
NEWSLETTER NO.  5  WEEK 5  TERM 3  FRIDAY 13 T H  AUGUST ,  2021 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in 

Learning 

Sunday 15 August 2021 POSTPONED - First Holy Communion 3.00pm  

Monday 16-20 August 2021 National Science Week 

Monday 23 August 2021 BOOK WEEK PARADE – Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds 

Brilliant at Being Resilient Incursion 

Sunday 29 August 2021 First Holy Communion 3.00pm 

Monday 30 August 2021 LeTeine Polynesian Dance Incursion – whole school 

Wednesday 1 September 2021 Father’s Day Stall 

The Great Book Swap 

Friday 3 September 2021 Footy Colours Day and Father’s Day Online Breakfast 

Sunday 5 September 2021 Father’s Day 

Friday 17 September 2021 End of Term Liturgy 

End of Term 3 dismissal (2.30pm) 

Please find the link to our school calendar here - school calendar 

.                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We acknowledge the Traditional 

Custodians of the land the Dja Dja 

Wurrung people on which we work 

and live, and recognise their 

continuing connection to land, water 

and community. We pay respect to 

Elders past, present and 

emerging. 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/


Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,  

As quickly as we were called into lockdown, we were then 

permitted to resume onsite learning. We are grateful to be 

in a regional area where we can enjoy the easing of 

restrictions. Thankyou and well done to everyone for 

adjusting your lifestyles and programs accordingly to 

make another (brief) period of working from home as 

positive as possible.  

The following poem written by Damian Barr was recently 

shared with me as a vechile to check in on wellbeing. It 

may provide some solace or reassurance for you as well 

as it aptly clarifies the varied responses, experiences and 

circumstances that shape our unique realities during these 

times.  

“We are not all in the same boat, but we are all in the same 

storm”. Reminds us to support each other and not judge. 

It also calls us to reach out if we need to as there are 

people who want to listen.  

I heard that we are in the same boat.   

But it's not that.  

We are in the same storm, but not in the same boat.  

Your ship can be shipwrecked and mine might not be.  

Or vice versa.  

For some, quarantine is optimal: a moment of reflection, or 

reconnection.  

Easy, in flip flops, with a whiskey or tea.  

For others, this is a desperate crisis.  

For others, it is facing loneliness.  

For some, peace, rest time, vacation.  

Yet for others, Torture: How am I going to pay my bills?  

Some were concerned about a brand of chocolate for Easter (this year there were no rich chocolates).  

Others were concerned about the bread for the weekend, or if the noodles would last for a few more days.  

Some were in their "home office".  

Others are looking through trash to survive.  

Some want to go back to work because they are running out of 

money.  

Others want to kill those who break the quarantine.  

Some need to break the quarantine to stand in line at the banks.  

Others to escape.  



Others criticize the government for the lines.  

Some have experienced the near-death of the virus, some have already lost someone from it, and some 

believe they are infallible and will be blown away if or when this hits someone they know.  

Some have faith in God and expect miracles. Others say the worse is yet to come. So, friends, we are not 

in the same boat.  

We are going through a time when our perceptions and needs are completely different. And each one will 

emerge, in their own way, from that storm.  

It is very important to see beyond what is seen at first glance. Not just looking, more than looking, seeing.  

See beyond the political party, beyond biases, beyond the nose on your face. Do not judge the good life of 

the other, do not condemn the bad life of the other.  

Don't be a judge.  

Let us not judge the one who lacks, as well as the one who exceeds. We are on different ships looking to 

survive.   

Let everyone navigate their route with respect, empathy and responsibility.  

Written by Damian Barr, columnist and author of “You Will Be Safe Here”.  

 

 Feast of the Assumption 

This Sunday is the Feast of the 

Assumption. The Assumption signals 

the end of Mary’s earthly life and marks 

her return to heaven to be reunited with 

Jesus. Mary was a young peasant girl 

who mothered Jesus for thirty years. 

She loved and nurtured him as she 

raised him with Joseph in their humble 

home. In the New Testament she is 

remembered as a strong, courageous 

and faith-filled woman. This Sunday you 

may like 

to 

remember 

Mary and 

pray the 

Hail Mary 

with your 

family: 

 

 

 

 



Father’s Day and Special Persons Online Breaksfast: Friday September 3rd, 

save the Date! 

We are currently planning this year’s breakfast which will again need to be online to comply with 

current restrictions. Save the date and be ready to tune in at 7.30 am! More information to follow. 

Indigenous Literacy Day 

Join us in celebrating Indigenous Literacy Day this year! Explore their new website to learn more 

about our free, virtual celebration, and hear from ILF Ambassadors like Jessica Mauboy and 

Natalie Ahmat. 

The main event will be live on-demand from 9am, Wednesday 1 September, and offers a diverse 

range of short video stories from First Nations authors, musicians and artists such as Stella 

Raymond, Wayne Quilliam, Jessica Mauboy, Brenton McKenna, Maureen Jipyiliya Nampijinpa 

O’Keefe, Natalie Ahmat, and Anita Heiss. It features the incredible journeys of four young graphic 

novelists in Alice Springs; as well as stories from organisations such as  Children’s Ground, 

the Sharing Stories Foundation, First Languages Australia, and SNAICC. There is something for 

everyone. There is also a special 25 minute event in collaboration with the Sydney Opera House’s 

Digital Creative Learning Program. Aimed at early learners and primary school students (4-11) the 

event is hosted by dynamic performer and author Gregg Dreise, with a special guest appearance 

by Jessica Mauboy, and shares First Nations stories and language in a fast paced and engaging 

performance. Registrations are open from 9 August. Finally, there will be a series of seven pay-to-

view workshops that cover a diverse range of exciting topics. Enjoy learning new art techniques 

with Alison Lester and Ann James, or graphic novel art with Declan Miller. 

Eucharist 

We hope you are all well and finding your feet after the recent lockdowns.  As you may have 
predicted, the Victorian Covid density and travel restrictions, have impacted our ability to celebrate 
First Eucharist with our students this weekend.  We are hopeful that restrictions may allow us to 
gather on the 29th of August, if not, we will continue to wait until circumstances allow your 
students to be able to celebrate this important Sacrament together with their families. We will keep 
you updated and hope to provide as much notice as possible of any changes that come to light.  

Thanks for your understanding and patience. 

 

 

https://ilf.cmail20.com/t/j-l-fhyitdy-ihhudhmyd-y/
https://ilf.cmail20.com/t/j-l-fhyitdy-ihhudhmyd-j/
https://ilf.cmail20.com/t/j-l-fhyitdy-ihhudhmyd-t/


School Production 

Due to the ongoing Covid restrictions impacting both rehearsal time, parent 
helpers and gatherings, we have decided to make some changes to our 
school production performances. 

The school production will no longer be held at Sacred Heart College, instead 
it will be held onsite as an outdoor performance with an outdoor 
stage.  Staying onsite will make revisions to our arrangements much easier to 
navigate should they be required, and also support us in minimising risks 
inherent in moving offsite.   Planning for an outdoor performance will also, we 
hope, allow for more parents to attend. 

We are planning to hold the production on the 14th and 15th of October 
however if weather is inclement, the 18th and 19th of October have been 
scheduled as backup dates.  

Should lockdown restrictions impact gatherings during October, we have 
further backup dates scheduled and contingency plans for staggered 
groupings or recording of performances.  

The production has been a welcome source of energy and excitement around 
the school and we are passionate about sharing with all of you such a joyous example of unity and 
creativity. We will need your help for setting up and sourcing materials, and will be in touch in 
coming weeks to co-ordinate this. 

Finally, as we are in the process of organising costumes for our students and are still unable to 
have parents onsite, we would be most appreciative if you could please supply your child’s 
approximate clothing size via Operoo.  Please also be on the lookout for natural coloured pairs of 
shorts or bike shorts (brown, black, tan, etc) for your child to wear beneath their costume. 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please feel free to 
contact  eloise.meyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au 

 

mailto:eloise.meyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


Masterplan 

Our architects have almost finalised the 
costing and have managed to make 
some modifications to keep our project 
within budget. Thank you for your 
feedback. Pictured is a mock-up of the 
front entry area and I have pictured the 
overall plan below FYI. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cobaw Division Netball & Football – more to come in next week’s newsletter 



Our Classrooms this Week   

   

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gumnut art in 3/4F 

 

 

3/4C Maths – mosaics using regular 

and irregular shapes 

 

 

3/4C Maths – environment shape hunt 



Earning their gumnut hats 

Cuddlepie and Snugglepot were 

excited about the upcoming 

event, the gumnut ceremony. 

It happens once every year on 

the 18th of March making it 

the most special day of the 

year.  The gumnut ceremony is 

an event where all the gumnut 

babies come together and 

watch the young gumnut 

babies jump on Mr Spiders 

web. This year was different. 

Cuddlepie and Snugglepot 

weren't going to make the 

event, but this was the year 

they really needed to attend… it was their turn to jump, they completely forgot about the 

ceremony as they were too busy on their adventures and they had forgotten!   
 

Mrs Kookaburra was waiting for them to arrive at the event and it had already started, if 

they didn't show up soon they would miss out on earning their gumnut hats of their very own. 

The ceremony was going to end in 3 hours. It came to the point where Mrs Kookaburra had to 

go searching for them. After Mrs Kookaburra was searching for around one and a half  hours, 

all of a sudden she saw a lizard that looked familiar to her. She realized it was Mr 

Lizard!  She flew as fast as she could to Mr Lizard and as she landed next to Mr Lizard, Mrs 

Kookaburra spoke so quickly Mr Lizard couldn't understand what Mrs Kookaburra was saying. 

Mr Lizard asked politely to repeat what she said this time as Mrs Kookaburra spoke she made 

sure to say it slower, “ please help me Mr Lizard I can't find Cuddlepie and Snugglepot do you 

have any idea where they are ,” she whimpered. Mr Lizard replied with “ I do know where 

they are, they went to the pond “  oh thank you Mr Lizard, Mrs Kookaburra said. As she 

hurried away to the pond,  
 

Once she had arrived at the pond she looked around and there they were Cuddlepie and 

Snugglepot jumping around. I've finally found you guys. You need to come with me you're 

missing the gumnut ceremony. They both gasped and ran to Mrs Kookaburra they hopped onto 

her back and Mrs Kookaburra took off.  
 

She flew gently through the air. She got back just in time for Cuddlepie and Snugglepots' 

turn to jump on the web. They touched their gumnuts with only seconds to spare. The 

ceremony finished and all the gumnuts were handed out. What an exciting adventure they all 

said. 

 

By Alexandra M (3/4P) 



 

Interactive Village 

We are working with Sacred Heart College (SHC) VCAL students to begin 

constructing our mini village which will create further imaginative play 

opportunity for our students. Our village will be built in the garden along the 

fence line.  

Pictured are some images of cubby houses to give you an idea of what we 
are working towards. SHC students are in the process of drawing up some 
plans so these images might give you some ideas. 
 

 

 

 

 

Establishing a St. Ambrose Parish School Advisory Council 

Consultation during the establishment of Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) 
affirmed that the School Advisory Council is a living expression of the principle of subsidiarity in 
action. School Advisory Councils will play a crucial role in the governance framework of MACS 
therefore, by the end of 2021, every MACS school in the Archdiocese will have a functioning 
council. 
 
Last term I shared, via our newsletter, information about the role of the SAC for your 
consideration. I am calling for expressions of interest and invite all of you who are interested to be 
part of this council to an information meeting. Please note I am waiting for the restrictions to 
ease before I set a meeting date. In the meantime you may email me if you are interested in 
being on our SAC. 
 
 

 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well done to our PBL ticket winners for being Respectful, Responsible, 
Resilient and Kind 

11 August Kira V 

12 August Ruby P 

13 August David Y 

15 August India-Belle C 

  Liv S 

16 August Isaac G 



School Uniform – Stock clearance  

A MASSIVE – 40% of all current stock – summer & winter items! 

As you know, we are in the process of out-
sourcing our uniform shop to Hip Pocket.  We 
still have a number of uniform items available 
at school and our aim is to clear it all by the 
end of this year. If you are quick to order you 
can secure a bargain! We are offering 40% 
off all current stock! Sizes are limited so be 
sure to order promptly. Once our stock is 
sold items will be ordered in from Hip Pocket 
and sold for RRP. You can order via CDF 
online. Sale items are already reduced so 
prices are as marked. Please note if items 
are not marked down 40% this means that 
we are out of stock and have to order them in 
for you and therefore you will be charged the RRP. 

Orders can be placed online - https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/MonitorOnline/app/#/login 

Navy coat, long sleeved polo shirt and vest now available (These items are not 
reduced as we have to order them in) 

Several items have been added to our uniform which I hope will offer additional comfortable yet 

smart options for our students. These include: 

1. A soft shell vest (like our current one but without sleeves). Logo 
must be added.  
 

2. A navy coat lined and waterproof...also very smart and 
comfortable (logo optional). 
 

3. Polo shirt long-sleeved good quality non pill. Logo must be added. 

If you would like to purchase the navy coat which is fleecy lined and 
water repellent on the outside, the long sleeved polo (an additional 
winter uniform item) or the soft shell vest pictured, you can now do 
this via our CDF online order system - 
https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/MonitorOnline/app/#/login.  

The soft shell vest and polo needs to have the logo embroidered onto it 
however it is optional to have the logo embroidered onto the coat. It 
costs $6.60 for our school logo to be added. Prices are listed on 
CDFpay.   

By 2023 all children who wish to wear a coat will need 
to wear this navy coat which could also be worn over 
the weekends. We are also phasing out white socks 
and transitioning to all sock wear and stockings to 
be navy by 2022. 

 

https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/MonitorOnline/app/#/login
https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/MonitorOnline/app/#/login


Closure Dates:  

Please note in your calendars the one remaining school closure date for this year. They are: 

Friday October 29th: Whole Staff Religious Education PD. 

Monday November 1st: Report Writing Day 

Please note that Tuesday December 14th is the students’ last day of classes. They will however 
need to come in for 40 minutes for their numeracy assessment on either Wednesday December 
15th or Thursday December 16th. Year 6 students finish on December 14th.  

 

With goodwill in our hearts may you each have a moment of 
reflection as to your own spirit and the blessing you are to 
your family and community. 
  
Enjoy your weekend, 

Kind regards,  

 

Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal 

  



This Week’s Classroom Feature: Year 3-4C 

 

Grade 3/4 Goes Back to the Future…. 

 

“Great Scott! What’s happening in 3/4C?”  

Term 3 got off to a bang before being hit with another snap lockdown. The students adjusted well 

to this as the feeling of deja vu was cast upon us. SO……. let’s go back to the future. 

“Roads? Where We’re Going, We Don’t Need Roads.” Well sort of anyway. During this 

lockdown, the students ventured into their local areas as part of a historical walk where they had to 

identify buildings and structures they thought were 50 years or older and then justify why they 

thought these buildings/structures were the age they were e.g. buildings built out of bluestone, 

architectural designs, etc. There were some giveaways such as the Five Mile Creek Bridge with a 

plaque showing it was built in 1862.  

Many students were able to investigate some of the historical buildings/artefacts on their own 

properties which made the learning much more personal. Lots of interesting information and 

discoveries were shared, for example, there was a cinema on the old Coles site (Mrs Flett’s 

parents watched Gone with the Wind there!). Like Back to the Future, Woodend has its own Clock 

Tower dedicated to those from Woodend who served in WW I (we’re not sure if it's been hit by 

lightning though!). Some even discovered where Mrs Geisler lives and the history of her house. 

“Hello? Hello? Anybody home?” We sure are….. Weeks 3 and 4 allowed us to get back onsite 

and into our school routines again. Continuing with our History unit we began to look at historical 

Australian authors and started by looking at the writings of May Gibbs, in particular, the 

Snugglepot and Cuddlepie stories.  

Our classroom resembled a koala’s heaven as students brought in branches from gum and 

eucalyptus trees as well as gum nuts, wattyl and other native plants to create a Snugglepot and 

Cuddlepie picture that would represent a Cuddlepot and Snugglepie adventure of their own 

imagining. The creativity put in these images is to be admired as each picture was created using 

leaves, gumnuts, wattyl and parts of these tree branches. The stinging of our eyes from the 

eucalyptus leaves made it all worthwhile in the end. And just like that…. another lockdown (albeit, 

a mini one).  

 



After completing their story pictures, the students began to write their own version of a Snugglepie 

and Cuddlepot adventure. These writing adventures are still in draft form and we hope to have the 

finished copies on display over the week. 

“Sounds pretty heavy.” 

“Weight has nothing to do with it.” 

 

Andrew Caminiti & Grade 3/4 C 

* All quotes referenced from Back to the Future movies 

 

Printmaking in Art 

The year 5/6's and 3/4's were printing, printing, printing today. Printmaking was busy, fun and really messy 

said Aiden S.   

  



Library News 
 
The famous "Book Parade" will be held on Monday 23rd 
August.  This event isn't just about dressing up, it's an 
opportunity for us to celebrate amazingly talented Australian 
authors and illustrators who capture the imagination of our children, whilst starting them on their 
lifelong journey of reading books.  This year's theme is "Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other 
Worlds…". This year, fingers crossed we can have our book fair back in the library where books 
can be purchased and money raised from the sales goes directly back into the library to purchase 
new books for our little readers. 
 

On the 1st September I am so 
delighted to announce that for the first 

time St Ambrose will participate in The Great Book Swap. This is where 
you bring along a book that you have read and swap them for ones that you 
haven't, for a gold coin donation.  We're holding a Great Book Swap to 
support the Indigenous Literacy Foundation (ILF) to provide books and 
learning resources to children living in remote communities across Australia.  There is a letter from 
the Indigenous Literacy Foundation at the end of this newsletter with more information. 
 
Pop these dates into your diaries and if you have any questions or just want to get involved 
somehow please send me an email tracey.paton@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au I would love to hear 
from you. 
 
Stay safe and happy reading 
Tracey   

 

QR code requirements in schools 

The use of Service Victoria QR codes for electronic record keeping is mandatory for all 
schools to enable the effective contact tracing of any COVID-19 cases. 

The public health intent of including schools in the QR code check-in system for 
workplaces is to capture those visitors accessing school buildings or indoor facilities, 
but not those entering the school grounds for reasons such as school pick-up.  QR 
codes will be required to be used by: 

• all visitors, including contractors, Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) 
and other external staff, and building and maintenance staff 

• all parents who enter buildings when on the school site. 

QR code check-ins will not be required for staff or students, or parents who come onto 
school grounds for drop-off or pick-up, but do not enter buildings. 

Schools can permit parents to enter buildings on site for student pick-up and drop-off, 
provided sufficient QR code locations can be identified and utilised to ensure parents 
are able to check in. Locations should include: 

• site entry and exit points and building entrances. 

Where this is not possible, parents should not be permitted to enter buildings for pick-up and drop-off. 

Schools will already have in place existing sign-in and sign-out processes. These should continue to be used to 
record visitor attendance, in particular the purpose of visits, for legal and regulatory obligations. 

mailto:tracey.paton@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


 

 “If you have two shirts in your closet, one belongs to you and the other to the man with no shirt.” 

~ St. Ambrose ~ 
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