
NEWSLETTER NO.  5  WEEK 7  TERM 1  FRIDAY 11 T H  MARCH ,  2022   

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 1 2022 
ALL ADULTS WHO COME ONSITE MUST BE DOUBLE VACCINATED IF 
OUTSIDE AND TRIPLE VACCINATED IF ASSISTING IN THE BUILDING 

Monday 14 March 2022 Labour Day Public Holiday 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK: The Way of the Gospel 

Tuesday 15 March 2022 School Closure Day Religious Education PD 

Wednesday 16 March 2022 Sacred Heart College Year 5 transition day 

Thursday 17 March 2022 Year 6 Leaders attend St Patrick’s Cathedral Mass online from the classroom 

Monday 21 March 2022 

 

World Downs Syndrome Day: Children may wear Crazy Socks and bring a gold 
coin donation for Downs Syndrome Australia. 

Tuesday 22 March 2022 Student Talent Show 2.00pm 

Wednesday 23 March 2022 Preparation Day & Sacrament of Reconciliation 12.30 pm 

Monday 28 March 2022 Hanging Rock Cross Country 

Wednesday 30 March 2022 Whole School Sports Day 

Friday 1 April 2022 Prep & New Parent Afternoon Tea 2.30 pm Hall 

Friday 8 April 2022 End of term dismissal – 2.30pm 

Saturday 9 April – Sunday 24 April 2022 School holidays 

Friday 15 April 2022 Good Friday 

Sunday 17 April 2022 Easter Sunday 

Monday 18 April 2022 Easter Monday 

Monday 25 April 2022 Anzac Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 26 April 2022 Term 2 commences 

 

Dear families, parishioners and 

friends,  

Every year on the 8th of March we 

recognise and celebrate 

International Women’s Day. 

  
It’s a day when we celebrate the social, economic, cultural 
and political achievements of women, and remind ourselves 
that there is more to do to make the world a better place for 
women and girls.  
  
We show our support for gender equality and recognise the 
inspirational women in our lives while supporting positive 
change for women, girls and their communities all over the 
world.   
  
This week has presented many opportunities for all of our 
students to shine.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of this land and pay 

our respects to the Elders both 

past, present and future for 

they hold the culture of hope for 

their people. 



Cross Country Fun 

Our school cross country run was a highlight of this week where all of our children took part in their 
long distance running event. The beautiful day along with the lovely surrounds provided the perfect 
conditions for our children and families. It was fantastic to see so many of you attend and cheer 
the children on. Thank you to Mrs. Cavric for her superb organisation and to all of you who 
assisted on the day. Our teachers supported their students well by entering into the spirit of good 
sportsmanship and perseverance and providing the encouragement they needed.  

  

National Ride2School Day March 
25th 

Stay tuned everyone…we are taking part in 
this year’s National Ride2School day on 
March 25th. It would be great if many of our 
students could take part. If you have bicycles, 
or can borrow one…have it ready to go on 
this morning!  

The Bicycle Network in conjunction with the 
State Government would like us all to 
participate in National Ride2School Day. Join 
in the celebration of promoting a healthy 
lifestyle by riding, walking, scooting or skating 
to school on this day if possible. 

Classroom teachers will be in touch if any other activities are happening for this day. 

 



Our Junior School Explore Woodend! 
 

On Wednesday, our fantastic junior school staff 

and students went on an adventure around our 

community! So far this term, the Prep-2 students 

have been investigating their personal well-being 

and how they can keep themselves happy and 

healthy. This excursion was a great way to 

explore the man-made and natural infrastructure 

around Woodend that we can interact with to 

maintain healthy bodies and minds! 

 

We began 

our 8km 

journey at the Woodend Children’s Park, exploring the 

equipment we can use there and how natural resources 

were used to create the beautiful area. Once we had a play 

and ate some of our food, we read through a poem 

highlighting the sounds of nature we experience, then used 

the natural resources around us, such as leaves and sticks, 

to etch and draw what we could feel, smell, see and hear in 

the environment. Next, we marched on, under and over 

water, until we reached the Rotary Community Exercise 

Track. Here, we were able to observe the variety of 

resources available, from the track itself to the gym 

equipment along the way. We followed the path until we 

reached Buffalo Stadium, our second last stop before we 

returned to school to replenish ourselves with some lovely 

icy poles. 

 

Overall, it was an excellent experience for 

all, serving as great practice for further 

exploration into other parts of our state in 

the future. 

Building Update 

Yes it is going to start! As often happens 
with large projects, there have been some 
delays however the notice of intent has 
been signed and we will have the start date 
confirmed soon. 

Canteen Update 

Our school canteen will be renovated as 
part of our building project which means we are unable to open the canteen until next year. We 
are currently investigating other options to allow for a lunch order day each week from term two. 



Reporting Positive Cases 

We have had a positive case in Prep C reported this week. A reminder to families to notify the 
school as soon as you become aware that your child is positive. Your children were supplied with 
a further 5 RAT tests today. Thank you again for all you 
are doing to reduce the spread of Covid-19. 

ANZAC DAY – SAVE THE DATE 

We are involved in the ANZAC March on Monday 25th, 
April which is the Monday before our first day of term 2 
which is Tuesday March 26th. We are meeting outside 
the Double 8 Chinese Restaurant at 11.15am for an 
11.30am start. We ask that students wear their full 
school uniform..winter or summer. More information will 
follow.  

Hen House 

Our year 5-6 students are soon to begin construction on our hen house. Some guidance and 
assistance from any parents or relatives who have carpentry skills would be well received. You will 
need to be fully vaccinated, have a current WWCC and have completed our Parent Helper 
Training. Please email Mrs. Macca on brenda.mcdonald@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au if you can 
help. 

Cobaw Sports  

Congratulations to all of our senior students who participated in the Cobaw Inter-School sports on 
Tuesday. Your teachers spoke very highly of the way you conducted yourselves, took part and 
demonstrated good sportsmanship over this day. The children have shared their recounts later in 
this edition. 

ECSI Survey 

You will have received your log in details for our ECSI surveys. It would be great if you could make 
some time to complete these surveys and we thank you very much in advance for participating in 
the Enhancing Catholic School Identity project. The purpose of this survey research is to gain 
meaningful insights into how our school community views its Catholic identity today and how such 
identity might be shaped for tomorrow. Everyone’s input is important. Your participation should 
take about 55 minutes. Your responses are anonymous and your personal data is treated 
confidentially in accordance with ethical and legal guidelines. Only you will be able to view your 
individual results and this can be done once you’ve completed the questionnaires. 

mailto:brenda.mcdonald@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


Easter Raffle  

Sandy is once again organising our annual Easter 

raffle. The children gain great joy from this school 

tradition. We ask that children bring in something to add 

to the baskets. It doesn’t need to be chocolate. It could 

be anything families would enjoy like a soft toy, 

coloured pencils or textas, a colour in book or a puzzle. 

Use your imagination! The more we collect means we 

can provide a wider range and number of prizes.  

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prep & New Parents Afternoon Tea 2.30 pm in the Hall on April 1st  

We are looking forward to welcoming our new families on site on Friday 
April 1st over afternoon tea in the Hall. We hope that you can come 
along to meet and chat with other parents and our staff. 

  

 

Listening to Your Child Read Parent 
Information Session  

We want our children to develop a love of books 
and enjoy immersion in literature for this will inspire 
them to want to read! 

We hope that those who attended this information 
meeting gained some benefit. The following were 
some of the points that were covered in this 
session: 

Guide you child rather than telling them 



If you tell your child every word they get stuck on, they won’t learn to use the reading strategies 
they are learning at school and will expect you to tell them every time. This isn’t going to help them 
to develop and grow as readers. 

Here are some basic reading strategies your child may have been taught in the classroom: 

 Stretch out the word – so for the word shouted – ‘sh-ou-ted’. 

 Can they see chunks in the word, or smaller words in a larger word – so for shouted – they 
could see ‘sh’, ‘ed’, ‘shout’, or ‘out’. 

 Can they sound out the word? 

 Get them to read to the end of the sentence for further clues. What would make sense? 

 Get them to work out the first sound or diagraph of the word and get their mouth ready for the 
word. 

 Can they use the picture to help?    

 Encourage your child to point under the words as he/she reads 

 Ask your child to look closely at the pictures when reading to help work out what the words 

might be  

 Allow them to use the pictures as this cross checking is an  

 strategy when learning to read. 

 talk about the sounds the letters make when children are learning their alphabet -> this is more 

useful when trying to work out what a new word is. 

 Most early books have a pattern > encourage your child to listen for the pattern to help them 

read the book. 

You can follow the link below to access further tips on listening to your child’s reading at home and 
ask your child’s teacher any questions you have: 

https://www.teachstarter.com/au/blog/home-reading-a-guide-for-parents/ 

Parents as Helpers 

• Each morning from 8:45am 
until 9:00am ish in the 
Junior rooms, all children 
who have returned their 
book from the night before 
will be changing their book – 
this is done in the hallway. 

• We would love some parent 
helpers to be here each 
morning, in the classroom, 
to listen to either their new 
book or the one from the 
night before.  This is just a 
quick read and is another 
opportunity for the children 
to read to an adult and practise their developing skills. 

• The same strategies apply for home reading – practise, encouragement and praise. 
• To be a Parent Helper in the classroom you will need to have completed the Parent Helper 

Course, have a current W.W.C.C. that you have shared with the Office and be triple vaccinated 
- to be shared with the classroom teacher who will keep a record of this, and wear a mask at all 
times while on site. 

 

https://www.teachstarter.com/au/blog/home-reading-a-guide-for-parents/


We ask that 
you email your 
child’s teacher 
if you would 
like to assist 
with listening 
to our children 
read. Children 
in Year’s Prep 
and One will 
bring home 
reading 
prompt cards 
in their reader 
folders this 
week. We 
hope that you 
enjoy this 
period of your 
child’s 
development.  

 

 

From our Captains 

  

Pictured to the left are Tilly M and Mason H. our school captains talking with 3-4W about the talent 
quest they are organising for later in the term. Indeed our leaders are showing great initiative and 
are being very pro-active! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Garden Club  

We had a lovely time in garden club on Wednesday. Megan guiding the 
children in creating origami seed packets & then explored the garden & 
harvested seed from the kale, snow peas & carrots.  

 

Music Lessons at St Ambrose Have Started! 

 

The children who have started their music lessons with Jacob have reported that they were great 

fun. We are fortunate to have the skills of Jacob Petrossian available for those who would like 

private lessons to learn an instrument. Jacob is an experienced instrumental and singing teacher 

who has been recommended to us.  

You can make contact with Jacob if you 

would like to enquire about music lessons 

and terms/conditions. 

Phone: 04 3142 5482 

Email: jacobpetrossian94@gmail.com 

mailto:jacobpetrossian94@gmail.com


Congratulations Emma and Ollie! 

We warmly congratulate Emma and Ollie who were married last weekend. 

Emma looked radiant and from all accounts it was a beautiful day. Emma is 
enjoying motherhood and says hello to you all. 

Mother’s & Father’s Day Celebrations – SAVE THE DATES! 

We want to be inclusive and honour our Mother’s and Father’s in a way which 
allows the majority of families the opportunity to attend an event which is 
enjoyable for them. We thank you for completing the survey via Operoo to ask 
for your preference in what we schedule to celebrate these occasions. The 
results are listed below and in light of your responses we have set the dates.  

Mother’s Day Breakfast 7.00am  29 
Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea 2.30pm 80 
Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea 5.00pm 21 
Father’s Day Breakfast 7.00am  47 
Father’s Day Afternoon Tea 2.30pm 34 
Father’s Day Afternoon Tea 5.00pm 41 

 

Our Mother’s Day celebration will be an afternoon tea at 2.00pm in the hall on Friday, May 6th 
followed by a Liturgy at 3.00pm. 

Our Father’s Day celebration will be a breakfast on Friday September 2nd from 7.30 am – 8.45 am 
followed by a Liturgy at 9.00 am. Come dressed in footy colours and enjoy an egg and bacon roll 
or some cereal!  

Parents as Helpers Training 

We are delighted that so many of you have offered to assist in the classrooms. For those of you 
who still need to do the training can you email me directly on 
bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au and we will organize a training session to suit. We 
ask that you do the training every 3 years. 

    

mailto:bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


Happy Birthday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mental Health & Wellbeing  

Youth Mental Health First Aid 
 

In case you missed it, there was a notice in the Woodend Star this week advertising that Macedon 
Ranges Shire Council is offering subsidised Youth Mental Health First Aid courses for adults who 
are wanting to increase their knowledge about mental health issues impacting on young people 
and to gain confidence in supporting young people to seek help and stay well.  
 
Alongside some e-learning modules, the face-face learning will occur on Wednesday evenings on 
March 16, 23 & 30 at Kyneton Town Hall. A light supper will be provided. For more information and 
to register, please contact Vishal Tandon at Youth Services on youth@mrsc.vic.gov.au or call 
5422 0333.  
 

Catholic Education Week: The Way of the Gospel 

Catholic Education Week is a national celebration of Catholic education and an opportunity to 
recognise the importance, the value, and the contributions of Catholic education to the Church and 
the world. Every year Catholics across the globe, through the celebration of Catholic Education 
Week, give thanks for the gift of Catholic education which has served nations for centuries through 
teaching students in their faith. This year’s theme is, ‘The Way of the Gospel’. Our students will 
focus on this theme throughout the week. Our Year 3-4 students explored the message in the 
gospel stories as part of their Reconciliation preparation facilitated by Denise Arnel on Wednesday 
evening. It was great to participate in this with so many of our 3-4 families. Thank you for 
organising this Mrs. Byrne. 

  

12 March George L 

13 March Rose AG 

  Hamish M 

17 March Tyler T 

mailto:youth@mrsc.vic.gov.au


Parent Feedback Reconciliation Evening- Denise Arnell 

I wanted to acknowledge the gift we (children & adults) were able to 
receive tonight in hearing Denise Arnel speak about the sacrament of 
Reconciliation. 
 
What a knowledgeable & joyous person Denise is, who can not only 
put the stories of this important step in our children’s faith journey into 
a relatable context for them, but is able to bring her knowledge of both 
Christianity and Catholic faith into modern times she needs. 
 
This is the first time I’ve had the pleasure of enjoying Denise’s words, 
and I hope for our children there are many more.  

Student Initiatives: 

S.T.A Day! (Sport, Tech, visual Arts.) 
 

Hello our names are Elijah.E, Tilly.M and Mason.H. 

A few weeks ago Elijah came up with an idea. There should be a day that students could choose 

their favourite specialist subject that they wanted to do all day.  

Either: 

 Sport  
 Visual arts (music and art) 
 Technology 

 
We are working on this idea with the goal to have this day in term two. Stay tuned! 

 

Crazy Sock Day 

Owen would like to celebrate Annual World Downs Syndrome 
Day by inviting us all to wear crazy socks on March 21st! 
Owen has made some posters to advertise this event which 
invites us to make a gold coin donation for this cause. Owen 
and Sophie will provide more information in the following 
week’s newsletters. 

Owen & Sophie’s Mum, Ellen, will be selling crazy socks at 
the front of the school next Thursday and Friday from 3.15pm. 
Socks will cost $10 per pair.  There is limited stock in assorted 
sizes. 

Proceeds will go to Celebrate T21, an organisation that 
provides families with a new diagnosis of Down syndrome 
with a special gift pack which welcomes them into the 
supportive Celebrate T21 community.  You can read more 
about Celebrate T21 here - https://www.celebratet21.com/. 

  



Snippets of our Week   

 

 

 

 

Garden Club - Picking of carrots and seed packet origami 



More fun from the garden …..lizard çatch & 
release’!   

 
Edward & Joseph just about to release the lizard they found exploring in the garden at lunch time. 

 
 
 
eLearning - Grade 1/2 Exploring and designing  
Computers of the future. 
 

 

Grade Prep/One - Using the app Draw and Tell to 
recreate an image and explanation of their favourite 
place to visit with their families.  

 
 
 
 
   
Prep/1’s tracing their bodies. 

     



Junior Walking Excursion 

 
5/6P consolidating mental 
addition and subtraction 
strategies by playing games. 
 

 

 

 
3/4L exploring different books to 
discover genres and intended audiences. 



    
 

1/2O using treasures from our excursion to inspire mindful artworks 
 
 

 

Please note that next Monday is a public holiday and Tuesday is a school closure day for staff 
Religious Education professional development. You can enjoy a long weekend and we will see 
your children back at school on Wednesday, March 16th. Given this shorter week our next 
newsletter will go out on Friday, March 25th. 

Kind regards,   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

 
  



This Week’s Classroom Feature– 3-4W 

What an incredible week it has been! It’s actually been an incredible start to our year. 3/4W have 

settled into our routines and learning is energised, fun, purposeful and productive.  

 

Our week began with Cross Country. This was both exciting and challenging. We cheered. We 

ran. We celebrated. We recovered. Now, eleven of us look forward to the next stage - Hanging 

Rock. It was a great day especially because our families were able to join us. 

 

In maths, we’ve been learning how to gather, analyse and display data. The data we’ve been 

collecting will help the grade 3/4 staff plan the grade 4 camp and the excursion to Healesville 

Sanctuary with the grade 3’s and 4’s. 

Firstly, we created meaningful and purposeful questions for our survey. We then gathered as a 

whole 3/4 unit to gather our data through the surveying of each other. Next, we took this data 

and created graphs both with and without technology. This was not easy. We were definitely in 

the ‘Learning Pit’, but we have learned so much about graphs in Google Sheets. 

 

We really enjoy our literacy time. We are reading and listening to friends, reading by ourselves and 

building comprehension skills. Our writing time has been focused around creating engaging 

narratives. We’ve been challenged to use words other than ‘said’, ‘went’ and ‘good’. 

The Wheel of Well-being has been the provocation for our integrated unit. We’ve learned that our 

well-being is dependent on our body, mind, spirit, people, place and environment, and that it 

requires a good balance between all six to be healthy.  We’ve now begun our own small group 

projects which requires us to create something that will positively promote two or more of these 

elements. Stay tuned as we plan to hold an Expo at the end of the term to share our projects. 

In Religion, the concepts of ‘kindness’, ‘spirit’, ‘hope’, ‘forgiveness’ & ‘compassion’ are being 

explored through our Reconciliation/Lent unit. Kindness is usually defined as a quality but we feel 

it’s also a verb - an action towards others. We also believe that “sorry” needs to be a verb - an 

action that shows we are truly seeking forgiveness for the wrong we have done. So instead of just 

saying sorry, we show we’re sorry. 

We’re having a great start to our year and we’re really looking forward to more learning 

experiences that are yet to come.   Year 3-4W  



 

 

  



Cobaw Summer Sports 

 

Volleyball 

On the 7th of March the Grade 5/6 students went to Cobaw Summer Sports in Romsey Recreation 

Reserve. It started out as a rainy day, but luckily for the volleyballers, they played inside the 

stadium. One by one the other schools started arriving. The schools that competed were 

Woodend, Lancefield, Romsey, Our Lady of the Rosary and Darraweit Guim.  

The boy’s volleyball team members were Cooper B, Mason H, Oscar D, Will B, Will B, Levi Z, 

Matthew M, Kai Z, Kevin M and Harry S. The girl’s volleyball team members were Alexandra M, 

Isabelle D, Zara C, Liv S, Annique S, Grace S and Catalina S.  

The boy volleyball team won a total of 3 out of 5 games and the girls volleyball team won a total of 

0 out of five games. Overall the sports were a great experience and were super fun! Thanks to the 

parent helpers and Mrs Smith. 

 

Written by Alexandra M, Isabelle D and Cooper B 5/6M 
 

 

 

Tee-ball 

It was the 7th of March and the Cobaw Summer Sports were being held at Romsey Recreation 

Reserve. We were excited because we would be competing against other schools in our district. 

The schools were St. Ambrose (us), Candlebark, Tylden, Romsey Woodend Primary, Our Lady of 

the Rosary.  

In the first round we were up against Tylden. They looked like a good team so we were a bit 

nervous and in the end they beat us. We went on, game by game and unfortunately, the only team 

we beat was Our Lady of the Rosary! We won 1/5 games.  

Our team members were Caellan, James, John, Micah, Kobe, Hamish, Joseph, Finlay, Nicholas, 

Cameron, Max, George and Ayden. H.  At the end we watched the girls team as they were in the 

finals. It was really fun! 

By: Caellan B 5/6M 
 



Boys Cricket 

On the 26th of March the Grade 5/6s went to Romsey Recreation Reserve to 

compete against some of the schools that are based in the Macedon 

Ranges, like Our Lady of the Rosary, Woodend, Romsey and Newham 

Primary.  

It was cold and rainy and our first game of the day, we were up against 

Newham Primary. Once we got past the first couple minutes, and with 

Hamish’s (Mrs Macca’s son) encouragement we ended up beating Newham 

by 47 runs. The final score was 

Newham 47 to St Ambrose 94. We lost 

the next two games and our last 

competitor was Woodend Primary. We 

didn't get to finish that game because they had to get on their 

bus to leave for home, but we did say we should try to 

organise another day to settle it. The team that played for the 

boys cricket team were Seb (me), Hunter, Hayden, Jordan, 

Ryder, Leo, Sam, Oscar L, Aiden S, and Patrick. Thank you 

to Hamish, Joanna and Oscar L mum Mel for supporting us 

throughout the day. 

 

By Seb 5/6M 
 

         

                       

  



Mixed Cricket Day 

Cricket was a Hit! 

On the 7th of March we were all super excited to get on the bus and go 

to Romsey Recreation Reserve. We started the day off with a win 

against Our Lady Of The Rosary. We then had a short break before 

playing against Romsey. We played to the best of our abilities but we 

unfortunately lost the game. We then had a break to have our snack 

before rushing over to the pitch to start another game. We lost the toss, 

but still managed to win the game. 

We then had our lunch and discovered sadly that we did not make the 

top two. But that didn't bring us down. We were still motivated to play off 

against Romsey for third place. We played Romsey in the first round and 

they bet us. In the rain and cold wind, we played determinedly and we 

won! Overall for the Mixed competition we came third. Hooray! 

We ended the day by watching the boys' cricket. We had a successful 

day full of excitement and fun!  

A big thank you to all the parents especially (Miranda’s mum Candice) and staff for helping out.  

Also thank you to Mrs Macca and Mrs Cavric for making this day possible. 

The mixed cricket team- Carlie M, Nina C, Asha D, Victoria C, Lily A, Owen V, Tahlia J, Sophie O, Miranda 

B and Angus W. 

 

By Asha and Nina 

 

 
Friends of St. Ambrose Library (FOSAL’s) are a group of dedicated 

Grade 5 and 6 Students that want to support the LOVE of books and 

reading across our school community. 

FOSAL’s will: 

● Read and review new books that come into the Library 

● Select new books for the Library from the Scholastic Book Club 

● Help plan, promote and facilitate activities for Book Week 2022 

● When appropriate, assist in the library 

● And, brainstorm ‘other stuff’ we come up with to make our library GREAT and accessible to all 

lovers of books! 

Joseph E (5/6S) & Millie S (5/6M) 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You may have read in the last newsletter 

that I have taken on the task of 

coordinating the Library this year! Luckily 

I have many wonderful student assistants 

within the FOSAL team as well as the 

FABULOUS ESO support team! We are 

always looking for more parent 

volunteers to assist too! If you have 

completed the parent helpers training 

within the last three years we would 

gladly welcome some assistance in the 

library area. Please contact me via email: 

clare.shannon@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au  

 

Thank you to all the families who have returned misplaced library books! We are 

still missing a substantial number of books however, and would invite you all to 

search your house for more! 

Thank you, Ms. Clare Shannon. Visual Arts and Library Coordinator. 

 

 Micah W 

 Isla W 

 Emmy Y 

 Tahlia J 

 Lily A 

 Kai Z 

 Kev M 

 Liv S 

 Nicholas M 

 Viviana W 

 Zara C 

 Ethan W 

 Sophie O 

 Gracie C (absent) 

 Alexandra Mc 

 Cooper B 

 Caellan B (absent) 

 Catalina S 

 Mia T 

 George S (absent) 

 

mailto:clare.shannon@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


 

Bullying NO WAY!  

ONLY 1 WEEK TO GO! 

Planning for a safe and supportive school community requires a 
whole-school community approach. Whole-school responses to 
bullying prevention build positive and supportive school environments 
by incorporating strategies for intervention at all levels, inclusive of 
students, teachers, parents and carers.  
Three key characteristics outlined in the national definition of bullying distinguish bullying behaviours from 
other forms of peer aggression behaviours which do not constitute bullying. The key characteristics of 
bullying include:  

 power imbalance  

 deliberate intent to cause harm, and  

 ongoing and repeated behaviour. 
 
While the following behaviours of peer aggression do not constitute bullying, these behaviours may still be 
serious and require intervention at home and at school:  

 arguments and disagreements (where there is no power imbalance)  

 single acts of social rejection or meanness, or  

 isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence. 
 

It is important for our entire school community, including our staff, parents, carers and students to have a 
clear understanding of the definition of bullying to be able to distinguish these behaviours from peer 
aggression, and correctly identify and respond to incidents of bullying. 
 

Video Resource: What is bullying? – National Definition of Bullying 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0k7PfHgNFnU&list=PL8UeNKK-

858foeKh8B00TmdleTN6Evf8g&index=1&ab_channel=Bullying.NoWay%21  

For more information, please visit the Bullying. No Way! website for additional 

resources.  

(2022 Social Justice Team: William, Levi, Tilly, Jemima, Isabelle, Ryder & Leo) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0k7PfHgNFnU&list=PL8UeNKK-858foeKh8B00TmdleTN6Evf8g&index=1&ab_channel=Bullying.NoWay%21
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0k7PfHgNFnU&list=PL8UeNKK-858foeKh8B00TmdleTN6Evf8g&index=1&ab_channel=Bullying.NoWay%21
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/responding-to-bullying/how-families-can-respond


Democratic Principles 

In compliance with the values for Australian schooling, programs of and teaching in our school 
supports and promotes the principles and practices of Australian democracy, including a 
commitment to: 
 

1. elected government; and 

2. the rule of law; and 

3. equal rights for all before the law; and 

4. freedom of religion; and 

5. freedom of speech and association; and 

6. the values of openness and tolerance. 

 

 Our Identity Statement articulates important values for Catholic Education at St. Ambrose 
Parish School. 

 Our Curriculum Scope and Sequence outlines the importance of Civics and Citizenship within 
the curriculum. 

 Source of Life and the Victorian Curriculum form the base for our school’s curriculum. 

 Our Through lines encompass a study of democratic principles through Personalised Learning. 

 Our Senior Student Leadership team respectfully raise and lower the Australian, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander flags at significant events. 

 Catholic Values and Values for Australian Schools are displayed in the Administration Area. 

 The National Anthem is led by the students at fortnightly assemblies. 
 

  



Covid Update 

Masks  

As you know all students in year 3-6 need to continue to wear a 
mask indoors at school. Younger students may wear masks 
also if they wish. It is our student’s responsibility to ensure they 
have a mask to wear each day and we ask that you support 
them with this. We have been distributing beyond our quota of 
masks which is becoming costly to the school. Thank you for 
attending to this. Our children are doing a splendid job 
complying with Covid-safe practices…WELL DONE EVERYONE! 
 

Scenario Required action for student/family Required action for school 

Student/Staff test 
positive (either RA or 
PCR test) 

Isolate at home for 7 days. Do not 
attend school 
Inform School & DHS that they have 
tested positive. Please advise SCHOOL 
of positive test date. 
Able to return to school in 7 days 
(Negative test unnecessary) 

Staff members must report positive 
test to SCHOOL ASAP 
SCHOOL to report positive cases to 
MACS 
SCHOOL to report to school 
community of the positive case via 
daily email 

Student/staff member 
is a household contact 
(have spent 4+ hours 
in a house, 
accommodation or 
care facility with 
positive case) 

Notify SCHOOL that they are a 
household contact 
Isolate at home for 7 days. Do not 
attend school 
  
If symptomatic, stay home and 
undertake RAT or PCR test 
  
Should a household contact test positive 
within the isolation period, the seven 
days of isolation recommences from the 
positive test date. 

No further action 

Student/staff member 
has been in close or 
general contact with a 
positive case 

If asymptomatic, attend school as 
normal and monitor symptoms 
  
If symptomatic, stay home and 
undertake RAT or PCR test 

No further action unless positive 
result advised 

Student/staff member 
who had tested 
positive, has 
completed 7 days 
isolation and is 
asymptomatic 

Can return safely to school 
No need to test for 30 days after positive 
result 

No further action 

Student/staff member 
has completed 
quarantine period as 
household 
contact but during this 
time an additional 
member of the 
household tests 
positive. 

Quarantine period of seven days for 
household contacts commences on date 
of first positive case (index case). 
  
Household contacts are not subject to 
rolling quarantine periods unless they 
become symptomatic. At this point, they 
should get tested and not attend school. 
Should a household contact test positive 
within the isolation period, the seven 
days of isolation recommences from the 
positive test date. 
  

No further action 
 

 

  



Community News 

 



 

 



                                                                                Macedon Ranges Autumn Festival 

Join in the fun of the 2022 Macedon Ranges 

Autumn Festival. There is a great range of 

free events and activities for families to 

enjoy, plus some fantastic competitions and 

give-aways, including a Kids’ Colouring-In 

Competition with a chance to win one of 

two family prize packs, each valued at 

$150. Find out more 

at www.visitmacedonranges.com/autumn-

festival/   

 

First Nations Cultural Heritage Events 
Celebrate the launch of the Macedon 

Ranges Reconciliation Action Plan by 

attending one of the three unique First 

Nations Cultural Heritage events held on the 

opening weekend of this year’s Autumn 

Festival.  

Those attending will experience a Welcome 

to Country and Smoking Ceremony and 

learn more about reconciliation, Aboriginal 

history and culture in the context of our 

beautiful region. 

 

Saturday 26 March 
 

 Celebrating Dja Dja Wurrung Country 

10am, Dja Dja Wurrung country – Malmsbury Common, Malmsbury 

This is a free event, but places are limited. To register visit  

www.visitmacedonranges.com/events/celebrating-dja-dja-wurrung-country/ 

 

 Celebrating Taungurung Country 

2pm, Taungurung Country – Bald Hill Reserve 

This is a free event, but places are limited. To register visit  

www.visitmacedonranges.com/events/celebrating-taungurung-country/    

 

 Sunday 27 March 

Celebrating Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung Country 

11am, Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung Country – Jacksons Creek Reserve, Gisborne 

Following this free event is the Ultimate Autumn Picnic where live music and food  

trucks will create a fun picnic vibe that the entire family can enjoy. 
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