
NEWSLETTER NO.  3  WEEK 4  TERM 2  FRIDAY 20 T H  MAY ,  2022   

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land and pay our respects to the Elders both past, present and future for they hold 

the culture of hope for their people. 

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 2 2022 
ALL ADULTS Assisting with programs MUST BE  TRIPLE VACCINATED IF 

ASSISTING IN THE BUILDING 

Tuesday 24 May 2022 Cobaw Winter Sports 

Wednesday 25 May 2022 National Simultaneous Storytime 11.00am 

7.00 pm in Church Yr 6 Confirmation Evening Eloise Meyer facilitating 

Wednesday 1 June 2022 Confirmation Student Preparation Day 

Sunday 5 June 2022 Sacrament of Confirmation 1.00pm & 3.30pm 

Monday 13 June 2022 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 14 June 2022 Pupil Free Day Staff First Aid Training. 

Friday 24 June 2022 End of Term 2 – dismissal 2.30 pm 

Saturday 25 June 2022 – Sunday 10 July 2022 Term 2 School Holidays 

 



Dear families, parishioners and friends,  

We have had an event filled week at St. Ambrose Parish School which concluded with many of our 

students and families along with members of our local community and students from other schools 

participating in walk safely to school day. The air was crisp but the sun was shining which enticed 

people out to enjoy our beautiful surrounds. It was fantastic to be able to participate as a 

community to support the health, wellbeing and safety of all who want to walk, ride or scoot to 

school or into the township.  

As you know, we also used this event as an opportunity to urge the council to take action and 

include in their budget funding to make our roads not only safer for our children coming to and 

from school but for everyone out and about in Woodend. Our school crossing committee 

organised helpers to man various crossing points in the town and our dedicated staff helped out 

too. We hope to gain some media coverage from this event and thank you for your participation. It 

truly was a fantastic rally with so many offering their support of this important cause. Today we 

counted 57 people crossing at Anslow St and 75 crossing Brooke and Urquhart Streets. We 

estimated over 50 crossing Templeton St. along Urquhart St.  

We sincerely thank Del, Mike, Geoff and all of those in our local community and beyond who 

offered their support today. 

We look forward to safe crossings being installed in the local precinct to ensure the safety of all in 
our town, which will also encourage more to walk, scoot or ride safely in Woodend.  
 
Time is running out! 

We all feel strongly about the project and ask you to have your voice heard via a simple 

submission to the budget process.  The budget is currently open for submissions to the Draft 

2022/23 Council Budget for stage 1 of the Brooke and Templeton Street Pedestrian Safety 

upgrades. 

You will be able to find the draft budget and how to “have your say” at the below location. 

https://www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/About-Council/News/Have-Your-Say/Draft-Budget-202223-and-

Council-Plan-2021-2031-Year-2 

To ensure action we do need you to have your say via the link by 26 May 

2022, 5:00 PM. Thank you in anticipation of your further support by 

submitting your views. 

 

 

https://www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/About-Council/News/Have-Your-Say/Draft-Budget-202223-and-Council-Plan-2021-2031-Year-2
https://www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/About-Council/News/Have-Your-Say/Draft-Budget-202223-and-Council-Plan-2021-2031-Year-2


We thank the council for their following (highlighted in blue) clarification via email this morning: 

Good afternoon Bronwyn,  

Thank you for our earlier discussion regarding pedestrian safety issues around the St Ambrose Primary 

School precinct. 

 I have prepared a brief summary below to assist with keeping the school community informed. 

 Urquhart Street and Templeton Street Intersection – (in current 2021/22 Financial Year budget) to be 

delivered during the June/July school holiday period. 

 These works include installing a “wombat style” pedestrian crossing on Urquhart Street (adjacent to 
the Urquhart and Templeton Street intersection) and upgrade/safety improvement works to 
several pedestrian road crossing points, including Anslow Street. 
 

 Brooke and Templeton Street Intersection – (not currently budgeted for) 

 Council engaged a consulting design and traffic safety engineer to complete a design for pedestrian 
safety upgrade works for the Brooke and Templeton Street intersection; 

 The consulting engineer has proposed a two-stage approach for this intersection. Stage 1 consists 
of a vehicle slow point on top of the rise to the east of the Brooke and Templeton Street 
intersection, and stage 2 consists of an upgrade to the Brooke and Templeton Street intersection. 

  

The budget is currently open for submissions and Council encourages the school to make a submission. 

 In providing a submission we (the St. Ambrose School Crossing Group) plan to include the 

following: 

 Brooke and Templeton – pedestrian intersection  

 This has been a concern for the school community for a number years; 
 The project was meant to be delivered in FY21/22, but had to be deferred due to complications 

and funds moved to pedestrian works in Urquhart Street; 
 Officers have a 2 stage plan that requires funding and the school community want this work 

funded in FY22/23 (Stage 1) and FY23/24 (Stage 2); 
 There have been 2 near misses reported recently and near misses reported last year – 

pedestrian versus motor vehicle. 
  

 

 

 

https://www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/About-Council/News/Have-Your-Say/Draft-Budget-202223-and-Council-Plan-2021-2031-Year-2


As the days are getting colder 

and the winter chill begins to 

set in, we have students and 

staff members catching colds, 

some along with sore throats  

Your children have brought 

home a further five RAT tests 

today and you need to know 

that there have been changes 

to the provision of rapid antigen 

tests (RATs) in our school for 

the remainder of Term 2. 

RATs will continue to be distributed to you as they have been throughout this school year for the 

remainder of this term. 

However, from Monday 23 May 2022, we do not recommend that your child complete a RAT twice 

a week as previously advised. 

RATs will continue to be required by students who are household contacts to attend school (five 

negative tests over a seven-day period) or who have symptoms. 

The ongoing supply of RATs to families in our school will ensure that parents and carers have 

tests should they need them if their child is a household contact or has symptoms. 

Families must continue to notify the Department of Health and the school if their child returns a 

positive RAT result. Additionally, you should inform us if any of your children are household 

contacts. 

Many of our children have now been vaccinated. It is believed that vaccination continues to remain 

the best way to protect students and staff in our school. 

Getting vaccinated is easy and bookings can be done via the Department of Health’s website 

https://portal.cvms.vic.gov.au. If you have any questions about the vaccines, you are encouraged 

to speak to your GP or a health practitioner. 

This week we had reported cases in Year 2V, 5/6M & 5/6S with one staff testing positive. Thank 

fully symptoms are mild.  

Thank you again for your ongoing cooperation and support during this time.  

       Our new school and house flags have arrived! 

https://portal.cvms.vic.gov.au/


 

Sacrament of Confirmation 

 
 
Bishop Terry Curtin spoke with 
our students preparing for their 
sacrament of confirmation this 
week about the meaning of this 
sacrament and how they can 
draw on this commitment to 
make constructive choices in 
their lives. 

 
We pray for our students as they 
continue their journey and 
develop their faith.  
 

 
 

 
St. Ambrose School Improvement- 
Mathematics 
 
This week our staff met for our weekly Professional 
Learning Team meeting to focus on our mathematics goal. 
I have included some of the content discussed & 
photographs of our students engaged in their maths 
lessons for your information. 

 
 
Goal:  



 
To improve student participation and engagement in 
Mathematics by developing the proficiencies and dialogue. 
 
‘Number Talks’ 
 
• I noticed that…  
• I agree with ___ because… 
• I made a mistake and learned… 
• My strategy is different because… 
• What I heard you say was… 
• Your strategy reminds me … 
• Another strategy we could use is… 
 
 
PRE-ASSESSMENT –determines the students’ existing 
mathematics knowledge/what growth point they are at. 
 
 
LEARNING SPRINT(S) – Lessons are 
strategically planned to move the students onto 
the next growth point along the continuum. 
 
 
POST ASSESSMENT – Where to now? 
 
 
‘Sharetime’ following a Concept Circles 
Thinking Routine. 
 
• What patterns do you see? 
• Can two people have different answers and 

still be correct? 
• How can two people have different answers 

and still be correct? 
• What was your thinking behind your model/representation? 
• What strategy helped you to arrive at your solutions? 
• ….& other sentence stems!  



 

  



Pyjama Day!!! 

We thank Asha and Nina and all involved in organising this day. We raised $330 for this worthy 

cause. Congratulations to all of our students and families for entering into the spirit of this day and 

for your generous donations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To find out more you can go their website https://www.btpa.org.au/  

and see all the programs and services that they run thanks to generous 

donations, determination and hard work.  This is also a link to one of 

the programs Bahay Tuluyan runs called ‘Resilient Children’. 

http://www.bahaytuluyan.org/pages/resilient-children.aspx  

 

 
  

https://www.btpa.org.au/
http://www.bahaytuluyan.org/pages/resilient-children.aspx


Mental Health & Wellbeing from Erin Brass 

 

 

What do you want to see here each week? 

 

Over the past term and a half my role as Mental Health & Wellbeing Coordinator has been focused 

on getting to know the students and staff and how this role can benefit them the most.  

Now, I would love to hear how this role could benefit YOU. I will be sending an invitation in the 

coming weeks to come for a morning cup of tea or evening Google Meet so we can chat further. 

However, today I would love to know how the newsletter, particularly the Mental Health & 

Wellbeing page works for you.  

What would you want to see on the Mental Health & Wellbeing page of the newsletter each week? 

What topics would benefit you and have you reading each week? 

In just a minute or two you can have your say about what matters most to you by filling out the 

survey sent to you via Operoo. I will collate your answers and do my best to address the topics 

that you choose.  

 

Thank you for your time,  

 

Erin Brass 

Mental Health & Wellbeing Coordinator 

  



In Religious Education the 5/6 students have been investigating 

social justice issues involved with our modern lifestyles. The 

topics we have covered so far are:  

 cocoa bean harvesting using child slaves 

 cobalt mining by children for mobile phone batteries 

 the use of low paid labour for clothing manufacture for 

major Australian retailers.  

As part of our taking action on the issues we have registered our 

school with Mobile Muster as a collection point for old mobile 

phones. 

We are asking staff, families, and the community to hunt out 

those old mobiles lurking in the bottom drawer at home and send 

them into school with students (or drop them off). 

The collection box will be located at reception! 

Thanks for your support for this recycling initiative. 

 
Naplan 
 
We congratulate our year 3 and 5 students on completing 

their Naplan testing. We will let you know when the results are released.  

Uniform Clarification for the Cold Months 

We have noticed many children coming to school without jumpers or jackets. The weather is 
getting much colder and we want the chldren to be comfortable. We ask that you support them to 
dress warmly. 

All students may wear their full winter uniform and from now sun hats don’t need to be worn. We 
understand that some students don’t like wearing long trousers. They may wear shorts during the 
winter as long as they are part of the school uniform. We strongly recommend the long sleeve 
shirts or long sleeved polo shirt to wear under soft shell jackets or jumpers to ensure students are 
comfortable and warm. We also understand that some students prefer wearing their short sleeved 
shirt through the winter.To reduce the spread of infection in the classrooms we don’t have the 
heaters on high and we allow ventilation. If your child is feeling cold in class they should wear a 
jumper, soft shell and/or 
long sleeves.  

Socks and shorts need to 
be navy and footwear 
ALL black. You can also 
purchase a navy jacket 
from Hip Pocket which is 
warm and water resistant 
if your child would like to 
add a further layer. We 
thank you for supporting 
your child to wear the 
correct uniform.  

 



Student Initiatives 

Miranda and Annique are 
working on an initiative to 
raise awareness about 
child slave labour and how 
we can help stop this. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023 Enrolments are now being taken 

We encourage anyone considering to enrol their child in 2023 to make contact now. This includes 
those current families who have a younger sibling who they would like to come to St. Ambrose in 
2023.  

 



Building Update  

Next are in full swing digging the footings and screw poles before the frame work begins in a few 
weeks. We have floor plans that the students will be using in their numeracy classes to learn more 
about the project as well as further develop their maths skills! 

Reflections this week  

Taekwondo sessions in PE 
 

Yesterday grades prep to two had Michelle from Macedon Taekwondo give us an introductory 
lesson in this martial art. The students learnt different punches and kicks that are only to be used 
in lessons! 

 



     
                                                                                                              3/4W Clay Crosses with terracotta stain 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 



    
Fun outside in our PJs!                                Prep C - PJ Day  
 

 

 
 

Grade 3/4 Five Mile Creek walk 

 

                                   
 
          Grade 3/4 Five Mile Creek observation       Grade 3/4 habitat observation excursion 



 

 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 

Year 5 students working on advertisements 

 
 



Happy Birthday 

  

 

Congratulations to the Seychell family 
on the arrival of Joshua-Elijah born 4 May 2022. 

A little brother for Catalina and A.J. to love. 

Student Awards 

Prep C Gwen G for always being respectful and being responsible 

for her learning. 

Prep C Benni C for trying his best and working hard to be resilient.  

P/1R James B for always doing his best! 

P/1R Ivy H for having such a positive attitude towards her learning. 

1/2O Walter G for his thoughtfulness within the classroom. 

1/2O Emily S for always trying to do her best. 

2V Felix D for creating descriptive and engaging pieces of 

writing. 

2V Alice C for always working diligently in class. 

3/4L Georgia P for being respectful and kind to the builders 

3/4L Cosette D for embracing her learning with enthusiasm. 

3/4L Amelia S for great resilience working with her times tables. 

3/4O Emily B for always being respectful and kind. 

3/4O Angus T for enthusiasm and responsibility in his learning. 

3/4W Audrey C for great resilience and persistence when receiving feedback. 

3/4W Thomas L for using his time wisely and respectfully to complete tasks. 

5/6M Isabelle D for always putting a 100% effort into all her learning tasks. 

5/6M Oscar D for always being prepared to share his thoughts and understanding with our class. 

5/6P Zoey R for spreading joy in 5/6P with her smile and sense of humour. 

5/6P Aidan S for always being prepared to share his knowledge with the class. 

5/6S Ryder C for a fabulous start to St Ambrose!  Keep up the amazing work. 

5/6S Carlie M for bee-ing responsible and organising her school learning. 

 

21 May Catalina S 

23 May Jessica F 



PBL Bee Ticket Draw Winners 
 

 

(NB: Ben Loney 34O absent for photo) 

 

Pupil Free Days for the Remainder of this Year  

Tuesday June 14th: Staff First Aid training 
Thursday 11th & Friday 12th August: Staff Faith Formation  
Monday October 31st: Staff School Improvement Planning 
If you haven’t already done so make note in your diaries: 
Classes finish at 3.30pm on December 13th  
Numeracy Testing 14th & 15th December. 
 
 
 
Warm regards,   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic education election report card on major parties  

Catholic education has released a federal election report card assessing the responses from the major 

political parties on education priorities.  

 

The report card assess the Coalition, Labor and Green’s responses to the priorities of: 

 Genuine school choice through fair funding and ensuring affordable contributions from families 

 Enabling faith-based education through religious protections 

 Improving capital funding 

 Support for delivering national priorities such as quality teaching, early childhood education, mental 
health and wellbeing programs and Closing the gap initiatives for Aboriginal and Torres Islander 
students 

 

National Catholic Education executive director Jacinta Collins said the report card shows the Liberal 

National Coalition and Labor are on par in addressing Catholic education’s priorities, particularly on school 

choice.  

 

“We are fortunate that both major parties continue to support genuine school choice in Australian education 

and are committed to families who choose a Catholic education for their children,” Ms Collins said.  

 

Responses sought from key independent candidates are also being evaluated. 

 

The full report card and major party responses is available via www.ncec.catholic.edu.au/federal-

election-2022 

 

Authorised by J Collins, National Catholic Education Commission, Level 3, 156 Gloucester Street, Sydney. 

  

https://www.ncec.catholic.edu.au/federal-election-2022
https://www.ncec.catholic.edu.au/federal-election-2022


Classroom Feature: This week in 5/6S 

In 5/6S our reading focus for this week is comprehension, looking at the text features of fiction and 

nonfiction texts.  BOLD, italic, title, picture, captions, glossary and index page are some of the 

features students found when reading a nonfiction text. 

 

Students working on reading accurately to a partner. 

Our spelling focus this week is the digraph /et/ making the sound ‘A’ as in ballet and the digraph 

/ai/ making the sound ‘A’ as in rain.  

 

Our Writing focus for this week is persuasive writing. The students have been working in pairs to 

create their own advertisement. 

 

Our Maths focus this week is on perimeter and area, the students will use the skills they have learnt 

to create their own zoo. 

Our inquiry focus for this week is natural disasters from around the world and extreme weather. The 

students will be working in pairs to create a presentation about a cyclone, bushfire or flood.  

Our Religious Education unit of work for this term is titled ‘What would Jesus say or do’? It is a unit 

about social justice issues in the world, Australia, and our local community.  

The school will have a Mobile Muster bin coming to collect old mobile phones you no longer need 

that might be just sitting at home. We encourage you to bring them to school and have them 

recycled. 
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