
NEWSLETTER NO.  1  WEEK 2  TERM 4  FRIDAY 15 T H  OCTOBER ,  2021 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in 

Learning 

Wednesday 20 October 2021 Grade 5 Leadership Night 7-8pm 

Friday 22 October 2021 Bike Ed in PE (Gr 3-6) 

Thursday 26th October All students & staff back onsite! 

Wednesday 27th October BOOK WEEK PARADE 

Monday 1 November 2021 School closure day – Report writing 

Tuesday 2 November 2021 Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Wednesday 3 November 2021 Grade 4 Camp Adekate 

2022 Prep Orientation Session 1 – 9-10am 

Thursday 4 November 2021 Grade 4 Camp Adekate 

Friday 5 November 2021 Grade 4 Camp Adekate 

Bike Ed in PE (Gr 3-6) 

Wednesday 10 November 2021 2022 Prep Orientation Session 2 – 9-10am 

Thursday 11 November 2021 Remembrance Day 

Braemar Testing Day – Yr 7 2022 

Friday 12 November 2021 Bike Ed in PE (Gr 3-6) 

Tuesday 16 November 2021 SHC Transition Day – Yr 7 2022 

Wednesday 17 November 2021 2022 Prep Orientation Session 3 – 9-10am 

Wednesday 24 November 2021 School Production – 6pm 

Thursday 25 November 2021 School Production – 6pm 

Monday 6 December 2021 School Production Back Up Date 

Braemar Orientation Day – Yr 7 2022 

Tuesday 7 December 2021 School Production Back Up Date 

St Ambrose Feast Day 

2022 Prep Orientation Session 4 – 9-11am 

Student Orientation Grades 1-6 – 9-11am 

Friday 10 December 2021 Celebration of St Ambrose Feast Day – Family Mass & Twilight Picnic 

Monday 13 December 2021 Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Tuesday 14 December 2021 Last day of Term 4 – dismissal 1.30pm 

Wednesday 15 December 2021 Numeracy Testing 

Thursday 16 December 2021 Numeracy Testing 

We would like to acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of this land and pay our respects 

to Elders both past, present and future.  



Dear Families, Friends and Parishioners,  

As the repercussions of the pandemic continue to challenge us, I have been both delighted & proud to 

see your children’s continuing growth, development & resilience, in spite of the year we have all 

experienced. This week enabled the added joy of seeing our year 3-6 students face to face again.  

Teachers have commented particularly on the children’s calm & confident settling back into school 

routines and learning. I too have seen this as I have visited classrooms and wandered in the play 

areas at break times. Your children look happy and settled.  

I am so thankful for our staff team; they have managed to continue their tireless work throughout and 

in spite of the significant impact to learning & teaching over these past eighteen months.   

To you, our parents & guardians, I cannot express enough my thanks to you all for the amazing job 

you have done, in taking on the responsibility of supervising & supporting your children’s learning at 

home. I have no doubt having your children at home is both reassuring & challenging in these worrying 

times. This week you have again adapted and responded to the further requirement of preparing your 

children to wear a mask to school. Our children have made this transition remarkably well, again, 

collectively being prepared to do what we can for the common good.  

We are feeling positive that soon our children will all be back together on campus. Although we are 

currently navigating our way through what for us could be the most difficult period of this pandemic, we 

are hopeful that in the coming months you will have the opportunity to reclaim your home space and 

return to close-to-normal home routines.  

Our collective experiences of 2020 & 2021 have proven to me that we are part of a strong, supportive 

and standout community, and for this I am incredibly grateful and feel deeply privileged to be part of. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A TV Star is in our Midst. Tune in to watch Felix in his Television Debut! 
 
Our own student Felix’s TV debut is airing this weekend. Felix is playing the role of Ethan in 
episode four of Fires alongside Sam Worthington and Eliza Scanlan. I will be sure not to miss this 
episode! 
 

 
 
        Felix with director Kim Mordaunt  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Students Serving Others. Congratulations Archer! 

 

What a fine effort Archer. You kindness will be much appreciated by the AAAF and those who 

benefit. 

 

  

 

 



From our School Captains  

Hi everyone, Fiachra H here, your school captain. I hope you're all excited 
to be back at school because I know I sure am! I can’t wait to see 
everyone.  Something that is happening this term to look forward to is 
finding out your new classes for 2022, the end of year awards and the 
production is hopefully going forward this term which is long awaited and is 
going to be fantastic. I’ll see you at school. Bye! 

 

MSL Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vaccination Mandates 

All staff and adults coming beyond the front desk need a 1st dose no later than October 18th, & 2nd 
dose no later than November 29th. This means any parent helpers must get vaccinated if you wish 
to continue in this role. 
Please email Justine your certificate. I ask that anyone who cannot comply with this requirement 
needs to email me. 



Face Masks from the CECV Guidelines FYI: 

 

Everyone should consider their health before they start work or attend school and ensure that they are free 

from coronavirus symptoms and have not have contact in the past 14 days with a person confirmed to have 

coronavirus or a person suspected to have coronavirus.  

It is important that any student (or staff member) who becomes unwell with COVID-19 symptoms while at 

school gets tested and returns home.  

The symptoms to watch out for are:  

• loss or change in sense of smell or taste  

• fever  

• chills or sweats  

• cough  

• sore throat  

• shortness of breath  

• runny nose  

Some people may also experience headache, muscle soreness, stuffy nose, nausea, vomiting and 

diarrhoea. Staff or students experiencing COVID-19 symptoms should be advised to get tested and stay 

home until they receive a test result. Staff and students are not required to present a medical certificate 

stating they are fit to return to an education setting after a period of illness, however staff and students 

should not return until symptoms resolve. If they have been tested for COVID-19, they must also wait for a 

negative test result.  



Covid Safety from the CECV Guidelines FYI: 

  



A combination of 

strategies is 

required to 

minimise 

transmission risk. 

No single strategy 

completely reduces 

risk and not every 

measure will be 

possible in all 

educational 

settings. Where 

some controls are 

not feasible, others 

should be 

enhanced. 

Strategies should 

also be adjusted 

over time in line with the changing risk of transmission in the community. One of these strategies 

is the recent directive for children in primary schools to wear masks. Children in Years 3-6 need to 

wear masks unless they have an exemption. Year P-2 students may also wear masks if they can 

manage them. Again I congratulate our children and their families for doing what they can to 

minimise the risk for us all. We are very proud of our children and how they have adapted to 

wearing their masks and regularly sanitising.  

 

 

St Ambrose Parish School 

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Expressions of Interest 

At the request of Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS) board, 
our governing body, St Ambrose Parish School is establishing a School 
Advisory Council to support the Principal, Parish Priest and leadership team of 
the school. 

No particular expertise is required except a desire to represent and give voice 
to the parent body in advising the principal about important matters 
particularly related to the school’s ongoing desire to provide the best possible 
education for our children. 

Therefore we are calling on you to express your interest in being part of the 
School Advisory Council. If you are a member of the parish or have children in 
the school, and wish to be part of this exciting development in our school, we 
would welcome your application in writing to Bronwyn Phillips 
(bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au) by 30th October 2021. 

 

 



Staffing 2022 

Mrs. Margaret Flett and Mrs. Maree Thomas are taking their well earned long service leave next 

year which we hope that they truly enjoy. It is fortunate that we have had a strong field of 

applicants.  

We are currently in the process of shortlisting our candidates and interviews will be conducted 

next week.  

Students are Proud of their Progress 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Uniform: Socks 

As the weather gets warmer our children will feel comfortable in 

their summer uniforms. Given we need to open external 

windows to allow for ventilation we understand if students need 

to wear their winter unifom if it is cold.We will therefore extend 

the period so that students may wear their winter uniform up until 

November should they choose to. Some of the mornings are still 

very frosty and some of our children have been feeling cold. 

Make sure that a jumper and coat is packed on these days. As 

per our uniform poicy we ask that you ensure that your children 

come to school dressed in the correct school uniform. Please 

note that from Term 1 2022 all sockwear should be navy for 

all students. 

CEMSIS is now named MACSSIS 

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Improvement Surveys is a suite of internationally 

validated and research-based survey tools that collect a school communities perceptions. These 

surveys create useful perception data from students in Year 4 to Year 12, teachers and non-

teaching staff and families as invited by schools. 

Please watch the MACSSIS video via the link below the learn more: 

https://video.link/w/UoP8c 

 

 

 

 

 

https://video.link/w/UoP8c


When is MACSSIS? 

NOW!!!  The MACSSIS family survey is now 

open between Thursday 7th October and 

Thursday 28th October 

PINs have been sent out, via email, to each 

of our families so that everyone has an 

opportunity to contribute to our school 

improvement. 

Lost Property 

Please check the lost property basket which we have placed outside the front office if you are 

missing any items. The basket is full of garments and tupperware all in good order. 

Mango Fundraiser 

Thank you for supporting our mango fundraiser. You can now place 

your order for a box of delicious juicy mangoes through CDFpay - 

order here.  Details have been sent via Operoo.  

School Uniform – Stock clearance 

A MASSIVE – 40% of all current stock – summer & winter items! 
As you know, we are in the process of out-sourcing our uniform shop to Hip Pocket. We still have 

a number of uniform items available at school and our aim is to clear it all by the end of this year. If 

you are quick to order you can secure a bargain! We are offering 40% off all current stock! Sizes 

are limited so be sure to order promptly. Once our stock is sold items will be ordered in from Hip 

Pocket and sold for RRP. You can order via CDF online. Sale items are already reduced so prices 

are as marked. Please note if items are not marked down 40% this means that we are out of stock 

and have to order them in for you and therefore you will be charged the RRP. 

Orders can be placed online - order here. 

School Crossing Progress 

We have had notification from council that there will be a speed hump 

put across Brooke St close to where it intersects with Templeton St. 

Mike Boudrie and Geoff Martin have been working in the background to 

prompt action to improve road crossing safety near St Ambrose. 

However, our funding requests for crossings of Templeton and Urquhart 

Streets were rejected, as were requests for signage changes closer to 

our school across Anslow or Urquhart Streets. We ask that you continue 

sending council emails and if you see any near miss incidents or 

dangerous situations that you email me and council to let them know 

- jpearce@mrsc.vic.gov.au (Councillor) 

grandhawa@mrsc.vic.gov.au (Director of Assets and Operations). 

 

  

https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/
https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/
mailto:jpearce@mrsc.vic.gov.au
mailto:grandhawa@mrsc.vic.gov.au


Happy Birthday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Library Books Missing Please search at home for them 
 
There are many St Ambrose library books that have been borrowed and not returned. You will know if they 
are ours because they have a barcode on the back which has St Ambrose Woodend written on it. 
 
As many as 1000 books (fiction, non-fiction, picture storybooks, and novels) have not been returned: it 
amounts to a huge number of books and a huge amount of monetary outlay to re-purchase the lost stock. 
(The picture storybooks average $20 each - you can do the Maths). Please would all students search at 
home for books they borrowed and return them to the library, so others can enjoy reading them. 
 
I ask that a thorough search of homes, including under beds, in bookshelves, and in cupboards be made to 
locate all the missing books. Everyone gains if the 
books are found and returned. There is a trolley 
inside the library where students can place the 
book/s they find at home. 
 
The school thanks parents and carers for helping 
their children search for books; it will certainly 
help our library look less forlorn and empty and 
allow all children to widen their reading 
experience. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Jennifer Boldiston, Literacy Leader 

 

15 October Zoey R-H 

17 October Ruby Rue Z W 

18 October Gus H 

  Jemima D 

19 October Spencer R 

20 October Zach H 

21 October Albert H 

mailto:jennifer.boldiston@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


Around our Virtual & On-Site Classrooms  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  

Junior Art 
Klee Cats 

Balance & Blending 
 

Jorel, & Leon (P/1TA) 
(green) 

 
Rex & Harriet (P/1O)  

(yellow) 
 

Sam and Alice (P/1R)  
(orange) 

 
2V Britto Cubism 

 
Ed (2O) Britto Cubism 



  

    

- Around the classroom in P/1TA. 
- Sofia’s baby chickens visit 2O 
- Junior PE 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Owen joining the class from home via Google Meets for morning prayer. Owen is singing and performing the actions 

to the I am They song 'Amen.' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 3/4's enjoyed playing 'Red Light Green Light' together. 

 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths, we have been learning about 
patterns and making our own patterns 
using coloured blocks, counters and icy 
pole sticks. 

 

 

Our PBL focus for this term is 
Kindness. We read The 
Kindness Quilt by Nancy 
Elizabeth Wallace, then made 
our own kindness quilt by 
drawing and writing about the 
ways we can show kindness at 
home, at school and in the 
community. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

For spelling, a big focus for us is the 
ability to identify and hear the individual 
sounds in words. This week, we 
practiced saying the words, finger 
spelling them and then we used the pop 
its as sound buttons before we wrote 
down the sounds to make the words. 
This is a great way to practice spelling 
words that you could try at home. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
As part of our Religion Unit, we are 
looking at signs, prayers and symbols 
that are uniquely Catholic. We are also 
looking at how we can connect with 
God through formal and informal prayer 
and prayer spaces. Throughout the 
term, The children will be creating our 
own personal prayer boxes, where they 
can keep special items that help them 
pray. If you have spare shoe boxes at 
home we would love it if you could 
donate them to your child’s class so we 
can get started on creating them. 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

costuming 
As per previous years, we will be supplying the main parts of costumes for our students, however there are a 

few items that we would like you to muster.  

All students:  

Singlets – we ask that students wear singlets under their costume, particularly for dress rehearsals.  

Shoes – canvas/ natural coloured shoes or runners.  Black school shoes are fine too. 

P/1 & 3/4 Classes – natural / black shorts or bike shorts to wear beneath 

costumes.  Close fitting would be better but not essential. Subtle patterns 

are fine too.  (Natural colours please eg. brown, rust, dull greens, black 

etc.)  

Grade 2 – Black shoes please.  

Grade 5/6 costumes are character specific, however most students will 

need shorts/ bike shorts beneath their costumes.  More details to follow.  

 

 

Parent Helpers 
We are still unable to have parent helpers onsite, 

however there are still many jobs being completed 

and yet to complete.  

Moana’s heart of TeFiti prop 

Would anyone like to have a go 

at making a lightweight but 

beautiful heart of TeFiti prop?  

Perhaps with Velcro back that 

can be attached onto a shell 

necklace. 

 

We need a dress for TeFiti 

We have a base dress or 

dresses to use, lots of fabric 

and foliage.  Our students 

will also be making felt 

flowers to glue onto the 

dress.  Any creative sewers 

want to try? 

 

 

Production Dates – 24-25 

Nov 
We have scheduled two performances for 6pm on 

Wednesday 24th and Thursday 25th November. All 

students will perform at both shows.  

Dress Rehearsal will be held on Monday 22nd Nov. 

Please have your child’s costumes pieces ready 

before this date (see below). 

Dance concert clash 
It has come to our attention that a local dance school has 

their annual concert scheduled on the same evening as 

our production. Unfortunately, given the year we have 

had and limited time remaining this term, it is not 

possible for us to reschedule our show to a later time.  

If your child is impacted by this clash, please let your 

child’s class teacher or Mrs. Meyer know as soon as 

possible, so that we can discuss our child’s role and 

adjust our choreography if need be.  



Community News 

 

 

 


