
NEWSLETTER NO.  4  WEEK 6  TERM 1  FRIDAY 4 T H  MARCH ,  2022   

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 1 2022 
ALL ADULTS WHO COME ONSITE MUST BE DOUBLE VACCINATED IF 
OUTSIDE AND TRIPLE VACCINATED IF ASSISTING IN THE BUILDING 

Monday 7 March 2022 Whole School Cross Country(if onsite (i.e. the oval) you need to be double 
vaccinated) 

Wednesday 9 March 2022 Year Prep-Year Two Around the Town Excursion 9.30am -  

Reconciliation Information Family Conversation 7-8 pm 

Thursday 10 March 2022 

 

Information Session Listening to Your Child Read 

9.15 am in the hall 

Monday 14 March 2022 Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 15 March 2022 School Closure Day Religious Education PD 

Wednesday 16 March 2022 Sacred Heart College Year 5 transition day 

Thursday 17 March 2022 Year 6 Leaders attend St Patrick’s Cathedral Mass 

Monday 21 March 2022 

 

World Downs Syndrome Day: Children may wear Crazy Socks and bring a gold 
coin donation for Downs Syndrome Australia. 

Tuesday 22 March 2022 Student Talent Show 2.00pm 

Wednesday 23 March 2022 Preparation Day & Sacrament of reconciliation 12.30 pm 

Monday 28 March 2022 Hanging Rock Cross Country 

Wednesday 30 March 2022 Whole School Sports Day 

Friday 1 April 2022 Prep & New Parent Afternoon Tea 2.30 pm Hall 

Friday 8 April 2022 End of term dismissal – 2.30pm 

Saturday 9 April – Sunday 24 April 2022 School holidays 

Friday 15 April 2022 Good Friday 

Sunday 17 April 2022 Easter Sunday 

Monday 18 April 2022 Easter Monday 

Monday 25 April 2022 Anzac Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 26 April 2022 Term 2 commences 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



. 

Dear families, parishioners and friends, 

Together as a faith community in the middle of our week we paused to 

observe Ash Wednesday by participating in Mass.  We have begun our 

journey through Lent after experiencing the tradition of Shrove Tuesday 

by making pancakes. Like any organised traveller we want to pack our 

bags to make sure we have everything to make our six week journey 

towards Holy Week and Easter make a difference.  

Ash Wednesday however is about leaving baggage behind and braving 

the unknown, carrying nothing but the mark of God’s love with more 

respect, love, generosity, openness, hospitality and hope in our hearts. 

This is ‘The Way of The Gospel’ which is this year’s theme for Catholic 

Education Week. 

We prayed that our gathering would remind us of the constant love of 

Jesus, and that knowing this, gives us the courage to spread joy and with every act be 

compassionate members of society. We remembered those who are enduring great hardship at 

the moment; the people of Ukraine and Russia as well as those who 

have been adversely affected by the flooding in NSW. 

Together we, a faith filled and connected St. Ambrose school 

community can choose the way of the gospel and make this year one 

where we bring the gospel values to life in our relationships with each 

other. 

Our school leaders and staff were also commissioned and we 

formally welcomed in the new school year as part of the focus which 

is our tradition at St. Ambrose.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



From our School Captains 

Hello everybody, 
 

It’s your 2022 school captains here. We would like to 
organise a talent show. If you would like to be a part of 
it then we will come around to your classes to ask who 
would like to participate and what acts people are 
doing. Maximum 4-5 people to a group. 
The judges will be ourselves and a friend. (Mason.H, 
Tilly.M and Millie.S.) We promise that we will be fair to 
everyone. The year groups are going to be prep to 
grade 2, and years 3 to 4 and 5 to 6. 
The talent show will be on the 22nd of March at 
lunchtime in the hall. If you’re not participating you can 
come and watch the acts. We have some prizes for 
each year group if you win, but it’ll be fun even if you 
don’t. 
We hope you will participate and we’ll see you there! 

 

Student Initiatives: 

S.T.A Day! (Sport, Tech, visual Arts.) 
 

Hello our names are Elijah.E, Tilly.M and Mason.H. 

A few weeks ago Elijah came up with an idea. There 

should be a day that students could choose their favourite 

specialist subject that they wanted to do all day.  

Either: 

 Sport  
 Visual arts (music and art) 
 Technology 

We are working on this idea with the goal to have this day 
in term two. Stay tuned! 

Crazy Sock Day 

Owen would like to celebrate Annual World Downs 
Syndrome Day by inviting us all to wear crazy socks on 
March 21st! Owen has made some posters to advertise this 
event which invites us to make a gold coin donation for this 
cause. Owen and Sophie will provide more information in 
the following week’s newsletters. 

 

 



ECSI Survey 

You will have received your log in details for our ECSI 
surveys. It would be great if you could make some time to 
complete these surveys and we thank you very much in 
advance for participating in the Enhancing Catholic 
School Identity project. The purpose of this survey 
research is to gain meaningful insights into how our 
school community views its Catholic identity today and 
how such identity might be shaped for tomorrow. 
Everyone’s input is important. Your participation should 
take about 55 minutes. Your responses are anonymous 
and your personal data is treated confidentially in 
accordance with ethical and legal guidelines. Only you will 
be able to view your individual results and this can be 
done once you’ve completed the questionnaires. 

Easter Raffle: 

Sandy is once again organising our 

annual Easter raffle. The children gain 

great joy from this school tradition. We ask that 

children bring in something to add to the baskets. It 

doesn’t need to be chocolate. It could be anything 

families would enjoy like a soft toy, coloured pencils 

or textas, a colour in book or a puzzle. Use your 

imagination! The more we collect means we can 

provide a wider range and number of prizes.  

School Improvement - Peer Observation 

To empower teachers to 
be engaged and reflective 
practitioners our teachers 
are actively participating in 
cycles of Performance and 
Development to improve 
their teaching and student 
outcomes. 

In order to support this 
and to develop a whole-
school approach to 
Learning and Teaching we 
release teachers so that 
they can observe or model for their peers before 
engaging in critical colleague conversations. This 
is one strategy we use to improve our teaching 
and learning outcomes. Teachers pre-set goals 
before these sessions and learn from each other 
in the process. We are also working on 
establishing a consistent and sequential structure 
for our reading, writing & numeracy blocks.  

 



Peer observation supports teachers to:  

 engage in professional learning to improve teaching. 
 enhance students' learning through reflective practice. 
 demonstrate leadership by observing and supporting other 

teachers. 
 celebrate excellent teachers and varied skillsets.  
 gain feedback on significant teaching or course changes 
 enhance the culture, and form a community around teaching and 

learning. 

As an observer participating in peer observation, you may: 

 see teaching practices that they can emulate.  
 learn about teaching technologies. 
 demonstrate leadership in teaching and learning. 
 support colleagues. 
 take dedicated time to watch and reflect on teaching. 
 gain a student's perspective at UQ. 
 connect with colleagues in other levels. 

This week a number of our teachers and leadership team engaged in peer observation and 
modelling best practice sessions. It is fantastic that our staff are all open to continuing to learn and 
grow as professional practitioners. 

 Cross Country  

Your children have been training for our whole school cross country event on 
Monday March 7th. The events start at 12.15pm as per the communication sent 
out via Operoo by Mrs. Cavric. This year all class teachers will remain with 
their own class for the afternoon which will allow flexibility for each class and 
ensure close supervision. Mrs. Geisler, Mrs. Boldiston and I will assist with the 
checkpoint checkin across the course.  We have had a terriffic response from 
you to assist on this day which promises to offer a challenge for our students 
from which we hope they gain satisfaction from what they accomplish.  

Parent Teacher Conversations 

All teachers have expressed that meeting with you over this week 
has been most beneficial. If you have not been able to meet with 
your child’s teacher yet they welcome your email to arrange a 
mutually suitable time. 

Prep & New Parents Afternoon Tea 2.30 pm in the Hall 
on April 1st  

We are looking forward to welcoming our new families on site on 
Friday April 1st over afternoon tea in the Hall. We hope that you can 
come along to meet and chat with other parents and our staff. 

 



 

Listening to Your Child Read Parent 
Information Session  

We are conducting an information session on How 
to Listen to and Support your Child’s Reading 
Development on Thursday March 10th at 9.15am. 
This session will particularly assist parents of prep-
year two students and parents helping with reading 
in the classroom. We welcome your attendence.  

 

 

Parent as Helpers Training  

Mrs. Boldiston and Mrs. Geisler enjoyed meeting with you for our parent as helper compliance 
information sessions. These 
meetings go over the mandates 
about child safety and 
compliance. We ask all those 
who wish to continue as parent 
helpers to complete one of these 
sessions every three years. It is 
super that so many of you would 
like to assist in some way. It is 
also fantastic that we can have 
you back working on site with us! 

School Fee Payment: Was this you?  

Thank you to all the families who have now returned their direct debit 
form, who have paid their fees or who have been in touch with Karen 
in the office. If you haven't already addressed how you are paying 
your 2022 fees we ask you to do so ASAP. 
 
We have received a payment from Joan Canning, if this your 
payment, please let Justine or Karen know in the office. 

 



Parents Joining for Prayer in the Morning 

It is our aim to invite you to join your 

classes’ prayer session in the 

mornings as it suits you from term two. 

At present, with the density limits in the 

classrooms we are unable to have 

more than a few parents in the 

classrooms at any given time. We 

hope that restrictions will ease further 

by next term which will allow parents to 

join prayer providing they are fully 

vaccinated. Parents rostered as 

helpers in the mornings can join from 

now providing we stay within three 

parents in the room at any given time. 

Music Lessons at St Ambrose Have Started! 

The children who have started their music lessons with Jacob have reported that they were great fun. We 

are fortunate to have the skills of Jacob Petrossian available for those who would like private lessons to 

learn an instrument. Jacob is an experienced instrumental and singing teacher who has been 

recommended to us. Jacob will begin lessons on Wednesday March 2nd. See Jacob’s details below: 

I offer lessons for the following instruments  

- Guitar 

- Keyboard 

- Ukulele 

- Bass 

- Drums 

- Singing 

These lessons are available at the following rates 

- $18 per lesson: group of 5 

- $25 per lesson: group of 2 

- $35 per lesson: one on one 

Get in touch to enquire about music lessons and 

terms/conditions. 

Phone: 04 3142 5482 

Email: jacobpetrossian94@gmail.com 

Masks  

As you know all students in year 3-6 need to continue to wear a mask 

indoors at school. Younger students may wear masks also if they wish. It is 

our student’s responsibility to ensure they have a mask to wear each day 

and we ask that you support them with this. We have been distributing 

beyond our quota of masks which is becoming costly to the school. Thank 

you for attending to this. Our children are doing a splendid job complying 

with Covid-safe practices…WELL DONE EVERYONE! 

 

mailto:jacobpetrossian94@gmail.com


Democratic Principles 

In compliance with the values for Australian schooling, 
programs of and teaching in our school supports and 
promotes the principles and practices of Australian 
democracy, including a commitment to: 
 
1. elected government; and 
2. the rule of law; and 
3. equal rights for all before the law; and 
4. freedom of religion; and 
5. freedom of speech and association; and 
6. the values of openness and tolerance. 
 
 Our Identity Statement articulates important values 

for Catholic Education at St. Ambrose Parish 
School. 

 Our Curriculum Scope and Sequence outlines the 
importance of Civics and Citizenship within the 
curriculum. 

 Source of Life and the Victorian Curriculum form 
the base for our school’s curriculum. 

 Our Through lines encompass a study of 
democratic principles through Personalised 
Learning. 

 Our Senior Student Leadership team respectfully 
raise and lower the Australian, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander flags at significant events. 

 Catholic Values and Values for Australian Schools 
are displayed in the Administration Area. 

 The National Anthem is led by the students at fortnightly assemblies. 
 

Mother’s & Father’s Day – We want your feedback 

We have been adding important dates to our school calendar and keep the calendar updated in 
the weekly newsletters. I have had many parents express that last year’s Mother’s Day afternoon 
tea worked very well for them. We want to be inclusive and honour our Mother’s and Father’s in a 
way which allows the majority of families the opportunity to attend an event which is enjoyable for 
them. We ask that you complete the short survey via Operoo to ask for your preference in what we 
schedule to celebrate these occasions. The options are listed below. We will then set a date for 
the most popular options. 

1. A Mother’s / Father’s Day Breakfast 7.00 am 
2. A Mother’s/Father’s Day Afternoon Tea 2.30 pm Before Pick Up  
3. A Mother’s/Father’s Day Afternoon Tea after Drop Off at 5.00 pm  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Mental Health & Wellbeing from Erin Brass  

 

“How are you?” Do we mean it and 
what could happen if we answered 
honestly? 

 

 

Often I notice how quick students are to answer the question “how are you?” It seems as if they 
too have learnt that “good” is the response to give. The same can be said with my interactions with 
adults.  
When I posed this observation to a group of year 5 & 6 students recently and asked them whether 
they ever stopped to think about the response that they gave, they were quick to realise how little 
attention they paid (or perhaps most of us pay) to what actually was the truth in that moment.  
 
Since having posed this question, not only have I watched and observed myself giving a simple 
and quick response but the students have too. We have been exploring what happens if we take a 
moment, or a breath, to ask ourselves that question before giving an honest response. What the 
students have so far reported back is that when they have given a real and truthful answer they 
have experienced much more connection with the person who asked.  
 

I wonder what would it look like if all of us gave ourselves permission to answer another’s question 
with honesty and what it would look like if we were willing to be present to an honest answer given 
from another. Not needing to fix or change a person’s answer, just simply hearing and 
acknowledging it.  
 

So the invitation is open to you all: be curious as you watch and observe what happens when you 
are asked “how are you?” and when you ask it yourself.  

What do you notice?  
What would be the truthful response?  
What happens when a truthful response is given?  
How connected do you feel with the other person (your child perhaps) in your interaction? 

 

I would love to hear what you uncover. Please stop me in the school yard, or send me an email 
and let me know.  
 

Erin Brass 

Mental Health and Wellbeing Coordinator (MH&WC) 
 

6 March Hugh F  

  Emily S 

8 March Jordan V 



Bullying NO WAY!  

ONLY 2 WEEKS TO GO! 

Planning for a safe and supportive school community requires a 
whole-school community approach. Whole-school responses to 
bullying prevention build positive and supportive school environments 
by incorporating strategies for intervention at all levels, inclusive of 
students, teachers, parents and carers.  
Three key characteristics outlined in the national definition of bullying distinguish bullying behaviours from 
other forms of peer aggression behaviours which do not constitute bullying. The key characteristics of 
bullying include:  

 power imbalance  

 deliberate intent to cause harm, and  

 ongoing and repeated behaviour. 
 
While the following behaviours of peer aggression do not constitute bullying, these behaviours may still be 
serious and require intervention at home and at school:  

 arguments and disagreements (where there is no power imbalance)  

 single acts of social rejection or meanness, or  

 isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence. 
 

It is important for our entire school community, including our staff, parents, carers and students to have a 
clear understanding of the definition of bullying to be able to distinguish these behaviours from peer 
aggression, and correctly identify and respond to incidents of bullying. 
 

Video Resource: What is bullying? – National Definition of Bullying 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0k7PfHgNFnU&list=PL8UeNKK-

858foeKh8B00TmdleTN6Evf8g&index=1&ab_channel=Bullying.NoWay%21  

For more information, please visit the Bullying. No Way! website for additional 

resources.  

(2022 Social Justice Team: William, Levi, Tilly, Jemima, Isabelle, Ryder & Leo) 

 
Friends of St. Ambrose Library (FOSAL’s) are a group of dedicated 

Grade 5 and 6 Students that want to support the LOVE of books and 

reading across our school community. 

FOSAL’s will: 

● Read and review new books that come into the Library 

● Select new books for the Library from the Scholastic Book Club 

● Help plan, promote and facilitate activities for Book Week 2022 

● When appropriate, assist in the library 

● And, brainstorm ‘other stuff’ we come up with to make our library GREAT and accessible to all 

lovers of books! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0k7PfHgNFnU&list=PL8UeNKK-858foeKh8B00TmdleTN6Evf8g&index=1&ab_channel=Bullying.NoWay%21
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0k7PfHgNFnU&list=PL8UeNKK-858foeKh8B00TmdleTN6Evf8g&index=1&ab_channel=Bullying.NoWay%21
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/responding-to-bullying/how-families-can-respond


Joseph E (5/6S) & Millie S (5/6M) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
You may have read in the last newsletter 

that I have taken on the task of 

coordinating the Library this year! Luckily 

I have many wonderful student assistants 

within the FOSAL team as well as the 

FABULOUS ESO support team! We are 

always looking  

for more parent 

volunteers to assist too! 

If you have completed 

the parent helpers 

training within the last 

three years we would 

gladly welcome some assistance in the library area. Please contact me via email: 

clare.shannon@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au  

 Micah W 

 Isla W 

 Emmy Y 

 Tahlia J 

 Lily A 

 Kai Z 

 Kev M 

 Liv S 

 Nicholas M 

 Viviana W 

 Zara C 

 Ethan W 

 Sophie O 

 Gracie C (absent) 

 Alexandra Mc 

 Cooper B 

 Caellan B (absent) 

 Catalina S 

 Mia T 

 George S (absent) 

 

mailto:clare.shannon@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


 

Thank you to all the families who have returned misplaced library books! We are still missing a 

substantial number of books however, and would invite you all to search your house for more! 

Thank you, Ms. Clare Shannon. Visual Arts and Library Coordinator. 

 

 

 

SHC Community Service 

Our students enjoyed the company and assistance of Hamish M on Tuesday who made pancake 

making even more fun for our students. Thank you for your help Hamish, you are welcome back 

any time! Our thanks also to Joel for his tremendous support.  

 

 



Snippets of our Week   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   5/6M - Dice Games in Maths 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

In Art students sketched the church and concentrated on details; especially the crosses. They then 
experienced manipulating clay into cross shapes and stamped them with different textural stamps. 
We’re all looking forward to firing up the new pottery kiln to see how they come out! 
        

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    P/1 and 5/6 Buddies (Shrove Tuesday) 

 Pancake making in 1 /2 O 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elearning - Grade 5/6 Learning to identify and name parts 
inside a computer.  
 
 
 



                pMy Identity: T-Shirt - Students designing a T-Shirt that represents who they are.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are hoping to see our families who have a child making 
their sacrament of reconciliation at our Reconciliation 
Information Family Conversation on Wednesday in the 
Church at 7-8 pm. It would also be great to see you on 
Monday afternoon for our cross country event if you can 
make it. (you do need to be double vaccinated) 

Kind regards,   

 

“There is no path  
to Happiness. Happiness 

Is the path.”  
Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  



Covid Update 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Scenario Required action for student/family Required action for school 

Student/Staff test 
positive (either RA or 
PCR test) 

Isolate at home for 7 days. Do not 
attend school 
Inform School & DHS that they have 
tested positive. Please advise SCHOOL 
of positive test date. 
Able to return to school in 7 days 
(Negative test unnecessary) 

Staff members must report positive 
test to SCHOOL ASAP 
SCHOOL to report positive cases to 
MACS 
SCHOOL to report to school 
community of the positive case via 
daily email 

Student/staff member 
is a household contact 
(have spent 4+ hours 
in a house, 
accommodation or 
care facility with 
positive case) 

Notify SCHOOL that they are a 
household contact 
Isolate at home for 7 days. Do not 
attend school 
  
If symptomatic, stay home and 
undertake RAT or PCR test 
  
Should a household contact test positive 
within the isolation period, the seven 
days of isolation recommences from the 
positive test date. 

No further action 

Student/staff member 
has been in close or 
general contact with a 
positive case 

If asymptomatic, attend school as 
normal and monitor symptoms 
  
If symptomatic, stay home and 
undertake RAT or PCR test 

No further action unless positive 
result advised 

Student/staff member 
who had tested 
positive, has 
completed 7 days 
isolation and is 
asymptomatic 

Can return safely to school 
No need to test for 30 days after positive 
result 

No further action 

Student/staff member 
has completed 
quarantine period as 
household 
contact but during this 
time an additional 
member of the 
household tests 
positive. 

Quarantine period of seven days for 
household contacts commences on date 
of first positive case (index case). 
  
Household contacts are not subject to 
rolling quarantine periods unless they 
become symptomatic. At this point, they 
should get tested and not attend school. 
Should a household contact test positive 
within the isolation period, the seven 
days of isolation recommences from the 
positive test date. 
  

No further action 
 

 

  



This Week’s Classroom Feature– 3-4O 

 



 



 

 

 


