
NEWSLETTER NO.  3  WEEK 3  TERM 3  FRIDAY 23RD JULY ,  2021 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in 

Learning 

Sunday 1 August 2021 MS Readathon commences 

Monday 2 August 2021 Costumes & Coffee Cosy Corner café 9.00am 

Tuesday 3 August 2021 All swimming sessions postponed until further notice 

Thursday 5 August 2021 Staff Retreat CANCELLED – Students Attend School 

Friday 6 August 2021 Staff Retreat CANCELLED – Students Attend School 

Tuesday 10 August 2021 Cobaw Basketball – Gr 6 teams x 2 

Thursday 12 August 2021 Cobaw District Athletics – 50 Gr 3-6 students 

Sunday 15 August 2021 First Holy Communion 3.00pm 

Monday 16-20 August 2021 National Science Week 

Monday 23 August 2021 BOOK WEEK PARADE – Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds 

Brilliant at Being Resilient Incursion 

Sunday 29 August 2021 First Holy Communion 3.00pm 

Monday 30 August 2021 LeTeine Polynesian Dance Incursion – whole school 

Wednesday 1 September 2021 Father’s Day Stall 

The Great Book Swap 

Friday 3 September 2021 Footy Colours Day and Father’s Day Breakfast 

Sunday 5 September 2021 Father’s Day 

Tuesday 14 September 2021 School Production (TBC) 

Wednesday 15 September 2021 School Production (TBC) 

No canteen 

Thursday 16 September 2021 School Production (TBC) 

Friday 17 September 2021 End of Term Liturgy 

No canteen 

End of Term 3 dismissal (2.30pm) 

Please find the link to our school calendar here - school calendar 

.                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

  

We acknowledge the 

Traditional Custodians of the 

land the Dja Dja Wurrung 

people on which we work and 

live, and recognise their 

continuing connection to land, 

water and community. We pay 

respect to Elders past, 

present and emerging. 

Love never fails - Even in the darkest 

moments, love gives hope.  

Love compels us to fight against 

coronavirus alongside our sisters and 

brothers living in poverty. 

Love compels us to stand together in 

prayer with our neighbours near and 

far. 

Love compels us to give and act as 

one.  

Jesus, may your love that never ends 

be our comfort, strength and guide 

Amen. 

 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/


Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,  

How wonderful it is to have your amazing 
children back with us! 
 
Thank you for your feedback to let us know 
about how home learning programs have 
been received in your households. Indeed it 
is our collective hope that our work with our 
students supports them on many levels to 
build their skills and thrive as young people.  
 
As educators, it is our moral obligation to 
know our children and how they learn, so we 
need to be open-minded as well as reflective 
practitioners who will try alternate methods and pathways to enable students to develop their 
confidence, experience growth, and success. It is heart-warming to hear about our students’ 
learning experiences this year and we welcome your feedback either via your children’s class 
teachers, via me or both. We take on your feedback in areas that we need to further refine and 
improve. In terms of supporting learning from home we have listened and evaluated. We hope our 
hybrid model, which provides both online and off line options enables all families to interact with 
the learning as they can. The introduction of Seesaw across the junior rooms has been widely 
welcomed and we are very pleased to hear this has made learning from home more engaging and 
easy to follow for our junior students. 
 
To summarise, if further lockdowns are necessary, moving forward with remote learning: 

 Students will receive instruction through a variety of remote learning resources: online 

interactive tools, streaming live into a classroom of students, google meets, recorded lessons, 

learning matrix, rubrics as well as concrete experiences, paper and pencil work.  

 Students will participate in virtual classrooms with teachers and other students scheduled 

during the week and class day. 

 Students learning will involve online as well as offline work.  

 Students will be issued a Chromebook device if needed. Internet access will be the 

responsibility of the household.  

 Google Classroom will be the platform for all students to receive and complete assignments in 

years 3-6 and Seesaw P-2. 

 Teachers will communicate expectations via our online portal, email, Google classroom and 

Seesaw.  

 Families may communicate with teachers via email within regular school hours.   

 Standards based grading will be implemented for remote learning for grades P-6.  

 Adjustments will be made for students with specific needs and disabilities. 

As part of our school improvement goals, we will continue to reflect on our work and learn more 
about differentiating our teaching to enable our students to make progress each year. Building our 
knowledge of MSL (Multi-Sensory Learning) and how it supports this process is part of this. Our 
work in creating a numeracy program which encourages critical thinking and problem solving will 
also enable our students to be active in the learning process. (See further information later in this 
newsletter). We are using pre and post-program data to evidence the effectiveness of our teaching 
and to inform our next steps. We aim for one year or more growth each year.  
 
We are very fortunate to have teachers who are dedicated to their vocation and I thank all of our 
staff for their willingness to continue to learn and grow as educators who play a vital role in our 
students’ lives.  



Staff Annual Review Meetings  

As a staff we are proactive in our work and we constantly evaluate 
our practice and improve our knowledge and skills. The staff 
Annual Review Meeting has the purpose of compliance but more 
importantly it is an opportunity for our staff to reflect on their 
learning and celebrate their growth as an educator this year. It is a 
time to share successes as well as challenges. It also provides 
time to speak about professional learning, future goals and our 
vision for the work we do. It is always inspiring to engage with our 
staff and their Annual Review Meeting allows 1-1 time with me to 
talk about aspirations in their work. Like all the work we do, the 
ultimate goal is to continue to do the very best we can to support 
our children holistically in their learning.  
 

Preparation for Puberty Sessions 

Yesterday, Taletha Rizio, a Senior 
Health Promotion Officer from Central 
Highlands Rural Health delivered the 
first part of the Puberty talk to our Year 
5/6 classes. We look forward to 
welcoming Taletha again for the second 
session next Thursday. Your children 
may have spoken with you about this 
session. It was great to witness their 
level of maturity and engagement in this 
session.  

 

 

 

 

Swimming 

As communicated, unfortunately we are unable to proceed with our swimming program at this stage 

due to Covid-19 regulations. Given the time constraints this poses we hope that we can at least offer 

two sessions to the remaining six classes who haven’t been to the pool yet. We thank Kyneton 

Aquatics Centre for their consideration.  

 

 

 



Across the Classrooms 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

  



Production Rehearsals 
 

Our talented students are bringing 

our school to life with their exuberant 

efforts in preparing for our school 

production Moana! Thank you for 

your support and interest in 

supporting us to get all the necessary 

props and costumes ready. Mrs. 

Meyer is doing a splendid job capably 

leading our staff and children towards 

putting on a very special and polished 

show for all of our community to 

enjoy. You can join the school 

production face book page for the 

latest updates. (See details later in 

this newsletter.) 
 

 

 

Celebrating our Home  
Learning 

Pictured are Year 3-4F students 

presenting home learning projects. 

Congratulations children! Your  

presentations were engaging, well 

articulated and informing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Library 

We encourage all of our students to read widely 

and enjoy books. Each class visits our library 

twice each week. We have a vast array of 

beautiful books for your children to borrow.  

 

Library Books Missing 

We thank those who have done a great job 
finding books that needed to be returned to 
our library. There are still many St Ambrose 
library books that have been borrowed and not 
returned. Please keep looking everyone! 
 
 

 
Indigenous Literacy Day (ILD) celebrates the 
richness and diversity of First 
Nations' stories and language in a free, 
virtual event launched live on Wednesday 1 
September at 9am. ILD will inspire 
audiences of all ages with a diverse suite of 
engaging two-minute video stories from 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, 
communities and organisations from right 
across Australia. You'll hear stories from 
First Nations people including Jessica 
Mauboy and Wayne Quilliam, see videos 
from kids from remote communities in the Tiwi Islands, the Kimberley and APY Lands, and also 
view the amazing work of Stick Mob – four young graphic novelists in Mparntwe (Alice 
Springs). This on demand format means you can click and watch stories that most interest you.  

As part of ILD the Indigenous Literacy Foundation (ILF) are also extremely proud to offer a 
selection of high quality pay-to-experience learning workshops presented by experts in their field 
such as Shelley Ware, Alison Lester and Ann James. And specifically for younger viewers, Gregg 
Dreise is hosting a special 20 minute, fun and engaging event for children 4 - 11 years of 
age. Register now to secure your virtual seat and ILF will keep you up to date as the event 
unfolds. 

This month ILF are proud to announce the launch of one of books created in Binjari 
community, Tudei en longtaim (Now and Then). Written by Stella Raymond and illustrated by the 
Binjari Buk Mob, in English and Kriol, this beautiful book is not only an insight into Aboriginal life 
now and then, but also to a language that is widely spoken across the top of Australia. Two other 
non-commercial titles, Jarrampa and Purlka ngamaji Kakaji were also launched on 23 July at 
Fitzroy Crossing at the Baya Gawiy Buga yani Jandu Yani u Centre. 

It's a challenging time with many experiencing lockdowns and hardships. Your support is 
appreciated. 

  

https://ilf.cmail19.com/t/j-l-fdrdtik-ihhudhmyd-t/
https://ilf.cmail19.com/t/j-l-fdrdtik-ihhudhmyd-i/


Establishing a St. Ambrose Parish School Advisory Council 

Consultation during the establishment of Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) 
affirmed that the School Advisory Council is a living expression of the principle of subsidiarity in 
action. School Advisory Councils will play a crucial role in the governance framework of MACS 
therefore, by the end of 2021, every MACS school in the Archdiocese will have a functioning 
council. 
 
Last term I shared, via our newsletter, information about the role of the SAC for your consideration 
which I now share again FYI. I am calling for expressions of interest and invite all of you who are 
interested to be part of this council to an information meeting. You can register your attendance 
via an Operoo which will be sent on Tuesday August 3rd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Uniform – Stock clearance  

A MASSIVE – 40% of all current stock – 

summer & winter items! 

As you know, we are in the process of out-sourcing 
our uniform shop to Hip Pocket.  We still have a 
number of uniform items available at school and our 
aim is to clear it all by the end of this year. If you are 
quick to order you can secure a bargain! We are 
offering 40% off all current stock! Sizes are limited 
so be sure to order promptly. Once our stock is sold 
items will be ordered in from Hip Pocket and sold for 
RRP. You can order via CDF online. Sale items are 
already reduced so prices are as marked. Please 
note if items are not marked down 40% this means 
that we are out of stock and have to order them in for 
you and therefore you will be charged the RRP. 

Orders can be placed online - https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/MonitorOnline/app/#/login 

https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/MonitorOnline/app/#/login


Navy coat, long sleeved polo shirt and vest now available (These items are not 
reduced as we have to order them in) 

Several items have been added to our uniform which I hope will offer 

additional comfortable yet smart options for our students. These 

include: 

1. A soft shell vest (like our current one but without sleeves). Logo 
must be added.  
 

2. A navy coat lined and waterproof...also very smart and 
comfortable (logo optional). 
 

3. Polo shirt long-sleeved good quality non pill. Logo must be added. 

If you would like to purchase the navy coat which is fleecy lined and 
water repellent on the outside, the long sleeved polo (an additional 
winter uniform item) or the soft shell vest pictured, you can now do this 
via our CDF online order system - 
https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/MonitorOnline/app/#/login.  

The soft shell vest and polo needs to have the logo embroidered onto it 
however it is optional to have the logo embroidered onto the coat. It 
costs $6.60 for our school logo to be added. Prices are listed on 
CDFpay.   

By 2023 all children who wish to wear a coat will need to wear this navy 
coat which could also be worn over the weekends. We are also phasing out white 
socks and transitioning to all sock wear and stockings to be navy by 2022. 

 

Child Safety at Drop off & Pick up Times:  

Please email them your feedback about this proposal as outlined in previous 

newsletters. You may choose to send a message like the one below: 

mrsc@mrsc.vic.gov.au 

To whom it may concern, 
I write to thank you for the proposal of constructing a 
raised platform on Urquhart Street to provide a safer 
crossing area for our children. This is an encouraging 
start. I also hope that council has plans to confirm if 
the Wombat crossing will be zebra style with white 
lines per the image attached to provide pedestrians 
with a right of way when crossing. Without the zebra 
white lines painted it is in function only an island 
rather than a safe children's school crossing.  I am 
wondering if there are any plans in place to address 
Brooke Street and Templeton Street crossings. Are 
the plans for additional signage warning drivers of 
'children crossing' in the streets surrounding St 
Ambrose being planned out and what is the timeline 
for these to be installed? 
Thank you….. 

  

https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/MonitorOnline/app/#/login


Closure Dates:  

Please note in your calendars the one remaining school closure date for this year. They are: 

Monday November 1st: Report Writing Day 

Please note that Tuesday December 14th is the students’ last day of classes. They will however 
need to come in for 40 minutes for their numeracy assessment on either Wednesday December 
15th or Thursday December 16th. Year 6 students finish on December 14th.  

Year 7 2023 SHC Enrolments are due: Siblings of Current Students Need to 

Enrol Now too! 

 

The Sacred Heart College Kyneton enrolment cut-off date is fast approaching. The SHC deadline for 2023 

Year 7 Enrolment Applications to Monday 9th August. It is important that all those wishing their child to 

attend SHC in Year 7 2023 enrol now. This includes siblings of current students. 

Interactive Village  

We are working with SHC VCAL students to begin constructing our 

village which will create further imaginative play opportunity for our 

students. Our village will be built in the garden along the fence line. Any 

donations of materials that we could use to construct the little dwellings 

will be appreciated. 

Social Justice Team: Send it to Milingimbi Drive 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TP0vrOWjH2e6unL631gsZ1FPIyanIzuk/view?usp=sharing  

 

The Social Justice Team will be rolling out our Send it to Milingimbi Drive collecting clothing and 

items to send to Milingimbi School in the Northern Territory.  

 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TP0vrOWjH2e6unL631gsZ1FPIyanIzuk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TP0vrOWjH2e6unL631gsZ1FPIyanIzuk/view?usp=sharing


Slippers  

We recommend that children have firm soled slippers to change into 
when they come inside throughout these wetter months. This means that 
they are not sitting with wet footwear on. OH&S mandates us to ensure 
children have footwear on inside. Firm soled slippers could be a 
comfortable option for your children. 

A message from our School Captains 

We’ve just been released from lockdown number five, and it feels great 
to be back! We know that remote learning was a little stressful for some 
people, but we’re back and face to face and back to our friends.  
 
There's so much to look forward to for the rest of this term and for the rest of the year. The 5/6’s 
had their first Preparation for Puberty session on Thursday and they’re having another session 
next Thursday. We have Eucharist for grade 4 & 5’s in August. The MS Readathon has started, 
see Tracy for details and about the Great Book Swap. There’s the book parade in a couple of 
weeks and the theme is old worlds, new worlds and other worlds, so you should probably start 
thinking about your costumes. Four classes have already done swimming and swimming is 
coming up for a few classes in the next few weeks hopefully. Mrs Cavric has already started 
tryouts for athletics and Cobaw basketball for the grade 6’s. Please stay off the oval until it’s not as 
muddy. 

 

Let’s hope the sun continues to shine this weekend. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of our wonderful school. 

Kind regards,  

 
 
Bronwyn Phillips 
Principal 

  



This Week’s Classroom Feature: Year 2 O Mrs. Kate Old 

 

 
 



 

 
 
  



Library News 
 
Welcome back to our Happy Readers, 
 
August is a very busy BUT very exciting month in the St 
Ambrose library calendar.  We kick it off on the 1st August with 
the MS Readathon, which runs for the entire month.  This will be 
our 2nd year of being a part of this brilliant program which 
encourages children to read whatever they can as much as they can while bringing community 
awareness to this terrible disease.  I am incredibly proud of our fundraising efforts last year and 
look forward to seeing this year if we can up our participation and surpass monies raised. 

 
Next is the famous "Book Parade" which will be held 
on Monday 23rd August.  This event isn't just about 
dressing up, it's an opportunity for us to celebrate 
amazingly talented Australian authors and illustrators 
who capture the imagination of our children, whilst 
starting them on their lifelong journey of reading 
books.  This year's theme is "Old Worlds, New 

Worlds, Other Worlds…". This year, fingers crossed we can have our book fair back in the library 
where books can be purchased and money raised from the sales goes directly back into the library 
to purchase new books for our little readers. 
 

Finally on the 1st September I am 
so delighted to announce that for 

the first time St Ambrose will participate in The Great Book Swap. This is 
where you bring along a book that you have read and swap them for ones 
that you haven't, for a gold coin donation.  We're holding a Great Book 
Swap to support the Indigenous Literacy Foundation (ILF) to provide 
books and learning resources to children living in remote communities 
across Australia.  
 
A lot to take in I know, and I would love for you all to be a part of these fabulous and important 
events.  So pop these dates into your diaries and if you have any questions or just want to get 
involved somehow please send me an email tracey.paton@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au I would 
love to hear from you. 
 
Stay safe and happy reading 
Tracey   

MOANA Art Making  

ART MATERIALS FOR PRODUCTION PLEASE 

Pop them in the box marked RECYCLED ART 
DONATIONS near the staff room entrance.  
Recycled and Repurposed Materials are our focus 
for the art, props, and backdrops for the 
production this year. 
This week we need: 

 Inner rolls from paper towels and wrap containers. 
 Clean soft plastics. The ones that end up in the ocean! 
 Clean plastic lids. A variety of sizes. 
 Bread ties and elastic bands. 

mailto:tracey.paton@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


Maths 

Staff have recently participated in a Maths PD day which focused on 
exploring better ways of teaching and learning Mathematics. We are 
embracing new ways to teach Maths with the vision to develop students as 
learners who can think for themselves critically and creatively, not students 
who wait to be told what to do.  
 
This is an adjustment for teachers and students in how some lessons will be 
presented. We will be planning lessons that are structured to maximise 
engagement of all students through differentiation. Each week we will 
incorporate some open ended tasks and follow an approach that fosters 
Maths learning through a ‘launch, explore and consolidate’ approach.    
 

You can expect that there will be time planned where students will be given 
a task without instruction and expected to think about what they need to do, 
what they already know and what strategies they can use to work on the 
task. ‘Think time’ is crucial for students' development, thinking is learning. 
Every student will begin with the same task but differentiation will quickly 
occur and continue throughout the lesson to support and extend the 
students’ learning as needed.  
 
The lesson structure has a sequence design where students begin with a 
warm up activity that will connect with the lesson topic, then they will be 
presented with a task without teacher instruction. After time to work on this 
task, students will share, discuss, and reflect to consolidate the initial 
learning and transfer that learning to other tasks. 

 
Throughout the year students have been enjoying a more hands-on approach to learning Maths and 
opportunities to share their thinking. 

QR code requirements in schools 

The use of Service Victoria QR codes for electronic record keeping is mandatory for 
all schools to enable the effective contact tracing of any COVID-19 cases. 

The public health intent of including schools in the QR code check-in system for 
workplaces is to capture those visitors accessing school buildings or indoor facilities, 
but not those entering the school grounds for reasons such as school pick-up.  QR 
codes will be required to be used by: 

• all visitors, including contractors, Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools 
(MACS) and other external staff, and building and maintenance staff 

• all parents who enter buildings when on the school site. 

QR code check-ins will not be required for staff or students, or parents who come 
onto school grounds for drop-off or pick-up, but do not enter buildings. 

Schools can permit parents to enter buildings on site for student pick-up and drop-off, 
provided sufficient QR code locations can be identified and utilised to ensure parents 
are able to check in. Locations should include: 

• site entry and exit points 
• building entrances. 

Where this is not possible, parents should not be permitted to enter buildings for pick-up and drop-off. 

Schools will already have in place existing sign-in and sign-out processes. These should continue to be used to 
record visitor attendance, in particular the purpose of visits, for legal and regulatory obligations. 



 
“If you have two shirts in your closet, one belongs to you and the other to the man with no shirt.” 

~ St. Ambrose ~ 



 

St Ambrose Parish School, thanks to the Social Justice Team are once again 

registered for Footy Colours Day!  We will be raising money (via a gold coin 

donation) for this very worthy cause in union with celebrating Father’s Day on 

Friday the 3rd of September. 

 

The need for education support for kids with cancer 
Every year, more than 950 children and young people aged 0-19 are diagnosed with cancer in 
Australia. 
These kids are absent from school for long periods of time as they go through cancer treatment 
and recovery. Many drop class levels when they return to school, become isolated from their 
friends and disengage from their education. 
Our education programs fight to reduce the long-term impact of cancer. 
 
How do our programs help kids with cancer? 
*Maintain their education and connection with their school and school friends 
*Provide flexible, individual lesson plans that work around their illness and treatment 
*Mix of face-to-face and online learning sessions 
*Ease the transition back to 'normal' school life 
*Ensure kids with cancer reach their full educational, professional and vocational potential 
 
As we move towards September and Footy Colours Day, the Social Justice Team would like 
to provide information and some awareness about childhood cancer by introducing you to 
some of the brave young children and their stories, and how Fight Cancer Foundation give 
hope and save lives! 
 
Meet Eleanor - a bright shining star who loves the spotlight as much as she loves helping others. 
Eleanor was diagnosed with a type of blood cancer when she was 5 years old. 



   
 
"The treatment for blood cancer is quite brutal on their body, it's quite intense. 
The education program has just been phenomenal in supporting Eleanor all through her diagnosis and her 
treatment. 
Hosting a Footy Colours Day is a great way of supporting the education support program and it's a way of 
helping kids with cancer, like Eleanor, keep up with their education so that they can get back to their lives 
after."  
- Meredith and Keith, Eleanor's parents 
 
Eleanor's story – (video) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-n45uw2ByGQ&ab_channel=FightCancerFoundation  

 
(Social Justice Team 2021 – Lucy, Bronte, Rachael, Safara, Hattie, Lola, Darley, Cait & Zoey) 
 
Unison  
 
 
 
 

Community News 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-n45uw2ByGQ&ab_channel=FightCancerFoundation


 

 



 



  



 

 


