
NEWSLETTER NO.  3  WEEK 5  TERM 1  FRIDAY 25TH FEBRUARY ,  2022   

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 1 2022  

Monday 28 February 2022 Prep students attend full time 

Tuesday 1 March 2022 Shrove Tuesday 

Cobaw Summer Sports (Gr 5/6) 

Parent-Teacher Conversations 3.45-5.15pm 

Prep – Year 2 About the town excursion 

Wednesday 2 March 2022 Parents as Helpers Training Sessions 8.45 am & 2.30 pm 

P/1R, 1/2O & & 2V Parent teacher Conversations 

Ash Wednesday Mass 

Thursday 3 March 2022 Parent-Teacher Conversations 3.45-5.15pm 

Monday 7 March 2022 Whole School Cross Country 

Wednesday 9 March 2022 Reconciliation Information Family Conversation 7-8 pm 

Thursday 10 March 2022 

 

Information Session Listening to Your Child Read 

 

Monday 14 March 2022 Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 15 March 2022 School Closure Day Religious Education PD 

Wednesday 16 March 2022 Sacred Heart College Year 5 transition day 

Thursday 17 March 2022 Year 6 Leaders attend St Patrick’s Cathedral Mass 

Monday 21 March 2022 World Downs Syndrome Day: Children may wear Crazy Socks and bring a gold 
coin donation for Downs Syndrome Australia. 

Wednesday 23 March 2022 Preparation Day & Sacrament of reconciliation 12.30 pm 

Monday 28 March 2022 Hanging Rock Cross Country 

Wednesday 30 March 2022 Whole School Sports Day 

Friday 1 April 2022 Prep & New Parent Afternoon Tea 2.30 pm Hall 

Friday 8 April 2022 End of term dismissal – 2.30pm 

Saturday 9 April – Sunday 24 April 2022 School holidays 

Friday 15 April 2022 Good Friday 

Sunday 17 April 2022 Easter Sunday 

Monday 18 April 2022 Easter Monday 

Monday 25 April 2022 Anzac Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 26 April 2022 Term 2 commences 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Families, Friends and Parishioners,  

We have been making the most of the sunshine this week 
and enjoying the outdoors in our lovely grounds. Your 
children have had some of their classes outside and many 
have been spending time in the garden.  



Next Wednesday is Ash Wednesday which marks the beginning of Lent. Lent lasts for forty days 
because that is how long Jesus spent in the desert, fasting and reflecting. Ash Wednesday is 
important because it marks the start of the Lenten period leading up to Easter, when Christians 
believe Jesus was resurrected. The ashes symbolise both death and repentance.  Lent can be 
viewed as an opportunity for renewal when we allow time and space to reflect on what we can do 
to improve our relationships with ourselves and others. 

All of our classes will attend Mass on Wednesday at 9.30. It will be terrific to celebrate together in 
the Church on this day. 

We are looking forward to our parents joining us in the classrooms as helpers. If you have 
completed a training course within the last three years you do not need to attend the parent as 
helpers session again this year. Your teachers will be making contact soon to ask for your 
assistance. Your children do enjoy and benefit from this extra adult support. 

Remember to take note of up and coming dates in your calendars. Our students will be 
participating in inter-school sporting events, sacraments as well as excursions.  

 

Cross Country Training 

Our classes have been challenging 
themselves to run the distance of their 
age group cross country event. They 
have been training at school to build 
themselves up for our school cross 
country day on March 7th which will be 
followed on a later date by the Cobaw 
cross country trials. They have also 
walked the cross country course with 
Mrs. Cavric. 

 

Covid Update 

We had three positive cases reported this 
week, one in year 5-6S, 3-4W & P-1R. 
Thank you for maintaining Covid-safe 
practices and continuing with the twice 
weekly RAT tests. Your children should 
have brought home another pack to cover 
them for the following two weeks. For now 
all students in Year 3-6 need to continue to 
wear a mask indoors.  

Student Led Assembly 

We have had two assemblies so far this 
year which our Year Six Leaders have led. 
For now we need to continue to have these 
online. We will let you know when you are able to attend these again. 



 

Timetable Amendment 

As you know we have been trialling an altered time table model. Please note that from next week 
recess and lunch will be within the following timeframes. We have found that two 45 minute breaks 
rather than a half hour recess and 1 hour lunch works well for our students however we will begin 
recess at 11.00 am rather than 11.30 am as the extra half hour was a little long before the first 
extended break. Thank you for your understanding. 

Recess 11.00 am -11:45 am        We will eat inside from 11:00-11:05 am. 

Lunch 1:55 pm -2:40 pm              We will eat inside from 1:45-1:55 pm.  

 

Daylesford LIFE Macedon Magazine 

Pictured is Archer with his Mum and sister, proudly 
holding the, “Daylesford Life Macedon” magazine 
which depicts a variety of local venues, events and 
places of interest.  Madeleine is the organiser of each 
edition which is published quarterly. It is a good read 
and well worth looking out for in The Age newspaper.  

School Crossing Update  

Thanks to the continued 
persistence of Mike Boudrie and 
Geoff Martin it looks like we will 
have a safe crossing area over 
Urquhart St before the end of the 
year. We will give further details 
about this when we are given 
them and continue to rally to have further signage and 
crossings in the Templeton corridor as well as a 
crossing over Brooke St which will improve the safety 
of all of the local children and families who use this 
route before and after school.  

 



 

Sacraments 

Many of our students are preparing for their sacrament of Reconciliation scheduled on March 23rd. 
We ask that you make note of the events on the calendar which will support them in their 
preparation. 

Parent Teacher Conversations 

We are very happy that so many of you have booked a 
time to meet with your child’s teachers.  
 

We encourage you to use this opportunity which is a great 
way to allow communication between school and home, 
meet with your child’s teacher and share with them 
information which will assist them to learn to know your 
child. These conversations have the purpose of assisting 
us to hear about your child from you and enable us to work 
together toward your child’s learning and social wellbeing. 
We included the Gardiner multiple intelligence scale in last 
week’s newsletter which may prompt sharing of your 

child’s skills and talents. Your child’s teachers are very keen to meet with you! You may choose a 
face to face meeting or an online meeting. 

 

If you are unable to book in on the days allocated you can make an alternative date with your 
child’s teacher. If you wish to book a time with specialist staff you may do this via the office.  

A Lenten Invitation from Bruce Downes 

Lent is a time of renewal for us as Catholics and that is so needed in the world right now.We are an 

Australian Catholic Ministry reaching those who are disconnected in their faith from around the world, as 

well as people who are committed and want to go deeper in their spiritual journey.I am writing to invite 

you and your School community to walk through Lent 2022 with me and my Team so that we can 

encounter Christ and allow our lives to be completely transformed this Easter. 

LENT 2022 WITH THE CATHOLIC GUY BRUCE DOWNES 

Be inspired, Be refreshed, Be renewed! 



For 40 days you will receive a short, practical and inspiring video in your 

inbox every morning to help you make this Lenten journey more 

powerful and prayerful. This program is FREE and you can sign up 

here:  :  https://BruceDownes.org/Lent22 

Call 1300 734 880 for more info 

Uniform  

A reminder that hair wear should be navy in colour. Thank you. 

Library Co-ordinator: Congratulations Clare 
Shannon 

We are very happy to announce that Ms. Clare Shannon will be 
taking on the role of library co-ordinator from next week! For those 
of you who know Clare you will also know that she has great 
energy and enthusiasm for anything that she takes on. Clare is excited to have this opportunity to 
maximise the potential of our beautiful library. She will communicate developments through the 
newsletter and she will also enlist the support of parents and grandparents who would like to help 
out in the library.  

We have just completed a library 
audit and still have many books 
not returned. We are in the 
process of refining our borrowing 
system so that we can keep track 
of our books all while our students 
can continue to enjoy borrowing. If 
you find any of our books at home 
it would be great if you could 
return them. Students continue to 
have their library time each week 
with their class teacher and ESO. 
They may borrow during this time 
providing they have returned the 
books that they borrowed the 
week before. Junior school 
students may borrow two picture 
story books which will be due 
back in one month from the date borrowed. If they bring both books back the following week they 
may borrow two more, if they bring one back they may borrow one more book. If any books are 
overdue they need to be returned before further books can be borrowed.  

Take home leveled readers will now be managed from the classroom. Our children need to be 
reading daily to develop reading skills. Our junior school students will bring home their leveled 
reader each night to read with an adult at home. They can then bring it back the next day and they 
will have an opportunity to read again to an adult. Parent helpers will assist with this routine. 
Children can then choose another book to take home for the next evening.  

We ask you to assist your child to take responsibility to care for and return their books so that all 
students can enjoy them. Our book club and the FOSAL (Friends of St Ambrose Library) program 
will continue. Clare will be in touch with information as it is relevant. 

https://brucedownes.org/Lent22


I want to thank our wonderful Education Support Officers for doing a sterling job scanning in and 
cataloging our new books as well as getting the library in order and ready for our children to relax 
in and immerse themselves in literature.  

Listening to Your Child Read Parent Information 
Session  

We are conducting an information session on How to Listen to and 
Support your Child’s Reading Development on Thursday March 10th 
at 9.15am. This session will particularly assist parents of prep-year 
two students and parents helping with reading in the classroom. We 
welcome your attendence.  

Parents as Helpers Training Wednesdsay March 2nd 8.45am or 2.30pm  

We are looking forward to our parent helpers joining us from Tuesday March 1st. All parent helpers 
are required to meet the following requirements: 

1. You need to be fully vaccinated and have sent a copy of your vaccination certificate to the 
office (You may block out the Individual Healthcare Identifier (IHI) number). 

2. You need to have completed the school Parent as Helper Training Course within the last three 
years. Note the dates on the calendar for this year’s training sessions. 

3. You need to have provided the office with a copy of your current Working with Children Check.  

Your children’s teachers will make contact with you about their class parent helper needs. 

Prep & New Parents Afternoon Tea 2.30 pm in the Hall on April 1st 

We are looking forward to welcoming our new families on site on Friday April 1st over afternoon tea in the 
Hall. We hope that you can come along to meet and chat with other parents and our staff. 

Garden Club Wednesday 

Meagan ignited much passion and enthusiasm this week in our lovely garden where she enabled 
our keen gardeners to create beautiful posies to take home. Many thanks Meagan. If you have 
completed all the parent helper requirements and would like to assist Meagan o Wednesdays at 
lunch time play can you please notify the office the morning of the day you can come in.  

 

 

 



Staff Professional Development 

Our staff had lots of fun taking part in a physical education workshop this week where we learned 

more about enjoyable as well as inclusive ways of allowing our students to participate in physical 

activity. Mrs. Cavric takes our students for a PE session each week. In order to allow the required 

2 hours PE each week, class teachers also take one session or several shorter sessions. We 

learned by doing in this workshop and have come away with many ideas and games to engage 

our students. 

 

 



           

 

Chicken Coop Construction  

Our year 5-6 classes will be starting work 
constructing our chicken coop in the next two weeks. 
Watch this space for updates on their progress! 

Woodend Football and Netball 

If your children are keen to join our local teams you 

can make contact via the email advertised. 

 



Music Lessons at St Ambrose starting on Wednesday March 2nd 

We are fortunate to have the skills of Jacob Petrossian available for those who would like private lessons to 

learn an instrument. Jacob is an experienced instrumental and singing teacher who has been 

recommended to us. Jacob will begin lessons on Wednesday March 2nd. See Jacob’s details below: 

My name is Jacob Petrossian, I am Guitarist/Vocalist from Christchurch, New Zealand. I moved to 

Melbourne in June 2018 to further myself as a musician and throw myself into one of the most flourishing 

music scenes in Australasia. 

Music has been a huge part of my life since I was 10 years old, from playing in touring Metal bands, Jazz 

ensembles, Choirs, Acoustic Duos and as a Solo artist. I have been teaching music since 2015 and I have 

found that it has been an incredibly fruitful and intellectually exciting way to grow as a musician and human 

being. I am passionate about sharing my own musical experience and knowledge to others who are 

seeking to grow and develop some invaluable skills. 

I offer lessons for the following instruments  

- Guitar 

- Keyboard 

- Ukulele 

- Bass 

- Drums 

- Singing 

These lessons are available at the following rates 

- $18 per lesson: group of 5 

- $25 per lesson: group of 2 

- $35 per lesson: one on one 

Get in touch to enquire about music lessons and terms/conditions. 

Phone: 04 3142 5482 

Email: jacobpetrossian94@gmail.com 

J. Petrossian 

 

 

Masks 

As you know all students in year 3-6 need to 

wear a mask indoors at school. Younger 

students may wear masks also if they wish. 

It is our student’s responsibility to ensure 

they have a mask to wear each day and we 

ask that you support them with this. We have 

been distributing beyond our quota of masks 

which is becoming costly to the school. 

Thank you for attending to this.  

 

 



Mother’s & Father’s Day Survey 

We have been adding important dates to our school calendar and keep the calendar updated in 
the weekly newsletters. I have had many parents express that last year’s Mother’s Day afternoon 
tea worked very well for them. We want to be inclusive and honour our Mother’s and Father’s in a 
way which allows the majority of families the opportunity to attend an event which is enjoyable for 
them. We have sent out a survey via Operoo to ask for your preference in what we schedule to 
celebrate these occasions. The options are listed below. We will then set a date for the most 
popular options. 

1. A Mother’s / Father’s Day Breakfast 7.00 am 
2. A Mother’s/Father’s Day Afternoon Tea 2.30 pm Before Pick Up  
3. A Mother’s/Father’s Day Afternoon Tea after Drop Off at 5.00 pm  

 

Student Initiatives 

Pictured is Elijah who has made a proposal to have a STEAM 
activity day. Elijah who was suported by our captains Mason 
and Tilly spoke about enabling our IT and Scientifically minded 
students an opportunity to shine as well as including anyone 
who would like to explore the STEAM area more fully. Elijah will 
develop his idea further and will keep you posted! Thank you for 
your foresight Elijah! 

Student Initiatives: Pets at School 

Following a request to have a school dog, some of our students 
are going to share information about a story dog with us next 
week. It is our hope to engage a story dog for our students to 
read to. More information will follow in next week’s newsletter. 

 

 



Mental Health & Wellbeing :  

Our MH&W co-ordinator Erin Brass highly recommends the following book which gives valuable 

information about how we can support the development of our children’s minds.  

 

Shade Sails 

We have received funding to erect a 
further shade sail outside our library 
over the decked area. This will be 
completed by June.  

 

  

27 February 2022 Sonny B 

   Nicholas M 

   Rex R 

3 March 2022 Harriet B 



Student Awards.  Congratulations to…… 
 

Prep C  Leah W for being responsible and respectful in the classroom. 

Prep C  Henry B for always being respectful and listening. 

P/1R  Deon S for being such a wonderful role model for our class. 

P/1R  Teddy M for having such a great start to the year. 

1/2O  A.J. S for being responsible in his learning.  You are a great model. 

1/2O  William C for showing kindness to others. 

2V  Holly M for working diligently on all tasks she undertakes. 

2V  Arthur H for always showing resilience when facing challenges. 

2V  Billie H for being a kind and respectful member of 2V! 

3/4L  Archie S for making great choices with his learning. 

3/4L  Georgia P for a fantastic start at St Ambrose. Well done. 

3/4O  Madeline D for showing great resilience in the classroom. 

3/4O  Hayden L for being a responsible learner and always giving a task a go. 

3/4W  Ava R for writing a very engaging story of being list in the Italian wilderness. 

3/4W  Joel W for using the problem-solving strategy of finding a pattern in whole class Maths Talk. 

5/6M  Cooper B for his attention to detail during all class tasks. 

5/6M  John P for using different strategies to answer questions relating to decimals. 

5/6P  Isla W for her respectful behavior in and out of the classroom. 

5/6P  Cameron P for being a kind and caring classmate. 

5/6S  Victoria C for having a growth mindset towards learning. Well done! 

5/6S  Ryder S for being organized and ready for learning. Well done! 

PBL ticket winners 

Peaches K – Resilience outdoors (Prep C) 

Myles L – Respectful indoors (P/1R) 

Patrick F – Responsible indoors (1/2O) 

Ruby S – Respectful indoors (2V) 

Madison M – Responsible outdoors (3/4W) 

Sophie V – Kind indoors (3/4L) 

Violet D – Responsible indoors (3/4O) 

Tahlia J – Respectful indoors (5/6S) 

Miranda B – Kind outdoors (5/6M) 

Aidan S – Respectful indoors (5/6P)  



Bullying NO WAY! 

The 2022 Social Justice Team are very proud to 

once again support the National Day of Action 

against Bullying and Violence. 

Join the National Day of Action against Bullying and 

Violence on Friday 18 March 2022. This year, we 

celebrate 12 years of action for Australia’s key 

bullying prevention initiative, with the theme, 

Kindness Culture.  

• The National Day of Action against Bullying and 

Violence is an important day in our school calendar 

to join schools across Australia to say ‘Bullying. No 

Way!’  

• Together we can make a change. Everyone has a role to play for bullying 

prevention. The NDA promotes school, parent and community 

partnerships to build safe and supportive learning environments.  

• The NDA is an opportunity for schools to deliver the powerful message 

that bullying is never ok. At our school we encourage students to join the 

conversation to find positive solutions for bullying prevention.  

• Kindness Culture promotes inclusiveness, respect and community 

belonging. Our 2022 theme offers an opportunity to learn about 

kindness, and demonstrate kind behaviour. Kindness plays an 

important role in bullying prevention.  Kindness is also one of our 

PBL expectations 

• Celebrate Kindness Culture with our school for the 2022 National 

Day of Action against Bullying and Violence on Friday 18 March. 

Over the next couple of weeks we will provide information to build 

awareness about what bullying is, being a Bystander, and actions 

that you can take if you are being bullied. 

 

(2022 Social Justice Team: William, Levi, Tilly, Jemima, Isabelle, Ryder & 

Leo) 

 

Help needed - Welder 

Do we have any welders in our parent community willing to weld the 
bracket back on our soccer goals? 
 
If you can help us out, please chat to Debbie Geisler - seems to have just 
rusted off (see picture)..    
 

 

 



Around our Classrooms   

    

 

   

       

 



    

 



                       
Grade One girls taking their furry friends for 

a walk in the sunshine on Wednesday. 

5/6P making PBL transition posters. 

1/2O exploring number modelling and ordering. 



 

 

2022 term dates 

 
Start date Finish date 

Term 1 
28 January students start  
31 January in government schools 

8 April 

Term 2 26 April 24 June 

Term 3 11 July 16 September 

Term 4 3 October 
13 December students last day 
Numeracy testing on Dec 14 & 15. 

 
 
Kind regards,  

  
Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

  

3/4L students running their inquiry session. 



Scenario Required action for student/family Required action for school 

Student/Staff test 
positive (either RA or 
PCR test) 

Isolate at home for 7 days. Do not 
attend school 
Inform School & DHS that they have 
tested positive. Please advise SCHOOL 
of positive test date. 
Able to return to school in 7 days 
(Negative test unnecessary) 

Staff members must report positive 
test to SCHOOL ASAP 
SCHOOL to report positive cases to 
MACS 
SCHOOL to report to school 
community of the positive case via 
daily email 

Student/staff member 
is a household contact 
(have spent 4+ hours 
in a house, 
accommodation or 
care facility with 
positive case) 

Notify SCHOOL that they are a 
household contact 
Isolate at home for 7 days. Do not 
attend school 
  
If symptomatic, stay home and 
undertake RAT or PCR test 
  
Should a household contact test positive 
within the isolation period, the seven 
days of isolation recommences from the 
positive test date. 

No further action 

Student/staff member 
has been in close or 
general contact with a 
positive case 

If asymptomatic, attend school as 
normal and monitor symptoms 
  
If symptomatic, stay home and 
undertake RAT or PCR test 

No further action unless positive 
result advised 

Student/staff member 
who had tested 
positive, has 
completed 7 days 
isolation and is 
asymptomatic 

Can return safely to school 
No need to test for 30 days after positive 
result 

No further action 

Student/staff member 
has completed 
quarantine period as 
household 
contact but during this 
time an additional 
member of the 
household tests 
positive. 

Quarantine period of seven days for 
household contacts commences on date 
of first positive case (index case). 
  
Household contacts are not subject to 
rolling quarantine periods unless they 
become symptomatic. At this point, they 
should get tested and not attend school. 
Should a household contact test positive 
within the isolation period, the seven 
days of isolation recommences from the 
positive test date. 
  

No further action 

Face Masks 

Face masks are to be worn by students in years 3-6 while indoors and outdoors when students 
are unable to socially distance. Masks are required to be worn by students travelling to and from 
school on public transport. 

Student’s mask and spare supplies are to be provided by the student’s family. 

Should you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me at the school. 

  



This Week’s Classroom Feature– 5/6S 
 

Dear Families,  

It has been an exciting week of learning in 5/6S we 

have settled into school and have established a 

fantastic routine. The students in 5/6S are loving 

their fast paced movement breaks. This year is 

going to be very busy both in and outside of the 

classroom, I cannot wait to share this learning 

journey with you in 2022!  

Our Inquiry Unit this Term is a Well Being Unit called ‘All About Me!” This week we have been 

developing our skills and behaviours to achieve a degree of autonomy in developing and 

maintaining our physical, mental, social and emotional health and wellbeing. Students have 

been practicing appropriate responses to situations and discussing their own positive traits. 

Lots of learning has been happening during our maths this 

week. Our focus this week has been addition and subtraction. 

Students have been revisiting some addition strategies such as 

the jump strategy, expanding and vertical addition and 

subtraction. Students have also been expanding their 

Vocabulary. The students in 5/6S have already shown excellent 

progress in this short time. 

 

During writing, we have 

been learning about the text structure and features of a 

narrative. Hopefully, you will see some of this learning 

through the newsletter articles our students write 

through the year!  

Our provocation for Religion is ‘The Liturgical Calendar’. 

Students have been investigating the development of 

signs, symbols, prayers and practises associated with the Church liturgical calendar. They will 

also interpret key scripture texts, making connections to the liturgical year and how it helps us 

to celebrate the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, it is known as the Paschal mystery.  

Finally, we as teachers would love to know all about your child. In a million words or less, tell us 

everything there is to know. You are the expert on your child. Tell us about their likes and their 

dislikes. We want to know about their hobbies. We want to know about their hopes and 

dreams. What are your hopes and dreams for them? The more we know about your child, the 

better we can teach them. How do they learn best? Do they enjoy reading? Are they 

Mathematicians? What do they love about school? If you have a few spare minutes, jot down 

some points and share them with your child’s teacher. We look forward to working with you 

and your family this school year. We can’t wait to get to know your child and watch them 

grow as learners!  

Take care and stay safe,  

Danica Smith 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  



Community News 

 

 



 

 



 

https://netball-registration.worldsportaction.com/appRegistrationForm 

 

 

https://netball-registration.worldsportaction.com/appRegistrationForm

