
NEWSLETTER NO.6  WEEK 7  TERM 2  FRIDAY 10TH JUNE ,  2022    

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 2 2022 
ALL ADULTS Assisting with programs MUST BE  TRIPLE VACCINATED IF 

ASSISTING IN THE BUILDING 

Monday 13 June 2022 Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 14 June 2022 Pupil Free Day Staff First Aid Training. 

Friday 17 June 2022 Mary Anne Thomas Sod Turning 

Friday 24 June 2022 End of Term 2 – dismissal 2.30 pm 

Saturday 25 June 2022 – Sunday 10 July 2022 Term 2 School Holidays 

Click here for Term 3 calendar dates -  school calendar 

 
Dear families, parishioners and 

friends,  

Our staff are well underway writing reports and collating 
final assessment data to provide families with a report on 
student progress and achievement.  
We are scheduling conferences (or parent teacher 
meetings) for week 1 & 2 in term 3. We hope that you 
learn more about your child’s attitude to learning, their 
social interactions, resilience and how they are as a 
person as well as their curriculum achievements over 
semester one through this process. You can book these 
meetings online via Operoo. 
 
The winter chill has certainly set in so it is good to see our 
children arriving at school warmly dressed in their winter uniform 
options. Unless it is raining we go outside to play so if you haven’t 
already done so you may consider purchasing the school navy coat 
which your child can wear over their school jumper and/or soft shell 
jacket. It has a fleeced lining and a waterproof exterior. School 
beanies and a navy spray jacket can also be purchased from Hip 
Pocket. We are currently sourcing another navy vest option as the one 
we chose is no longer made in child sizes. We will let you know about this when we find one. 

We acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of this land and pay our 

respects to the Elders both past, present 

and future for they hold the culture of 

hope for their people. 

 

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-and-events/school-calendar/
https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/our-school/uniform-shop/
https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/our-school/uniform-shop/


Pictured are Orlando and Jessica wearing the uniform 
fleece lined coats over their soft shell jackets for extra 
warmth. They say that they are comfortable and cosy. 
 
Given our oval is often too wet to play on in the winter 
months and that we can only use part of the hard courts 
until October, we have extended the outdoor play area to 
allow students to use the courtyard outside the year 1-2 
rooms and the hall if needed. We have an additional staff 
member on duty to adequately supervise this and we are 
providing games, chalk, and equipment and hobby 
groups to use this area. The children are enjoying these 
options. You will see pictures of their various activities 
later in this newsletter.   
 
As you know, on Tuesday our whole staff will update 
their first aid training and your children won’t come to 
school on this day. We hope that you can enjoy this long 
weekend with your family and we look forward to seeing 
your children again on Wednesday.  

 

Thank you Maree Thomas 

 
Last week St Ambrose former and current staff celebrated 
the teaching career of Maree Thomas who has faithfully 
dedicated herself to teaching for over thirty years. We 
sincerely thank Maree for her service and wish her a happy 
and satisfying retirement. Maree is looking forward to 
working as a CRT (Casual Relief Teacher) from next term 
so we will see her smiling face from time to time. 
 
 

Junior School Mass 

Our prep-year two students participated in the morning mass on Wednesday and did a splendid 

job reading as well as listening respectfully throughout the service. They may have spoken to you 

about their experience and about Fr. Martin’s sermon. 

  
 

 

 



 
 

 

May our children continue their 

path of Christian Initiation 

through this empowering 

sacrament and we also renew 

the gift of the Holy Spirit within 

ourselves filling us all with the 

grace to follow the example of 

Christ and serve others. 

Our sincere thanks to Nicole 
Sherlock-Byrne for her work 
with the students and for her 
organisation. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Helpers in & Beyond the Classroom 
 

 

Parents being their child’s first and foremost teachers make a difference. In fact, they make their 

greatest contribution to their child’s education at home. Research shows that family-led learning is 

vital. This involves all the ways that parents support learning through everyday activities, and 

during the time their children aren’t at school.  



Research also demonstrates that effective schools have high levels of parental and community 
involvement. This involvement is strongly related to improved student learning, attendance and 
behaviour. Family involvement can have a major impact on student learning, regardless of the 
social or cultural background of the family. Family involvement in schools is therefore central to 
high quality education and is part of the core business of schools.  
  
If the Classroom Parent Helper program is something that you would be interested in participating 
in and you are not already doing so, make contact with your child’s class teacher. We welcome 
your support. 
 

Garden Club 

In garden club this week we talked about what we need to do to maintain the chicken 

coop. The children checked the food and water levels and picked some silver beet from the 

garden to feed to the chickens. They also prepared the raised bed that will be used as our 

compost bay where we will deposit green and food waste for the chickens to forage through, which 

will in turn become compost to put back in the garden. Amy Murphy came along to assist Meagan 

this week, which was a huge help. Thank you very much ladies! 

Building Update 

Raysett continue to remain on target 

even though we have had rainy days! 

You will have noticed holes at the 

front of our school for line work. We 

plan to move into the new classroom 

area in October. They will then begin 

stage 2 of the project being the 

refurbishment of the front entrance 

and staffroom. We will then have new 

additional rooms, which will free up 

older classrooms to relocate 

administration to while they renovate 

the front entrance.   

Child Safe Standards 2022 

The new and revised Child Safe Standards begin on July 1, 2022. We are in the process of 
updating all our policies linked in the new Child Safe and Wellbeing policy (draft for consultation) 
and another document entitled “How St Ambrose Parish School meets the child safe standards”. 
We will ask for your feedback on both of these documents before we collate and redistribute to 
School Council for ratification.  
 

School Advisory Council Meeting 
 
We have appointed SAC members to represent different levels in our school to allow another point 
of communication for our families and to create another avenue for you to have your say. The 
following SAC members will represent the following classes: 

Years Prep – Year 2     (Junior School): Mike Boudrie & Jodie Warner 

Years 3-4                      (Middle School): Rhea Doyle & Jane Lindhe 

Years 5-6                      (Senior School): Danielle Perrin, Manisha Fernando & Ellen Vernon 



Representatives contact details are:  

Mike Boudrie: mikeboudrie@grangeadvisory.com  

Jodie Warner: jode101@hotmail.com 

Rhea Doyle: rhea.j.doyle@gmail.com 

Jane Lindhe: janeclindhe@gmail.com  

Danielle Perrin: danielleperrin@gmail.com 

Manisha Fernando: manishafernando@hotmail.com  

Ellen Vernon: ellensalathiel@msn.com 

Our SAC will meet again at 5.30pm on Wednesday July 27th. Previous minutes are included later 
in this newsletter. 

PBL Update 

We continue our work with our 
MACS consultant Roland Wans 
who spent time in the classrooms 
this week observing how well the 
children understood what our 
expectations are and how well 
we are teaching these across the 
school. We always value a fresh 
set of eyes and feedback. Roland 
congratulated the staff this week 
on how successfully they have 
embedded the first stage of this approach. 

Mary-Anne Thomas to Visit for Sod Turning 

We are delighted that our local member Mary-Anne Thomas will 
visit our school on June 17th for 15 mins to perform the sod 
turning which marks officially the beginning of our building project. 
Our children will take part in this and we will post photos in the 
newsletter. If you are in the area at 10.00am you are welcome to 
attend. 
 

Re-purpose, Re-use, Recycle 

Pictured are our year 1-2 students busy making new creations by 

recycling materials found at home. 

mailto:mikeboudrie@grangeadvisory.com
mailto:jode101@hotmail.com
mailto:rhea.j.doyle@gmail.com
mailto:janeclindhe@gmail.com
mailto:danielleperrin@gmail.com
mailto:manishafernando@hotmail.com
mailto:ellensalathiel@msn.com


Student Initiatives: Community Service: Calling for 

Donations of Warm 

Clothing  

Thank you for all of your 

donations to Sunshine Bendigo 

(a charity organisation 

providing material aid to 

families with young children in 

the Bendigo region).  A big 

thank you to parishioner 

Wendy Griffiths for her very 

generous donation of lovely 

hand knitted jumpers.  Please 

note the donation box will be at 

the office until Monday June 

20. There is a particular need 

for newborn size onesies and 

warm baby clothes if you have 

any of these to donate. 

https://sunshinebendigo.org.au/home 

 
Auskick at the MCG 
 

 
 
Freddie, Leo, Archer, Caleb, Jim, Oli, James & Remy were lucky enough to play half time Auskick 
at the MCG last night!  How exciting!! 

https://sunshinebendigo.org.au/home


St. Ambrose in the News: Road Safety Update 
 
Members of our parent community and I presented at this week’s council meeting to ask that 

money is allocated to fund a safe crossing over Brooke St. Thank you everyone for your support in 

making the safety of our local children a priority when they walk to and from school using the 

Templeton St corridor. We are hoping for $420K to be allocated to addressing this serious safety 

issue. 

 

Covid & Absences Update 
 

We have had several families and staff impacted not only by COVID but the flu, gastro and other 

illness. We wish all those unwell, a speedy recovery. 

This week we have had 1 case reported in 2V.  According to our records, we have had 57 children 

absent from illness this week which is 24% of our students.  Some for one day, some for the whole 

week.  Absences include some who have appointments, some have viruses, some have Covid at 

the moment, while others are away for family reasons. 

As we all are out and about more viruses are being passed around. We continue to follow Covid 
safe protocols and ask you to keep your children home if they have cold or flu like symptoms. 
Please make sure that your children are dressed warmly each day. Thank you.  
 
We are fortunate during these times of teacher shortages to have a solid number of capable and 
regular CRT staff who are familiar with our children and routines and have stepped in when we 
have had staff absence due to illness, PD or other reasons. To this point, all classes have had a 
teacher and support staff each day.  
 

 
Ultimate Frisbee in PE 

 
This week in PE sessions we learnt the skills and rules to play Ultimate Frisbee. We had coach 
Kyal from Frisbee Victoria to help us out. It’s a great game of strategy & skill. Hopefully we’ll see 
kids playing it out in the playground! 
 

 

 
  



Mental Health & Wellbeing from Erin Brass 
 

 

Shifting the thinking when big emotions happen 

 

Navigating play and friendship is a continual journey for children. Understanding the power of 

words, articulating big emotions in social moments, or being able to express one’s experiences are 

all things that can be challenging even for adults let alone for children in a school yard, or for 

siblings playing together at home.  

Often when I am out in the yard I hear many children use the words “You made me feel…” or 

“They made me feel…”, and honestly, I reckon there may still be rare moments as an adult where I 

slip into this thinking. Would you agree? 

However those four words end up disempowering the person speaking them. Those words claim 

that someone else has the power or ability to control and manipulate a person's emotions. This we 

know to not be true. We create our emotions and reactions based on past experience. It is us that 

has the power to decide (or to react to) how we feel. 

One big shift the students and I are practising at the moment is using the following statement…. 

 

“When (insert incident) happened, I felt (insert emotion). ”  

 

By taking ownership over the emotion, students can begin to understand that not only are they 

able to articulate their experience but can do so without blame and judgement on themselves or 

another. They are also empowered to recognise that if it is them that created the feeling then it is 

also them that can change it if they choose to. Always being at choice. 

One of the most recent examples I saw of this was when one of the prep students had a go at 

sharing this sentence with their friend…“I felt sad when you stopped playing with me and I like 

playing with you”. It was really nice to watch them both work out that despite the disagreement all 

they wanted to do was play together.  

With adult guidance initially, conversations between two or more children can dramatically change 

the outcome of a disagreement. Leaving both children empowered to share their experience 

without argument and find a solution together.  

It’s available for all of us to practise anywhere and anytime. I can say with certainty that this simple 

sentence still helps me to communicate sometimes too.  

 

  



Social Justice Team ‘Letters for BUPA Residents’ 

 

The Social Justice Team were requested to organise some pictures and letters for 

the residents of BUPA Woodend.  The residents still have a number of Covid 

restrictions, which includes not being able to host visits from local school children, 

which we have been involved in the past.  The Social Justice Team organised for 

the ‘Buddies’ to help out.  Whilst the Big Buddies wrote letters, personally addressed 

to the 73 residents, the Little Buddies created some beautiful, colourful pictures to 

share with the residents.  The aim is to brighten up their day:) 

 

 

Here the Social Justice Team gave 

up their lunch time to write the 

names of each resident on an 

envelope together with their room 

number so they can be hand 

delivered. 

 

 

 

William and Isabelle handed 

over the letters and pictures to 

two staff members of BUPA 

Woodend on Thursday.  They 

were very grateful and plan on 

delivering them to the residents 

today (Friday). 

 

 

 

  



Reflections this week 

Split Play Areas due to wet weather. 
So…alternative play options in the courtyard! 
 

       
 

      
Chalk art! 
 

      
  

Artists in residence! 



     
                 Scoop and catch                                               Skipping up a storm! 
 
 
Asphalt activities… 

     
Hoop time                                                       …and Four Square 
 

 

     
Kick to kick                                                      Hula hoops                                                 Flying fox fun 
 

       
Big & Little Buddies!                                                              3/4L Students demonstrating number talks 



Junior School Mass on Wednesday morning to celebrate Stewardship of Creation 

        
      Lining up to enter the church.                                  Readers.                    Bowing towards the Alter as a sign of respect   

                                                                                                                                                          for God’s Presence. 

 

         
   General Intercessions - Prayers for those in need. 
 

          

             

Fr. Martin talked about 
the significance of the 
symbols on his 
vestments 
including the wooden 
cross made from 
branches of a tree, 
gum leaves, flowers 
and the Southern 
Cross constellation. 

 

Prep/1R 
 
We have been using 
balance pans and the 
sandpit to measure 
items. 



Happy Birthday 

 
 
Pupil Free Days for the Remainder of this Year  

 
Tuesday 14 June – Staff First Aid training 
Thursday 11 & Friday 12 August – Staff Faith Formation 
Monday 31 October – Staff School Improvement Planning 
 
If you haven’t already done so make a note in your diaries: 
Classes finish at 3.30pm on 13 December. 
Numeracy Testing 14 & 15 December. 

 
 
Enjoy the long weekend everyone. We will see you back at 
school on Wednesday June 15th. Given the shorter week our 
next newsletter will go out on Friday June, 24th which is the final day of term 2. We will include 
next term’s calendar in this next edition. 
 
 
Warm regards,  
 

 

Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

 

 

 

 

We are asking staff, families, and the community to hunt out those old 

mobiles lurking in the bottom drawer at home and send them into 

school with students (or drop them off). 

The collection box will be located at reception! 

Thanks for your support for this recycling initiative.  

  

10 June Mary G 

11 June James B 

14 June Sofia X 

16 June Ben Y 

21 June Cooper B 



Classroom Feature: This week Mrs Kelly Woodman ICT 

TERM 2 - eLearning  

 

Welcome to eLearning Term 2.  There has been many wonderful discoveries made this 

Term and the students in all areas have thoroughly enjoyed the learning experiences 

presented to them.  

 

Grade Prep/One/Two 

 

Data, data everywhere! Our Prep, One and Two students have been learning about data. 

They have been making connections to data in their own lives by collecting information 

from others and displaying this in the form of pictographs, bar graphs and glyphs. This has 

provided them with the very first insights into viewing data as information.  

 

  

 

 

Grade Three/Four 

 

This term students in the Three/Four area have been continuing to strengthen their 

researching skills. They have been learning about effective research techniques and 

developing strategies to ‘check facts’ before believing it to be T.R.U.E. Using these 

techniques students began research an animal that is listed on the Australian Endangered 

Species List. They learnt about the animal including its adaptations, habitat, reasons for 

endangerment, and efforts taken to save the species. They are in the process of 



documenting their information, displaying their notetaking skills and will then present this 

information in an iMovie project using iPads. We are looking  

forward to seeing the end products! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 5/6  

 

We were very fortunate to be chosen by the CSER Digital Technlogies Department at the 

University of Adelaide to explore the mixed reality web-based application CoSpaces. The 

university granted us access to a CoSpaces class digital licence and AR/VR equipment for 

our terms explorations. This application has allowed students build their own 3D creations, 

animate them with code and explore them in Virtual or Augmented Reality.  

 

This has been a wonderful opportunity for our 5/6 students. It has allowed our students 

to build upon their digital literacy and 21st Century learning skills such as collaboration 

and coding. These skills are essential in preparing our students for their future while 

empowering them to become creators. 

 

   

  



 

Library News. Book Week 2022 

Start planning your costumes and get ready for some wonderful book loving fun! 

 

● CBCA 2022 Book Week Theme is “Dreaming with eyes open…”watch the book week 

theme introduction. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sr_gxGYM6DM  

● Book Week Parade scheduled for 9am. Mon.22nd August. 2022 St. Ambrose Hall. 

● Book Week livestream performance incursion by Perform Education. Tues.23rd August. 

● Each year since 1945 the CBCA has brought children and books together across Australia 

through CBCA Book Week. During this time schools and public libraries spend one 

glorious week celebrating books and Australian children's authors and illustrators. 

● Easy Book Week costume ideas are always a winner. And usually, it is cheaper to make 

something at home than purchase a costume. Here are some ideas. 

● https://www.simplifycreateinspire.com/book-week-costume-ideas/  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sr_gxGYM6DM
https://www.simplifycreateinspire.com/tag/costumes/
https://www.simplifycreateinspire.com/book-week-costume-ideas/


  



 

 

 

  



 

MINUTES for Parish Education Board MEETING No 2, Wednesday 1st June 2022 

5.30 pm at St. Ambrose Hall. 

Meeting Opened:  

Present: Bronwyn P, Debbie G, Jodie W, Ellen V, Mike B, Danielle P, Jane L (online) and Rhea D 

(online) 

Apologies: Fr. Martin, Manisha F 

Minutes: Debbie 

Prayer:  Debbie 

Chairperson: Mike Boudrie 

We respectfully acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional country of the Dja 

Dja Wurrung people. We pay our respect to Elders past, present and emerging and 

thank them for sharing this beautiful land with us. We recognise and respect their 

cultural heritage, beliefs and relationship with the land, which continue to be important 

to the people living today. 

 

1. Previous Minutes                                                                              Bronwyn 

Noted. 

 

2. Principal’s Report:                                                                  Bronwyn/Debbie 

Key Points Discussed: 

 Building Works Tour and Update – Extra visibility into classrooms, opening up between 

classrooms to allow for the opportunity to team teach, extra storage options, more 

toilets, extending the staffroom, new entrance, outside learning space on the library 

deck with new shade sail grant and the opening up of the library space. 

 SAC members assigned as parent contact points for Junior/Middle/Senior classes. 

 Format and timing of newsletter to remain the same. 

 Covid update – State-wide shortage of teachers, but we have been very lucky that we 

have not had to split classes.  We have a good number of quality CRTs to call upon, and 

members of leadership have also stepped into cover classes and lessons too.  RAT 

tests regularly being sent home.  Snapshot of absences today (1/6/2022) – 8% with 9 for 

family reasons, 20 unwell and 0 Covid cases. 

 Enrolments – We have had a couple of families relocate with reasons that do not relate 

to the school, and we have also welcomed a couple of new families, with two more 

families joining us next term. Our numbers are strong and we have another family who 

are relocating later in the year. 



 Chicken Coop and x5 hens have arrived. 

 School Photos have arrived. 

 Story Dog – program is targeted to the Grade 2 level. 

 Sacrament of Confirmation – taking place on Sunday 5th June at 3.30pm. 

 AGILE Maths – goal is related to our School Improvement Plan.  Debbie has taken over 

the Maths Leader role and is planning and running Staff Meetings and PLTs 

(Professional Learning Team Meetings) with the support of a Math Team. 

 MH&W Pilot Program – is education based and driven by research.  We are very lucky 

to be involved in this pilot.  This does not involve counselling services.  The MH&W Pilot 

Program aims to build ‘mental health literacies’ across the school community.  Erin, our 

coordinator, has already facilitated a Staff Meeting and ESO Meeting on mental health 

literacies to build knowledge and develop a shared language.  This will also support 

teachers, students and parents in being aware of the Mental Health Continuum and the 

strategies and services that are available.  We have established a MH&W Team, who 

are working together to streamline our referral system for such services as; child 

psychologists, occupational therapists, speech pathologists…etc. 

 Uniform update – Need for a warm jacket for outside during this time of the year 

especially.  We have been through the consultation process to develop our current 

uniform.  Our uniform is distinctive, and includes our logo which is part of our Catholic 

identity.  Puffer jackets with hoods poses a health and safety issue.  A navy school 

jacket is available for purchase from Hip Pocket.  Many children are wearing shorts.  

This can be a sensory issue.  Still need to keep the chest and back warm.  Bronwyn to 

speak with our school uniform supplier regarding other options, including a navy vest. 

 Kate Old is on maternity leave.  Rebecca K who has been employed to replace Kate is 

currently unwell, but is hoping to start in 1/2O before the end of Term 2.  Jocelyn Devlin, 

who has been working with the class since the beginning of the year has stepped in full-

time and is willing to continue in this role, for stability, consistency as long as she is 

needed. 

 Mary-Anne Thomas MP will be attending onsite for a ‘Sod Turning’ 

 

3. SAC Member Requirements                                           Mike  

SAC – What is our purpose? To provide a better experience for the children at the school. 

Overview of the role of SAC members and their obligations - Main role is to support the 

Principal of the School (Bronwyn).  We aim to hold six meetings per school year.  Take the 

Letter of Appointment and Terms of Reference away and look through it, and become 

familiar with it and the role. 

Terms of Reference – is how the board works and functions.  Analogy used was, the SAC 

is like a school dance, and we are the people on the balcony.  We can provide parent and 

community voice.  The SAC is not involved in the day-to-day running of the school.  That is 

the Principal’s job.  The SAC focus on the bigger picture and support the goals of the 

school.  The SAC contribute in an advisory capacity with a local context and focus.  If the 

SAC members are involved in a contentious issue, they ‘act in good faith’ and support the 

overall decisions made by the SAC as a whole.  Some information shared at the SAC is 

highly confidential.  If there is a conflict of interest, members need to think of what is best 

for the whole, which is inclusive by nature. (refer to Horizons of Hope Vision Statement – ( 

https://www.macs.vic.edu.au/Our-Schools/Curriculum/Horizons-of-Hope.aspx ) 

The Chair – this appointment is for a full three year term, but other roles are not locked in.  

Other roles could be shared E.g. Secretary.  Our SAC will naturally evolve as we work 

together and find our feet. 

 

https://www.macs.vic.edu.au/Our-Schools/Curriculum/Horizons-of-Hope.aspx


Refer point 7 – Committees – only applicable if we feel we need another parent body E.g. 

Carnival 

Refer point 9 & 10 – Record keeping, we will look at the start of Term 3. 

                                                                                 

 

4. SAC Objectives for 2022                            Bronwyn/Mike 

All Catholic Primary Schools submit their reports to MACS by May the following year.  Our 

school annual report is being finalised at the moment. 

This year the SAC will focus on the capital works.  The SAC will be involved in the Schools 

Review process in 2023. 

 

5. School Crossing Proposals                       Mike 

Moving ahead and will continue to keep you updated.  Bronwyn and Mike to attend the 

upcoming Council Meeting. 

 

6. Parish News                                                                                      Fr. Martin      

TBA                                                                                               

 

7. Any other business                                                           All 

Finance Report – (Bronwyn) Current bank balances shared which includes leasing 

obligations.  School Fees can be paid via two options, Direct Debit or Lump Sum.  Have 

collected 85% of fees to date, however MACS would like 95%.  Capital Works Update - 

$0.9 million CDF loan (interest free), $3.3 Vic Government Capital Fund.  Note: School 

needs to maintain at all times approximately 10% of staff ways in the school account. 

SAC Secretary – Ellen Vernon has volunteered to take on this role.  Thank you. 

8. Next meeting                                                                                Mike    

Monday 11th of July is the first week of Term 3 so 

the next meeting will be held on Wednesday the 27th of July at 5.30pm in the Staffroom. 

Note: Bronwyn will present our School Improvement Plan. 

 

9. Meeting Closed                                                                            Mike                                                                                                           

  



  

  



   



Community News 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 


