
NEWSLETTER NO.  5  WEEK 6  TERM 2  FRIDAY 3 R D  JUNE ,  2022   

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 2 2022 
ALL ADULTS Assisting with programs MUST BE  TRIPLE VACCINATED IF 

ASSISTING IN THE BUILDING 

Sunday 5 June 2022 Sacrament of Confirmation 3.30pm 

Tuesday 7 June 2022 Bronwyn & Some parents speaking at council meeting re crossing 

Monday 13 June 2022 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 14 June 2022 Pupil Free Day Staff First Aid Training. 

Wednesday 15 June 2022 9.30 Prep-Year 2 Mass in Church All families are welcome! 

Friday 17 June 2022 Mary Anne Thomas Sod Turning 

Friday 24 June 2022 End of Term 2 – dismissal 2.30 pm 

Saturday 25 June 2022 – Sunday 10 July 2022 Term 2 School Holidays 

 

          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear families, parishioners and friends,  

Congratulations to all Year 3 & 5 students who participated in 
the NAPLAN testing program. They have done a super job in 
the way they have prepared and faced each assessment with 
the view to do their best. We know it doesn’t test all aspects of school life, but it will help inform 
decisions in planning, teaching and assessing when we get the data back. Thanks to the staff for 
your hard work and to the families for supporting the students each day – not just in NAPLAN! 

On Sunday, we celebrate the feast of 
Pentecost, one of the great feasts of the 
liturgical year. The events of Pentecost, 
recounted in Acts 2, create a powerful story 
of transformation, a story of courage, hope 
and joy where there had been fear and 
despair. This Sunday our confirmation 
candidates will continue their path of 
Christian Initiation through this empowering 
sacrament and we can also renew the gift of 
the Holy Spirit within ourselves filling us all 
with the grace to follow the example of Christ 
and serve others. You are welcome to attend 
Mass at 3.30 on Sunday. 

It is encouraging to see our project work 

continuing in spite of the inclement weather. 

This week the back slab was poured and the 

footings have been completed!  

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of 

this land and pay our respects to the Elders 

both past, present and future for they hold the 

culture of hope for their people. 

 



For those of you who haven’t looked at the plans in previous newsletters, you can find them in this 

one along with images of what the buildings will look like. We are very pleased that our budget will 

cover the refurbishment of the library and performing arts spaces to allow more light in and the 

option to open up into outdoor classroom areas. With the interior store room being taken out of the 

library area this will allow a flexible space for us to have school assemblies, parent meetings, class 

level activities within the comfort of the school building where reception and acoustics are 

conducive to a settled environment. We value our library and we will continue to use this area as a 

library with portable shelves, which will make it easy to set up the area for other purposes when 

needed. 

Further to our recent site meeting and discussion regarding the proposed redevelopment of the 
Library/ Multi-Purpose space, the following were our main points for consideration:- 
 

 St Ambrose wants to maximise the unobstructed area in the Multi-Purpose space to 
accommodate assemblies and large groups, thereby making school use of Parish Hall more 
for PE or indoor play during the cold months. 

 The demolition of the internal partitions should be to the greatest extent possible pending a 
review of any structural requirements for lateral stability of supporting columns. Early 
involvement of the consultant structural engineer will inform structural requirements of the 
existing partitions. 

 The drama room is windowless and is too dark to use for other purposes. It will provide a 
new window and door opening to provide light, ventilation and access to exterior outdoor 
classroom from the drama room. 

 We are considering demolishing the east facing wall to install new window/door to open 
onto the outdoor learning deck. 

 We are considering reducing the length of the wall separating the drama room from the 
Multi-Purpose area if structural consideration permits. 

 We will retain the mirror sliding doors in the drama room for storage. 

 It will provide acoustic glazed sliding doors to open up the 5/6 learning areas into the Multi-
Purpose space for break out activities. 

 We will relocate the library desk, consider reducing length of the desk 

 We will retain tiered seating in current language learning area, school to confirm whether 
closing off the language learning alcove is required. 

 Additional Storage is required to compensate the loss of the central enclosed area, we are 
considering additional cupboards under and beside the window in the breakout area on 
east side.   

 Project budget for the works has been allocated as a 2 Provisional sum as follows:- 

 Multi-Purpose structural and services $145,000 

 Multi-Purpose fit out $124,914 

 Total Budget $269,914 

 
If you would like input into this stage of the building project please make contact with me. 
Bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au, we have discussed this also at our recent SAC 
meeting.  

 

Mary-Anne Thomas to Visit for Sod Turning 

We are delighted that our local member Mary-Anne Thomas will visit our school on June 17th for 
15mins to perform the sod turning which marks officially the beginning of our building project. Our 
children will take part in this and we will post photos in the newsletter. If you are in the area at 
10.00am you are welcome to attend. 

mailto:Bronwyn.phillips@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


Let’s Stamp Out Bullying Incursion 

On Tuesday morning we were treated to a performance in the 

hall all about the positive steps we can all take to stop a bully. 

The performance was filled with magic tricks, puppets and lots 

of noise! Some of the students even turned into magicians’ 

assistants themselves even though I’m not sure they know 

how the magic happened inside their own hands! We learned 

about the acronym STAMP and how each letter can remind us 

what to do if there is a bully.  

S – Stay away 

T – Tell someone 

A – Always help 

M – Make friends 

P – Play nicely 

 

 

Education Support Officers 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We have a wonderful ES personnel team who support in the classrooms. We need them! We 

value them and most important of all, they are great people with a passion to make our school 

even better. Thanks so much ES team Joanna, Janene, Rhonda, Jodie, Michelle, Joel, Sandy, 

Jenny and Fiona! 



Class Masses 

As communicated through the Faith page, you are most 
welcome to attend year level Masses as listed in the 
calendar and on the faith page. 

Confirmation Preparation Day 

We pray for Isabelle, Hayden, Oscar, William, Tilly, 

Patrick, Sam, Asha, Joseph, Leo, Eden, Noah, Buster 

and Jack who will make their sacrament of Confirmation on Sunday. On Wednesday, they took 

part in their preparation day.  

Our St Ambrose Parish Confirmation Candidates have been very busy over the past six weeks in 

preparing for their Sacrament of Confirmation. They have had a special visit by Bishop Terry 

Curtin and a thought provoking Confirmation Preparation Evening. They have been learning about 

how Confirmation gives us the special strength of the Holy Spirit to live and share the faith by word 

and action. That we are helped in this task by the gifts of: wisdom, understanding, right judgement, 

courage, knowledge, reverence, and wonder and awe in God’s presence. They have been busy 

completing their confirmation posters that have been displayed in the church show casing their 

chosen saint’s name and related information. On Wednesday, the candidates went to a Senior 

Level Mass that focused on Confirmation-Peace and Justice, then following this had a practice in 

the Church in preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation coming up this Sunday the 5th June. 

We wish our St Ambrose Parish Confirmation Candidates all the very best and will keep them in 

our prayers.   

National Reconciliation Week (NRW)  

NRW began on Friday 27th May and finished today, Fri 3rd June. Each day and 
together we can learn about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, to 
explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia. 

Subway Lunches 

It is great to see the children enjoying their lunch order day. A reminder to check that the correct 

money is in your children’s orders. Thank you. 

Wet Day Play  

As the winter sets in, our students will have days where they spend playtimes indoors. The 

following snaps show are children enjoying each other’s company playing various games and 

tending to their class pets during this time. We are fortunate to have access to the parish hall 

which allows them to have a stretch and a run around if we can’t get outdoors. Remember to dress 

warmly children. We do go outside if the wind and rain holds off.  



 

     

  

Garden Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured are Tilly and David with the butterflies they made during garden club thanks to Meagan. 

They hope that their creations will warn off unwanted insects who may eat their vegetables! 

School Advisory Council Meeting 

Last night we met as a School Council. We did a tour of the building site and discussed the plans 

for the multipurpose area. We also reviewed the role of the SAC. Minutes will be included in next 

week’s newsletter. Thanks to all members who volunteer to be part of this committee  

We have appointed SAC members to represent different levels in our school to allow another point 
of communication for our families and to create another avenue for you to have your say. The 
following SAC members will represent the following classes: 

Years Prep – Year Two (Junior School): Mike Boudrie & Jodie Warner 

Years 3-4                      (Middle School): Rhea Doyle & Jane Lindhe 

Years 5-6                      (Senior School): Danielle Perrin, Manisha Fernando & Ellen Vernon 



I will share representatives contact details in next week’s newsletter. Our SAC will meet again at 
5.30 on Wednesday July 27th. 

Your SAC Members are: 

Chairperson: Mike Boudrie. 

Parent representatives: 

Danielle Perrin, Ellen Vernon (Secretary), Jane Lindhe, Rhea Doyle, Manisha Fernando, Jodie 
Warner. 

Debbie Geisler. Fr. Martin Bronwyn Phillips 

School Improvement 

Goal 1:  (Pedagogical Practices) To develop a whole-school approach to Learning 

and Teaching. 

That student outcomes reflect effective differentiated teaching practices. One of the ways we do 

this is by offering a high level of support in the classrooms where we support students in focussed 

teaching groups from point of need.   

 

  

 

  



  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Service: Calling for Donations of Warm Clothing 

Sunshine Bendigo (a charity organisation providing material aid to families with young children in 

the Bendigo region https://sunshinebendigo.org.au/home ) have put a call out for urgently needed 

winter clothing – Ellen, Owen and Sophie have dropped a box into the front office if you can offer 

any donations. Thank you. 

St. Ambrose in the News: Road Safety Update 

Thank you everyone for your efforts to urge the council to take action to make our roads safer for 
pedestrians and cyclists.  
 
Jake Hart provided the following update on Pedestrian Safety Works around St Ambrose Primary 
School. Jake has been very supportive and helpful and we thank him for this. 
  
We are currently assessing Tender Responses for the Templeton and Urquhart Street Wombat 
crossing, along with the pram crossing upgrades. We hope to have a contractor on board by the 
end of the week and then can supply you with firm construction dates. I have attached the plans 
for these works again FYI. 
  
Submission to the Draft Budget have now closed. Thank you for the Brooke and Templeton Street 
submissions. Officers understand the importance of this project and will continue to work with the 
Councillors to make this project a priority. The final budget will be approved at the 22 June 2022 
Council Meeting, you will be able to see the Council Meeting Agenda online from 5.00pm, 17 June 
2022. 
  
Outstanding questions from last week’s meeting: 
 

 When do you expect to have the plans for Brooke and Templeton Street stage 1 tender 
ready? – Stage 1 plans are near ready for tender. We expect to have these plans finalised by 
30 June 2022. 

https://sunshinebendigo.org.au/home


 When do you expect to have the plans for Brooke and Templeton Street stage 2 tender ready? 
– The design and investigations for stage 2 have commenced and are expected to take 
approximately 4 months to complete. 

 In the meantime is there any temporary measures that could make it safer for pedestrians at 
Brooke and Templeton Street? – There is a pedestrian sign at the top at the crest at the 
moment, however I have sent a request to the Engineering and Traffic team for further 
investigations and temporary solutions. I will keep you updated on this one. 

 Are Council going to reduce the speed limit in Brooke Street? – Speed limits are managed by 
the Department of Transport (DoT), even for Council Roads, and must be approved by DoT. 
Council has submitted a speed reduction application to DoT, to reduce the speed limit of 
Brooke Street to 50km/h. 

 
Let me know if you have any further questions and please do not hesitate to contact me at any 
time. 
  
Kind regards, 

Jake Hart (He/Him) 
Coordinator Civil Maintenance and Construction 
Engineering and Resource Recovery 
Macedon Ranges Shire Council  

Mental Health & Wellbeing from Erin Brass 

 
 

Building self-compassion  
Self-compassion is the ability to be kind to yourself even when things don’t go to plan. It’s 

acknowledging the feelings and experiences that are occurring with a kindness and care that one 

would show another person that they love and respect. Self-compassion is a powerful and 

effective tool to use for strengthening mental health and general wellbeing. It’s a tool that a person 

can access at any point once it is learnt and strengthened. 

 

The Raising Children Network shares three really effective steps to use in order to build self-

compassion in our children. 

  

Step 1 

Pause and notice when your child is angry, frustrated or disappointed because things haven’t gone 

the way they wanted and they’re being hard on themselves. For example, your child’s craft hasn’t 

turned out the way they hoped or they weren’t chosen for the school choir. Maybe your child feels 

bad for being mean to a friend. You might hear your child say things like ‘I’m the worst’, ‘I’m 

hopeless’ or ‘I’ll never be able to do it’. Or your child might be quiet and look upset. 

 

 

 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/health-daily-care/mental-health/self-compassion-young-children


Step 2 

Let your child know that it’s OK to find things hard and that everyone makes mistakes. It’s also OK 

to feel sad, angry, disappointed or frustrated – but it isn’t OK to say mean things about yourself. 

For example, you could say, ‘I’d be frustrated too if I didn’t score a goal. But that doesn’t make you 

a loser’. Or if your child isn’t invited to a birthday party, remind them that it doesn’t mean that 

there’s something wrong with them. We can’t control other people’s choices, but we can make an 

extra effort to look after ourselves. 

 

Step 3 

Encourage your child to say something kind to themselves. It can help to ask your child what they 

might say to a friend who made a mistake or who’s going through a tough time. 

Here are some options you could suggest to your child: 

 ‘I’ve done my best.’ 
 ‘Everyone finds learning new things hard.’ 
 ‘I don’t have to be perfect.’ 
 ‘We all make mistakes sometimes.’ 
 ‘It’s OK that I can’t do this yet. I’ll try again next time.’ 
 ‘I’m a good and lovable person.’ 

Covid & Absences Update 

This week we have had 1 case reported in 2V. According to our records we have had 60 children 

absent from illness this week which is 25% of our students.  Some for one day, some for the whole 

week.  Absences include some who have appointments, some have viruses, 1 has Covid at 

moment, while others are away for family reasons.  

As we are all out and about more viruses are being passed around. We continue to follow Covid 
safe protocols and ask you to keep your children home if they have cold or flu like symptoms. 
Please make sure that your children are dressed warmly each day. Thank you.  
 
We are fortunate during these times of teacher shortages to have a solid number of capable and 
regular CRT staff who are familiar with our children and routines and have stepped in when we 
have had staff absence due to illness, PD or other reasons. To this point all classes have had a 
teacher and support staff each day.  

Music Lessons at St Ambrose - Limited Extra Slots 

Due to the success of the Wednesday classes I have the fortune of being able to add extra classes on 

Mondays at St Ambrose.  I offer lessons for the following instruments 

 

 Guitar 
 Keyboard 
 Ukulele 
 Bass 
 Drums 
 Singing 
 

These lessons are available at the following rates 

 

 $18 per lesson: group of 5 
 $25 per lesson: group of 2 
 $35 per lesson: one on one 
 

Get in touch to enquire about music lessons and terms/conditions. Limited slots available. 

Phone: 04 3142 5482  Email: jacobpetrossian94@gmail.com   J. Petrossian 

mailto:jacobpetrossian94@gmail.com


Wear layers for the Cold Months 

It is teriffic to see our students arriving at school dressed in their uniforms including jumpers and 
their soft shell jacket. The weather is getting much colder and we want the chldren to be 
comfortable. Thank you for supporting them to dress warmly. You can buy the navy beanie as well 
as a navy coat that is fleece line and waterproof on the outside from hip pocket. This is also a 
great coat for the weekends.  

Student Initiatives 

In Religious Education the 5/6 students have been investigating social 

justice issues involved with our modern lifestyles. The topics we have 

covered so far are:  

 cocoa bean harvesting using child slaves 

 cobalt mining by children for mobile phone batteries 

 the use of low paid labour for clothing manufacture       for major 

Australian retailers.  

As part of our taking action on the issues, we have registered our 

school with Mobile Muster as a collection point for old mobile phones. 

We are asking staff, families, and the community to hunt out those old 

mobiles lurking in the bottom drawer at home and send them into 

school with students (or drop them off). 

The collection box will be located at reception! 

Thanks for your support for this recycling initiative. 

Reflections this week 

2V’s New Class Pets - Spinifex Hopping Mice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3/4L’s Class Pet “SPIKE” gets 
lots of interest from visitors 



eLearning Grade 5/6 Designing through CoSpaces  

The task was to introduce yourself through a personal virtual AR/VR 
CoSpace representing who you are. 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Running Records to determine growth in reading - Prep C 

Mathematics PLT 

Stamp Out Bullying Incursion P-2 session 

 

 

 

 



Student Awards  

Prep C Poppy C for always being respectful and showing responsibility. 
Prep C Holly C for being responsible for her things and trying her best. 
P/1R Ben Y for having a go at everything. 
P/1R Iona T for being kind and helpful. 
1/2O Emily S for always trying to do her best. 
1/2O Walter G for his thoughtfulness within the classroom. 
2V Archer B for always showing kindness to his peers! 
2V Angus N for creating an engaging and details map for his narrative! 
3/4L Ruby P for showing great resilience all term. 
3/4L Sid M for being a great leader in our class. 
3/4O Mary G for consistently being kind and respectful. 
3/4O Caysen E-S for outstanding focus and perseverance in his learning. 
3/4W Thomas L for using his time wisely and respectfully to complete tasks. 
5/6M Mia T for being resilient and never giving up on the netball court.  “A great defender!” 
5/6M Millie S for always being respectful by treating others as equals. 
5/6P Grace S for sharing her knowledge of Area with the class. 
5/6P Levi Z for always being helpful in the classroom. 
5/6S George S for bee-ing resilient always trying his best! Well done. 
5/6S Seth X for bee-ing responsible always handing in his spelling homework! Well done. 
 

Happy Birthday 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pupil Free Days for the Remainder of this Year  

Tuesday 14 June   Staff First Aid Training 
Thursday 11 & Friday 12 August Staff Faith Formation 
Monday 31 October   Staff School Improvement Planning 
 
If you haven’t already done so, make a note in your diaries. 
 
Classes finish at 3.30pm on 13 December 
Numeracy Testing 14 & 15 December 

 
Warm regards,                                                         

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

3 June Neve E-S 

  Xavier M 

4 June Isla W 

5 June Poppy Q 

6 June Benni C 

  Kate D 

  Archie S 



Classroom Feature: This week Ms Shannon Visual Arts 

Visual Arts Newsletter W6.T2 

 

During term 2 in Visual Arts the focus has been on our environment, especially Autumn. Shape, colour and 

texture were explored using a variety of different media. Students have enjoyed and been challenged to 

develop and extend 2D and 3D art skills using plasticine and clay.  

Creativity and self expression are key skills within any learning environment and the art room has been a 

safe and fun place to practice and extend these skills. The students seem to enjoy and produce amazing 

creative artworks. I think the photos tell the story best. Enjoy! 

Clare Shannon 

Visual Arts Teacher 

        

 

0  



    

      

    

 

  



 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



  



  





Community News 

 

 



 

 

 

Dromkeen ‘Little Matilda’ Storytime with Author Caz 

Goodwin & Illustrator Shaney Hyde 

Suitable for preschool to 7 years 

Where: Dromkeen Homestead Riddells Creek 

Date: Saturday 4th June 

Time: 2.00pm 

RSVP: bernadette@dromkeen.com.au  
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