
NEWSLETTER NO.  3  WEEK 3  TERM 4  FRIDAY 22ND  OCTOBER ,  2021 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in 

Learning 

Wednesday 27th October BOOK WEEK PARADE 

Grade 5 Leadership Night 6pm 

Monday 1 November 2021 School closure day – Report writing 

Tuesday 2 November 2021 Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Wednesday 3 November 2021 2022 Prep Orientation Session 1 – 9-10am 

Wednesday 10 November 2021 2022 Prep Orientation Session 2 – 9-10am 

Thursday 11 November 2021 Remembrance Day 

Braemar Testing Day – Yr 7 2022 

Friday 12 November 2021 Bike Ed in PE (Gr 3-6) 

Tuesday 16 November 2021 SHC Transition Day – Yr 7 2022 

Wednesday 17 November 2021 2022 Prep Orientation Session 3 – 9-10am 

Wednesday 24 November 2021 School Production – 6pm 

Thursday 25 November 2021 School Production – 6pm 

Monday 6 December 2021 School Production Back Up Date 

Braemar Orientation Day – Yr 7 2022 

Tuesday 7 December 2021 School Production Back Up Date 

St Ambrose Feast Day 

2022 Prep Orientation Session 4 – 9-11am 

Student Orientation Grades 1-6 – 9-11am 

Friday 10 December 2021 Celebration of St Ambrose Feast Day – Family Mass & Twilight Picnic 

Monday 13 December 2021 Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Tuesday 14 December 2021 Last day of Term 4 – dismissal 1.30pm 

Wednesday 15 December 2021 Numeracy Testing 

Thursday 16 December 2021 Numeracy Testing 

We would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land and pay our respects to Elders both past, present and future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Families, Friends and Parishioners,  

Our school is once again buzzing with energy and excitement as we welcomed back all of our 

students onsite after many weeks of restrictions. Our students seem to have taken these changing 

times in their stride and although it has been challenging, our culture of a positive mindset and 

facing adversity with the view to accept what is and learn from the different opportunities that 

present has enabled growth in so many ways. Congratulations children, families and staff for all 

that you have achieved during these times! 

From what we are hearing extended and full school lockdowns are now less likely. The approach 

will now focus on targeting areas of contact tracing and responding to Covid-19 infections and 

clusters on a case by case basis. 

As a school community first and foremost, our goal is to support all students to return to onsite 
schooling as safely as possible. To keep our school safe, and reduce students catching and 
spreading COVID-19, we have put a range of measures in place based on health advice from the 
Australian and Victorian governments. These include vaccination for eligible cohorts, ventilation of 
indoor spaces, and a range of COVIDSafe measures including cleaning, regular use of hand 
sanitiser, increased use of outdoor spaces and the wearing of masks as detailed below. 

 

• Children in Years 3-6 need to wear masks unless they have an exemption. Year P-2 

students may also wear masks if they can manage them. Again I congratulate our children 

and their families for doing what they can to minimise the risk for us all. We are very proud 

of our children and how they have adapted to wearing their masks and regularly sanitising.  

• All staff, volunteers and contractors onsite must be partially or fully vaccinated in line with the 
recent Victorian CHO’s health order. That is All staff and adults coming beyond the front desk 
need a 1st dose or booked their first dose no later than October 18th, & a 2nd dose no later 
than November 29th. This means any parent helpers must get vaccinated if you wish to 
continue in this role. 

 
• everyone should consider their health before they start work or attend school and ensure 

that they are free from Coronavirus symptoms and have not have contact in the past 14 

days with a person confirmed to have Coronavirus or a person suspected to have 

Coronavirus.  

 

• we use a number of ventilation measures including opening windows and doors, eating 

outside when possible. We will also install air purifiers when we receive them. 

 

• we continue to follow our regular cleaning schedules. 

 
We expect to receive an updated 

Operational Guide by the end of today 

that will outline the latest details for 

school-based activities, events, the 

status of visitors, camps, excursions, 

etc. 

 
 
 
 

 



Congratulations Mrs. Flett and Joel on the arrival of your first grandchildren! 

Mrs. Flett’s Ivy Julie-Anne 

Hello from Emma, 

Ollie and Baby 

Maxwell 

Emma, Ollie and baby 

Maxwell are doing very 

well. Emma says a big 

HELLO! She is looking 

forward to introducing us 

to baby Maxwell (pictured 

on the right) when able. 

A TV Star is in our Midst. Congratulations 
Felix! 

Our own student Felix’s TV debut was on the ABC last 
Sunday evening.  Felix played the role of Ethan in episode four of 
Fires alongside Sam Worthington and Eliza Scanlan. He did an 
amazing job! Well done Felix! 
 
  

Our PBL is Visible! 

Our students and staff are truly taking on our behaviour 

expectations of Bee Respectful, Bee Responsible, Bee Resilient 

and Bee Kind. Pictured are Mr. Old and Mrs. Meyer making it 

visible for our students! 

 

 

 

 



School Uniform & Blankets 

As per our uniform policy we require all students to come dressed in their 

full summer or winter school uniform. This includes wearing black shoes 

unless it is their sports day. As already communicated, socks will all need to 

be navy from term 1 in 2022. Girls may still wear white socks this term if 

they wish.  

Some parents have asked if their child can bring a small blanket if it is cold. 

In the first instance we ask that students wear a jumper and their jacket. If 

they are still cold then a small blanket is ok to use as well. Students may 

continue to wear winter uniform given we are keeping windows and doors 

open. Let’s hope that the Spring sunshine continues! Summer hats must 

now be worn when playing outdoors as we are a Sunsmart school and want 

to support skin care.  

 

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL INFORMATION MEETING 

SAVE THE DATE!  Monday, 22nd November 

Thank you for those of you who have expressed an interest in forming part 

of our SAC. We will be having an information meeting about the purpose of the SAC, roles and 

responsibilities on Monday November 22nd. I will send further information out closer to the day. At 

this stage it is likely to be an online evening meeting. Your attendance is welcomed even if you 

decide not to be nominated. 

 

St Ambrose Parish School 
SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

 

Expressions of Interest 
 

At the request of Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS) board, 
our governing body, St Ambrose Parish School is establishing a School Advisory 
Council to support the Principal, Parish Priest and leadership team of the school. 

No particular expertise is required except a desire to represent and give voice 
to the parent body in advising the principal about important matters 
particularly related to the school’s ongoing desire to provide the best possible 
education for our children. 
 

Therefore we are calling on you to express your interest in being part of the 
School Advisory Council. If you are a member of the parish or have children in 
the school, and wish to be part of this exciting development in our school, we 
would welcome your application in writing to Bronwyn Phillips 
(bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au) by 30th October 2021. 

 



Students are Proud of their Progress 

Seth is pictured with another one of his marvelous creations! Your 

children have further developed some impressive skilss throughout 

lockdown! 

Student Wellbeing 
 
The below link is a video (6mins) produced by Education Matters in 
conjunction with Dr Michael Carr-Gregg.  It gives advice on instilling 
hope in these uncertain times and is well worth viewing. 
 
https://schooltv.me/education-matters 

INSTILLING HOPE In Uncertain Times by psychologist Dr Michael Carr-Gregg 

Have Your Say: Please Complete your MACSSIS 
Survey  

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Improvement Surveys is a suite of internationally 

validated and research-based survey tools that collect a school communities perceptions. These 

surveys create useful perception data from students in Year 4 to Year 12, teachers and non-

teaching staff and families as invited by schools. 

Please watch the MACSSIS video via the link below the learn more: 

https://video.link/w/UoP8c 

 

The MACSSIS family survey is now open and will be until Thursday 28th October 

PINs have been sent out, via email, to each of our families so that everyone has an 

opportunity to contribute to our school improvement. 

https://schooltv.me/education-matters
https://video.link/w/UoP8c


Lost Property 

Please check the lost property basket which we have placed outside the front office if you are 

missing any items. The basket is full of garments and tupperware all in good order. 

Mango Fundraiser – no limit on family orders 

Thank you for supporting our mango fundraiser so far. The order limit 

of 1 box per family has now been removed. Place your order for a box 

of delicious juicy mangoes through CDFpay - order here.  You may 

share the link with your family and friends.  Once we reach our target orders of 189 boxes you will 

not be able to place an order so get in quick!   

Details have been sent via Operoo.  

School Uniform – Stock clearance 

A MASSIVE – 40% of all current stock – summer & winter items! 
 
As you know, we are in the process of out-sourcing our uniform shop to Hip Pocket. We still have 

a number of uniform items available at school and our aim is to clear it all by the end of this year. If 

you are quick to order you can secure a bargain! We are offering 40% off all current stock! Sizes 

are limited so be sure to order promptly. Once our stock is sold, items will be ordered in from Hip 

Pocket and sold for RRP. You can order via CDF online. Sale items are already reduced so prices 

are as marked. Please note if items are not marked down 40% this means that we are out of stock 

and have to order them in for you and therefore you will be charged the RRP. 

Orders can be placed online - order here. 

Uniform: Socks 

As the weather gets warmer our children will feel comfortable in their summer uniforms. Given we 

need to open external windows to allow for ventilation we understand if students need to wear 

their winter unifom if it is cold.We will therefore extend the period so that students may wear their 

winter uniform up until November should they choose to. Some of the mornings are still very frosty 

and some of our children have been feeling cold. Make sure that a jumper and coat is packed on 

these days. As per our uniform poicy we ask that you ensure that your children come to school 

dressed in the correct school uniform. Please note that from Term 1 2022 all sockwear should 

be navy for all students. 

 

 

https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/
https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/


Happy Birthday 

 

2O enjoying classes outdoors. 

Around our Virtual & On-Site Classrooms  

October 4-10 was Space Week which ties in well with Science Fiction Writing in Grade 3/4. Students could 
make a bottle rocket or galaxy biscuits.  Here are some of the students’ creations. 
 

Click here to watch Bailey's bottle rocket launch (3/4P) 
 

Micah’s galaxy biscuits (3/4C)                       Mia’s solar system biscuits (3/4F)               Zara’s galaxy biscuits (3/4P) 
 

 

 
 

          Finlay’s galaxy cupcakes                           John’s galaxy (3/4C)               Emmy’s galaxy in a jar (3/4C) 

22 September  Augie L 

23 September  Madi Y 

   Joseph M 

   Seb B 

24 September  James B 

28 September  Mia W 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19gfLpcS7m-nWN978eJijLhrMGiCsAhHt/view?usp=sharing


In 3/4 Maths the children had to use items they had touched in the last hour to make an artwork that 
showed balance and symmetry. The challenge was based on “Every Thing We Touch” by Paula Zuccotti, 
who captures a ’24 hour inventory’ of people’s lives in photographs - https://vimeo.com/141772408.  
Here are a couple of examples. 

 

            Symmetry by Kevin M (3/4F) 
 
  

Gus’s symmetry artwork (3/4P)                                

        Buddies time 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amari (P/1R) 

https://vimeo.com/141772408


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

May we continue to enjoy a productive term with all of our students learning onsite! 

 

Kind regards, 

 
 
Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community News 

  
here 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/recognising-family-violence-macedon-ranges-online-community-workshop-tickets-186331702137


This Week’s Classroom Feature: Year 2V 

Inquiry In 2V! 

 

This week in 2V we have been 
investigating the customs and 
traditions of the original custodians of 
the land, the Dja DJa Wurrung 
people.  
 

We learnt all about possum skin 
cloaks and how they not only served a 
really practical purpose, but also a 
significant social and cultural purpose. 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

                            2V’s Possum Skin Cloak 
 

                                                                         Harriet with her possum skin 
 

People would receive their first possum skin as an infant and then grew the cloak as 
they got older 
The cloak tells the story of each individual's life  
and stays with them until they pass away (even when they are buried!). 
 

 

Our class used some of the symbols we have learnt to 
tell our own stories, collating all our skins to make one 
big class cloak. If you would like to see our artwork, it 
is out the front of our classroom and we are adding to 
it throughout the term :) 
 
 

 
        Poppy, Emily, Nye and Oliver  
   showing off their possum skin art! 

   



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be an ever-increasing number of jobs to do as we prepare for our performance. 

Please look at this week’s new jobs and let Eloise Meyer know if you can help either via our 

Production Posse Facebook page  or by emailing eloise.meyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au   

I’ve given a star rating from to help gauge the creativity required. Hope that helps! 

Crab Eyes Headband 

 

Glue Crabs onto T-shirts Feelers Headband 

 

 

Maui’s Hawk Wings  

 

 

Gate Monster 

Costume 

Outdoor Performance 

Space Decorating 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/346831630173753
mailto:eloise.meyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


FAMILYFAITH &



Many Blessings

Bartimaeus’ response to Jesus’ healing is to become his follower. Jesus tells him, 
‘Be on your way’. Bartimaeus chooses then to follow the way of Jesus.

If Bartimaeus had been given sight, and yet failed to recognise God’s blessings in 
his life, would that have been much of a success story?

You have been given many blessings by God. Do you always recognise your good 
fortune? Are you grateful to God for all you have? How are you a success story? 

What response would Jesus want you to give, as a demonstration of your 
thankfulness for all you have been blessed with?

By Lisa-Marie Calderone-Stewart

Gospel
Mk 10:46-52

“Jesus gives sight 
to Bartimaeus.”

Thirtieth Sunday In Ordinary Time, Year B
Sunday 24th October, 2021


