
NEWSLETTER NO.  1  WEEK 2  TERM 1  FRIDAY 11TH FEBRUARY ,  2022   

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 1 2022  

Wednesday 16 February 2022 Prep students’ rest day 

Monday 21 February 2022 Cobaw Tennis x 4 Grade 6 students 

Wednesday 23 February 2022 Prep students’ rest day 

Monday 28 February 2022 Prep students attend full time 

Tuesday 1 March 2022 Cobaw Summer Sports (Gr 5/6) 

Monday 7 March Whole School Cross Country 

Monday 14 March 2022 Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 15 March 2022 School Closure Day Religious Education PD 

Wednesday 16 March 2022 Sacred Heart College Year 5 transition day 

Thursday 17 March 2022 Year 6 Leaders attend St Patrick’s Cathedral Mass 

Monday 28 March 2022 Hanging Rock Cross Country 

Wednesday 30 March 2022 Whole School Sports Day 

Monday 4 – 8 April 2022 Grade 6 camp 

Friday 8 April 2022 End of term dismissal – 2.30pm 

Saturday 9 April – Sunday 24 April 2022 School holidays 

Friday 15 April 2022 Good Friday 

Sunday 17 April 2022 Easter Sunday 

Monday 18 April 2022 Easter Monday 

Monday 25 April 2022 Anzac Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 26 April 2022 Term 2 commences 

 

Please Note: ALL 

ADULTS wishing to 

come onsite inside 

or outside must be 

double vaccinated. 

We are required by 

law to see proof of 

vaccination.  

  
Dear Families, Friends and Parishioners, 
 
It is great to hear from so many of you that your children 
are enjoying being back at school. Thankfully we have had a very harmonious and uninterrupted 
first few weeks with no confirmed Covid cases. We had one case reported last week which was 
deemed a false positive after a PCR test came back negative. Your children will have brought 
home their RAT test kits this week which will cover them for the following two weeks. Thank you 
for all you are doing to keep our school as safe as we can. 
 
This year as part of our school improvement focus we are designing learning together by enabling 
student voice, agency and partnership. Our newsletter is the central document we use to keep you 
updated and share the learning and goings on in our school. We ask that you make some time 
each week to read through the newsletter and take note of what is relevant to you. Our captains, 
Tilly and Mason, have written this week’s opening address: 

 



Hello from your 2022 school captains, Tilly and Mason. 
We hope you’ve had a great two weeks back at school.  
 

Welcome to the preps and new families who have joined 
our school community this year; we hope you make 
loads of new friends. 
 

Please look out for us in the yard. If you need anything 
or someone to play with, we are more than happy to help 
find you a friend. We’d love to give a hand to anyone.  
 

Enjoy the garden, as it's a great place to play with your 
friends. We have a new cubby for everyone to enjoy and 
we are hoping another cubby will be coming our way real 
soon, thanks to Sacred Heart. You can also play hide 
and seek in the garden, but remember no ball games.  
 

The oval is a great place to play sport or just sit by the chestnut tree and play duck, duck, goose. 
 

We hope you’ve enjoyed your new classrooms, teachers and specialist subjects.  
 

Wishing everyone an amazing year and we hope we see you around our wonderful school! 
 

Until next time, 
 

Tilly and Mason 

 
Welcome to our 2022 Preps & New Families 
 
We warmly welcome our new families: Borg, Cameron, B Collins, H Collins, Conneely, Delaney, 
Gazzola, Gibbs, Hepburn, Holmes, Hurley, Jones, Kandelaars, Keenan, Matthews, Mornane, 
Murray, Perry, Rossi, Setshwaelo, Seychell, Sieber, Sullivan, Taylor, Whitton, Wurcel. 

 

 
 
 
 
Our assistants to the Deputy Principal Max and Jemima  
did a splendid job organizing the collage of photographs of 
our new families. 
 
 



Introducing Our New Staff  

Each year brings new opportunities and additions to our staff. We are delighted to welcome our 

following staff members to our school community: 

My name is Michelle Campbell and I will be working at St Ambrose 

School as an ESO in class 3/4L this year.  Some of you may know me 

already as a parent.  I live in Trentham with my husband Kieran and 4 

children aged between 7 and 14.  My eldest daughter has a disability and 

type 1 diabetes and I am a passionate advocate for those with additional 

needs. 

I am originally from the UK and have lived in Australia for seven years.  I 

enjoy walking and cycling and travelling whenever possible. 

I completed my work placement at St Ambrose School last year and thoroughly enjoyed the 

experience.  I am really excited to be working with the incredible staff and students and I am 

looking forward to getting to know those I have not already met. 

 
Hello St Ambrose Community, 
 

I’m Erin Brass. I have been a teacher for 10 years with an array of 
experience, of which includes special education and learning support. I have 
taught in Melbourne as well as internationally both in London and Rome. In 
2017, I qualified as a professional coach, with the skills and practice to 
support anyone with the goals they want to achieve. Wellbeing is at the heart 
of my teaching and coaching practice. It is through my vast experience, 
across many age groups, that I have seen how important laying the 
foundations of wellbeing is in providing the best circumstances for learning. 

Outside of school, I am also involved in community theatre, as an actor and committee member. I 
am moving to the region from Melbourne and am so excited to get to know and contribute to the St 
Ambrose community. Please feel free to come and say hello.  

 

Hi, I’m Karen White and I’m teaching in grade 3/4 this year. I’m so 

happy to be given the opportunity to teach at St. Ambrose this year. I 

have been teaching for 14 years, spending the last 10 years at St. 

Mary’s in Castlemaine. I absolutely love teaching! I’m very passionate 

about all subjects, though English & History are my favourites.  

When I’m not working hard to prepare exciting, engaging and fun 

lesson tasks, you can find me either in my garden or kitchen. I love 

trying out new recipes (especially Italian) and creating green spaces on 

our two acres in Strathfieldsaye, Bendigo. When growing up, I lived in 

many different states and attended numerous primary schools as my dad was in the Navy. I have 

a wonderful husband, Rick, and three gorgeous boys (now young men), Chris (27), Ben (26) & 

Lincoln (18). I’m also a doting nan to Jett, who recently turned one.  

I can’t wait to meet the many families of St. Ambrose and I’m looking forward to an amazing year 

at this beautiful school.  



Hi, my name is Michael Lawlor and I’m really excited to join the 
St Ambrose school community and being a part of 3/4L. I’ve 
already felt welcomed by the staff, parents and students over 
the past week and look forward to meeting everyone through 
the year. I have recently moved to Woodend from Bendigo and 
have enjoyed exploring the town so far. 
 
When I’m not teaching, I enjoy some of the following things: 

 

 Travelling, I’ve so far travelled to 10 different countries and am hoping to do more. 

 I play and coach hockey and love helping out junior players.  

 I love all things involving animals.  I have three pet Green Tree Frogs and two native Plains 
Rats   
 

I’m looking forward to being part of our students' journey this year, which I’m sure will be full of lots 
of great experiences and learning.  
 

 
Hi my name is Alison Raco and I am teaching Prep/1R this year. I am super 

excited to be back in the classroom after doing many years of emergency 

teaching at St Ambrose. I have 3 children, 2 at secondary college and 1 at St 

Ambrose. I have a very gorgeous and spoilt Labradoodle called Peaches who 

loves to go on long walks. I like to spend time outside in the garden and 

exercising. My favourite thing to do in my spare time is cooking. I look forward 

to getting to know you all during this year.  

 
Hello students and families of St Ambrose! My name is Emily Conway and I 

am teaching Prep C this year. My favourite colours are pink and blue and my 

favourite food is chocolate. I live in Sunbury and when I am at home I love 

tending to my growing indoor plant collection. My interests also include 

travelling, music and going to the beach with my sister and nephew. I am 

very passionate about teaching and learning and my favourite subject is 

Maths. Thank you to all of the staff, parents and students who have already 

welcomed me, I feel very privileged to be joining the St Ambrose community.  

 

Greetings! I’m Mrs Byrne. I am delighted to be teaching at St 

Ambrose. Prior to teaching here, I taught at St Mary’s School in 

Castlemaine for many years. I am very excited to be doing my new 

roles as the REC and Performing Arts teacher and getting to know 

the students, parents and staff over time. I will be introducing circus 

skills this year, beginning with juggling. 

I live in Harcourt with my beautiful family consisting of my husband, 

three children, two excited dogs and a chilled cat. I enjoy art, 

gardening, running, playing the ukulele, boogey boarding, long 

walks and being with my family. 

  



Staffing in 2022  

CLASS                          TEACHER                               ESO 

Prep Ms. Emily Conway Mr Joel Dwyer 

Prep-One Mrs. Alison Raco Mrs Fiona Forbes 

One-Two Mrs. Kate Old Mrs. Sandy Howe 

Two Mr. Conor Van Der Staay 

Mrs. Jocelyn Devlin will 

team teach with Mr. V and 

Mrs. Old on Fridays this 

term. 

Mrs. Jenny Nelson 

Three-Four Mrs. Karen White Ms. Jodie Wolfli 

Three-Four Mr. Patrick Old Ms. Rhonda Scanlon 

Three-Four Mr. Michael Lawlor Mrs. Michelle Campbell 

Five-Six Mrs. Brenda McDonald Mrs. Janene Attard & Ms 

Joanna Roch will support in 

the 5-6 classes. Ms. Jodie 

Wolfli on Fridays. 

Five-Six Mrs. Danica Smith 

Five-Six Mr. Micheal Portelli 

Visual Arts Ms. Clare Shannon 

ICT/Cultural Studies Mrs. Kelly Woodman 

Physical Education Mrs. Kristy Cavric 

Music/Performing Arts Mrs. Nicole Sherlock-Byrne 

Library ESO staff.  

Mental Health & Wellbeing  Ms. Erin Brass 

Finance Officer  Mrs. Karen Basa 

Office Administrator  Mrs. Justine Mitchener 

Numeracy Leader Mrs. Debbie Geisler 

Religious Education Leader Mrs. Nicole Sherlock-Byrne 

Learning Diversity & Literacy Teacher & 

Leader 

Jennifer Boldiston 

Deputy Principal/ Wellbeing for Learning 

Leader 

Mrs. Debbie Geisler 

Principal  Ms Bronwyn Phillips 

Japanese Update 

As communicated last year, Sensei is on leave this year. We are including cultural studies with a 
focus on indigenous studies, as well as Asian studies, along with supporting our students to 
practise the Japanese they have learned so far with Sensei, who plans to resume her role in 2023. 
You will notice that your children will have a literacy/numeracy lesson every day this year which 
will enable us to continue momentum with their growth in these areas.  



Library Update 

Students continue to have their library time 
each week with their class teacher and 
ESO. Book club and the FOSSAL program 
will continue. We are currently in the 
process of staffing a library co-ordinator.  

Music Lessons 

Jake has returned to live in New Zealand 
and we are in the process of appointing a 
replacement for Jake who offers private 
lessons in guitar, key board and drums. 
We hope to have the contact details of an 
experienced teacher available to you next 
week via the newsletter. 

2022 School Advisory Council Members 

Your 2022 SAC members are: Danielle Perrin, Manisha 
Fernando, Rhea Doyle, Mike Boudrie, Jodie Warner, Ellen 
Salathiel, Debbie Geisler and Bronwyn Phillips.You may speak 
with SAC about any issues you would like raised at our meetings. 
We will meet later this term. 

Drop Off and Pick Up Times 

It is delightful to feel the enthusiasm of your children as they 
arrive at school each morning. Children are supervised from 8.30 
am until 3.45pm. We ask that you drop off and pick up within 
these times when supervision is available. Students should arrive 
by 8.55 am. School finishes at 3.30 pm which is pick up time. A 
reminder to walk bikes along the front path during peak times as pictured. Thank you for your co-
operation.  

Late Drop Off, Early Pick Up and Absence Protocols 

We ask that you please notify the school via Operoo of any planned student late arrivals, early 
departures or absences.  You may also email the teacher directly if you need to provide any 
further details.  

You can access an “Absence Explanation Notice” in Operoo by selecting 
the “Form Library” tab on the purple task bar. 

When dropping your child off late, a parent must sign the child in on the 
ipad at the front office and hand the child a green late pass to pass onto 
their teacher.  This notifies the teacher that the child has been signed in 
late at the office. 

When collecting your child early please attend the front office to sign your 
child out on the ipad.  If you child is out temporarily, you will need to sign 
them both out and back in when they return. 



Upcoming School Closure Tuesday March 15th 

Please note that Tuesday March 15th will be our first 
school closure day for this year. The teaching staff will 
spend this day engaged in Religious Education 
Professional Development. We had set March 7th for this 
PD however we have had to reschedule and will now 
have the whole school cross country on March 7th and 
the PD on March 15th. Each year schools are allocated 
four school closure days to allow time for staff to 
complete the mandated hours of professional 
development. We aim to set these dates as much as we 
can following or preceding a weekend to allow families a 
long weekend. We thank you for your flexibility and 
support.  

Footwear Clarification 

For your child’s comfort we are now allowing a broader range of ALL BLACK footwear to be 
worn. Students may now wear sports shoes (not canvas shoes) each day providing they are all 
black with no markings other than black and this also includes a black sole. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above canvas footwear is not part of the uniform.  

The following footwear may be worn: 

 

 

 

     

 

 



Socks worn by all students every day including sports days should be NAVY not 
black. 

We hope that these further options make it easier for families and help students choose a 
comfortable style for themselves. 

Vaccination for Children recommendations from MACS & the Victorian 
Government 

It’s been really fantastic to see such excitement about the return to school and we want to keep it that way. 

A crucial part of that is getting as many students vaccinated as possible. 

Alongside ventilation and other vital COVIDSafe steps such as regular rapid antigen testing, supporting as 

many students as possible to be vaccinated will help make our school as safe as possible. 

Bookings for children aged 5 to 11 to receive the paediatric Pfizer vaccine are open and we encourage 

parents and carers to get your child vaccinated, if you haven’t already done so. 

The Pfizer vaccine is safe and recommended for children. The vaccine will help protect your child from 

getting sick from COVID-19, reduce the spread of COVID-19, and ensure kids can have more time at 

school and playing with their friends. 

Vaccinations for children aged 5 to 11 years old are delivered at two appointments, eight weeks apart. 

Children with specific medical vulnerabilities can access their second dose three weeks after their first 

dose. 

If you’d like more information about this, you can read a recent statement from the Australian Technical 

Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI): www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-update-following-weekly-covid-

19-meeting-19-january-2022. 

To book an appointment 

You can book an appointment at your local GP or pharmacy: https://covid-

vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/booking. 

You can also book at a family-friendly vaccination centre by calling the Coronavirus Hotline on 1800 675 

398. 

You can make vaccination centre bookings for your children online, though you will need to use an email 

address that has not been used in the system before: https://portal.cvms.vic.gov.au. 

Helping children to get their vaccination 

Vaccination centres understand that children may feel anxious about vaccination or have other support 

needs. A range of options is available to help children get vaccinated. Please discuss your child’s needs 

with the vaccination centre when you book an appointment. 

Appointments are also available at Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisations. 

Find out more about vaccination for kids: www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-children-and-

teenagers. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/atagi-recommendations-on-pfizer-covid-19-vaccine-use-in-children-aged-5-to-11-years
https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-update-following-weekly-covid-19-meeting-19-january-2022
https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-update-following-weekly-covid-19-meeting-19-january-2022
https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/booking
https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/booking
https://portal.cvms.vic.gov.au/
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-children-and-teenagers
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-information-children-and-teenagers


Smart Watches 

We have a number of children who are bringing mobile 
phones and wearing smart watches to school. We ask that 
you read the school’s Mobile Phone & Smart Watch policy 
further in this newsletter and make contact with your 
child’s teacher if you have any questions about this. 

School Logo on Shirts 

You will notice that when you receive your new cotton shirt 
orders that the school logo is now on the opposite side to 
the pocket. Following discussions earlier last year it was 
decided to attach the logo on the other side as the cost of 
removing the pocket to have it added then stitched back on 
was adding too much to the cost of the shirts.  

Year Six Tops 

Our Year 6 students may wear their rugby tops any day they need the extra warmth of a jumper. In 
term 1, 2 & 3 they may wear their Year Six sports shirt on sports days only. In term 4 they may 
wear them every day. Our Year 6 students have already set a fine example to the younger 
students in wearing the correct uniform and behaving respectfully, responsibly, resiliently and 
kindly.  

Building Update: 

The tenders closed late last year and we 
have been going through the process of 
assessing the tender’s submission and are 
now getting very close to appointing a 
builder for the project. We anticipate that 
construction will be commencing towards 
the end of February. We are ready for this 
very exciting time and look forward to 
watching the progress. 

 



2022 Specialist Timetable and Daily Recess& Lunch Breaks 

As you know, we are trialling an altered time table in Term 1 2022. You will see that we will have 
two 45 minute breaks, one at 11.30am and another at 1.55pm. The reasons for trialling this are as 
follows: 

1. It allows for 3 learning sessions in the morning when 
our children are rested and fresh. 

2. We will have a raw food and brain break around 
10.30am where children will also do ten minutes of 
physical activity which will ensure we meet our 2 hour 
weekly Physical Education mandate. 

3. With six classes in the 3-6 area it allows all middle 
and senior teaching staff to be released on the same 
day to plan together with their teams.  



Numeracy & Literacy Testing 

We appreciate you bringing in your children for their literacy 
assessments at the beginning of the term. Our teachers have built 
rapport and gained valuable information about your children from 
these sessions which will inform their teaching and set us off to a 
productive and positive start. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

School Fees 2022  

Thank you for your enquiries regarding your school 
fee statements.  You will receive your statement via 
email on Monday, together with an accompanying 
Operoo. 
 
As communicated with you, 2022 fees are set as 
follows:  

• Family fee:  $1,970.00 per family 
• Student Levy: $565.00 per student 

So $492.50 for each family per term (Family Fee) 

Add $141.25 for each child per term (Stud. Levy) 

• Gr 4 camp $350.00  
• Gr 6 camp $810.00  

Thank you for your efforts to keep your 
payment of fees up to date. This 
greatly assists us to meet our costs, 
update resources and to continue to 
deliver quality programs for your 
children. 

 



Birthday & Food Treats Policy  

Many of our children were given candy canes or sweets with Christmas cards at the end of last 

year. Whilst we know this is a kind gesture it caused some concern with parents whose children 

have sugar sensitivity. Some children told their parents that they ate up to 5 candy canes. I have 

included our birthday and food treat policy FYI and thank you for your understanding and support 

with this.   



Mental Health & Wellbeing  

Our Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader Erin 

Brass and Debbie Geisler have undertaken 

the first training session and are gaining a 

greater understanding of how the pilot 

program will work and what role the 

mental health and wellbeing coordinator has. 

This image gives a great insight into what Ms 

Brass will be involved in. We will continue to 

share resources and knowledge as it 

becomes available and we are looking 

forward to embedding mental health and 

wellbeing practices into our school 

community.  

Teaching your child to Self Regulate 

Their Emotions (Helen Amass) 

It’s completely normal for children to 

experience heightened emotions at the start 

of a school year or during any significant changes in their routine. 

Teaching children to self-regulate their emotions is an important life skill which can help them 

identify and understand their emotions, and also manage them effectively. 

 

If you notice your child is struggling to cope with their emotions, here are five practical ways you 

can support the development of self-regulation in your child. 

 

1. HELP IDENTIFY AND NAME FEELINGS 

Help your child name their feelings by giving them a label (e.g. sad, worried, or angry). You can 

help your child identify their feelings by describing how you would feel in their situation – “I would 

feel angry if Annie took my toy. Do you think you’re feeling angry right now?” Start with basic 

emotions which are easiest to comprehend, then once your child becomes familiar with these you 

can help identify more complex levels of each emotion. For example, anger is a basic emotion, but 

upset, frustrated, and furious are more complex descriptors of the level of anger we may 

experience.  

Naming feelings is integral in helping children learn to identify them. Not only does it allow your 

child to develop vocabulary so they can talk about their feelings, but it also creates a starting point 

to explore the root of the problem. 

 

2. MODEL WAYS TO DEAL WITH STRONG EMOTIONS POSITIVELY 

Children develop self-regulation through warm and responsive relationships, and by watching 

those around them. Use organic opportunities to model how to manage strong emotions in positive 

and constructive ways. For example, how you can complete a frustrating task without becoming 

upset. In this scenario you might say something like “That was really difficult and I was feeling 

frustrated, but I kept trying and I got there in the end”. 



If you use deep breathing or other coping strategies, model these both when you’re struggling with 

difficult emotions AND when your child is too. Here’s a great video showing how one mum models 

coping strategies for her 

child: https://www.tiktok.com/@katyrobinbird/video/6954411522764393733  

 

3. OFFER A TOOLBOX OF COPING STRATEGIES 

What works for one person doesn’t work for everyone. Teach and model to your child a range of 

different coping strategies, so that they can experiment with each and find the ones that work best 

for them. 

Some examples of coping strategies include: 

 Physical tools (e.g. walking, stretching, jumping jacks) 

 Thinking tools (e.g. coping statements, positive self-talk, mindfulness, affirmations)  

 Social tools (e.g. connecting with a friend or trusted adult) 

 Relaxing tools (e.g. yoga, meditation, visual imagery) 

 Creative tools (e.g. drawing, painting, journaling) 

 

4. SUPPORT WITH PROBLEM SOLVING IF NEEDED 

It is often difficult to solve a problem when experiencing strong emotions. Once your child is 

feeling calm and safe after using a coping strategy of their choice, this is now a good opportunity 

to problem solve. You can encourage your child to problem solve on their own, or ask if they need 

some support. For example: “What could you do next time when Annie wants to play with the toy 

you’re playing with?” “Do you want my advice?” 

Give every opportunity for your child to learn and problem solve on their own, and respect their 

decision if they don’t want your advice. Just let them know that you’re there to help if and when 

they need it. 

 

5. SHOW EMPATHY, ENCOURAGEMENT, AND PRAISE 

Self-regulating emotions takes a lot of practice, just like learning to walk!  It is important that your 

child feels cared about, valued, and understood as they learn to regulate. Expect setbacks in their 

learning and growth, too – some challenges will be more difficult than others and that’s okay.  

Make sure to praise your child when they talk about their feelings or express them in an 

appropriate way. Not only does it help to normalize feeling and create a safe context to talk about 

them, it also reinforces this behaviour so they are likely to repeat it. 

Children who are able to identify, express and manage their emotions effectively are more likely to 

experience an array of long-term benefits to their mental health and wellbeing. 

These benefits include better school and career outcomes, more positive and stable relationships, 

behaving in socially acceptable ways, greater resilience and coping skills, and a positive sense of 

self. 

To learn more about coping strategies for kids, check out the websites below! 

 Deep breathing exercises for kids 

 5 4 3 2 1 Grounding Technique 

 Body Scan for Kids 
  

https://www.tiktok.com/@katyrobinbird/video/6954411522764393733
https://copingskillsforkids.com/deep-breathing-exercises-for-kids
https://copingskillsforkids.com/blog/2016/4/27/coping-skill-spotlight-5-4-3-2-1-grounding-technique
https://www.mindful.org/body-scan-kids/


From our Social Justice Team

 

18th of March, 2022 

 

2022 Social Justice Team (Leo, Ryder S, Isabelle, Tilly, Jemima, Levi & William B) 

  



Happy Birthday  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twenty-One Years of Exceptional Service and Top Notch Maintenance 
 
This year marks the 21st year that Vlad, Mark, and their 

team have looked after our gardens and grounds. When I 

first started at St Ambrose I was immediately drawn to the 

beautiful grounds and noted how well presented they 

were.  Indeed our children thrive in these calming and well-

cared for areas. We extend our sincere thanks to Vlad and 

his team for the dedication and effort they have devoted to 

maintaining a lovely outdoor environment for our students 

and community. Pictured are Vlad and Mark who have 

been tending to our garden beds and lawns for 21 years. 

Hip, hip hooray!!!  

 

  

1 Jan  Lachie G 

4 Jan  Scarlett M 

  Grace S 

5 Jan  Jacques B 

  Owen V 

7 Jan  Harriet F 

10 Jan Rose B 

15 Jan Hayden L 

  Mia T 

  Leo W 

16 Jan Oscar D 

  Patrick F 

17 Jan Caysen E 

  Ethan W 

20 Jan Sophie V 

21 Jan Leon G 

  Freddie S 

22 Jan Elliot D 

23 Jan Billie H 
 

24 Jan Oli J 

27 Jan Amari B 

28 Jan Bailey P 

30 Jan Emrys G 

31 Jan Ryder M 

3 Feb  Miranda B 

  Isla N 

4 Feb  Teddy M 

5 Feb  Ava H 

  Joseph O 

7 Feb  Henry B 

  Varli F 

8 Feb  Sam G 

9 Feb  Hayden J 

10 Feb Nye B 

10 Feb Ryder S 

14 Feb Tilly M 

15 Feb Leah W 

17 Feb Nick G 
 



Around our Classrooms   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 



      

 
 
 

 
 
  
  
 
 
 



 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 term dates 

 Start date Finish date 

Term 1 
28 January students start  
31 January in government schools 

8 April 

Term 2 26 April 24 June 

Term 3 11 July 16 September 

Term 4 3 October 
13 December students last day 
Numeracy testing on Dec 14 & 15. 

 
Kind regards,  

Somewhere, something incredible 
is waiting to be known. 

 
Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal   



This Week’s Classroom Feature– 5/6M 
 

In a million words or less….. 5/6M News! 

Dear Families, 

Welcome back to the start of a brand new school year. We hope that you have had an enjoyable 

and restful break with your families. Once again it promises to be another busy year both in and 

out of the classroom. The students have all settled well into their new classes and we are really 

looking forward to our learning journey together in 2022. 

We have wasted no time starting our learning journey. Our Inquiry 

Unit this Term is a Well Being Unit called ‘All About Me!” My 

crew will develop the knowledge, skills and behaviours which will 

enable them to achieve a degree of autonomy in developing and 

maintaining our physical, mental, social and emotional health and 

wellbeing. They will investigate issues ranging from lifestyle 

choices to how social and environmental influences play a crucial 

role in the lives of individuals and groups in the community.  

Lots of learning has already been 

happening during maths. Our major focus so far this term has 

been Place Value and Extending their Vocabulary. My 

mathematicians have already shown excellent progress in this 

short time and are ready to tackle 2D shapes and their properties!  

During writing, we have been learning about ‘What makes a great 

sentence?’ Students have been exploring simple, compound and 

complex sentences. Next week we begin looking at ‘What makes 

a great paragraph?’ Stay tuned families, hopefully, you will see some of this learning through the 

newsletter articles our students write through the year! 

Our provocation for Religion is ‘The Liturgical Calendar’. Students will investigate the 

development of signs, symbols, prayers and practises associated with the Church liturgical 

calendar. They will also interpret key scripture texts, making connections to the liturgical year 

and how it helps us to celebrate the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, it is known as the Paschal 

mystery.  

Finally, we as teachers would love to know all about your child. In a million words or less, tell us 

everything there is to know. You are the expert on your child. Tell us about their likes and their 

dislikes. We want to know about their hobbies. We want to know about their hopes and dreams. 

What are your hopes and dreams for them? 

The more we know about your child, the better we can teach them. How do they learn best? Do 

they enjoy reading? Are they Mathematicians?  What do they love about school? If you have a 

few spare minutes, jot down some points and share them with your child’s teacher. 

 

We look forward to working with you and your family this school year. We can’t 

wait to get to know your child and watch them grow as learners! 

Take care and stay safe,  Brenda McDonald 



Gospel 

 
 
 

Luke 6:17, 20-26 
 

Cut and paste the following link to view this week’s Gospel reflections of children for 

your family to enjoy: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dMbqx1NxVn8&ab_channel=GospelReadingsfor

Kids-MisterD418 

  



Community News 

 
  



          

 



 

 

  



  

MOBILE PHONE / SMART WATCH & ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY 

 
This policy outlines the appropriate use of mobile phones, smart watches as well as electronic 
devices on our school site. 
 
Rationale 
 
The staff, parents and children of St Ambrose Parish School recognise that many students and 
their families own a mobile phone.  We also recognise that some parents/guardians request that 
their child/ren bring a mobile phone and / or Smart Watch to school for before and after school 
safety/security reasons. 
 
Our core business of teaching and learning needs to be conducted in an environment free from 
unnecessary distractions or disruptions. Therefore the school strongly discourages the bringing of 
mobile phones or smart watches to school by students. The school is prepared to allow mobile 
phones/smart watches on the premises but only within the parameters of the policy as stated 
below. 
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that: 

● mobile phone/ smart watch / electronic device use does not disrupt the teaching and 
learning environment for any student or teacher 

● potential risks to student safety and well-being posed by inappropriate use of mobile 
phones can be identified and addressed 

● students, staff and parents have a clear understanding of school guidelines and personal 
responsibilities related to the appropriate use of mobile phones 

 
Responsibility 
 
St Ambrose Parish School strongly discourages students from bringing mobile phones to school. 
However, in the instance where parents feel it is necessary for their child to have a phone / smart 
watch in their possession at school, it is the responsibility of the student to abide by the 
appropriate use guidelines outlined in this document. 
 
The decision to provide a mobile phone to their children should be made by parents or guardians 
who should be aware that their child is bringing a mobile phone / smart watch to school. 
Permission for students to have a mobile phone at school is contingent on parents and students 
signing the Appropriate Use of Mobile Phones/Smart Watches at School agreement. 
 
It is the responsibility of all staff, students and parents to comply with the appropriate use of mobile 
phones and smart watches guidelines as outlined in this document and Department of Education 
and Training (DET) policy. The school accepts no responsibility for lost, stolen or damaged 
phones or smart watches. The school also accepts no responsibility for students who lose or have 
their phones or smart watches stolen whilst travelling to and from school. 



 
Guidelines for…. 
 
Students 
 
In general, students should not bring valuable items to school, as they can be easily lost, damaged 
or stolen, which is often stressful for a primary age child. Students remain responsible for all of 
their personal belongings whilst at school. When students enter the school grounds, the school 
takes no responsibility for mobile phones / smart watches. Mobile phones / smart watches are 
brought to school entirely at the owner's risk. The school accepts no responsibility for replacing 
lost, stolen or damaged mobile phones or smart watches. There are no reasons why a student 
needs to have in their possession or use a mobile phone during the school day.  
 
Parents are reminded that in cases of emergency the school office remains a vital and appropriate 
point of contact and can ensure your child is reached quickly and assisted in any appropriate way. 
Students are advised that if they bring a mobile phone /smart watch onto the school grounds 
during the school day, their parents need to complete the Mobile Phones /Smart Watch at School 
agreement. Mobile phones should be switched off as soon as students enter the school grounds. 
Phones and smart watches (that are activated with a sim card) must be kept turned off and 
handed in at the office at the beginning of the school day. They can then be collected at home 
time from the office. In some instances students may gain permission to wear their smart watch. A 
letter from the student’s practitioner needs to be provided to the school stating why they need to 
wear their smart watch.  
 
If students do bring their mobile phone or smart watch to school it should be clearly marked with 
their name. Students are not permitted to bring mobile phones or smart watches on school 
excursions and overnight camps under any circumstances, unless deemed acceptable by the 
school for that occasion. School staff will not be held responsible for the security of phones or 
smart watches should this guideline be breached. In instances where students need to contact 
their parents this will be organised by supervising staff. 
 
Parents and Community Members 
 
At all official school functions, during meetings or when assisting in classrooms mobile phones 
should be switched off or put on ‘silent’. 
 
 
Sanctions 
 
In line with our Student Welfare Policy, for students who fail to follow these guidelines, the 
following sanctions may be applied: 
 

● confiscation of the mobile phone / smart watch (handed back to student or parent at the end 
of the day). 

● in school suspension. 
● communication with parents/guardians regarding mobile phone / smart watch use at school. 
● a student being banned from bringing a mobile phone / smart watch onto the school 

grounds. 
 
Unacceptable Use of Mobile Phones 
 
Using mobile phones in an inappropriate manner is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  
 
Inappropriate uses of mobile phones / smart watch include but are not limited to: 



● using a mobile phone /smart watch at a time that will disrupt the learning environment or 
interfere with the operation of the school 

● making calls or sending messages with the intent to bully, harass or threaten another 
person 

● using mobile phones / smart watches to take photographs of other people without their 
consent 

● using obscene, derogatory or socially unacceptable language while using a mobile phone 
or smart watch. 

● using mobile phones / smart watch to receive download and display inappropriate 
photographs or other material 

 
It should be noted that it is a criminal offence to use a mobile phone or smart watch to menace, 
harass or offend another person. The school may consider it appropriate to involve the police. 
 
Related Technology 
 
Related technology such as portable computer games, iPods and other similar devices are not to 
be brought to school under any circumstances. (Unless specified by teachers) The school accepts 
no responsibility for the security of these items and the procedures applying to the inappropriate 
use of mobile phones/smart watches will apply equally to these devices. 
 
Exemptions 
 
Exemptions of this policy can only be approved by the Principal and then only in exceptional 
circumstances. 
 
 
Implementation 
 
Teachers will discuss this policy with students to ensure they have a clear understanding of the 
guidelines and procedures. The community will be made aware of this policy through the weekly 
newsletter, at School Advisory Board meetings and the policy will be posted on the school’s 
website.  
 
The policy will be made clear to all students and their parents seeking enrolment at St. Ambrose 
Parish School.       
 
Evaluation 
This policy was developed and ratified by the St Ambrose Parish School staff and community in 
Term 3- 2020.  
 
It will be reviewed when deemed necessary by the school Principal and executive. 
 
References 
 
Department of Education and Training Policies and Procedures 
https://www.det.vic.edu.au/policies/staff/ethical_behav/comm_dev/PD20020024.shtml  
Australian Mobile Telecommunications Association – Developing an Acceptable Use Policy for 
Mobile  
Phones in Your School.  
 
 

  

https://www.det.vic.edu.au/policies/staff/ethical_behav/comm_dev/PD20020024.shtml


Agreement 

 

Student Full Name: __________________________________________  Class: ____________ 

 

Student Mobile Phone Number (if applicable): ________________________________________ 

 

St Ambrose Parish School accepts that some parents give their children mobile phones / smart watch 

to protect them from everyday risks involving personal security and safety. However, the school has 

clear guidelines and procedures for the appropriate use of mobile phones / smart watches as outlined in 

the St Ambrose Parish School Mobile Phone / Smart Watch / Related Device Policy. In order for any 

student to bring a mobile phone / smart watch onto school grounds they must have read and clearly 

understood the policy as well as co-signing the following agreement with their parent. 

 

STUDENT AGREEMENT 

 

I have read the St Ambrose Parish School Mobile Phone / Smart Watch / Electronic Device Policy and 

agree to the following: 

 

● when bringing my mobile phone / smart watch to school I will switch it off as soon as I enter the 

school grounds and hand it in to my teacher. Please note that permission may be granted to wear 

the smart watch for a pre-approved purpose.  

● I understand and will abide by all the guidelines for acceptable use of mobile phones / smart 

watches  at St. Ambrose Parish School. 

● I understand the behaviours that constitute unacceptable use of mobile phones and smart 

watches and will not engage in these behaviours at any time. I acknowledge that if I break the 

terms of this agreement my phone will be confiscated, my parents will be contacted and I may be 

banned from bringing my phone /smart watch onto school grounds. 

 

Student Name (print): _________________________________________________________ 

 

Student Signature: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

PARENTAL AGREEMENT 

I give permission for my child to carry a mobile phone/ wear a smart watch to school. I have read the St 

Ambrose Parish School Mobile Phone/Smart Watch and Electronic Device Policy about appropriate use 

of mobile phones/smart watches and discussed the guidelines and procedures with my child.  

 

I agree to support school policy with regards to mobile phone/smart watch use and agree to support 

school decisions and actions regarding mobile phones/smart watches.  

 

I understand that this form will be kept on file and details may be used to assist in identifying a phone 

should the need arise. 

 

Parent/Guardian Name (print): __________________________________________________ 

 

Parent Signature: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 



 


