Refugee Council of Australia. 

 

 

Confirmation Reflection Day: 

 

This week the following students took part in 

a reflection day as part of their 

preparation to receive the sacrament of confirmation. 

We pray for: 

Archer, Aidan, Arabella, Benjamin, Arwen, Cait, 
Benjamin, Danielle, Bronte, Harriet, Chloe, Joseph, 
Daniel, Laura, Fiachra, Layla, Fynn, Lola, Georgia, 
Matilda, Hayden, Montana, Heidi, Olivia, Jasmine, 
Rachael, Kaidon, Riley J, Luke, Sarah, Patrick,  
William, Riley, Zoey, Safara & Zara 
who will make this final sacrament of initiation into 

the Catholic Church on Sunday. We are looking  

forward to celebrating with them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Social Justice Team Food Drive  
: 

Your Donations are Needed! 

 

As advertised in the newsletter over the past few 

weeks, the Social Justice team are running a winter 

food drive appeal for the CareWorks Food Bank.  We 

are asking for donations of tins of soup to help those 

struggling to buy food over the winter 

months.  Please can you bring your donations into 

the office by next Wednesday so we can send these 

onto the Food Bank.  Many thanks. 

 

School Improvement:  Multi-Sensory Structured Language 
 

One way we improve our practice is to 

observe our colleagues teaching in an 

area they have mastered. I was 

delighted to observe Mrs. Alison Raco 

deliver an MSL lesson with our Year 

Five students on Wednesday morning. 

Alison exercised the MSL teaching 

strategies which are explicit, structured 

and sequential. She also enabled the 

students to use their senses, auditory 

(hearing), visual (seeing) and 

kinaesthetic (movement) throughout the 

lesson which assists them form stronger 

neural pathways in the brain.  

Using the sound cards, Alison was 

quickly able to identify what our students did know and what they were not as confident with. She 

then focussed the lesson towards teaching the unknown phonemes. Alison has kindly offered to 

model an MSL lesson for teachers who haven’t done specific training in MSL. 

This year we have introduced MSL as a Tier 2 and 3 Intervention program for students with 

Dyslexia and other reading challenges. MSL stands for Multisensory Structured Language. It 

follows the principles of The Science of Reading, which is a body of research which has identified 

how we learn to read, the causes of reading difficulties, how to prevent them and the most 

effective way to teach reading. 

Children participating in MSL lessons undertake 3 x1 hour 

sessions a week. Each lesson covers phonemic awareness, 

phonics, handwriting, spelling, dictation, comprehension, 

vocabulary extension and oral reading, using decodable 

texts.  

We are working towards all of our teachers completing 

training in the science of reading approach in order to 

effectively embed MSL within the way we support our 

students from their point of need in the classroom. 



 

 

 

 

 

Teaching Your Children to be Smart about Social Media  

As your children approach their teen years they will use some form of social media and be likely to 

have a profile on a social networking site. My preference was to delay this as much as possible 

but to be ready when the time came. 

There are plenty of good things about social media however there are also many risks and things 

your children should avoid. They don't always make good choices when they post something to a 

site, and this can lead to problems. 

So it's important to talk with your children about how to use social media wisely. 

Social media can help young people: 

 stay connected with 

friends and family. 

 volunteer or get 

involved with a 

campaign or charity. 

 enhance their 

creativity by sharing 

ideas, music, and art. 

 meet and interact with 

others who share 

similar interests. 



 communicate with fellow students. 

The flipside is that social media can be a hub for things like cyberbullying and questionable 

activities. Without meaning to, young people can share more online than they should. 

Most teens:  

 post photos of themselves online or use their real names on their profiles. 

 reveal their birthdates and interests. 

 post their school name and the town where they live. 

This can make them easy targets for online predators and others who might mean them harm. 

In Kid’s Health magazine recently it was reported that many teens say they have: 

 been contacted online by someone they didn't know in a way that made them feel scared or 

uncomfortable. 

 received online advertising that was inappropriate for their age. 

 lied about their age to get access to websites. 

Other than problems like cyberbullying and online predators, young people can face the possibility 

of a physical encounter with the wrong person. Many newer apps automatically reveal the poster's 

location when they're used. This can tell anyone exactly where to find the person using the app. 

Photos, videos, and comments made online usually can't be taken back once they're posted. Even 

when you think something has been deleted, it can be impossible to completely erase it from the 

internet. 

Posting an inappropriate photo can damage a reputation and cause problems years later — such 

as when a potential employer or college admissions officer does a background check. And 

sending a mean-spirited text, even as a joke, can be very hurtful to someone else and even taken 

as a threat. 

Spending too much time on social media can also cause 

anxiety too. Seeing how many "friends" others have and the 

pictures of them having fun can make kids feel bad about 

themselves or like they don't measure up to their peers. 

It's important to be aware of what your children do online 

however be careful not to alienate them and damage the 

trust you've built together. “The key is to stay involved in a 

way that makes your kids understand that you respect their 

privacy but want to make sure they're safe.” (Elana Pearl) 

https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/cyberbullying.html


Tell them that it's important to: 

 Be nice: Mean behaviour is not OK. 

Make it clear that you expect them to 

treat others with respect, and to 

never post hurtful or embarrassing 

messages. Ask them to always tell 

you about any harassing or bullying 

messages that others post. 

 Think twice before hitting 

"enter." Remind them that what they post can be used against them. For example, letting the 

world know that you're off on holiday or posting your home address poses security risks. Teens 

also should avoid posting specific locations of parties or events, as well as phone numbers. 

 Follow the "WWGS?" (What Would Grandma Say?) Rule: Teach kids not to share anything on 

social media that they wouldn't want their teachers, future bosses and yes, grandma to see. 

 Use privacy settings: Privacy settings are important. Go through them together to make sure 

they understand each one. Also, explain that passwords are there to protect them against things 

like identity theft. They should never share them with anyone, even a boyfriend, girlfriend, or best 

friend. 

 Don't "friend" strangers. "If you don't know them, don't friend them." This is a plain, simple and 

safe rule of thumb. 

Make a Contract  

Here at St Ambrose your children enter into a contract in which they agree to responsible and 

respectful online behaviour. Consider making a "social media agreement" with your child at home; 

a real contract they can sign. In it, they agree to protect their own privacy, consider their 

reputation, and not give out personal information. They could also promise not to use technology 

to hurt anyone else through bullying or gossip. 

In turn, you could agree to respect their privacy while making an effort to be part of the social 

media world. This means you can "friend" and observe them, but don't post embarrassing 

comments. 



You can also keep your child grounded in the 

real world by putting limits on media use. 

Keep computers in public areas in the house, 

avoid laptops and smartphones in bedrooms, 

and set some rules on the use of technology 

(such as no devices at the dinner table). 

Remember: Setting a good example through 

your own virtual behaviour can go a long way 

toward helping your children use social media 

safely.  

QR Codes: Please Scan in if Entering our Building 

The use of Service Victoria QR codes for electronic record keeping is now mandatory in all 
schools to enable the effective contact tracing of any COVID-19 cases.  
 
QR code check ins are required to be used by:  
• all visitors on school site (including contractors, MACS and other external staff and building 

and maintenance staff)  
• all parents who enter school buildings when on school site.  
 
QR code check ins are not required to be used by:  
• staff  
• students  
• parents who come onto school grounds for drop off or pick up, but do not 

enter buildings. 
 
Schools can permit parents to enter buildings on-site for student pick up and drop off providing you 
check in via the QR code. Any contractors or parent helpers will also need to sign in via Passtab. 

Canteen  

With the recent power failures we have had to discard the contents of our 
freezers and fridges. Our canteen volunteers had just made the next batches 
of lasagnes, cookies and muffins which we have unfortunately had to 
relinquish. We are waiting to hear when we are allowed to re-open the 
canteen. It won’t be before week two of next term. We will let you know when 
we know.  

Thank you for your patience and THANKYOU to our canteen helpers. 

School Uniform  

A few years ago the school went through a consultative process to change the school uniform. 

The students and families have welcomed the new uniform and overall feel that it is smart and 

comfortable. A few years on and it is time to review and see if we can make it suit our children’s 

needs and the climate even more effectively. I have listened to feedback from parents and 

students and have now experienced the cold in Woodend! Moving forward it seems the following 

items will compliment what the children can wear and offer further options for added warmth and 

comfort. 



Several items have been ordered from our new supplier to put to the community which I hope will 

offer additional comfortable yet smart options for our students. These include: 

1. A soft shell vest (like our current one but without sleeves). 
2. A good quality polar fleece top that looks smart. It would also work well with our sports uniform. 

(enclosed with a short upper zip. Non pill). 
3. A navy coat lined and waterproof...also very smart and comfortable. 
4. Less bulky tracksuit trousers (Some children would like leggings. The slim fit track pant would 

be warm and smart). 
5. Polo shirts long and short-sleeved good quality non pill. 

When the sample items arrive I will photograph and 
include them in the newsletter as well as have them 
available for you to see in the office. We will then do a 
parent survey via Operoo to gauge if our families want 
to include the additional items as options. We want our 
children to look smart and to also be comfortable. Some 
like wearing the woollen jumper while others don’t. 
Some children and parents are saying the soft shell 
jacket is too bulky to wear in the classroom. The vest 
could add extra warmth under the soft shell and also 
allow those who like their arms more free in the 
classroom to be more comfortable. For those who are 
not comfortable in the jumper or soft shell jacket, a high 
quality polar fleece could be an option. These options 
are suggestions only. A decision will be made following your feedback in the survey.  

Socks 
 
All children are expected to wear the full school 
uniform. This includes sock style and colour. In the 
winter, children should all be wearing navy socks or 
stockings. Brand name socks and black socks are not 
part of the school uniform and should not be worn to 
school. We are phasing out white socks to keep the 
sock choice more simple. White socks may still be 
worn in the summer and on sports days. However 
from 2022 all sock wear and stockings should be 
navy. 

Slippers 

We recommend that children have firm soled slippers to change 
into when they come inside throughout these wetter months. This 
means that they are not sitting with wet footwear on. OH&S 
mandates us to ensure children have footwear on inside. Firm 
soled slippers could be a comfortable option for your children. 

Lost Property 

If your child is missing clothing, please get them to check the lost 
property basket which is full! Mark all uniform items clearly to 
ensure lost items are returned to their owner. Thank you. 



Welcome Patrick Old  

Mr Old spent time in Prep-One M on Tuesday and thoroughly enjoyed this 
opportunity to meet his new class.  Patrick is also coming back next 
Thursday to plan with the junior team. You will have an opportunity to meet 
Patrick who is very much looking forward to working with your children next 
term. 

 

Pictured below are our students at work collaborating and creating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 June Cooper B 

22 June Chloe Q 

24 June Ethan C 



Child Safety at Drop off & Pick up Times: We need your voice!  

Thank you to those of you who have already emailed our council to strengthen our 
voice and prompt action for signage and a crossing near our school. For those who 
would still like to email, it would be helpful if you communicated the following 
message directly to the following email:  

mrsc@mrsc.vic.gov.au 

To whom it may concern, 
I write to voice my concerns regarding the safety of our children when travelling to and from school 
due to the congestion along Templeton Street at the front of St Ambrose Parish School as well as 
when crossing over Urquhart St during peak times. I urge council to address this problem by 
putting in signage and a crossing to make the area safe for our children and families.  

Social Justice Team: Send it to Milingimbi Drive 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TP0vrOWjH2e6unL631gsZ1FPIyanIzuk/view?usp=sharing  

The Social Justice Team will be rolling out our Send it to Milingimbi Drive collecting clothing and 

items to send to Milingimbi School in the Northern Territory.  

Victorian Premiers Reading Challenge  

We will take part in the premier’s reading challenge this year as 
detailed in our two previous newsletters. With the cold weather 
setting in and school holidays approaching your children could 
use the opportunity to read! 

 
 

 

 
 

Gymnastics coach in PE 
 

Yesterday in our physical education sessions for Grade Prep to 
Two, we had Maree from the Goldfields Gymnastic club come out 
to teach us some gymnastic skills. We learnt some stretches, body movements, handstand basics, 
cartwheel practice and split manoeuvres.  

  

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TP0vrOWjH2e6unL631gsZ1FPIyanIzuk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TP0vrOWjH2e6unL631gsZ1FPIyanIzuk/view?usp=sharing


Closure Dates  

Please note in your calendars the three remaining school closure dates for this year. They are: 

Thursday August 5th and Friday August 6th in term 3: Staff 
professional development/retreat. 

Monday November 1st: Report Writing Day 

Please note that Tuesday 
December 14th is the 
students’ last day of 
classes. They will however 
need to come in for 40 
minutes for their numeracy 
assessment on either 
Wednesday December 
15th or Thursday 
December 16th. Year 6 
students finish on 
December 14th.  

 

Masterplan 

We are approaching the process of costing each stage and hope to advertise for tender by 

October with the view to begin in 2022. The project should be finished by the end of next year. We 

are very much looking forward to progressing our building project and thank you for your feedback. 

See the latest draft of the masterplan on the following page.  Enjoy a happy and relaxed weekend. 

 
Kind regards,  
 
 
Bronwyn Phillips 

Principal 
 

 

 

 

  



  



This Week’s Classroom Feature: Visual Arts. Ms Clare Shannon 

It has been a busy semester in art this year so far. Our whole school focus has been on 

fundamental drawing skills. We use these basic skills, that require much practice, as a basis for all 

other art making. In years 5/6 and 3/4 students collected autumn leaves and used these to 

practice blind contour drawing, observational drawing as well as coloured water-colour pencil 

drawing. After completion and mounting of artworks students were asked to critique their own 

artworks. This allowed time for self-reflection of skills, techniques and the learning involved in the 

whole process. I think the results speak for themselves! 

   

      

 

Year 2 students focussed on Aboriginal-style art making. They also used leaves as their theme. 

Students painted paper using primary colours to blend and mix secondary colours, cut out gum 

leaf shapes, drew aboriginal-style symbols onto these leaves and added dots using paint. They 

composed their artworks on black backgrounds and reflected on their artworks and skills. Many of 

these artworks are on display in the main-school hallway to help to celebrate aboriginal 

reconciliation week. 



   

Prep and 1/2 students focussed on abstract aboriginal-style art and the animals that appear in 

stories from the dreamtime. They designed their artworks using pencil and textas and then 

extended their skills using paint. They finished their artworks using metallic pencils and coloured 

crayons. Mixed media requires a multitude of skills and patience that results in fabulous and 

creative works of art!  

   

A very special Bee Mural is on its way to the main hallway. Students across the school have 

contributed and used a variety of skills including pastel-blending, directive-drawing, 3D 

construction and painting skills. Here’s a sneak peak of some of the works that have required help 

from some fabulous parental assistance with cutting, laminating and mounting skills! 



Looking forward to seeing it all come together VERY soon! Watch This Space!  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOANA Art Making 

ART MATERIALS FOR PRODUCTION PLEASE 
 
Pop them in the box marked RECYCLED ART DONATIONS near the staff room entrance. 
Recycled and Repurposed Materials are our focus for the art, props, and backdrops for the 
production this year. 
This week we need: 

 Inner rolls from paper towels and wrap containers. 
 Clean soft plastics. The ones that end up in the ocean! 
 Clean plastic lids. A variety of sizes. 
 Bread ties and elastic bands. 



People of Prayer (POP) 

We have been thinking about 

ways we can become People 

of Prayer (POP) when the idea 

POPPED into our heads.  

Maybe we could POP a little 

prayer into our everyday lives? 

 

Each week we will share a new 

way to POP prayer into your 

daily life that we have tried, and 

think will help us all to become 

People of Prayer.  Look out for 

a new POP each week and 

please send any thoughts, 

photos or ideas to Mrs Meyer 

so that she can pass them onto 

us.  

 

This week’s POP is the ‘Hands 

Down’ Prayer Before Meals.   

 

From Luke, Heidi & Archer 

St Ambrose Liturgy Leaders 

2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SEND IT TO MILINGIMBI!  
 

This year, the 2021 Social Justice Team is organising an ongoing relationship with Milingimbi school in 

East Arnhem Land, one of the most remote places in the Northern Territory.  
 

Our first action of this partnership will be to have a drive of clothes and new toiletries to send up to the 

school. We are doing this because in Milingimbi parents struggle to get their kids to school. Part of this 

reason is that the children don't have clean clothes, underwear or toiletries.  
 

We need everyone's help! Please check your wardrobes and ‘floordrobes’ and SEND IT TO MILINGIMBI! 

 

These items include…… 

 

CLOTHES 

Short sleeve shirts 

T-shirts 

Shorts 

Skirts 

Summer dresses 

Fancy Dresses 

Baby clothes 

New socks and underwear 

Footy and sports clothing,  

particularly AFL gear. 

 

 

BEAUTY PRODUCTS 

(All new) 
Nail polish 

Hairbrushes 

Hair ties 

Small shower products 

Lip gloss 

Roll-on deodorant 

Toiletry Bags 

 

 

 

These items will be sent to Milingimbi school to create a beauty bar for 

kids when they come into school and provide them with new clothes  

to make them feel more confident.  

 

If you have any of these items please place them in the box at the  

office, or students can drop them into their classroom tubs. 

 

Kind regards, 

Social Justice Team 2021 

  

THANKS FOR THE BASKETBALL GEAR! 

THESE TOILETRIES & T-SHIRTS ARE PERFECT! 

MEETING THE CHALLENGE OF 5KG PARCEL LIMITS 

SORTING AND FOLDING OUR FIRST DONATIONS. 

“If you have two shirts in your closet, one belongs to you and the other to the man with no shirt.” 

~ St. Ambrose ~ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TP0vrOWjH2e6unL631gsZ1FPIyanIzuk/view




 



 
 



QR code requirements in schools 

The use of Service Victoria QR codes for electronic record keeping 
is mandatory for all schools to enable the effective contact tracing 
of any COVID-19 cases. 

The public health intent of including schools in the QR code check-
in system for workplaces is to capture those visitors accessing 
school buildings or indoor facilities, but not those entering the 
school grounds for reasons such as school pick-up. 

QR codes will be required to be used by: 

• all visitors, including contractors, Melbourne Archdiocese 
Catholic Schools (MACS) and other external staff, and building 
and maintenance staff 

• all parents who enter buildings when on the school site. 

QR code check-ins will not be required for staff or students, or 
parents who come onto school grounds for drop-off or pick-up, but 
do not enter buildings. 

Schools can permit parents to enter buildings on site for student 
pick-up and drop-off, provided sufficient QR code locations can be 
identified and utilised to ensure parents are able to check in. 
Locations should include: 

• site entry and exit points 
• building entrances. 

Where this is not possible, parents should not be permitted to enter 
buildings for pick-up and drop-off. 

Schools will already have in place existing sign-in and sign-out processes. These should continue to be 
used to record visitor attendance, in particular the purpose of visits, for legal and regulatory obligations. 

 

 

 
If you missed ordering your child’s school photos please note that orders can be placed online at 
anytime - http://www.advancedlife.com.au/ 
  
- Enter the school’s online order code (C5C 51R QJA) in the box at the top of the page.  This will 

take you to your school’s site.  
 

- Fill in the boxes with your child’s details.   
 

- Select the package you want. Before proceeding to payment – double check that you have the 
correct package in your cart – also check it is the correct year.   

 

- Proceed to payment page. 

http://www.advancedlife.com.au/


COMMUNITY NEWS 

  

  



 


