
NEWSLETTER NO.  2  WEEK 2  TERM 2  FRIDAY 6 T H  MAY ,  2022   

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 2 2022 
ALL ADULTS Assisting with programs MUST BE  TRIPLE VACCINATED IF 

ASSISTING IN THE BUILDING 

Monday 16 May 2022 NAPLAN – Grade 3 & 5 

Tuesday 17 May 2022 Pyjama Day Gold Coin 

Wednesday 18 May 2022 Confirmation Preparation Evening with Denise Arnel 7.00pm 

Friday 20 May 2022 Walk Safely to School Day 

Tuesday 24 May 2022 Cobaw Winter Sports 

Wednesday 25 May 2022 National Simultaneous Storytime 11.00am 

Wednesday 1 June 2022 Confirmation Student Preparation Day 

Sunday 5 June 2022 Sacrament of Confirmation 1.00pm & 3.30pm 

Monday 13 June 2022 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 14 June 2022 Pupil Free Day Staff First Aid Training. 

Friday 24 June 2022 End of Term 2 – dismissal 2.30 pm 

Saturday 25 June 2022 – Sunday 10 July 2022 Term 2 School Holidays 

  

 

Dear families, parishioners and friends,  

Each day we give thanks for the privilege of working with your precious children and we work hard 
to honour the trust you have placed in us at St. Ambrose Parish School. At the heart of our 
purpose is supporting the development of our student’s full potential.  

As a staff we meet twice each week to continue our professional growth, evaluate progress with 
our school improvement plan and to maximise team efficacy. We constantly ask ourselves: 

1.     Where are we now?  

2.     Where are we going?  

3.     How are we going to get there?  

Our focus for this semester is to further refine our 
teaching of literacy and numeracy always while paying 
attention to supporting student well-being.  

We aspire to the following teaching and learning 
guidelines:  

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land and pay our 

respects to the Elders both past, present and future for they hold 

the culture of hope for their people. 



1. Effective teachers set and communicate clear lesson goals to help students understand the 
success criteria, commit to the learning, and provide the appropriate mix of success and 
challenge.  

2. Effective teachers plan and deliver structured lessons which incorporate a series of clear 
steps and transitions between them, and scaffold learning to build students’ knowledge and 
skills.  

3. Effective teachers use explicit teaching to provide instruction, demonstrate concepts and 
build student knowledge and skills. In explicit teaching practice, teachers show students 
what to do and how to do it, and create opportunities in lessons for students to demonstrate 
understanding and apply the learning.   

4. Effective teachers use worked examples to reduce student cognitive load, enabling them to 
focus on understanding a process which leads to an answer, not the answer itself.  

5. It takes ‘three or four experiences involving interaction with relevant information for a new 
knowledge construct to be created in working memory and then transferred to long-term 
memory’  

6. Effective teachers regularly use questioning as an interactive means to engage and 
challenge students, and use it as a tool to check student understanding and evaluate the 
effectiveness of their teaching.  

7. Effective teachers use two-way feedback to gather information about a students’ 
understanding, to assist students to advance their own learning, and to verify the impact of 
their own practice.  

8. Effective teachers use metacognitive strategies to help students develop awareness of their 
own learning, to self-regulate, and to drive and sustain their motivation to learn  

9. Effective teachers use evidence of student learning readiness, learning progress, and 
knowledge of individual student learning profiles, to make adjustments for individuals so all 
students experience challenge, success and improved learning 

 

  



Covid Update 

As per the notifications, we have had posivite cases reported in year 2V and 5-6S this week. 
There are a number of viruses moving through the local communities including the flu, colds as 
well as Covid-19. We will continue to focus on good hygiene practices and thank you for keeping 
your children at home when they are unwell. 

School Crossing, Road Safety and Near Miss incidents – We need your voice! 

On 10 May 2022 we received an email regarding the upcoming pedestrian safety works around St 

Ambrose Parish School.  As communicated in previous newsletters, these works were to include 

installing a “wombat style” pedestrian crossing on Urquhart Street (adjacent to the Urquhart and 

Templeton Street intersection) and upgrade / safety improvement works to several pedestrian road 

crossing points, including Anslow Street.   

Further to the works mentioned above, Council said they had contracted a consulting design and 

traffic safety engineer to complete a design for pedestrian safety upgrade works for the Brooke 

and Templeton Street intersection.  The consulting engineer has proposed a two-stage approach 

for this intersection.  Stage 1 consists of a vehicle slow point on top of the rise to the east of the 

Brooke and Templeton Street intersection, and stage 2 consists of an upgrade to the Brooke and 

Templeton Street intersection. 

The stage 1 and 2 of the project were pending approval in the 2022 / 2023 Council budget 

funding.  If funded, the stages would be delivered over two years.   

We all feel strongly about the project and ask you to consider providing a submission to the budget 

process.  The budget is currently open for submissions to the Draft 2022/23 Council Budget for 

stage 1 of the Brooke and Templeton Street Pedestrian Safety upgrades. 

 You will be able to find the draft budget and how to “have your say” at the below location. 

https://www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/About-Council/News/Have-Your-Say/Draft-Budget-202223-and-Council-Plan-

2021-2031-Year-2 

To prompt action we do need you to have your say via the link. Thank you 

in anticipation of your further support with this.  

Mother’s Day Memories 

  

 

https://www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/About-Council/News/Have-Your-Say/Draft-Budget-202223-and-Council-Plan-2021-2031-Year-2
https://www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/About-Council/News/Have-Your-Say/Draft-Budget-202223-and-Council-Plan-2021-2031-Year-2


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Division Cross Country Bendigo 

 
Last Friday 9 students competed in the division cross 
country event at Bendigo racecourse. After the 
morning sessions 6 out of 6 runners finished in the top 10 of the Goldfields division and made it 
through to regionals at St Arnaud on May 31st.  
Well done Bruno, Harry, Angus, Ava, Indie, Elke, Liv, Oscar & Tilly! 
 
       



Cobaw Soccer 
 
Today, 24 Grade 5 & 6 students travelled to Dixon field in Gisborne to compete in the Cobaw 
district inter school soccer event. 
 
Both teams were very competitive and had a few wins, losses and draws. 
A big thank you to Gavin & Kelly for helping us out coaching & supervising the kids. 
 

           

 
Sacred heart College Students Supporting our 
Students in the Classroom 
 
Yesterday, 5/6 students were lucky enough to have a visit from 

Scared Heart College Year 11 students. As part of their Year 11 

retreat, they had the opportunity to visit their old primary schools 

and to spend time with students who are transitioning to secondary 

school. This was a wonderful experience for our students to have 

the opportunity to ask questions about secondary school and for 

the senior students to travel down memory lane. 

 
 

 



Pyjama Day !!! 

Next Tuesday the 17th of May will be Pyjama Day!  Students can 

wear their pyjamas, oodies or dressing gowns (over their school 

uniform) to school and bring a gold coin donation to raise 

money for Bahay Tuluyan Philippines Australia (BTPA).  St. 

Ambrose Social Justice Teams over the years have hosted and 

attended a number of student conferences and incursions lead 

by KidsView, an educational component of BTPA, which teaches 

our students about children living in poverty and children’s 

rights. 

 

Due to the impact of Covid, there is even a greater need for BTPA to support children leaving in 

poverty in the Philippines.  BTPA have not been able to run their conferences and incursions in 

schools here in Australia, and would greatly benefit from a donation. 

 

To find out more you can go their website 

https://www.btpa.org.au/  and see all the programs and 

services that they run thanks to generous donations, 

determination and hard work.  This is also a link to one of the 

programs Bahay Tuluyan runs called ‘Resilient Children’. 

http://www.bahaytuluyan.org/pages/resilient-children.aspx  

Nina, Asha and the Social Justice Team thank you in advance 

of your generous gold coin donations next Tuesday.  Please 

see the poster that was designed by Nina and Asha to the right. 

 
 
 
  

https://www.btpa.org.au/
http://www.bahaytuluyan.org/pages/resilient-children.aspx


Story Dog 
 
Stumpy and Cindy delighted our students throughout their 
visit this week. We are looking forward to next Wednesday 
to pat Stumpy and read to him again! 
 
 
 

Thankyou from 
Downs 
Syndrome 
Australia 

 
Hi, 
On behalf of Down Syndrome Victoria, I would like to 
thank St Ambrose Primary school, your students and 
parents for the recent lots of socks awareness and 
fundraising initiative. I hope the school and students had terrific fun wearing colourful socks and 
celebrating the diversity and abilities of students throughout your school community. An 
appreciation certificate is attached. 
  
Having grown up in Woodend, and still a regular visitor playing golf and visiting my parents, I did 
feel a personal sense of pride when your generous donation come through. Thanks again for your 
support and if you would like further information about the work and support offered by Down 
Syndrome Victoria please don’t hesitate to reach out. 
  
Kind regards,                                                                 
Dan 
 
Daniel Payne 
CEO 
Down Syndrome Victoria 

 
Sharing of Food 

As per our policy, we ask that you remind your children not to share their food with other students. 
We know that this is a kind gesture however we have many students with food allergies and don’t 
want to put anyone at risk.  

Welcome to our new students & families 

We are delighted to have four new friends join us at St. Ambrose. We hope that you and your 
families feel welcome and that you enjoy being part of our learning community. Our new students 
are: 

Evelyn C in 1/2O, Haley C in 2V, Mila C in 1/2O and Ryder C in 5/6S. 

 

Naplan 

We congratulate our year 3 and year 5 students and teachers on doing their best in the Naplan 
literacy assessments this week. Our students will do their numeracy Naplan test on Tuesday May 
17th. The year 3 students at 9.00 and the year 5 students at 12.00pm. We will also offer catch up 
tests this week for those students who were absent on the testing days this week. 

Congratulations everyone and 

thankyou Owen and Sophie V 

for organising this initiative. 



Uniform Clarification for the Cold Months 

All students may wear their full winter uniform and from now sun hats don’t need to be worn. We 
understand that some students don’t like wearing long trousers. They may wear shorts during the 
winter as long as they are part of the school uniform. We strongly recommend the long sleeve 
shirts or long sleeved polo shirt to wear under soft shell jackets or jumpers to ensure students are 
comfortable and warm. We also understand that some students prefer wearing their short sleeved 
shirt through the winter.To reduce the spread of infection in the classrooms we don’t have the 
heaters on high and we allow ventilation. If your child is feeling cold in class they should wear a 
jumper, soft shell and/or long sleeves.  

Socks and shorts need to be navy and footwear ALL black. You can also purchase a navy jacket 
from Hip Pocket which is warm and water resistant if your child would like to add a further layer. 
We thank you for supporting your child to wear the correct uniform.  

Student Initiatives 

Sophie, Hunter and Sam 
presented their ideas to run 
lunch time activities as a 
further option for children’s 
play.  

Sophie will organise a drawing 
group while Hunter and Sam 
will run a footy skills group. 
Stay tuned for starting dates! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  



Mental Health & Wellbeing from Erin Brass 

 

LESS DEVICES, MORE FAMILY TIME, WITH EASE 

 

Holidays have been and gone and I imagine the decrease in use of devices hasn’t. It is so common to see 

children and families using the school break as an opportunity to use more of the devices and it can 

therefore be a challenge to return to the regular routines of a school term once it is all over. 

https://www.thedadmindset.com/post/andy-mcneilly 

 

Andy McNeilly, an educator, speaker, coach and current Mental Health & Wellbeing Coordinator at a 

Primary school on the Bellarine Peninsula, gives some fantastic tips and practical steps for parents to take 

back the control of devices inside the family home. Andy’s a parent and so knows that whatever he and his 

family puts in place must be easy and practical to follow through with. He has a wonderfully, relaxed, 

positive and highly inspiring view on his role as parent and this episode of the The Dad Mindset Podcast is 

well worth a listen.  

It is worth also mentioning his first book ‘Connecting with your Kids- Fun, simple and practical steps to help 

raise resilient children.’ Definitely an easy and approachable book for any parent.  

 

Pupil Free Days for the Remainder of this Year 

Tuesday June 14th: Staff First Aid training 

Thursday 11th & Friday 12th August: Staff Faith Formation  

Monday October 31st: Staff School Improvement Planning 

If you haven’t already done so make note in your diaries: 

Classes finish at 3.30pm on December 13th  

Numeracy Testing 14th & 15th December. 

https://www.thedadmindset.com/post/andy-mcneilly


2023 Enrolments are now being taken 

We encourage anyone considering to enrol their child in 2023 to make contact now. This includes 
those current families who have a younger sibling who they would like to come to St. Ambrose in 
2023. 

Building Update  

Next week works will be in full swing 
digging the footings and screw poles before 
the frame work begins in a few weeks. We 
have floor plans that the students will be 
using in their numeracy classes to learn 
more about the project as well as further 
develop their maths skills! 

School Lunch Orders to be in on 
Wednesdays 

Your child’s lunch order envelope needs to 

be returned each Wednesday if they wish 

to have a lunch order on the Friday. 

Subway has advised that you may also 

order a falafel filling which will cost an extra 

dollar eg. $8.00. They ask that you enclose 

the correct amount in the envelope which 

your child can hand in to their class 

teacher. You will still need to pack a 

morning snack for your child on Friday as 

the Subway order arrives at lunch time. We 

hope that this alternative is helpful as an interim measure until our canteen re-opens. 

Subway will be transitioning to an online system.  This is currently being developed and we will let 

you know when it is up and running.  You may still order with cash via the envelope system also. 

 
Flu Vaccinations 
 

With borders opening and the arrival of colder weather, cases of influenza (the flu) are increasing 

throughout Victoria. Our community is at risk of higher rates of students and staff affected by the 

flu or COVID-19 this season. 

What to do if your child gets sick 

To help keep your child and our school community safe, please take the following steps if your 

child has any cold or flu-like symptoms: 

 take a COVID-19 test and follow the current Department of Health isolation requirements if 

a positive result is shown 

 keep your child at home until their symptoms pass  

 common flu-like symptoms include a high fever, cough, runny nose, loss of appetite, body 

aches and feeling extremely weak and tired 

 diagnosis of the flu can only be confirmed by a doctor after a nose or throat swab 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/checklist-cases


 encourage your child to wash their hands regularly and ask them to cover their nose and 

mouth when sneezing and coughing.  

COVID-19 vaccination  

COVID-19 vaccines are available free of charge to everyone aged 5 years and over in Australia. 

It is important that children and young people have the best possible protection against the flu and 

COVID-19 by getting vaccinated. 

Ensuring your children are protected against serious illness helps to protect everyone in our 

community, including older family members who may be at higher risk, along with younger children 

who can’t receive vaccinations yet. 

You can book COVID-19 vaccinations through the COVID-19 hotline on 1800 675 398 or at a 

participating GP, pharmacy, or community health service.  

Some local schools are also holding walk-in COVID-19 vaccination clinics on school grounds. 

Vaccination settings can be found at the Vaccine Clinic Finder. 

Flu vaccination 

Flu vaccination is recommended for everyone aged 6 months and over. 

Some people are more at risk of complications from the flu and are eligible for free vaccination 

under the National Immunisation Program including:  

 anyone aged 65 years and older 

 pregnant women (at any stage of pregnancy) 

 all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged from 6 months and over 

 people 6 months or older with: 

o heart disease 

o chronic lung disease (including people with severe asthma who require frequent 

hospital visits) 

o chronic neurological conditions 

o impaired immunity 

o haemoglobinopathies (blood disorders caused by genetic changes) 

o diabetes 

o kidney disease 

 children on long-term 

aspirin therapy from 6 

months to 10 years 

 children aged from 6 

months to under 5 years. 

Flu vaccinations can be booked 

through GPs and pharmacies, 

many of which can also provide 

COVID-19 vaccinations. If you 

would like more information 

about the flu vaccination, visit 

the Better Health Channel. 

  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au%2Feligibility%3Flang%3Den&data=04%7C01%7CNick.Orchard%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8275f997e03b433148f008da160ef796%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637846550776654726%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=aWZtN2l%2BhN6gB997PnYeLjCHbr%2Ftn1gmk6SttJoyihk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/national-immunisation-program
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/healthyliving/healthy-pregnancy
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/heart-disease-and-stroke
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/lung-conditions-chronic-obstructive-pulmonary-disease-copd
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/conditionsandtreatments/asthma
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/conditionsandtreatments/diabetes
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/kidney-disease
http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/


Reflections this week :  

Lady Northcote Camp Photos 

 

Hut Building 

 

Giant Swing & Flying Fox 

     

             Toon Challenge 

Geo Caching 

 



Cooking damper 

 
Grade 6 Camp 

 
We all arrived at school by 8:45, and were ready to go by 9:20. It 
felt like a short ride because of all the singing and fun games we 
did. Once we had arrived at Lady Northcate Recreational Camp 
we settled in to our cabins before having a bite to eat. One group 
headed off to low ropes while we went to archery. We played a 
few archery games before heading off to low ropes. At low ropes 
we did some obstacle courses with many falls in between, before 
playing the floor is lava. 
We then did some teamwork activities before heading back to our 

cabins. We had some free time for a while before dinner. For dinner we had an option of 2 pastas with 
some icecream for dessert. We then headed to bed. 
 

We rose early on Thursday morning. We then had a few options of breakfast including toast, pancakes or 
cereal. After breakfast our activities. Our group started with geocaching around the 84 acre property. We 
then had a survior challenge where we built huts and made damper around the campfire. We then went on 
a 21 metre high giant swing! After that we went on the 150 metre long flying fox. After dinner we went for a 
night walk to see some wildlife and we ended up seeing a possum. After our walk we sat around the camp 
fire and sang some songs. We had a fun night of trivia before going to bed.  
 
We had a good nights rest and were pumped up for our last day.  We had the team toon challenge. We had 
to find different objects and answer questions. Our group won the challenge! When we completed the 
challenge which our group won we had our lunch.  
 

After an exciting 3 days we had to go home. Overall it was a very good camp and we all thought it was 
great. 
 

By William and Asha 

 

 

 

Grade 6’s New Rugby Jumpers 

 



   

                    Talent Show Winners   

Thank you to Juddie Boyd for the Mother’s Day gifts 

       

PBL Bee Ticket Chart - Prep/1R 

        

  



Autumn Pics 

 

Grade 5/6P measuring activities 

 Poppy teaching the class a magic trick 

 

 

  3/4L working hard with their Naplan      The first BISQUE firing in our kiln! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5’s creating art using autumn leaves. Clay impressed bowls and watercolour blending. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday 

  

Happy weekend to you all. 

Warm regards,   

 
Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

 
 

 

 

15 May Jacob W 

18 May Evie M 

19 May Noah G 

  Arthur H 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classroom Feature: This week in 5/6P  

Our Religious Education unit of work for 

this term is titled ‘What would Jesus say or 

do’? It is a unit about social justice issues 

in the world, Australia, and our local 

community. The plan is for the children to 

take some action for greater social justice 

on the topics we cover. We have 

investigated the use of child slavery in 

harvesting cocoa beans in West Africa for 

the delicious chocolate that we enjoy. The 

children have designed posters highlighting 

the plight of the child slaves and 

recommending that we purchase chocolate 

with the Fairtrade and Rainforest Alliance 

certified label. If you come into school look for the posters placed around the school hallways. 

This week we have investigated the use of child labour to mine cobalt in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Cobalt is used in the batteries of our smartphones and other electronic devices. Our action again is to make 



a poster promoting the collection of old mobile phones and to write about the issue. The following are a 

selection of the children’s profound thoughts and observations on the issue:  

‘To reduce the need for child labour to provide materials for our smartphones, we can recycle our old 

phones by placing them in Mobile Muster bins. St Ambrose will soon have a Mobile Muster bin to collect 

used phones. These poor African kids from the age of 4 until they die are forced to work in the cobalt 

mines. The cobalt is poisonous and pollutes the village water supply causing illnesses such as lumps on 

the necks of the villagers.’  

Will B. 

Reducing the need for child labour.  

‘Did you know that the materials needed to make your smartphones are mined using child labour! 

Kids from parts of Africa are losing their childhoods and even their lives mining cobalt in terrible conditions 

just so you can have a smartphone or iPad! 

But on a happier note, did you know that you can reduce, reuse and recycle your old phones? 

Reduce: 

Don’t buy the latest as soon as it comes out - keep your phone longer. 

Reuse: 

You can hand down your old phones and iPads to family members or friends, this will stop your old phone 

from going to waste. 

Recycle:  

The school is getting a Mobile Muster box. If you have any old smartphones or iPads in your bottom 

drawer, bring them to the St Ambrose Mobile Muster box in the office. The phones will be taken apart and 

recycled. 

Together we can stop child labour!’ 

Grace S. 

‘As you gaze at your phone screen and wonder how great your phone is. The rain is pouring down in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo and children are mining precious cobalt for your phone battery. Children as 

young as 4 years old work in horrible conditions and get in trouble for not working hard enough as they 

earn around $2 per day. The people are getting sick and dying because the cobalt is poisonous and the 

work is dangerous. Please recycle your old mobile phones so that precious metals including cobalt can be 

reused and children do not need to work in such horrible conditions.’ 

Cameron P.  

‘When you think of child labour what comes to mind? Most people don't know how bad child labour really is. 

Over in the DRC (Democratic Republic of Congo), the children work from as young as 4 years old. In the 

mine, the children start working before the sun comes up and they finish after the sun goes down, they 

work for 12 hours a day. In the DRC most of the people living there only live to their early 60s. The people 

work mining cobalt which is used to make batteries that power our mobile phones, computers, iPads and 

more. So next time you think you need a new phone that still works, just keep it a bit longer until it stops 

working and then place it in a Mobile Muster box so that it can be recycled!’  

Annique 

‘To reduce the need for child labour to provide materials for our smartphones. If your phone is working well 

you should not get a new phone every time a new one comes out. If your phone screen is cracked, then 

don’t throw it away, get it fixed. You can also give your outdated phone to other people to use or put them 

in a Mobile Muster bin where they can be recycled to take out all the cobalt and other precious metals to 

use in a new phone\computer.’ Sam  
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