
NEWSLETTER NO.  1  WEEK 1  TERM 4  FRIDAY 8 T H  OCTOBER ,  2021 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in 

Learning 

Friday 15 October 2021 Bike Ed in PE (Gr 3-6) 

Wednesday 20 October 2021 Grade 5 Leadership Night 7-8pm 

Friday 22 October 2021 Bike Ed in PE (Gr 3-6) 

Monday 1 November 2021 School closure day – Report writing 

Tuesday 2 November 2021 Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Wednesday 3 November 2021 Grade 4 Camp Adekate 

2022 Prep Orientation Session 1 – 9-10am 

Thursday 4 November 2021 Grade 4 Camp Adekate 

Friday 5 November 2021 Grade 4 Camp Adekate 

Bike Ed in PE (Gr 3-6) 

Wednesday 10 November 2021 2022 Prep Orientation Session 2 – 9-10am 

Thursday 11 November 2021 Remembrance Day 

Braemar Testing Day – Yr 7 2022 

Friday 12 November 2021 Bike Ed in PE (Gr 3-6) 

Tuesday 16 November 2021 SHC Transition Day – Yr 7 2022 

Wednesday 17 November 2021 2022 Prep Orientation Session 3 – 9-10am 

Wednesday 24 November 2021 School Production – 6pm 

Thursday 25 November 2021 School Production – 6pm 

Monday 6 December 2021 School Production Back Up Date 

Braemar Orientation Day – Yr 7 2022 

Tuesday 7 December 2021 School Production Back Up Date 

St Ambrose Feast Day 

2022 Prep Orientation Session 4 – 9-11am 

Student Orientation Grades 1-6 – 9-11am 

Friday 10 December 2021 Celebration of St Ambrose Feast Day – Family Mass & Twilight Picnic 

Monday 13 December 2021 Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Tuesday 14 December 2021 Last day of Term 4 – dismissal 1.30pm 

Wednesday 15 December 2021 Numeracy Testing 

Thursday 16 December 2021 Numeracy Testing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Families, Friends and Parishioners,  

Monday was the feast of St Francis of Assisi and the 

end of the Season of Creation Month.  Below is a 

youtube video link with the prayer of St Francis that you 

may like to enjoy as a family. Indeed the words of St 

Francis can offer solace, grounding and calm during 

these challenging times. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mpmqjI3BMz0 

This week we also celebrated World Teacher’s Day and on this day our wonderful teacher’s did 

what they do each day; they engaged with their students to support them to learn and grow.   

The theme of World Teacher's Day 2021 was, 'Teachers at the Heart of Education Recovery.' 
The theme recognises teachers for their tireless efforts to keep teaching even during hardships 
like the current COVID-19 pandemic. 

Each year this prompts me to reflect on what are the important attributes of a teacher. The 

following thoughts were recently shared in a recent edition of Catholic Education Today which 

encapsulates aspects of what it means to be a teacher.  

What makes a good Catholic educator?  

In my opinion, a good Catholic educator 

creates a safe and welcoming learning 

environment to support their students’ 

social and emotional learning. Nurturing the 

learner’s growth will make a difference in 

their learning, health and wellbeing. 

My favourite part about working at a 

Catholic school is … 

Being able to teach God and Jesus’ 

attributes, as well as witnessing these 

characteristics within a Catholic school. 

Another aspect I enjoy is having a 

supportive leadership team, as they foster a 

culture of growth and ‘learning together’ to 

enable all teachers and students to flourish. 

I have also loved the inclusiveness between families, the parish and the wider community, and 

incorporating them into our learning experiences to achieve positive outcomes for each student. 

What challenges have you faced in your teaching career so far? 

The last two years have been particularly challenging for all teachers alike. The most valuable 

lesson I took was the importance of students’ social and emotional learning. The significance of 

building resilience and competence in learners creates a sense of belonging – whether it is in the 

classroom or a remote learning environment. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mpmqjI3BMz0


Despite the challenges faced, it has been 

incredibly rewarding to collaborate with parents 

as partners of the school in supporting their 

child’s education, as this will potentially have a 

long-lasting, positive impact on student 

outcomes. 

What advice would you give to future 

teachers?  

Teaching is persistence, perseverance and 

passion. When you learn something new, you 

may not always get it right the first time. Just remember teachers are lifelong learners too. With 

that in mind, we need to have a growth mindset and a positive attitude to improve. 

Teacher wellbeing is also fundamental for the wellbeing of 

the whole class, student engagement and academic 

success. It is important to be able to manage a healthy 

work–life balance, practise mindfulness and be confident in 

yourself. 

As teachers, we need to continuously reflect and question 

our teaching practice in order to provide effective learning 

opportunities and create a pathway to the success of the 

student outcome. So, embrace challenges and always 

remember to be you! 

This article originally appeared in the Term 3 edition 

of Catholic Education Today. 

 

 

 

Tempered with good humour, a passion for making a positive difference in children’s lives, a 

strong work ethic, enthusiasm  and a willingness to work as a team to learn, grow and strive for 

continued improvement we make a powerful team here at St Ambrose. Thank you to all of our 

dedicated teachers. Your work is a vocation which is life changing for all those under your 

guidance. 

 

https://www.macs.vic.edu.au/News-Events/Catholic-Education-Today.aspx


St Ambrose Parish School 

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Expressions of Interest 

At the request of Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS) board, 
our governing body, St Ambrose Parish School is establishing a School 
Advisory Council to support the Principal, Parish Priest and leadership team of 
the school. 

No particular expertise is required except a desire to represent and give voice 
to the parent body in advising the principal about important matters 
particularly related to the school’s ongoing desire to provide the best possible 
education for our children. 

Therefore we are calling on you to express your interest in being part of the 
School Advisory Council. If you are a member of the parish or have children in 
the school, and wish to be part of this exciting development in our school, we 
would welcome your application in writing to Bronwyn Phillips 
(bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au) by 30th October 2021. 

 

I have shared information over this year about our SAC and have been pleased to receive two 

expressions of interest. If you are interested please email or phone me. I look forward to receiving 

further enquiries. 

3-6 Students Return to School & Mask Wearing 

We are thrilled that we will be welcoming our seniors back onsite from next week even if on a part 

time basis. 

As per my letter sent out last Friday from October 12th: 

 Years 3-4 will attend classes on site on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 

 Years 5-6 will attend classes onsite on Thursdays and Fridays 

Year 3-4 will complete their specialist tasks as per the regular timetable on Fridays. Year 3-4 class 

teachers will have their planning time on this day. Year 5-6 students will complete their specialist 

tasks on Wednesday while their class teachers have their planning time. This will then mean that 

Brenda and Amanda will be face to face teaching on Friday when the Year 5-6 students are 

onsite. 

All students from Years 3-6 now need to wear a face mask at school. We are yet to receive 

the details of this latest directive, ie if there is room for exemptions. I will communicate 

further details with you when I have them on Monday. Any student who wishes to wear a 

mask can however it is only mandated for Years 3-6. All adults must wear a mask at all 

times whilst onsite. Teachers can take them off if in the act of teaching and unable to get 

their message across. 

Whilst our school can remain open, we must continue to be vigilant and follow the health advice 

we have received about hygiene and social distancing. It is important that we continue to adhere 



to the guidelines for returning to school as shared with you last term. Drop off and pick up 

procedures will remain the same. We ask that you (adults) do not come onsite unless prearranged 

with us and only if absolutely necessary. Please note the following new government regulations:  

• All adults working with children are now required to be vaccinated by October 28th unless you 

qualify for an exemption which can only be recommended by your doctor.  

• If/when we resume our parent helper program all parent helpers need to be vaccinated. Our 

office will also need a copy of your vaccination certificate.  

• We will limit the mixing of classes indoors and allow a cross breeze by opening internal doors 

and external windows.  

• We are fitting the classrooms with air purifiers provided by the government. These should 

arrive in the next couple of weeks.  

• We have had our new shade sails erected which will allow further options for children to have 

some of their classes outside.  

• We continue to follow a daily cleaning and sanitising schedule. Sanitiser is provided in all 

classrooms and toilet areas. Children will still be supported with sanitising routines throughout 

the day.  

Although we continue to need to adhere to mandates to keep our school Covid safe I want to 

assure you that we, as a committed staff of St Ambrose also intend to embrace what is and work 

hard to make this term a productive and positive one for our students.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.  

What to do if you have been at an Exposure Site 

As you know we have had several Tier 1 sites named here in the Macedon Ranges. This reminds 

us that we need to continue to comply with Covid safe procedures. Indeed by now we have 

become very familiar with the practices of Covid safety. Any time we leave our homes we have 

most likely come close to being in contact with someone with the virus or who has been near 

someone who has it. There will be more and more incidences of close contact during this wave. 

This is our current reality, so together we remain calm and diligent making sure that we sign in or 

QR code whenever we visit a public place.  

If you find that you have been in a Tier 1 exposure site: 

If you have signed in or QR coded the Department of Health will notify you and advise of testing 

and isolation requirements. 

If you didn’t sign in at the site, notify DHS using the ‘Self Reporting Form’ (refer to the link below) 

on their website. 
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=H2DgwKwPnESciKEExOufKBvxQdsaletJlIlnaHthTv

VUNDA2MjBUMzJJVFgwQ0hQNkdGOERMUUxXRC4u 

Upon receipt of this information DHS will contact you to advise on testing and isolation 
requirements i.e. dates.  

 

 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=H2DgwKwPnESciKEExOufKBvxQdsaletJlIlnaHthTvVUNDA2MjBUMzJJVFgwQ0hQNkdGOERMUUxXRC4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=H2DgwKwPnESciKEExOufKBvxQdsaletJlIlnaHthTvVUNDA2MjBUMzJJVFgwQ0hQNkdGOERMUUxXRC4u


In the short term: 

1. Isolate and wait for direction from DHS. 

2. Notify St Ambrose Parish School and any close contacts. 
3. If required to isolate contact your child’s class teacher to organise some home learning tasks. 

Vaccination Covid-19  

As part of the Covid-19 vaccination rollout, from Monday 13 September, all Victorians aged 12 and 
older were eligible to book and receive a Covid-19 vaccine at a state vaccination centre, a 
Commonwealth vaccination centre, or through a GP clinic, pharmacy or community health service. 

Vaccination bookings for students should be made by following the instructions on the Coronavirus 
Victoria website. Vaccination is not mandatory for students however all adults who are working 
onsite with our children or who need to enter the building beyond the front office are mandated to 
be vaccinated unless you qualify for an exemption. The requirement is that the first vaccination is 
administered before or by October 28th. We are required to keep a copy of vaccination certificates 
for staff and parent helpers on file. We thank you in anticipation of your co-operation. 

Staffing 2022 

Mrs. Margaret Flett and Mrs. Maree Thomas are taking their well earned long service leave next 

year which we hope that they truly enjoy. This means that we will have positions to fill therefore we 

are currently advertising for dynamic classroom teachers to join our team in 2022. Applications 

close on today which means that we will be interviewing in the next couple of weeks.  

Students are Proud of their Progress 

Pictured standing proudly are Varli, Jorel, Arthur and Hunter after experiencing success in the 

classroom. We congratulate them on their super efforts! 

 

 

http://coms.macs.vic.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=69c27db7-4df4-4732-9a44-4d2d2ff543f8&sid=142c7f13-556e-41c3-89f5-19d1f505dbe2&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.coronavirus.vic.gov.au%2fvaccine
http://coms.macs.vic.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=69c27db7-4df4-4732-9a44-4d2d2ff543f8&sid=142c7f13-556e-41c3-89f5-19d1f505dbe2&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.coronavirus.vic.gov.au%2fbook-your-vaccine-appointment
http://coms.macs.vic.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=69c27db7-4df4-4732-9a44-4d2d2ff543f8&sid=142c7f13-556e-41c3-89f5-19d1f505dbe2&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.coronavirus.vic.gov.au%2fbook-your-vaccine-appointment


Uniform 

As the weather gets warmer our children will feel comfortable in their summer uniforms. Given we 

need to open external windows to allow for ventilation we understand if students need to wear 

their winter unifom if it is cold.We will therefore extend the period so that students may wear their 

winter uniform up until November should they choose to. Some of the mornings are still very frosty 

and some of our children have been feeling cold. Make sure that a jumper and coat is packed on 

these days. As per our uniform poicy we ask that you ensure that your children come to school 

dressed in the correct school uniform. 

CEMSIS is now named MACSSIS 

 

As part of compliance, our schools regularly engage with and gather feedback from their 

communities.  Schools use this information along with multiple measures of other data types to 

determine the What? How? When? and Who? will work to improve our schools. 

What is MACSSIS? 

 

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Improvement Surveys is a suite of internationally 

validated and research-based survey tools that collect a school communities perceptions. These 

surveys create useful perception data from students in Year 4 to Year 12, teachers and non-

teaching staff and families as invited by schools. 

Please watch the MACSSIS video via the link below the learn more: 

https://video.link/w/UoP8c 

https://video.link/w/UoP8c


 

 

When is CEMSIS? 

NOW!!!  The MACSSIS family survey is open between Thursday 

7th October and Thursday 28th October 

Once the data creation window closes, schools will be able to access their MACSSIS data. These 

faster processing times means that schools can learn from their students, families and staff 

quicker and triangulate MACSSIS with current information about student learning, school 

processes and current demographic data. 

How will students, families and staff access MACSSIS? 

Each participating school has a MACSSIS coordinator who will organise access to the school’s 

unique MACSSIS online portal.  Coordinators will work with school leaders to provide time for 

students to access their survey with teachers on hand for supervision and support.  For our 

students it is important for them to know that MACSSIS is not a test, your school wants to know 

what you think and what you feel can be improved. 

Coordinators will also organise for families to access surveys. 

MACSSIS is about a school’s individual improvement not appraisal or school rankings. 

MACSSIS is 100% online.  Is it secure? 



Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) has partnered with ORIMA Research to provide 

each school with its own safe and private portal.  MACSSIS coordinators have been nominated by 

their Principals to distribute encrypted logins and passwords.  All data that is collected in the portal 

is completely confidential and stored in data warehouses located in Australia.  MACSSIS is a click 

only survey.  There are no open-ended questions and it is impossible to identify anyone’s 

responses. 

Please note: Next week unique PINs will be sent out, via email, to 

each of our families so that everyone has an opportunity to 

contribute to our school improvement. 

Lost Property 

Please check the lost property basket which we have placed outside the front office if you are 

missing any items. The basket is full of garments and tupperware all in good order. 

Mango Fundraiser 

You can now place your order for a box of delicious juicy mangoes 

through CDFpay - Order here.  Details have been sent via Operoo.  

School Uniform – Stock clearance 

A MASSIVE – 40% of all current stock – summer & winter items! 
As you know, we are in the process of out-sourcing our uniform shop to Hip Pocket. We still have 

a number of uniform items available at school and our aim is to clear it all by the end of this year. If 

you are quick to order you can secure a bargain! We are offering 40% off all current stock! Sizes 

are limited so be sure to order promptly. Once our stock is sold items will be ordered in from Hip 

Pocket and sold for RRP. You can order via CDF online. Sale items are already reduced so prices 

are as marked. Please note if items are not marked down 40% this means that we are out of stock 

and have to order them in for you and therefore you will be charged the RRP. 

Orders can be placed online here. 

https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/MonitorOnline/app/%23/login
https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/MonitorOnline/app/%23/login


School Crossing Progress 

We have had notification from council that there will be a speed hump put across Brooke St close 
to where it intersects with Templeton St. Mike Boudrie and Geoff Martin have been working in the 
background to prompt action to improve road crossing safety near St Ambrose. However, our 
funding requests for crossings of Templeton and Urquhart Streets were rejected, as were requests 
for signage changes closer to our school across Anslow or Urquhart Streets. We ask that you 
continue sending council emails and if you see any near miss incidents or dangerous situations 
that you email me and council to let them know - jpearce@mrsc.vic.gov.au (Councillor) 
grandhawa@mrsc.vic.gov.au (Director of Assets and Operations). 
 

 

Around our Virtual & On-Site Classrooms  

     
Nicholas’ bee feeder (3/4F)                            Alessio’s St Francis of Assisi bird feeder (3/4C) 

                                                                      Limericks from 2O  

There once was a chicken named Xavier 
He needed to improve his naughty behaviour 
He wanted to be good 

Like everyone should 

So he became the class saviour. 

There was a girl named Amelia Grace 

She ran an unspeakable pace in a race 

She ran so far 

She touched a star 

And then she fell on her face. 

mailto:jpearce@mrsc.vic.gov.au
mailto:grandhawa@mrsc.vic.gov.au


 

 
Will C (5/6M)           Ethan’s poetry illustration      Seth’s crazy COVID hair 
 

 

 

           Audrey & Maeve (3/4C) 

 

 

 

We haven’t built a new bird feeder or bee house but we did fix the dovecote Dad had built for 
Granny the other day. We have 4 bee houses in our garden and many places for birds to eat & 
drink. 

My favourite day to go to church every year was always the St Francis day service. Our minister 
would bless our pets. We have taken cats, rabbits, dogs, guinea pigs, chickens & a lamb. They 
weren’t always well behaved. Someone took a box of snails once. All creatures are precious. 

We visited Isola Maggiore where St Francis stayed and his first miracle with animals happened. It 
was peaceful. It’s one of my Mum’s favourite places. We sat in his chapel and followed a special 
trail about him. 

 

Micah (3/4C) 

  



The best holidays ever! 
 

It was the best September School holidays ever. My family and I went to our river cabin in 
Nagambie. We went fishing and my dad caught a big fish. Dad was so excited because he has not 
caught a fish in so long. We let the fish go because it is a protected species, a Murray Cod. 
 

The next day my family went on a boat trip down the Goulburn River to a market at a winery called 
Tahbilk. It was a nice sunny day there, and we had a yummy picnic in the sun in the winery’s 
orchard. We went down into the cellar at the winery, which is over 100 years old. It was dark and 
dingy and smelt like old rotten grapes. 
 

After that, we went back home to Woodend for a few days, then we went to Anglesea for some 
time at the beach. In Anglesea we spent some time with my friend Sophie H, her sister Paige and 
her Mum. They took me to mini golf in Aireys Inlet. It was so good and I had some good hits. At 
the end, Sophie’s Mum added up the scores, and Sophie H came first, I came second and Paige 
got third place. Afterwards Sophie’s Mum got us an ice cream. It was so cool, I had a blast.  
 

Sophie H, Paige, Poppy and I also did a Junior Chocolatier's class at the Anglesea chocolate 
factory and we made three different chocolate creations. It was awesome and we even got a 
certificate and master chef aprons and hats. I highly recommend this activity to other children. 
 

I absolutely loved my school holidays.  
 

Sophie O (3/4P) 
 

Happy Birthday 

 
 

 
Kind regards, 
 
Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal 

 

 

 

  

5 October  Lewis L 
6 October  Finlay M 
7 October  Sofia M 
   Safara K 
9 October  Eva P 
11 October  Saila H 
13 October  Orlando L 
14 October  Matthew M 



Library Books Missing Please search at home for them 
 
There are many St Ambrose library books that have been borrowed and not returned. You will 
know if they are ours because they have a barcode on the back which has St Ambrose Woodend 
written on it. 
 
As many as 1000 books (fiction, non-fiction, picture storybooks, and novels) have not been 
returned: it amounts to a huge number of books and a huge amount of monetary outlay to re-
purchase the lost stock. (The picture storybooks average $20 each - you can do the Maths). 
Please would all students search at home for books they borrowed and return them to the library, 
so others can enjoy reading them. 
 
I ask that a thorough search of homes, including under beds, in bookshelves, and in cupboards be 
made to locate all the missing books. Everyone gains if the books are found and returned. There is 
a trolley inside the library where students can place the book/s they find at home. 
 
The school thanks parents and carers for helping their children search for books; it will certainly 
help our library look less forlorn and empty and allow all children to widen their reading 
experience. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Jennifer Boldiston 
Literacy Leader 
St Ambrose Woodend 
  

mailto:jennifer.boldiston@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


 

 

 

 
We have been blessed with some fantastic weather this week.  

So we decided to take some of our learning outdoors. 

In maths we have been learning about patterns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here you can find a video of Rex and Patrick explaining their pattern: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14y3jdTJeiOiBgJwiMdaQ4KKckYFS5VcW/view?usp=sharing  

 

               We have also begun to look at what it means to be Catholic. 
We reflected on places 

that we could talk to 

God. We went to our 

lovely Garden to find a 

quiet and beautiful place 

to feel connected to 

God. 

 

Click here to see us 

doing another way to feel connected to God. Singing a song of praise for Morning prayer! 

Prep/One O 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14y3jdTJeiOiBgJwiMdaQ4KKckYFS5VcW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Zf0wgGoQXm6rITu9NcSZhhWRnVbbh0u/view?usp=sharing


 

 

Spring is a time of new growth and a time of new beginnings. Plants and trees wake from their slumber and 

new buds sprout and flowers blossom.  The weather begins to warm.  Days become brighter.  Spring is a 

time for regrowth.  As in the Seasons for Growth program, we are reminded there are opportunities to learn 

new skills to help us adapt to the change and loss experienced as we navigate life’s journey. 

Spring clean your mind.  Traditionally ‘spring cleaning’ is associated with decluttering our physical space 

but let’s also consider the importance of ‘spring cleaning’ for the mind.  Mental health relates to our 

psychological and emotional wellbeing and impacts our ability to cope with stress, connect with others, and 

make good choices.  Learning to prioritise our own mental health and self-care can help us navigate the 

changes and uncertainties we experience. 

October is Mental Health month, with one of the themes being, ‘Tuning in means being present’.  To 

support you feeling present and connected we encourage you to pause and using your five senses, 

mindfully notice the colours and shapes, sounds, smells, flavours and textures surrounding you.  Being 

mindful of your thoughts and emotions can support your wellbeing.  Please see the attached to this 

newsletter a Seasons for Growth Activity – Mindfulness for Children and Young People. 

 

The experience of COVID-19 has been shared for communities across the world, however the impact will 

be unique to an individual, family and community.  For tips on supporting children and young people to 

manage transitions there is an easy-to-read factsheet also attached to this newsletter – Seasons for 

Growth: A Guide To Self-Care & Wellbeing During Times of Uncertainty. 

Debbie Geisler  - Companion, Seasons for Growth Program for Young People 

 



  



  



  



 

 

 

 



 



FAMILYFAITH &

https://tinyurl.com/y44p5rlq


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Please put the new production dates into your calendar.  We are hopeful the 

roadmap will allow us to have parents on site to watch the performances.  

 We are working closely with teachers to make the most of our rehearsal time during the 

return to school. In the meantime, our senior students will have singing tasks to practice at 

home, which happens to be the safest place to practice right now.  Please support them by 

providing a place to rehearse and encourage them to email Mrs. Meyer for tips on any 

challenges they may be having.  

 

If you happen to have any costumes or props at home that you are putting together or 

taking apart, please drop them into the office by Wednesday 15th October or get in touch 

with Mrs. Meyer to let her know how you are getting along.   

Thanks for everything you have done so far.  We’re looking forward to celebrating the 

children’s learning with you all… in song form! 

eloise.meyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au  

mailto:eloise.meyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au
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