
NEWSLETTER NO.  10  WEEK 10  TERM 3  FRIDAY 17 T H  SEPTEMBER ,  2021 

Our Vision:  

Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

 

Monday 4 October 2021 Term 4 commences 

Tuesday 5 October 2021 World Teacher’s Day 

Friday 8 October 2021 Bike Ed in PE (Gr 3-6) 

Friday 15 October 2021 Bike Ed in PE (Gr 3-6) 

Wednesday 20 October 2021 Grade 5 Leadership Night 7-8pm 

Thursday 21 October 2021 Grade 6 leaders to attend Mission Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral (TBC) 

Friday 22 October 2021 Bike Ed in PE (Gr 3-6) 

Friday 29 October 2021 School closure day – staff RE PD 

Monday 1 November 2021 School closure day – Report writing 

Tuesday November 2021 Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Wednesday 3 November 2021 Grade 4 Camp Adekate 

2022 Prep Orientation Session 1 – 9-10am 

Thursday 4 November 2021 Grade 4 Camp Adekate 

Friday 5 November 2021 Grade 4 Camp Adekate 

Bike Ed in PE (Gr 3-6) 

Wednesday 10 November 2021 2022 Prep Orientation Session 2 – 9-10am 

Thursday 11 November 2021 Remembrance Day 

Braemar Testing Day – Yr 7 2022 

Friday 12 November 2021 Bike Ed in PE (Gr 3-6) 

Tuesday 16 November 2021 SHC Transition Day – Yr 7 2022 

Wednesday 17 November 2021 2022 Prep Orientation Session 3 – 9-10am 

Wednesday 24 November 2021 School Production 

Thursday 25 November 2021 School Production 

Monday 6 December 2021 School Production Back Up Date 

Braemar Orientation Day – Yr 7 2022 

Tuesday 7 December 2021 School Production Back Up Date 

St Ambrose Feast Day 

2022 Prep Orientation Session 4 – 9-11am 

Student Orientation Grades 1-6 – 9-11am 

Friday 10 December 2021 Celebration of St Ambrose Feast Day – Family Mass & Twilight Picnic 

Monday 13 December 2021 Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Tuesday 14 December 2021 Last day of Term 4 – dismissal 1.30pm 

Wednesday 15 December 2021 Numeracy Testing 

Thursday 16 December 2021 Numeracy Testing 

 

We acknowledge and pay respect to 
the past, present and future Traditional 
Custodians and Elders of this nation 
The Dja Dja Wurrung People and the 
continuation of cultural, spiritual and 
educational practices of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

 



 
 

Dear Families, Friends and Parishioners,  

With the holidays upon us, our learners and teachers are looking forward to a chance to slow the 

pace and rejuvenate ready for a very productive term 4. Once again, in this unprecedented time, 

we cannot thank our community enough for working with us to ensure we provide the best 

possible education and well-being support during this time. By working together we have kept our 

community connected. We could never have envisaged that this past 18 months would present us 

with so many uncertainties, changes and challenges. As always, we continue to place the children 

at the heart of every decision we make and every action we take, and it has never been more 

important for home and school to work together.  

This week, the Catholic Church celebrated the feast of Our Lady of Sorrows on September 15, the 

day after the feast of the Holy Cross, to show the close connection between Jesus' Passion and 

Mary's Sorrows. You may like to make some time to pray the following moving as well as inspiring 

prayer as a family. 

 

  



End of term Liturgy 

  

Today we gathered to celebrate reaching the end of term three, reflect on our experiences and 

share our hopes for the future. The theme for our liturgy was ‘Words for our Journey’. Our liturgy 

leaders wanted to create a reflection that invited stillness and drew attention to words of and for 

our journeys. To begin our liturgy, we invited participants to find some stillness and consider words 

that would express their journey to this moment and for the journey ahead of us. Thank you for 

tuning in to this sacred space and for sharing your experience of the past months through your, 

“Words for our journey” contributions. 

This was indeed a beautiful service and celebration of our insightful students, staff and families. 

Thank you also to Mrs. Meyer for her splendid organisation and to our students for this uplifting 

conclusion to our term. I strongly recommend you make time to enjoy your children’s wisdom by 

looking at the clip shared via this link! 'Words for our Journey' Liturgy 

Staffing 2022 

Mrs. Margaret Flett and Mrs. Maree Thomas are taking their well earned long service leave next 

year which we hope that they truly enjoy. This means that we will have positions to fill therefore we 

are currently advertising for dynamic classroom teachers to join our team in 2022. Applications 

close on October 8th which means that we will be interviewing in mid October.  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mXU5qNxOaQnvhMlNTUv1zoXih7eZL0wZ/view?ts=61441734


Dr Suess Continues to Inspire  

It is such a joy to witness the pride children have when they 

improve a skill and complete something that they are proud of. 

The rhythmn and rhyme of Dr. Suess was used as a 

provocation for some very creative character inventions which 

the children wrote about. James and Ollie shared their stories 

this week which were delightful. Upon visitng the junior rooms 

the children were excited as they wrote their pieces and they 

were very eager to share their ideas. So much progress has 

been made. Congratulations children and teachers! 

Vaccination Covid-19  

As part of the COVID-19 vaccination rollout, from Monday 13 
September, all Victorians aged 12 and older were eligible to 
book and receive a COVID-19 vaccine at a state vaccination centre, a Commonwealth vaccination 
centre, or through a GP clinic, pharmacy or community health service. 

Vaccination bookings for students should be made by following the instructions on the Coronavirus 
Victoria website. 

Vaccination is not mandatory, but is strongly encouraged. Getting vaccinated is the best way to 
protect our school community from further outbreaks and the spread of COVID-19. 

CEMSIS is now named MACSSIS 

 

 

You may remember the CEMSIS (Catholic Education Melbourne School Improvement Surveys) 

surveys of the past. With the change of governance these surveys are now named MACSIS. As 

part of compliance, our schools regularly engage with and gather feedback from their 

communities.  Schools use this information along with multiple measures of other data types to 

determine the What? How? When? and Who? will work to improve our schools. 

  

http://coms.macs.vic.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=69c27db7-4df4-4732-9a44-4d2d2ff543f8&sid=142c7f13-556e-41c3-89f5-19d1f505dbe2&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.coronavirus.vic.gov.au%2fvaccine
http://coms.macs.vic.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=69c27db7-4df4-4732-9a44-4d2d2ff543f8&sid=142c7f13-556e-41c3-89f5-19d1f505dbe2&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.coronavirus.vic.gov.au%2fvaccine
http://coms.macs.vic.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=69c27db7-4df4-4732-9a44-4d2d2ff543f8&sid=142c7f13-556e-41c3-89f5-19d1f505dbe2&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.coronavirus.vic.gov.au%2fbook-your-vaccine-appointment
http://coms.macs.vic.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=69c27db7-4df4-4732-9a44-4d2d2ff543f8&sid=142c7f13-556e-41c3-89f5-19d1f505dbe2&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.coronavirus.vic.gov.au%2fbook-your-vaccine-appointment


What is MACSSIS? 

 

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Improvement Surveys is a suite of internationally 

validated and research-based survey tools that collect a school communities perceptions. These 

surveys create useful perception data from students in Year 4 to Year 12, teachers and non-

teaching staff and families as invited by schools. 

Please watch the MACSSIS video via the link below the learn more: 

https://video.link/w/UoP8c 

The MACSSIS family survey is open between Thursday 7th October and 

Thursday 28th October 

Once the data creation window closes, schools will be able to access their MACSSIS data. These 

faster processing times means that schools can learn from their students, families and staff 

quicker and triangulate MACSSIS with current information about student learning, school 

processes and current demographic data. 

How will students, families and staff access MACSSIS? 

Each participating school has a MACSSIS coordinator who will organise access to the school’s 

unique MACSSIS online portal.  Coordinators will work with school leaders to provide time for 

students to access their survey with teachers on hand for supervision and support.  For our 

students it is important for them to know that MACSSIS is not a test, your school wants to know 

what you think and what you feel can be improved. 

Coordinators will also organise for families to access surveys. 

MACSSIS is about a school’s individual improvement not appraisal or school rankings. 

MACSSIS is 100% online.  Is it secure? 

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) has 

partnered with ORIMA Research to provide each school with 

its own safe and private portal.  MACSSIS coordinators have 

been nominated by their Principals to distribute encrypted 

logins and passwords.  All data that is collected in the portal 

is completely confidential and stored in data warehouses 

located in Australia.  MACSSIS is a click only survey.  There 

are no open-ended questions and it is impossible to identify 

anyone’s responses. 

Next term we will invite all our families to participate.  There 

will be more information at the beginning of Term 4. 

https://video.link/w/UoP8c


Students taking Responsibility and using Initiative! 

Cosette and Mia have continued to assist in keeping our 

grounds clean and beautiful. Thank you girls for taking the 

responsibility to be pro-active in your endeavour! They have 

many keen helpers joining them and our outdoor areas are 

looking neat and inviting.  

Lost Property 

Please check the lost property basket which we have placed 

outside the front office if you are missing any items. The basket 

is full of garments and tupperware all in good order. 

Mango Fundraiser 

Given how popular our Mango Fundraiser was last year we will run it 

again next term. We are looking forward to some delicious trays of 

Mangoes. Look out for how to order in the Operoo early Term 4. 

School Crossing Progress 

We have had notification from council that there will be a speed hump put across Brooke St close 
to where it intersects with Templeton St. Mike Boudrie and Geoff Martin have been working in the 
background to prompt action to improve road crossing safety near St Ambrose. However, our 
funding requests for crossings of Templeton and Urquhart Streets were rejected, as were requests 
for signage changes closer to our school across Anslow or Urquhart Streets. We ask that you 
continue sending council emails and if you see any near miss incidents or dangerous situations 
that you email me and council to let them know - jpearce@mrsc.vic.gov.au (Councillor) 
grandhawa@mrsc.vic.gov.au (Director of Assets and Operations). 

mailto:jpearce@mrsc.vic.gov.au
mailto:grandhawa@mrsc.vic.gov.au


Melbourne Zoo ‘Wild Explorers’ 

Your children may have shared what they 

learned from our very engaging online zoo 

incursion. Many creatures were introduced 

along with interesting facts shared! 

 
Send it to Milingimbi Update  
(by Bronte Meyer) 
 

The Social Justice team has been 
working on a project called Send It to 
Milingimbi. At the beginning of term three, we sent 150kg or 30 bags of clothes and 
toiletries to Milingimbi. 
 

Mrs Meyer received a very kind email from the 
community engagement officer in Milingimbi, which said: 
 

The clothes have been an amazing hit and we are using 
them for children who have no clothes or come to school 
with dirty clothes and also as a reward, each time a child 
has attended school for 5 days- whether it be in a week, 
month or a term, 5 day attendance gets them a new 
outfit and they love it!! 
 

A HUGE thank you as the clothes and the other items 
are simply amazing and put the most beautiful smiles on 
the faces of the people in the community. 
 

These clothes were used to encourage kids in Milingimbi 
to come to school. It was really great to see the St. 
Ambrose community come together with so many donations, and we are still looking for 
more to continue our project! 
 

Over the holidays as you’re searching for an outfit, you may find your summer clothes no 
longer fit.  Please collect them together and, when you get back to school in term 4, you 
can put your clothes in the Milingimbi box near the 5/6 classrooms.  The Social Justice 
team will collect the clothes, weigh and bag them, then send them to Milingimbi.  We would 
love to have a huge collection of donations to send in time for Christmas.   
 

Thank you to everyone at St Ambrose for helping the children of 
Milingimbi get to school. It is making a big difference.   
 

Written by Bronte Meyer, Social Justice Team  

 

School Uniform Term 4 
 
Students may wear their full summer uniform if they wish from the beginning of term 4. As in 
previous years we will allow a two week cross over period for those who would prefer to wear their 
winter uniform until the weather is warmer. 



Junior PE 

                  Our junior students ruling the school! 

Around our Virtual & On-Site 
Classrooms  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jessica and Scarlett (P/1R) spent a lot of time creating their very own 

zoo! 

 
Charlotte’s (3/4F) inspiration for her poem about Sophie Spoon, Millie Marker and Ted Tape. 



 
Sid, Will, Ayden & Austin 

 
 

Chiara's (3/4P) perimeter and area work using her initials. 

Elijah's & Joseph's Minecraft woodworking display  

they made with their Dad this week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Seth's (3/4P) 9 letter word puzzle solution. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Angus’ figurative language (3/4F). 



      2O & 2V were very excited to test out the 

strength of their bridge building. 

John's (3/4C) design of a 

device that would've been helpful for an 1800s explorer. 

Kai’s jar (3/4F) 

 

 

P/1RD 

  



End of Term Pick up Times 
 
To assist you with forward planning, we set our end of term pick up times to be the same as 
Woodend Primary School. This means that we are also in sync with the bus times.  
FYI term 1, 2 & 3 pick up is at 2.30 pm and term 4 is at 1.30 pm.  

 
Happy Birthday 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Eckhart Tolle’s wisdom shared in his book, “Stillness Speaks” has given me perspectives that 
have assisted me to make the most out of each 
day.  I find that when I remain fully present the 
holidays seem longer!  Following Mary’s 
example, in faith, hope and love, may you all 
enjoy a rejuvenating and contented term break 
with your wonderful children. 

 

Kind regards, 

Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal 

 

School Uniform – Stock clearance 
A MASSIVE – 40% of all current stock – summer & winter items! 
As you know, we are in the process of out-sourcing our uniform shop to Hip Pocket. We still have 

a number of uniform items available at school and our aim is to clear it all by the end of this year. If 

you are quick to order you can secure a bargain! We are offering 40% off all current stock! Sizes 

are limited so be sure to order promptly. Once our stock is sold items will be ordered in from Hip 

Pocket and sold for RRP. You can order via CDF online. Sale items are already reduced so prices 

are as marked. Please note if items are not marked down 40% this means that we are out of stock 

and have to order them in for you and therefore you will be charged the RRP. 

Orders can be placed online - https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/MonitorOnline/app/#/login 

17 September  Molly M 
   Poppy O 
18 September  Tahlia J 
19 September  Deon S 
22 September  Augie L 
23 September  Madi Y 
   Joseph M 
   Seb B 
24 September  James B 
28 September  Mia W 
1 October  Ryan K 
   Caleb S 
   John P 



This Week’s Classroom Feature: Year Prep/One R-D 

A snapshot of this week in P/1RD 
 

 
It has been really great to be back at school this week.  
 
We began the week with a very exciting and enjoyable zoo zoom with zoologist Chris Humfrey! He 
is very knowledgeable and engaging. We were all captivated by his amazing zoo animals and the 
many interesting facts that he shared.  
 
In Literacy, we continued enjoying and learning about rhyming words while reading the Dr Seuss 
book One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish. We have also been learning about syllables; 
breaking words into sound parts and learning that each syllable has a vowel sound.  
 

In Maths we have been learning about Chance and Data. We have discussed the concept of 
chance and the words that we use relating to the chance of events happening ie. likely, maybe, 
unlikely. The students have had lots of hands-on experience with games and activities involving 
chance and recording their data.  

 

     
 
   
 
   



  



 

 

 

 



   



 

 

 

  



Community News 

 

 


