
NEWSLETTER NO.  4  WEEK 4  TERM 4  FRIDAY 29TH OCTOBER ,  2021  

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Monday 1 November 2021 School closure day – Report writing 

Production workshop 9.00-3.00pm 

Tuesday 2 November 2021 Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Wednesday 3 November 2021 2022 Prep Orientation Session 1 – 9-10am 

Prep uniform sales by appointment 

Saturday 6 November 2021 Production workshop 9.00-3.00pm 

Tuesday 9 November 2021 First Holy Communion meeting (details via Operoo) 

Wednesday 10 November 2021 2022 Prep Orientation Session 2 – 9-10am 

Thursday 11 November 2021 Remembrance Day 

Braemar Testing Day – Yr 7 2022 

Friday 12 November 2021 Bike Ed in PE (Gr 3-6) 

Tuesday 16 November 2021 SHC Transition Day – Yr 7 2022 

Wednesday 17 November 2021 2022 Prep Orientation Session 3 – 9-10am 

Monday 22 November 2021 School Advisory Council Information Meeting  

Wednesday 24 November 2021 School Production – 6pm 

Thursday 25 November 2021 School Production – 6pm 

Monday 6 December 2021 School Production Back Up Date 

Braemar Orientation Day – Yr 7 2022 

Tuesday 7 December 2021 School Production Back Up Date 

St Ambrose Feast Day 

2022 Prep Orientation Session 4 – 9-11am 

Student Orientation Grades 1-6 – 9-11am 

Friday 10 December 2021 Celebration of St Ambrose Feast Day – Family Mass & Twilight Picnic 

Monday 13 December 2021 Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Tuesday 14 December 2021 Last day of Term 4 – dismissal 1.30pm 

Wednesday 15 December 2021 Numeracy Testing 

Thursday 16 December 2021 Numeracy Testing 

                                               An Aboriginal Prayer for Truth and Hope 

May the God of all wonder who set the stars in the sky,  

bless you with relentless unsettledness –  

that drives you to seek truth.  

May the God of all justice who gave motion to the rivers,  

bless you with righteous anger –  

that drives you to seek freedom for all.  

May the God of all love who placed laughter in the kookaburra,  

bless you with the friendship –  

that looks like the love where one lays down their life for another.  

May the God of all comfort who determined the height of the mountains,  

bless you with tears from shared pain and mourning –  

that shows you hope.  

Now with wonder, righteous anger, sacrifice, and lament –  

Go in truth, justice, love, and hope –  

to Change The Heart of Australia.  By Brooke Prentis 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Families, Friends and Parishioners,  

It has been a colour filled and eventful week here at St. Ambrose with the return of all of our students being 

the highlight! Our children added to this positive vibe through expressing their creativity and love of books 

on Wednesday morning throughout our Annual Book Week Parade. 

  

You may have noticed in last week’s classroom feature that our junior students have been investigating the 
customs and traditions of the original custodians of the land, the Dja Dja Wurrung people. You will read a 
different Acknowledgement of Country each week on the cover of our newsletter. These beautiful 
acknowledgements have been written by our clever students. Be sure to make some time to be inspired by 
them! Pictured next to this week’s acknowledgement is Year P-1O taking part in a yarning circle. Yarning is 
an informal conversation that is culturally friendly and recognised by Aboriginal people as meaning to talk 
about something, someone or provide and receive information. Yarning Circles are designed to allow all 
students to have their say in a safe space without judgement. You could ask your children more about this! 

Book Week 2021 asked us to embrace the theme “Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds”. This exciting 

invitation opens a world full of possibilities which was reflected in your children and our staff costumes and 

character portrayals. It was wonderful to witness our community embrace the opportunity to escape into 

another world and be anything they wanted to be! 

The diverse array of talent and enthusiasm amongst the children was delightful as we enjoyed being part of 

a joyful and colourful school event. This community recognition of literature and creativity is a highlight each 

year. We have missed your presence and look forward to when we can connect as a whole community on 

site again. 

 

Each year there are some outstanding books that are celebrated by the Children’s Book Council of 

Australia. As you well know we also promote books and reading here at St. Ambrose. Most of the Notable 

Books are in our Library and have been in regular circulation. The children are always keen to borrow, read 

and enjoy them.  We encourage our students to use our beautiful library and the many books on offer. We 

thank Tracey Paton who works hard to keep our library fresh, inviting and a beautiful space to be in. 

 

We also congratulate our FOSAL Leaders who led our book week parade following reading a favourite 

book in each of the classrooms.  

 

Please note given the shorter week next week our next newsletter will go out Friday 12th November 2021. 

 

 

 



School Uniform – Final weeks to secure a bargain! 

A MASSIVE – 40% of all current stock – summer & winter items! Offer Ends  
 
As you know, we are in the process of out-sourcing our uniform shop to Hip Pocket. If you are 

quick you could purchase new uniform items at 40% under RRP! Please note if items are not 

marked down by 40% this means that we are out of stock and have to order them in for you from 

Hip Pocket and therefore you will be charged the RRP. 

We will be taking last orders on Sunday 14th NOVEMBER.  

Orders can be placed online - order here. 

Have Your Say: MACSSIS Survey  

Thank you for making the time to complete the MACSSIS surveys. These surveys give everyone 

an opportunity to contribute to our school improvement. We will let you know the results when we 

have them. 

  

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL INFORMATION MEETING: SAVE THE DATE!  
Monday, 22nd November  

Thank you for those of you who have expressed an 
interest in forming part of our SAC. We will be having 
an information meeting about the purpose of the SAC, 
roles and responsibilities on Monday November 22nd. I 
will send further information out closer to the day. At 
this stage it is likely to be an online evening meeting. 
Your attendance is welcomed even if you decide not to 
be nominated. Please email me if you are interested in 
being a SAC member. 

https://sawoodend.cdfpay.org.au/


 

Returning to onsite Schooling - Tips from APS (Australian Psychological 

Society)  

The following tips may assist you to support your child 

if they are experiencing anxiety during these times. 

Reassure your child that it is safe to go to school.  

Many parents had conversations with their children 

about the importance of learning from home to keep 

them healthy and safe. Some children may now worry 

about the safety of returning to school.  

To help your child feel safe, have a conversation with 

them explaining that:  

• the decision to return to school is based on medical 

advice. 

• children do not usually get sick from COVID-19.  

• everyone at school is working hard to make sure that 

children are safe.  

• anyone who is unwell will stay at home.  

• the government is keeping an eye on things – if it 

starts to be unsafe, decisions about what to do will be made.  

• reassure your child that it is normal to have mixed emotions such as excitement, relief, worry and anger.  

• discuss what they are looking forward to and what they are worrying about.  

• reinforce good hygiene practices. 

After school, it will be important to:  

• talk to your child about their day, including what they enjoyed, what they felt worried about and what they 

are looking forward to tomorrow.  

• schedule extra family time as your child is likely to have missed being at home with you.  

• your child may feel more fatigued and will benefit from quiet activities to recharge. 

 



Students Excelling in our Community 

Year Six student Riley C has been awarded best junior club person recently at The 

Woodend/Hesket FNC. Congratulations Riley! 

 

School Crossing Update 

 

 

 

Mike Boudrie and Geoff Martin continue to advocate for our school to prompt action to make our 

children’s route to and from school safe. At present there are four actions we are working towards. 

They are: 

1. A safe area to cross along the Brooke St/Templeton St route. 

2. A safe area to cross along the Urquhart/Templeton St route. 

3. Signage added in our immediate area. 

4. The possibility of a school crossing with a crossing supervisor. 

We will keep you informed of any progress. 

 



St Ambrose Migrating to ICON  

The Integrated Catholic Online Network (ICON) is a collaborative program of the Catholic 
Education Commission of Victoria Ltd (CECV) involving Victorian Catholic schools and the four 
Catholic Education Offices. ICON aims to support systemic improvement in an evolving education 
environment. St Ambrose is in the process of transferring into the ICON system. This means that 
Justine, Karen in particular and I will be required to attend many full day meetings. You will notice 
that our office is manned by other staff members during this period. Justine and Karen are doing 
an incredible job to learn a new system and make this transition a smooth one.  

Keeping our school a Covid-Safe Environment: We all need to play our part 

As you know there have been many local positive cases of Covid-19 as well as a number of 
identified Tier one sites. We are living in a time when this is our reality. In order to keep our school 
a Covid-safe environment we need to continue to adhere to the latest mandates and guidelines. 
We ask that you all continue to follow Covid-safe practices and to notify us if your family has been 
in a Tier One site or if a family member has tested positive.  

As you know, if a member of school staff or a student has symptoms matching those of Covid-19, 
the staff member will need to go home and we will phone you to come and pick your child up. It 
will help our community if you check the Tier 1 exposure sites on a daily basis and isolate if you 
have any concerns or if you have been in close contact with a positive case until you get advice 
from The Lodden Malley Public Health Service. As you know, QR coding assists the system to 
notify you if you have been in an exposure site. Please make sure you do this when out and about. 

For students with Covid-19 symptoms, a parent or carer will be contacted and asked to collect the 
student as soon as possible. 

Symptoms include:  

 fever 
 chills or sweats 
 cough 
 sore throat 
 shortness of breath 
 runny nose 
 loss or change in sense of smell or taste 

Sometimes a headache, muscle soreness, stuffy nose, 
nausea, vomiting, and diarrhoea may also be considered 
a symptom. 

In the event that a positive case is identified at St Ambrose we will respond as required according 
to the circumstances. We will keep you informed if this happens. MACS has assigned a Covid-
safe consultant who will guide us in responding as swiftly and safely as possible all while 
maintaining a calm environment where our children are well supported. 

We assure you that we are doing all that we can to maintain a settled and safe 

school environment. We thank you for your support and assistance. 

 

 

 



 

Mango Fundraiser – Thanks for 

your support! 

Thank you to our school and the wider 

community for supporting our mango 

fundraiser. We reached our target and the order has been placed.  We 

will notify you when the mangoes are ready for collection.  

 

 

Happy Birthday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around our Classrooms  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29 October Alice C 
  Eire B 
31 October Jackson G-S 
2 November Joshua R 
4 November Cosette D 
  Violet D 
  Zara C 
5 November Niamh F 
6 November Ben C 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



    

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



              

 

 

Given next week is such a short week due to the Melbourne Cup long weekend, our next school newsletter 

will be published on Friday 12th November. 

May you all enjoy a restful long weekend. We look forward to seeing you next Wednesday when we will 

wish our Year 4 students a happy and enjoyable camp experience. 

Kind regards,  

 
 
Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



This Week’s Classroom Feature: Year 2O 

A look at Maths in 2O this week 
Over the past week, we have taken the opportunity to enjoy 

some of our maths lessons outside. Our focus has been on 

navigating maps and using directional language to get from one 

point to another. We enjoyed some time in the garden, using trial 

and error, and estimation to lead a partner from point A to point 

B, recording the steps as we went. We discovered that knowing 

left from right is very important when guiding someone as well as 

when being guided. A few of our class mates ended up in the bushes.  

We also took the opportunity to incorporate technology into our lessons. The 

Beebots were a great way for us to plan and program more than one direction 

at a time. The students had to keep track of where the Beebot would be with 

each new instruction they told it to follow. We are very lucky to have the 

courtyard outside our 

classroom, so we used it 

as an extension of our 

classroom.  

 

Another way we explored this concept was through 

Seesaw. Using some of the Bitmojis made by the staff, 

the students guided the teachers through the school, 

placing them in the correct position on the map.  

 

 

 

If you would like to come in to visit us, please do. We would love to have parents back on-site helping out 

and enjoying some of our fun learning experiences! Send Mrs Old an email to sort out a time! 



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are still numerous jobs to do as we 

prepare for our performance. Please look at 

this week’s jobs and let Eloise Meyer know 

if you can help by emailing 

eloise.meyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au   

I’ve given a star rating from to help gauge 

the ‘approximate’ creativity required.  

Crab Eyes Headband 

 

Feelers Headband 

 

 

Maui’s Hawk Wings  

 

 

Gate Monster 

Costume 

Outdoor Performance 

Space Decorating 

We are thrilled to be able to welcome parents back to the school to assist with production 

preparations including sorting 250+ costumes, painting, gluing, cutting, sewing, crafting, and more! 

These days are great fun and very rewarding with lots of laughs and a real sense of community spirit 

in bringing the production to life.   

We are planning on holding two workshops 

9am - 3pm Monday 1st November 

9am - 3pm & Saturday 6th November   

If you are available at any time on these days to assist, please RSVP to Eloise Meyer 

eloise.meyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au or visit our Facebook page.  

Please note Covid regulations require all attendees to be double vaccinated. 

mailto:eloise.meyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au
mailto:eloise.meyer@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/346831630173753/


FAMILYFAITH &

https://www.macs.vic.edu.au/News-Events/2021/October/Conversations-with-God.aspx


Listen
The first word Jesus uses to 

answer the the scribe’s 
question suis ‘listen’. Only by 
spending time in listening will 

we ever really know God’s 
presence in our lives. Without 

listening it is impossible to love 
for we will never discover 

what, or who it is we are to 
love. It can sound very easy, 
but learning to really listen 

takes a lifetime. It is the 
essence of any genuine 

relationship – to really listen to 
the other.

Prayer also means spending 
quiet time listening to God 

within our hearts. If we 
practise becoming still, giving 
time over to God, then we can 
gradually discern God’s quiet 

voice amidst all the other 
distractions and voices that 

arise within. This is when real 
prayer starts, for when we 

listen with our hearts then we 
can really allow God to shape 

our lives.

The scribe asks about a 
commandment, presumably so 

that he can then obey this 
commandment. The root of the 

word ‘obey’ is to listen, so 
before we actually do anything 

about loving God and 
neighbour, when we listen, we 

are already obeying.

Reflection commentary by Mary Coloe PBVM
Artwork: Pat Perry & Students, Opening Lines. 

 

 

x

Gospel
Mk 12:28-34

This is the first 
commandment, 

and the second is 
similar to it.

31st October 2021, 
THIRTY-FRIST  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR B

https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2019/07/pat-perry-opening-lines/


 

Community News 
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