
NEWSLETTER NO.  4  WEEK 5  TERM 2  FRIDAY 27 T H  MAY ,  2022   

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 2 2022 
ALL ADULTS Assisting with programs MUST BE  TRIPLE VACCINATED IF 

ASSISTING IN THE BUILDING 

Wednesday 1 June 2022 Confirmation Student Preparation Day 

Yr 2V Walk to Fox & Chamber 

SAC Meeting 5.30pm 

Sunday 5 June 2022 Sacrament of Confirmation 3.30pm 

Monday 13 June 2022 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 14 June 2022 Pupil Free Day Staff First Aid Training. 

Friday 17 June 2022 Mary Anne Thomas Sod Turning 

Friday 24 June 2022 End of Term 2 – dismissal 2.30 pm 

Saturday 25 June 2022 – Sunday 10 July 2022 Term 2 School Holidays 

 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear families, parishioners and friends,  
 
Indeed our collaborative and connected community has rallied this past few weeks sending emails and 
submissions into council, supporting walk to school safely day and taking part in media coverage. Our 
views were aired on 91.1 FM this week as well as in the Midland Express and ABC news. I have shared the 
Midland article later in this newsletter. Thanks to your combined efforts our voice is being heard. You can 
use the following link to read the ABC report. We will also be on WIN News which airs at 5.30 tonight! 
 

Tune in to WIN News Tonight at 5.30 to see St. Ambrose Parish School and students in the news! 
 

The ABC report link is:  https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-05-25/school-crossing-woodend-macedon-

ranges/101097186?utm_medium=social&utm_content=sf256669156&utm_campaign=abc_central_victoria&utm_sour
ce=m.facebook.com&sf256669156=1&fbclid=IwAR3f0-V_dVfbXxwjgx998R9yWGghQOu5pchSi31mTNF2ElvB7Li8Pr-
SUi8 

 

 

A Prayer for our Earth 

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of 
your creatures. 

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon us the power 
of your love, that we may protect life and beauty. 

Fill us with peace that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one.  

O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this 
earth, so precious in your eyes. 

Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it, that 
we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 

Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor 
and the earth.  

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and 
contemplation, to recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature 
as we journey towards your infinite light.  

We thank you for being with us each day. 

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, love and peace. -Pope                 
Francis, Laudato Si’ 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of 

this land and pay our respects to the Elders 

both past, present and future for they hold the 

culture of hope for their people. 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-05-25/school-crossing-woodend-macedon-ranges/101097186?utm_medium=social&utm_content=sf256669156&utm_campaign=abc_central_victoria&utm_source=m.facebook.com&sf256669156=1&fbclid=IwAR3f0-V_dVfbXxwjgx998R9yWGghQOu5pchSi31mTNF2ElvB7Li8Pr-SUi8
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-05-25/school-crossing-woodend-macedon-ranges/101097186?utm_medium=social&utm_content=sf256669156&utm_campaign=abc_central_victoria&utm_source=m.facebook.com&sf256669156=1&fbclid=IwAR3f0-V_dVfbXxwjgx998R9yWGghQOu5pchSi31mTNF2ElvB7Li8Pr-SUi8
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-05-25/school-crossing-woodend-macedon-ranges/101097186?utm_medium=social&utm_content=sf256669156&utm_campaign=abc_central_victoria&utm_source=m.facebook.com&sf256669156=1&fbclid=IwAR3f0-V_dVfbXxwjgx998R9yWGghQOu5pchSi31mTNF2ElvB7Li8Pr-SUi8
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-05-25/school-crossing-woodend-macedon-ranges/101097186?utm_medium=social&utm_content=sf256669156&utm_campaign=abc_central_victoria&utm_source=m.facebook.com&sf256669156=1&fbclid=IwAR3f0-V_dVfbXxwjgx998R9yWGghQOu5pchSi31mTNF2ElvB7Li8Pr-SUi8


With council saying that they are allocating funds to make our roads safer for pedestrians and 
cyclists we may all get outside more (weather pending!) to enjoy our lovely local environment.  

Indeed our children have been making the most of their play on our oval and garden area. We are 
truly blessed with fresh air and beautiful open spaces and the children are learning more about 
how to look after our planet through their sustainability and religious education studies.  

Pope Francis urges us to take on stewardship for the earth in his encyclical Laudato Si’. Here are 
themes that Pope Francis highlighted in Laudato Si’ which require our urgent response today. 

 A Moral and Spiritual Challenge. The ecological crisis, 
Pope Francis writes, is a summons to profound interior 
conversion—to renew our relationships with God, one 
another, and the created world. 
 

 Care for God’s Creation. God created the world and 
entrusted it to us as a gift. Now we have the 
responsibility to care for and protect it and all people, 
who are part of creation. Protecting human dignity is 
strongly linked to care for creation.  

 
 We are All Connected. We are connected to the rest of 

the human family, to the created world, and to those who 
will come after us in future generations. 

 
 Impact on the Poor. People in poverty have contributed least to climate change, yet they 

are disproportionately impacted by it. As a result of excessive use of natural resource by 
wealthy nations, those who are poor experience pollution, lack of access to clean water, 
hunger, and more. 

 
 Called to Solidarity. We are one human family and have 

a shared responsibility for others and for creation. Wealthy 
countries have a responsibility to reduce consumption of 
non-renewal resources and should help poorer nations 
develop in sustainable ways. 

 
 Technological and economic development must serve 

human beings and enhance human dignity, instead of 
creating an economy of exclusion, so that all people have 
access to what is needed for authentic human 
development. 

 
 Supporting Life, Protecting Creation. Concern for nature 

is incompatible with failure to protect vulnerable human 
beings, such as unborn children, people with disabilities, or 
victims of human trafficking. 

 
 A Time to Act. Pope Francis calls for a change in lifestyle and consumption. We can make 

important changes as individuals, families, and communities, and as civil and political 
leaders. 

 
 Hope and Joy. “Injustice is not invincible” (no. 74) and we act knowing that we seek to live 

out God’s vision of renewed relationships with God, ourselves, one another, and creation. 
 
Source: USCCB Department of Justice, Peace and Human Development 



 

National Reconciliation Week (NRW)  
NRW begins today on Fri 27th May to Fri 3rd June. Together we can learn 
about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how 
each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia. Students 
may be participating in some activities that promote reconciliation this week 
and we encourage families to learn with and extend student knowledge 
where possible.     

 

Our hens have arrived! 

 

We have more exciting news! We have 
hens. As you may be aware our grade 6 
students spent time last term building a 
chicken house which is situated in the 
compound next to the shed. To keep our 
hens happy with fresh food and water, we 
have included an automatic feeder and 
drip bubblers.  
 

Last Friday Drew Fisher (Alani, Elke, and 
Varli’s dad) very kindly donated 5 Isa 
Brown (point of lay hens). We hope our 
hens will begin to lay eggs in the next 
couple of weeks, so look out for our sale 
on fresh eggs. 
 

Our School and Environmental leaders 
are busy organising a competition to name two of our hens as the other three have already been 

named by the Fisher girls. Thank you! 

  
 

 

 



2023 Enrolment 

New students - Don’t forget to enrol for 2023 ASAP. 
Enrolment numbers help us prepare for 2023 and engage 
with you sooner. This includes those current families who 
have a younger sibling who they would like to come to St. 
Ambrose in 2023. We look forward to seeing you and your 
Prep student soon. Please remind your friends too! 

Sacrament of Confirmation 2022  

We pray for Isabelle, Hayden, Oscar, 

William, Tilly, Patrick, Sam, Asha, 

Joseph, Leo, Eden, Noah, Buster 

and Jack who are currently 

preparing to make their sacrament of 

confirmation. We thank Eloise Meyer 

for facilitating Wednesday evenings 

reflection session. 

 

 

 

 

School Advisory Council Meeting 

Our SAC will meet again this Wednesday 

June 1st. 

Your SAC Members are: 

Chairperson: Mike Boudrie. 

Parent representatives: 

Danielle Perrin, Ellen Salathiel, Jane Lindhe, 

Rhea Doyle, Manisha Fernando, Jodie 

Warner. 

Debbie Geisler. 

Fr. Martin 

Bronwyn Phillips 

 



School Improvement-Student Engagement 

 

 

Visiting our classrooms and outdoor play areas is an uplifting 
experience. Our juniors are proud of their developing writing 
skills, the students are delighted by their class pets and they 
have settled into their routines with the view to learn and grow. Keep up the great work children! 
 
St. Ambrose in the News: Road Safety Concerns 
 
Thank you everyone for your efforts to urge the council to take action to make our roads safer for 
pedestrians and cyclists. The following article was in this week’s Midland express. Following your 
submissions to council, you may also join the council meeting online next week to have further 
input. We thank Dr. David Gormley-O’Brien President of MRSG for his letter of support which you 
can read later in this edition.  

 
About 100 people used Walk to School 
Day as an opportunity to highlight 
pedestrian dangers in the Woodend 
school precinct. 
Woodend’s St Ambrose Primary 
School community is calling for 
pedestrian safety works to be 
prioritised in Macedon Ranges Shire 
Council’s draft budget.About 100 
people used Walk to School Day as an 
opportunity to highlight the dangers for 
students with a lack of safe crossing 
points in the Woodend school precinct. 

More than 150 parents lodged 
concerns with the council outlining the 

need to address three dangerous pedestrian points in the precinct earlier this year. 

Reports of near misses with traffic at peak school times are becoming more frequent. 

Parent Del Lloyd watched in horror as a car swerved to narrowly miss hitting her son as he 
crossed the road at Brooke Street earlier this year. 



“The thing that scares me is that it was just pure luck that the car swerved to miss him. The other 
thing is that we didn’t do anything wrong – we looked both ways before crossing and we were 
doing everything we could,” she said. 

“It’s only a limited time before it happens again. I’m outraged that there have been a lot of 
promises but no action. There needs to be an urgent solution.” 

The school had a small win in Macedon Ranges Council’s 2021/22 budget with works approved 
for a wombat crossing at Brooke Street. Plans later changed when a consultant advised against 
the move due to the proximity of the crest in the street. 

The council was in contact with the school to discuss upcoming pedestrian safety works last week. 

Council’s director of assets and operations, Shane Walden, said upcoming works included a 
wombat-style crossing on Urquhart Street and upgrades to several pedestrian road crossing 
points, including Anslow Street. 

 
“These works are in the current 2021/22 Financial Year budget, to be delivered during the 
June/July school holiday period,” he told the Express. 

The council has also engaged a consulting design and traffic safety engineer to complete a design 
for pedestrian safety upgrade works for the Brooke and Templeton Street intersection. But this 
work was not listed in the upcoming budget. 

“The consulting engineer has proposed a two-stage approach for this intersection,” Mr Walden 
said. 

“Stage one consists of a vehicle slow point on top of the rise to the east of the Brooke and 
Templeton Street intersection, and stage two consists of an upgrade to the Brooke and Templeton 
Street intersection.” 

Council advised the school that stage one and two of the project were pending approval in the 
2022/23 council budget funding (noting it was not included in the draft budget) and if funded the 
stages would be delivered over two years. 

Speaking to the Express last week, school parent Mike Boudrie said the council was starting to get 
the message that “people want something done about safety in the area”. 

“People have had enough of no action for 
so long,” he said. 

“This is not just a St Ambrose issue. It’s a 
whole community issue.” 

Residents are encouraged to make a 
submission to the council’s draft budget to 
have their views on the Woodend school 
precinct considered as part of the process. 



National Simultaneous Story Time 

On Wednesday along with 2,186,247 others 
across the world our students stopped and 
enjoyed Josh Pyke, the author of Family 
Tree, read his highly acclaimed book. The 
illustrator, Ronojoy Ghosh spoke about his 
inspiration and drawings.  

 

 

 

Mental Health & Wellbeing from Erin Brass 
 

 
 

A morning cup of tea or an afternoon Google Meet with Erin Brass 

and the Wellbeing team.  
 

The Wellbeing team and I are inviting you to come along on Wednesday 15th June at 9.15am to 
have a cup of tea and a conversation in the hall, or at 5.00pm over Google Meet to ask any 
questions you may have about the Mental Health & Wellbeing role and what, if any, ideas, 

thoughts or concerns you have.  
 

Please RSVP on Operoo. It would be so great to have a chance to meet with you. 
Thank you, 
Erin Brass. 

 
 
 

Covid & Absences Update 

As per previous correspondence, we are only required to report cases to our community of those 

who have been on site up to 48 hours prior to testing positive. This means that if someone tests 

positive on Monday morning before coming onsite we don't have to report them. Notifications are 

sent to the classes of children who have been in class with a Covid positive case who has been 

onsite within the 48 hour period. This week we have had cases reported in 5/6P, 5/6M, 5/6S, 1/2O 

and P/1R.  According to our records we have had 66 children absent from illness this week which 

is 27% of our students.  Some for one day, some for the whole week.  Absences include some 

who have appointments, some have viruses, some have Covid at the moment, while others are 

away for family reasons. 



As we all are out and about more viruses are being passed around. We continue to follow Covid 
safe protocols and ask you to keep your children home if they have cold or flu like symptoms. 
Please make sure that your children are dressed warmly each day. Thank you.  
 
We are fortunate during these times of teacher shortages to have a solid number of capable and 
regular CRT staff who are familiar with our children and routines and have stepped in when we 
have had staff absence due to illness, PD or other reasons. 
 
                                                                                 Moulding plasticine into grumpy caterpillars 

Year 1-2 New Teacher Start Date 

Thank you to Jocelyn Devlin who has continued 

working with our Year 1-2 class while Rebecca 

Keenan recovers from illness. Jocelyn and Sandy 

have done a super job making sure that the children 

are happy, settled and learning.  I will be speaking 

with Rebecca on Monday. She hopes to be able to 

start on Tuesday June 31st. I will notify our families in 

1-2 on Monday after I speak with Rebecca to confirm 

her starting date. 

 

Macedon Ranges Primary School Mental 

Health Project  

As part of the Macedon Ranges Primary School 

Mental Health Project, MRSC are running x2 Tuning into Kids programs for parents of children in 

grades five and six. Tuning into Kids is an emotion focused parenting program. The program 

provides parents and carers with skills in emotion coaching, which is about recognising, 

understanding, and managing their own and their child’s emotions. The program is evidence 

based and has proven success in improving parenting, parent-child relationships, and children’s 

emotional resilience. 

MRPSMHP are excited to be offering this program to parents in the Macedon Ranges, to help 

support them while parenting through the ups and downs. 

Please see information further in this newsletter. 

The Macedon Ranges Primary School Mental Health Project has progressed significantly since 

the beginning of the year, and they have some exciting activities coming up. Stay tuned for more! 

If you have any questions you can contact:  

 Stephanie Vassilios (She/Her) 

Program Development Officer, Youth Services 

Macedon Ranges Shire Council  

Days: Tuesday and Thursday 

M: 0458 528 788 | E: svassilios@mrsc.vic.gov.au | W: www.mrsc.vic.gov.au  

mailto:svassilios@mrsc.vic.gov.au
http://www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/


 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In Religious Education the 5/6 students have been 

investigating social justice issues involved with our 

modern lifestyles. The topics we have covered so far are:  

 cocoa bean harvesting using child slaves 

 cobalt mining by children for mobile phone batteries 

 the use of low paid labour for clothing manufacture       

for major Australian retailers.  

As part of our taking action on the issues, we have 

registered our school with Mobile Muster as a collection 

point for old mobile phones. 

We are asking staff, families, and the community to hunt 

out those old mobiles lurking in the bottom drawer at home 

and send them into school with students (or drop them 

off). 

The collection box will be located at reception! 

Thanks for your support for this recycling initiative. 

 

Building Update 

Raysett are on target and will be: 

 Putting in the sewer line for the 
sinks on the south side of the 
building. 

 Boring across the front of our 
building next week. There will be 
some machinery in the Church 
carpark. 

 Pouring the concrete into the 
footing tunnels. 

 



Wear layers for the Cold Months 

We have noticed many children coming to school without jumpers or jackets. The weather is 
getting much colder and we want the chldren to be comfortable. We ask that you support them to 
dress warmly. 

Student Initiatives 

Thank you Hunter and Sam for sharing your football skills with 
our keen young players! 

                Reflections this week  

 

Snippets of the Week 

Open-ended Number Talk Prep C 
“Dinosaur Sort” 

 
Letter formation 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Prep C - Literacy / Focused Reading Groups 

 

       
 

“Double Dice Addition” P/1R 
 



3/4W Water Bug Investigation 

5/6 football team.  
Won 6/6 games and unfortunately lost in the grand final  

3/4W Prayer Rocks for Laudato Si Week 
 
 

3/4L investigating the water quality of Five Mile Creek 

                   

  



National Simultaneous Story time 

               
Prep/1 Maths 

                                

 

Congratulations…It’s a Boy! 

 

Congratulations to the Old family on 
the birth of Humphrey Patrick!  Mrs. 

Old and Humphrey are well and both 
Alfred, Redmond, and Mr. Old are all 

very excited to have them home. 
 
 

 
  



Happy Birthday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pupil Free Days for the Remainder of this Year  

 

Tuesday June 14th: Staff First Aid training 
Thursday 11th & Friday 12th August: Staff Faith Formation  
Monday October 31st: Staff School Improvement Planning 
If you haven’t already done so make note in your diaries: 
Classes finish at 3.30pm on December 13th  
Numeracy Testing 14th & 15th December. 

 
 
 
Warm regards,   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

  

31 May Bill R 

  Evelyn C 

1 June Poppy C 



 
Classroom Feature: This week Mrs. Byrne Music/Performing Arts 

  



 

 

     



 

 



 

 

 

 



Community News 

 



 
 


