
NEWSLETTER NO.  9  WEEK 10  TERM 4  FRIDAY 10TH DECEMBER ,  2021   

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Monday 13 December 2021 Grade 6 Celebration Day 

Grade 3/4 excursion to Bendigo Cinema 

Reports available to parents 

Tuesday 14 December 2021 Last day of Term 4 – dismissal 1.30pm 

Wednesday 15 December 2021 Numeracy Testing (by appointment – refer Operoo) 

Thursday 16 December 2021 Numeracy Testing (by appointment – refer Operoo) 

Term 1 2022  

Friday 28 January 2022 Literacy Testing (by appointment – refer Operoo) 

Monday 31 January 2022 Literacy Testing (by appointment – refer Operoo) 

Tuesday 1 February 2022 All students commence Term 1 

Prep students attend 9-12.30pm 

Wednesday 1 February 2022 Prep students’ rest day 

Thursday 1 February 2022 Prep students attend 9-12.30pm 

Friday 2 February 2022 Prep students attend 9-12.30pm 

Monday 5 February 2022 Prep students attend 9-3.30pm 

Tuesday 6 February 2022 Prep students attend 9-3.30pm 

Wednesday 7 February 2022 Prep students’ rest day 

Thursday 8 February 2022 Prep students attend 9-3.30pm 

Friday 9 February 2022 Prep students attend 9-3.30pm 

Wednesday 16 February 2022 Prep students’ rest day 

Wednesday 23 February 2022 Prep students’ rest day 

Monday 28 February 2022 Prep students attend full time 

Tuesday 1 March 2022 Cobaw Summer Sports (Gr 5/6) 

Monday 7 March 2022 School Closure Day 

Monday 14 March 2022 Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 16 March 2022 Sacred Heart College Year 5 transition day 

Thursday 17 March 2022 Year 6 Leaders attend St Patrick’s Cathedral Mass 

Monday 28 March 2022 Hanging Rock Cross Country 

Monday 4 – 8 April 2022 Grade 6 camp 

Please Note: ALL ADULTS wishing to come onsite inside or outside must be double 

vaccinated. We are required by law to see proof of vaccination.  

 Farewell Prayer to my Buddy 
As you leave St. Ambrose my Buddy, you walk upon a path of hope and love. 

On which our best wishes and prayers are falling softly every day.  

As you go, remember that our hearts will hold you close. 

You’re treasured, and we will cheer you on your way. 

As you go onto secondary school my Buddy, you travel with 

Christ at your side. 

His light will show a path and be your guide. 

As you go, be hopeful that you’re following your dreams. 

We celebrate this new season of your life, until we meet again. 

 



Dear Families, Friends and Parishioners, 
 
I would like to acknowledge and express my appreciation for everything you have done this year to 
ensure that together with our amazing staff we could continue to support our children to learn and 
grow, despite the many challenges which presented. 
 
I hope that you, your children and our St. Ambrose team can reflect with pride on the many new 
learnings and accomplishments, which have enabled us to now look forward with hope to the new 
school year that beckons. On the second Sunday of Advent, the second purple candle called the 
"Bethlehem Candle," is lit. This candle represents love and symbolizes Christ's manger. After a 
year in and out of lockdown, there is comfort to be found when we pause to read, pray, and reflect 
over the course of the Advent season...a time when we can connect as community in the spirit of 
Christmas. 
 
This week, we remember Jesus and how his example can show us how to make the world a 
harmonious and loving place. When our lives are hurried, we only have the chance to focus on 
our to-do lists. Making space in our schedules for prayer and meditation helps us to better see 
God at work in our lives and in our world. 
 
As we prepare our hearts for the celebration of Jesus’ arrival as a gift to all humanity, let’s stir up 
in our hearts and homes a sense of love and peace. May you all truly enjoy your well-earned 
break. Take some time to relax and reconnect with family, friends and loved ones. It has been, 
and will continue to be my great privilege to be your school principal.  

 

Feast of St Ambrose Mass 

Our students participated in a gentle yet uplifting 
Mass on Wednesday to celebrate St. Ambrose our 
patron saints feast day. It was wonderful to be able 
to attend this service as a whole school. Our 
students were very respectful throughout the Mass 
and joined in the prayers and songs with 
reverence. Well done students and teachers! 

 

 

 

 



 

Prep Orientation 

 

Mrs. Geisler and I met with our 2022 Prep parents on Tuesday morning for our first information 
session. We are delighted to be welcoming so many new families as well as younger siblings into 
our community. For those who were unable to attend this session, you can get the booklet from 
me that we shared at this session. 

Transition Morning 

We hope that your children came home with positive 
recounts of their activities on going up morning. All 
teachers reported that the children settled quickly and 
enjoyed their time in the 2022 class groupings. 

2022 Leadership Speeches 

We were all very impressed with both the quality and 
delivery of the 2022 leadership speeches. Following 
these, students voted and  those shortlisted were 
interviewed for their positions by Mrs. Geisler, Mrs. 
Boldiston and I. We had a strong field of contenders 
so the decisions were difficult! All 2022 Leadership 

Positions will be announced on Tuesday after the Liturgy as per the Operoo sent yesterday. 

 

 

 



PBL Chip and Icy-Pole Picnic 

Pictured are our PBL 
winners enjoying their hot 
chip and icy pole 
celebration lunch in 
recognition of their fine 
example of upholding our 
schools behaviour 
expectations.  

 

 

 

Congratulations Leon! 

Leon is pictured proudly holding his certificate which 
congratulates him for the great effort he has made to improve 
his learning across all domains. Well done Leon! 

 

Pets at School 

Kai presented his idea of getting some pets for our 
school as detailed in his persuasive letter. Let’s see 
what develops in 2022! 

Dear Miss Phillips, 

I believe that there should be a school pet.  

1:Firstly I think it would be a great idea to have a school 

pet, because it would help us when we are stressed and 

lonely.  

2. Patting pets is used in hospitals, nursing homes and 

some kindergartens to calm people and destress them. It 

has been proven that it lowers blood pressure and 

releases dopamine.  

3. It would teach children responsibility. On weekends a 

different child would take it home and send a picture to 

school of an activity they did together. Woodend Primary 

already has such a system with guinea pigs.  

4. In conclusion I think it would be of great benefit to have 

a school pet. 

From Kai. 



Excursions this Week 

We trust that your children enjoyed their outings to Sovereign Hill, 
Imax and ArtVo this week. More fun is to be had on Monday with 
Years 3/4 going to the cinemas and Year 6 to Funfields! 

School Crossing Update 

I want to thank you all for your continued support in prompting council for 
action. You may have read the article I have pasted below in the Midland 
Express paper. We are hopeful that it will prompt action. We also appreciate 
the time Mike Boudrie and Geoff Martin have put into keeping this issue at the forefront. 

 

Teacher Morning Tea – Thank you Rotary  

Our staff discovered a sweet surprise in the staffroom 

this morning thanks to the Rotary Club who supplied a 

very generous array of cakes as well as a certificate of 

appreciation to the staff to thank them for their 

outstanding effort in supporting their students to learn 

from home during this pandemic.  



Staffing in 2022  

CLASS                          TEACHER                               ESO 

Prep Ms. Emily Conway Mr Joel Dwyer 

Prep-One Mrs. Alison Raco Mrs Fiona Forbes 

One-Two Mrs. Kate Old Mrs. Sandy Howe 

Two Mr. Conor VanDerStaay Mrs. Jenny Nelson 

Three-Four Mrs. Barb Ryan & Mrs. 

Jocelyn Devlin(1 day) 

Ms. Jodie Wolfli 

Three-Four Mr. Patrick Old Ms. Rhonda Scanlon 

Three-Four Mr. Michael Lawlor Mrs. Tracey Paton 

Five-Six Mrs. Brenda MacDonald Mrs. Janene Attard & Ms 

Joanna Roch will support 

in the 5-6 classes 

Five-Six Mrs. Danica Smith 

Five-Six Mr. Micheal Portelli 

Visual Arts Ms. Clare Shannon 

ICT/Cultural Studies Mrs. Kelly Woodman 

Physical Education Mrs. Kristy Cavric 

Music/Performing Arts TBA 

Librarian Mrs. Tracey Paton 

Mental Health & Wellbeing  TBA 

Finance Officer  Mrs. Karen Basa 

Office Administrator  Mrs. Justine Mitchener 

Numeracy Leader Mrs. Barb Ryan 

Religious Education Leader TBA 

Learning Diversity & Literacy Teacher & 

Leader 

Jennifer Boldiston 

Deputy Principal/ Wellbeing for Learning 

Leader 

Mrs. Debbie Geisler 

Principal  Ms Bronwyn Phillips 
 

2022 School Advisory Council Members 

Your 2022 SAC members are: Danielle Perrin, Manisha Fernando, Rhea Doyle, Mike Boudrie, 
Jodie Warner, Ellen Salathiel, Debbie Geisler and Bronwyn Phillips.We will meet in term 1 2022. 

 

 



2022 Specialist Timetable and Daily Recess& Lunch Breaks 

We will be trialling an altered time table in Term 1 2022. You will see that we will have two 45 
minute breaks, one at 11.30am and another at 1.55pm. The reasons for trialling this are as 
follows: 

1. It allows for 3 learning sessions in the morning when our children are rested and fresh. 
2. We will have a raw food and brain break around 10.30am where children will also do ten 

minutes of physical activity which will ensure we meet our 2 hour weekly Physical 
Education mandate. 

3. With six classes in the 3-6 area it allows all middle and senior teaching staff to be released 
on the same day to plan together with their teams.  



Numeracy & Literacy Testing  

We will be allowing time for your child’s teachers to work 1-1 with your children to do pre 
numeracy and literacy testing to inform their teaching for the beginning of the 2022 school year. 
These times also create an opportunity for your child and their teacher to develop and build on 
relationship which is pivotal to learning. Please refer to Operoo to book your interviews. 

 

Semester Two Reports- Access available from 3:30 pm on Monday 

This semester we are pleased to announce that you will be receiving your child’s semester report 

online via the nForma Parent Portal.  

Instructions on how to access the nForma Parent Portal will be sent out to the email addresses that 

have been previously supplied to the school. These emails will be sent out on Monday, 13th 

December, 2021 and 3:30pm.   

It is very important that you have updated your email addresses with the school, as an automated 

email containing instructions and login details will come from  no-reply@nforma.com.au and not the 

school. Please ensure that you check your junk/spam folder for an email from that address. 

It is highly recommended that you use a computer to access your child’s reports initially. Subsequent 

logins can be made on a mobile device if preferred.  

Once you have followed the instructions, you will be able to view your child’s report online. 

Once in the portal you will need to choose your child (if you have more than one at our school) and 

then choose the reporting component.  

Forgotten passwords: 

If you have forgotten your password, please follow the 'forgotten password' link. Please note that 

your new password needs to be at least 7 characters long and must include at least one 

non alpha-numeric character, e.g. *, - / or similar. 

If you have requested a password reset and the email does not appear, please look in your 

junk/spam folder for an email from no-reply@nforma.com.au.  

If you have any questions or issues, please contact the school office. 

School Fees 2022 Policy 

The levies we collect are pooled so as to ensure the best value for dollar is achieved. We take 
pride in the fact that we are able to achieve excellent educational outcomes for our students whilst 
providing an affordable Catholic education. In keeping our costs low and affordable, it is essential 
that families contribute to their child’s education by ensuring that payment of the fees and levies 
are made each year and in a timely manner. 

To meet our costs in 2022 there will be two options for how and 
when to pay school fees which can be: 

1.      in agreed instalments via direct debit or  
2.      in total at the beginning of the year. 
  
 

mailto:no-reply@nforma.com.au
mailto:no-reply@nforma.com.au


This is to ensure that the school receives funds at the start of the school year so as we can pay 
the many costs that are invoiced to us in January and February.  Families who, until now have had 
other arrangements, are going to be asked to change to one of these two options. 
 

For families who are currently in arrears for the 2020/2021 school year and have not made an 
arrangement with the school, it is essential that you please attend to your account as soon as 
possible or contact the office prior to next Friday 3rd December 2021. 
 

Please note that we do everything we can to hold costs down whilst providing the best education 
opportunities possible for your child. We thank you for your efforts to keep payment of fees up to 
date. It is important for us to collect fees as these are included in our budgeting to cover the costs 
of delivering rich and diverse programs for your children.  
 

We understand that family income and financial situations can change for many reasons and can 
cause much stress to families and therefore always encourage families to communicate with us, 
so as individual circumstances can be managed. 
  
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support of the school in a non-
financial way through participation in classroom activities (term 1) and parent groups, contributing 
to school projects and works and assisting with fundraising and events. Our community, as a 
whole, has gained greatly from the gift of your time, effort and support. 
  
 
For your forward planning, 2022 fees are set as follows:  

•       Family fee:           $1,970.00        per family 

•       Student Levy:        $565.00           per student 

So $492.50 for each family per term (Family Fee) 

Add $141.25 for each child per term (Stud. Levy) 

•       Gr 4 camp $350.00  

•       Gr 6 camp $810.00  

Thank you for your efforts to keep your payment of fees up to date. This greatly 
assists us to meet our costs, update resources and to continue to deliver quality 
programs for your children. 

 
  



NEW FOR 2022: 

St Ambrose Parish School operates with the consent of the Catholic Archbishop of Melbourne and 
is owned, operated and governed by Melbourne Archdioceses Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS). 

From 2022 we are able to offer concessional school fees for eligible students, which means 
reduced fee and levy costs as outlined below. Please refer to the Concessional Fee Policy at the 
end of this newsletter which outlines the eligibility and an application form, if applicable.  A copy of 
the application can be emailed or collected from the office on request. 

3.    Concessional School Fees for Eligible Students 
3.1   Students of eligible families are entitled to concessional school fees. 
3.2   The school fee for eligible students is: 

1 child – $15 per child per week, direct debit ($780 per annum or $195 per term) 
2 children – $23 for the family per week, direct debit ($1,196 per annum, or $299 per term) 
3 + children – $30 for the family per week, direct debit ($1,560 per annum, or 
$390 per term) 

3.3   The above fees cover both tuition fees and levies. 

Happy Birthday 

 

 

 

Masks  

Face masks are still required to be worn by staff, visitors and Years 3 to 6 
students in an indoor space within a primary school (or schools which have 
primary students, such as a P–12 school). 

To assist your child, can you make sure that they come to school each 
day with a mask. Many students are coming without a mask and our 
supplies are quickly depleted. We recommend washable masks which 
are kinder to the environment. Thank you:} 

The wearing of masks remains recommended for Prep to Year 2 students 
and in circumstances where physical distancing cannot be maintained. 

Masks are no longer required in secondary school settings, but are 
recommended where physical distancing cannot be maintained. 

  

10 December Annie D 
   Seth X 
11 December Elke F 
12 December Maeve D 
13 December Lucinda P 
16 December Leo G 
17 December Jack B 
   Riley W 
18 December Hunter S 
   Elsie A 
19 December Anabelle W 
28 December Tyler K 
30 December Madi P 



Some Snaps from our Week    

Junior 
Disco 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3/4F experiments  
                                     SHC orientation day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 

Some of our 2022 Preps and their buddies 

 

 
 

 

  



 

Psalm 46:10-11 says: 

...Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the 

earth.” The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.” 
 

NATSICC Christmas Prayer 
 
Father of the Dreaming Your enduring love has sustained us 
for over 60,000 years  
 
Your presence, as the guiding light in our lives has ensured 
that we, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people of 
Australia continue to walk on our land in Your footsteps.  
 
During the Christmas Season we sing of our gratitude for the 
example of Your life, which gives us new meaning to our lives.  
 
We acknowledge and we are comforted by our companionship 
and Your promise to be with us, Your Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people.  
 
As we celebrate Christmas Day may wonder take hold of us 
again, opening our eyes to the marvels of Your creation and, renewing our desire to imitate your 
gentleness and peace.  
 
We ask this in Your name, Jesus, in whose life we rejoice today 
 

This will be our final newsletter for this year. Happy Christmas, take care and we will see you in 
2022! 
 
Kind regards,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/passage/?q=psalms+46:10-11


This Week’s Classroom Feature– 5/6M 

 

What’s been happening in Grade 5/6M! 
 

Yesterday, it finally felt like we were beginning to get back to some normality, and 

what our whole curriculum should look like! We headed off on our first excursion in 

almost 18 months! It was so exciting to be able to complete a unit of work and then 

culminate it with a trip to Melbourne. Lots of singing, kids enjoying each other’s 

company and happy laughter filled the bus. It was truly fantastic! 

We firstly headed to Imax and watched Ocean 3D, ‘Extreme Environments’. It was 

an extraordinary journey of discovery and wonder, it transported us to the deep, 

mysterious worlds of Earth’s oceans. The film was packed with drama, awe and 

spectacle, this immersive film revealed the untold stories of the ocean’s most 

astonishing creatures. 

Dolphins leapt for joy through the waves as we 

began our journey into the blue. Our first stop was 

the coral reefs, where we meet fascinating 

characters like an ingenious tusk fish that used a 

tool to open its food. Then to the great forests of the 

sea, where we found a cunning octopus who 

shielded herself in an armoury of shells to hide from 

predators. We were entertained by a walrus mother 

and her calf, sharing a funny journey of what 

lengths a mother would go to protect her baby.  

Our second stop was ArtVo. It offered our kids the chance to 

experience a traditional art museum in a whole new way. We 

were immersed into a world of optical illusions, larger than life 

murals which allowed us to come face to face with wild animals, 

scale rocky crevasses and surf the ultimate pipelines. Not only 

did our kids touch the artwork, but they also took photos of 

themselves striking poses. 

Let’s hope and pray this is the beginning of many more 

extracurricular activities for our kids. Many thanks to our parent 

helpers, Lindsey, Michelle and Natarsha and also to Mrs Old 

who took time out of her day to spend it with us. 

We wish everyone a wonderful Christmas and a safe and peaceful new year. 

 

Best wishes, 

Brenda McDonald and 5/6M 
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