
NEWSLETTER NO.  5  WEEK 7  TERM 4  FRIDAY 19 T H  NOVEMBER ,  2021  

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Saturday 20 November 2021 First Holy Communion 12pm & 6pm 

Sunday 21 November 2021 First Holy Communion 11am 

Monday 22 November 2021 School Advisory Council Information Meeting 7.00pm 

Mangoes will be delivered this week. Awaiting delivery date. Operoo to come. 

Monday 22 November 2021 School Production rehearsal 

School Advisory Council Meeting 7pm 

Tuesday 23 November 2021 School Production rehearsals 

Wednesday 24 November 2021 2022 Prep Orientation Session 1 – 9-10.30am 

School Production – to be filmed 

Wednesday 1 December 2021 2022 Prep Orientation Session 2 – 9-10.30am 

Monday 6 December 2021 Braemar Orientation Day – Yr 7 2022 

Tuesday 7 December 2021 2022 Prep Orientation Session 3 – 9-11am 

Student Orientation Grades 1-6 – 9-11am 

Year 7 Orientation 

Leadership Speeches Yr 5 

Friday 10 December 2021 Celebration of St Ambrose Feast Day – Family Mass & Twilight Picnic 

Monday 13 December 2021 Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Reports available to parents 

Tuesday 14 December 2021 Last day of Term 4 – dismissal 1.30pm 

Wednesday 15 December 2021 Numeracy Testing 

Thursday 16 December 2021 Numeracy Testing 

 

Hope is expecting something good to happen and waiting for it with 

confidence. Hope is the virtue of the heart… it requires you to not dwell in 

the past or just get by in the present, but rather open your door to 

tomorrow – and the messiness and beauty of the world. A single 

individual is enough for hope to exist and that individual can be you. - 

Pope Francis                                               

Please keep in your prayers the following children who are making their first Eucharist this weekend: 

Hayden & Tahlia J, Jordan & Kobe V, Lachie M, John P, Patrick C, Alessio L, Chiara M, 

Asha D-T, Leo G, Sam G, Tilly M, Mason F, Sophie H, Carlie M, Cameron P, Anouk R, 

Chloe Q, Mia T, Aidan S, Matthew M, Miranda B, Charlotte L, Nicholas M, William B, 

Oscar L, Max & Liv S, Zara C, Hamish F, Kevin M, Isla W, Emmy Y, Lily A, Ayden H, Will B 

and our Parish children. 

If You or Your Child Becomes COVID-19 +  

Please Notify the School Immediately  

Please use the school number 54271285 weekdays or 

AH 0428296483 as this is the quickest way of 

reaching us. This will allow us to ensure that our 

COVID Safe plan is followed thoroughly and with care 

if your child is or has been on-site and is required to 

isolate immediately. 

Please keep your child at home if they have any flu 

like symptoms or if they are feeling unwell. 



Dear Families, Friends and Parishioners,  

It’s hard to believe that week 7 is closing! Although, we have 
been dealing with the reality of positive cases in our community 
we do have exciting plans in store including some excursions 
and incursions to provide some extra fun as the end of the 
school year approaches rapidly.  

Thank you for the overwhelming support shown by yourselves 
over the past weeks in assisting us to further implement our 
school Covid Safety Plan, having needed to respond to some 
positive cases in the school. Behind all actions undertaken by 
the school, the core intention is for the care and safety of all. 
Indeed our St Ambrose community has rallied and supported 
each other to navigate our way through these past two weeks as 
well as we could. I know these times have been hard however let us gain inspiration from Pope 
Francis reflection on Hope and open the door to tomorrow with faith and optimism! 

Thankfully, we have had no further onsite cases reported this week. We ask that you continue to 
adhere to Covid safe protocols and keep your children at home if they are displaying cold and flu 
like symptoms. Please inform us immediately if a family member tests positive to Covid-19 and 
isolate as required. Please call the office if you have been notified by DHS to isolate. We 
appreciate your continued co-operation, this enables us to act quickly and stop the spread of the 
virus in our community. 

Major Changes to Quarantine Obligations 

The Victorian Government has announced important changes to the management of COVID-19 

cases and close contacts in schools and other settings as we reach the 90% double dose 

milestone for eligible people in the coming days.  

This means that students who are exposed persons (previously identified as close contacts in 

education settings) from an exposure at school, no longer have to quarantine for between 7 and 

14 days. They can instead return immediately to school after providing evidence of a negative 

result from a standard PCR test to our school. 

In exceptional circumstances the Department of Health may determine that close contacts in 

significant school outbreaks are still required to quarantine for seven days. In this scenario, 

students will be notified directly of any additional quarantine arrangements. 

If your child needs quarantine as a contact, you are now able to send your child back to school if 

you follow these steps: 

 your child isn’t a household contact and is instead in quarantine due to a COVID-19 

exposure at a school setting 

 your child must get a standard test at your local COVID-19 testing site. If the PCR test is 

negative, please provide the results to our school  

 your child can then return to school  

 your child will be strongly recommended to take a rapid antigen test at home on days each 

school weekday morning until you run out of tests. These testing kits will be available from 

testing centres from Monday 22 November.  

Rapid antigen tests are strongly recommended for those students who have returned a 

negative PCR result and return to school.  

 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/where-get-tested-covid-19


They are a great tool for families to use to keep our school safe and ensure that positive cases are 

identified at the earliest possible time. You will get a pack of five tests and you should use them 

each day before your child attends school until you run out.  

Families should also use a rapid antigen test whenever their child is visiting a high-risk location or 

setting during this period. This includes visiting elderly or immunocompromised relatives or friends. 

Thank you for supporting this important approach, which will help keep our school safe and reduce 

the disruption to the entire school community.  

Masks 

Face masks are still required to be worn by staff, visitors and Years 3 to 6 students in an indoor 
space within a primary school (or schools which have primary students, such as a P–12 school). 

The wearing of masks remains recommended for Prep to Year 2 students and in circumstances 
where physical distancing cannot be maintained. 

Masks are no longer required in secondary school settings, but are recommended where physical 
distancing cannot be maintained. 

New liturgical guidelines from the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne has developed new COVID-19 liturgical guidelines, which 
are available on the Melbourne Catholic website. 

The new guidelines reflect the changes announced by the Victorian Government yesterday. 

Of interest, the cap of individuals permitted to gather indoors or outdoors has been lifted to 50, 

from 30. A density limit of one person per four square metres still applies. All people aged 12 

years and two months or over must be fully vaccinated to gather in the Church and may only 

participate in groups allowing for ‘unknown vaccination status.’ 

FACE COVERINGS and SANITISING  

 It is encouraged that face coverings be worn indoors if suitable distancing cannot be maintained.  

 Sanitiser must continue to be used regularly throughout Liturgies, and celebrants must visibly 

sanitise before and after the distribution of Holy Communion.  

 For Clergy: face coverings do not need to be worn entering Mass or during the celebration of 

Mass, but should be considered during the distribution of Holy Communion. 

Thank you for everything you are doing to keep our school communities safe. 

CONGRATULATIONS ELOISE Meyer on your new appointment!  
 
We congratulate Ms Eloise Meyer who has been appointed as Learning Consultant Religions 
Education NRO MACS Ltd. from January 2022. 
 

Indeed we will greatly miss Eloise who has made significant contributions to our school over the 
past 12 years. We will however continue to benefit from Eloise's passion and skills as she will be 
our Religious Education Learning Consultant. The Northern Region is most fortunate to have 
Eloise joining their team. We will advertise in the coming weeks for replacement music and 
performing arts teacher who will have big shoes to fill in Eloise's role! 

http://coms.macs.vic.edu.au/EmRedirect.aspx?nid=42a0287c-ed93-4e42-8ea5-1d787080ca62&sid=142c7f13-556e-41c3-89f5-19d1f505dbe2&url=https%3a%2f%2fmelbournecatholic.org%2fcovid-19-guidelines


School Production: The Show will go on! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
We hope that our students feel a sense of relief and reassurance that our school production will go 
on in a way that is joyous and inclusive of all. They are enjoying their rehearsals, the excitement is 
growing and we plan to have lots of fun whilst filming on Wednesday. 
 
As communicated with you via Operoo on Tuesday and Wednesday, the amended format aims to 

support the well-being of our students and the need for inclusivity.  

Indeed we are committed to capturing the energy and enthusiasm of our students and to 
showcasing their extraordinary work, resilience and abilities. 
 
We appreciate your understanding and flexibility, and we look forward to sharing the recording 
with you in coming weeks at our Twilight Picnic production movie evening! 

Fish Tank Upgrade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



‘It has been an honour to be the fish tank people in 2021. It was a tough decision to decide who the 
fish tank people are going to be for 2022 but after seeing Nina C’s and Victoria C’s leadership and 
willingness to help us cleaning we have decided that these two people are the best choice.` 
 

This week Nina, Victoria, Lola and myself all came together and did a full clean of the fish tank which 
as you may notice when you walk past is very clean. At the start of last year we did a casual clothes 
day to raise money for the fish tank to buy new supplies and chemicals for the new fish tank people so 
they have fresh supplies to clean. We raised $110 dollars from our casual clothes day and have so far 
spent $40 dollars, we are also planning on buying new fish and new decorations. 
 

Last of all we are excited to announce that we have made the discovery last week that one or two of 
the fish may be pregnant but it is not certain. We have loved our time as the fish tank cleaners and are 
excited to teach our new fish people the way.’  By Bronte 

Updating your Details on Operoo  

Thank you for keeping your children’s health details and family contact 
details up to date. When you update your profiles on Operoo we ask that 
you also directly notify your child’s class teacher if you have changed your 

email address or wish emails to be sent to an additional parent or carer email. Please make some 
time to look over the updating your details instructions later in this newsletter. 

We also remind you to submit any absences via Operoo. Thank you for your support with this. 

Please ring the office if you have any questions.  

Semester 2 Student Reports  

Staff are in the process of completing 
student reports for Semester 2. Again this 
year, as a result of the significant period of 
remote learning, there are changes to the 
requirements of schools in the way these 
reports are provided. The Catholic 
Education Commission of Victoria Ltd 
(CECV) has worked with the other sectors 
in Victoria to develop a consistent 
approach to the reporting of student achievement and progress. The reporting requirements reflect 
the approved reporting exemptions provided by the Victorian Registration and Qualifications 
Authority. This Semester, teachers will be providing an overview of what has been achieved in the 
areas of English, Mathematics and Religious Education. They will also provide an indication of the 



progress made by each student in these areas, accompanied by a general comment reflecting 
each of the learning journies through semester 2.  

Reports will be available to parents on Monday 13th December.  

School Captains 2022  

It is that time of year where our Grade 5 students start to consider student leadership for next year. The first 
leadership positions that students can apply for are School Captain, with House Captains being nominated 
and announced next year. School captaincy provides students with the opportunity to participate in school 
improvement, to have the opportunity to experience various forms of leadership and to take an active role 
in the development, enhancement and management of the school.  

A school captain’s responsibilities are:  

 To follow the St Ambrose Parish School Code of Behaviour.  

 To be an excellent role model for all students.  

 To show respect to all members of the school community.  

 To wear the school uniform properly to school and school functions.  

 To assist students, staff and parents through the diligent and courteous performance of duties associated  
   with the role. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s the end of an era… 

Our Sincere Thanks Anna! 

After 5 years of serving our school 
community through doing a splendid job 
managing our school uniform shop, 
Anna has done the final stock take and 
has it all in order and ready to hand over 
our uniform sales to Hip Pocket. We 
sincerely thank Anna for the many hours she has put in to running 
a most efficient service over the previous five years. Hip Pocket 
have a high standard of service to follow!  We wish Anna and her 
family good health and happiness in the next chapter of their lives. 
THANK YOU ANNA! 



SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL INFORMATION 
MEETING: SAVE THE DATE!  Monday, 22nd 
November 7.00 pm online 

Thank you to those of you who have expressed an interest on 
being on our SAC. 

Simon Stevens MACS Education Officer will facilitate this 
School Advisory Council Information Meeting. 
Areas he will address are: 

 The purpose of the SAC  
 Roles and Responsibilities 
 The Election process and Tenure 
 Meeting Protocols  
 Agenda Items 
 Q&A time 

I am looking forward to meeting with you on Monday at 7pm. 
Please let me know via 
principal@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au if you would like to attend and I will send you an online 
invitation. 

 

Bushfire Season: St Ambrose School will be CLOSED on Code Red Days.  

The Department of Education and Training (DET) has 

recently advised the Catholic Education Commission of 

Victoria (CECV) of the revised Bushfire At-Risk Register 

(BARR). As a consequence of this review, St Ambrose 

School has been again listed on the 2020-21 BARR and will 

be required to close on CODE RED days. We are aware 

that some children may live or be in different zones and we 

ask that you execute your own bushfire preparedness plan 

as necessary and if you deem it unsafe to send your child 

CODE RED SCHOOL CLOSURES 

All schools, kindergartens and licensed child care centres that have been identified as being at 
high fire risk and on the Department’s Victoria-wide Bushfire At-Risk Register will close on days 
declared Code Red. 

Schools and services not on the Bushfire At-Risk Register will remain open, unless directly 
threatened by fire or another emergency. 

Where possible, three (3) days’ notice of a planned closure will be provided. However, experience 
indicates that a Code Red fire danger rating day may be forecast at short notice. Parents and 
guardians should expect that in some instances less than three days’ notice may be provided. 

Once the final decision to close is confirmed at 12 noon the day prior, this decision will not change 
– regardless of any changes in the weather forecast. This will help limit confusion and help 
families plan for how their children will be cared for when their school is closed. We will provide 
further information in the coming newsletters. 

When a school is closed in response to bushfire risk, no one, including staff, contractors 
and other users, will be permitted on site. 

mailto:principal@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/bushfirerisk.aspx?Redirect=1


School Nurse Visit  
 
Our school nurse will be visiting our junior students (Prep and 
some Year Ones) in week 9. If you haven’t already returned 
your child’s health questionnaire please send them in as 
soon as possible. If you have lost the forms please email 
Justine and we will organise some more for you. Thank you. 

Building Project Update 

Plans have been progressing steadily with our building upgrade and the good news is that we will 
be going to tender in late November with tenders closing before Christmas. A contract will be 
awarded in the new year with the aim to commence works in early Term 1 2022. Stage one 
includes building two new classrooms as shaded in the plans. We won't be using the end 
classroom whilst this stage is being completed. We are opening up the Japanese space to 
accommodate the third 5-6 class which means Year's prep-four will each have a classroom in the 
original building. The construction area will be sealed off which means we won’t have 
interruptions to classes.  

Thank you for your support and feedback throughout this process. I have included the latest floor 
plan for your information. 

We are very excited about the works which will provide intrigue and provocation for learning. We 
are also very much looking forward to the fresh and inviting flexible learning spaces it will provide 
for our students! 

 

         

 



PAT Testing 

At St Ambrose school we have a testing schedule that 
involves all students from Prep to Six.  Some of the 
testing is formative testing (a range of formal and 
informal assessment procedures conducted by 
teachers during the learning process in order to modify 
teaching and learning activities) and some is 
summative testing (where the focus is on the outcome 
of a school year, term, program or series of lessons). 
 

From now until the end of the school year students will 
be involved in summative testing.  One of these 
assessments that we do once a year is PAT testing. 
 

PAT Maths Adaptive and PAT Reading Adaptive are 
the tests all students in grades 2 to 6 are 
completing.  The assessment comprises a number of 
testlets (small blocks of test items), of which there are 
eight different entry levels. In total, students complete 
three testlets in a sitting.  
 

Entry levels are automatically assigned to students 
depending on their previous PAT scale score or their 
current year level. After completing each testlet, 
students are automatically allocated another group of 
items of targeted difficulty based on their cumulative 
performance to that point. 
Teachers then analyse the data provided and look at the growth in the learnings in Maths and 
Reading over the year. 
 

Grade Prep and One complete PAT Maths and PAT Reading assessments also - but these are 
targeted at their grade level. 
 

These assessments are completed online and teachers ensure that they are not a stressful 
experience for our students. 

 

 

Happy Birthday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 November  Joel W 



Around our Classrooms  

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In middle & senior PE lessons today, we had Tim from Softball Vic 
deliver coaching sessions for the students. They learnt to keep their eye 
on the ball, use a glove to catch, pitch and bat. 
 

  



Updating your email address 

To update your email address with the school 

1. Email the office (office@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au) with your new email address.  This will 

update any communication from the office, including the weekly newsletter. 

 

2. Email your child’s classroom teacher with your new email address so they can update their 

class email group. 

 

3. Update your email on Operoo - go to the top right of the screen - My Account – Edit My 

Account  

 

4. Update your email address in the Emergency Contacts section of Operoo-  

 

Edit your email address and update. 

 

Share a profile with a secondary parent/carer 

If you wish to share your child’s profile with another parent/carer please email the office to advise 

and follow the instructions in this link – 

https://support.operoo.com/portal/en/kb/articles/how-does-a-user-share-a-profile-with-a-second-

parent-or-carer 

This allows a secondary parent/carer to receive Operoo notifications as “view only” or “view and 

modify access”.  Please note that “view and modify access” allows either parent to respond but 

only one response can be submitted. 

 

  

mailto:office@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au
https://support.operoo.com/portal/en/kb/articles/how-does-a-user-share-a-profile-with-a-second-parent-or-carer
https://support.operoo.com/portal/en/kb/articles/how-does-a-user-share-a-profile-with-a-second-parent-or-carer


Notifying of absence via Operoo 

To notify the school of a full day, morning or afternoon absence, late arrival or early departure, 

please log into Operoo and go to the Form Library on the top purple task bar. 

 

 

Select Absence Explanation Notice and complete. 

 
 
 
Kind regards,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

  



This Week’s Classroom Feature: Year 3-4F 

 

We have been busy learning all about the Genre of Science Fiction in Literacy. 

We have been creating our own Aliens which will then be our main characters in 

our Picture Story books which we will be writing in the next few weeks. The 

students showed their creative flair in creating these characters and we are all 

looking forward to the next stage in making our characters come to life. 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Mathematics we continue to learn about Fractions. We have been learning 

how to simplify fractions, looking at equivalent fractions and proper and 

improper fractions. We played a dice game called Fraction Wall which involved 

the students making decisions about equivalent fractions by using a Fraction 

Wall. 
 

We are all looking forward to our excursion to Sovereign Hill on the 9th of 

December. Due to the Covid restrictions we had to postpone our visit. It will be 

great to see how candles are made and also visit a goldmine on the day. We did 

a lot of learning in Term 3 about early Australia so this experience will 

reinforce this. 
 

  



 

 

 
 

COSTUME NOTES 
 

As students will now be changing into their costumes at school, we have simplified what is required.  ALL 

students are to come to school dressed in their summer sports uniform wearing a singlet underneath. 

Please read the list below carefully and contact your class teacher should you have any questions. 

 

PREP/1RD & P/1O - VOYAGERS 
Supplied Please Come to dressed school in  Hair/Makeup Notes 

 T-shirt (Purple or 
Ochre) 

 Leaf skirt/ wrap 
 

Sports uniform with a singlet underneath t-

shirt for an easy t-shirt change.   

Hair tied up in a high bun or 

low pony tail.  

 

 

 

PREP/1TA - TIKI WARRIORS 
Supplied Please Come to dressed school in  Hair/Makeup Notes 

 T-shirt (Black) 

 Tiki Mask 

 Artificial Hawaiian skirt 
 

Sports uniform with a singlet underneath t-

shirt for an easy t-shirt change.  

Hair tied up in a low bun, 

braid/plait or low ponytail as 

masks will be worn on the 

back of the student’s heads. 

 

 

2O & 2V - SHINY TREASURE  
Supplied Please Come to 

dressed school in  

Hair/Makeup 

Notes 

Costume Change & Sizing 

 Black T-shirt with 
Shiny crab and 
rhinestones 

 Gold beret 

 Gold leggings  

 Gold gloves  

Sports uniform with a 

singlet underneath t-

shirt for an easy t-shirt 

change.  

 

 

Shiny makeup if 

desired. Low hair 

tied back.  

 

 The gold pants fit well over 
the school sports shorts, so 
children will be able to put 
them on in the classroom.  

 We will use safety pins to 
adjust waist sizing.  

 If you would prefer to pin/ 
adjust the pants yourself, 
please let your child’s 
class-teacher know and 
we’ll send them home.   

 

 



 

 

3/4F - MINI MAUIS  
Supplied Please Come to dressed school in  Hair/Makeup Notes 

 T-shirt (light green)  

 Fabric lavalava wrap 

 Leaf lei (for head) 

 Maui hook Necklace  

Sports uniform with a singlet 

underneath t-shirt for an easy t-shirt 

change.  

 

 Hair down or in a low 
ponytail or braid/plait.  

 

 

3/4P - VILLAGERS  
Supplied Please Come to dressed school in  Hair/Makeup Notes 

 T-shirt 

 Lava lava (wrap) 

 Accessories depending 
on character. 

 

Sports uniform with a singlet 

underneath t-shirt for an easy t-shirt 

change.  

 

Down or in a low ponytail or 

braid/plait.  

 

 

3/4C - SHAPESHIFTERS 
Supplied Please Come to dressed school in  Hair/Makeup Notes 

 T-shirt (blue) 

 Lava lava (wrap) 

 Accessories depending 
on character.  

Sports uniform with a singlet 

underneath t-shirt for an easy t-shirt 

change.  

 

 

Hair tied up in high ponytail/ 

bun.  

 

5/6 COSTUMES 
 

Most 5/6 Students will have individual costumes. Please send students in their summer sports uniform and 

more detail, if any will be sent to individual families on Monday.  
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