
NEWSLETTER NO.1  WEEK 1  TERM 3  FRIDAY 15 T H  JULY ,  2022    

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 3 2022 
 

Monday 18 July 2022 Swimming – 1/2O 12.30-1.15pm / 2V 1.15-2pm / 5/6S 2-2.45pm 

Tuesday 19 July 2022 Gr 3/4 cultural excursion to Bendigo 

Swimming – 1/2O 12.30-1.15pm / 2V 1.15-2pm / 5/6S 2-2.45pm 

Parent Teacher Conversations 3.45-5.45pm 

Sunday 24 July 2022 Eucharist Commitment Mass 11am 

Monday 25 July 2022 Swimming – Prep C 12.30-1.15pm / P/1R 1.15-2pm / 5/6M 2.-2.45pm 

Tuesday 26 July 2022 Swimming – Prep C 12.30-1.15pm / P/1R 1.15-2pm / 5/6M 2.-2.45pm 

Wednesday 27 July 2022 Swimming – Prep C 12.30-1.15pm / P/1R 1.15-2pm / 5/6M 2.-2.45pm 

Monday 1 August 2022 Swimming – Prep C 12.30-1.15pm / P/1R 1.15-2pm / 5/6M 2.-2.45pm 

Tuesday 2 August 2022 Swimming – Prep C 12.30-1.15pm / P/1R 1.15-2pm / 5/6M 2.-2.45pm 

Thursday 4 August 2022 Eucharist Preparation Evening with Denise Arnel 7pm 

Monday 8 August 2022 Swimming – 3/4L 12.30-1.15pm / 3/4W 1.15-2pm / 3/4O & 5/6P 2.-2.45pm 

Tuesday 9 August 2022 Swimming – 3/4L 12.30-1.15pm / 3/4W 1.15-2pm / 3/4O & 5/6P 2.-2.45pm 

Wednesday 10 August 2022 Swimming – 3/4L 12.30-1.15pm / 3/4W 1.15-2pm / 3/4O & 5/6P 2.-2.45pm 

Thursday 11 August 2022 Pupil free day – Staff Faith Formation 

Friday 12 August 2022 Pupil free day – Staff Faith Formation 

Monday 15 August 2022 Swimming – 3/4L 12.30-1.15pm / 3/4W 1.15-2pm / 3/4O & 5/6P 2.-2.45pm 

Tuesday 16 August 2022 Swimming – 3/4L 12.30-1.15pm / 3/4W 1.15-2pm / 3/4O & 5/6P 2.-2.45pm 

Friday 18 August 2022 Cobaw Athletics (selected Gr 3-6 students) 

Sunday 21 August 2022 Sacrament of Eucharist 11am 

Monday 22 – Friday 26 August 2022 Book Week 

Monday 22 August 2022 Book Week Parade 9am 

Tuesday 23 August 2022 Book Week Live Stream Performance 

Friday 26 August 2022 STAM DAY Years 3-6 

Sunday 28 August 2022 Sacrament of Eucharist 11am 

Friday 2 September 2022 Father’s Day Breakfast 7.30am 

Father’s Day Liturgy 9am 

Tuesday 6 September 2022 Gr 3/4 Melbourne excursion 

Sunday 11 September 2022 Sacrament of Eucharist 11am 

Friday 16 September 2022 End of Term 3 – dismissal 2.30pm 

Saturday 17 September 2022 – Sunday 2 October 2022 Term 3 School Holidays 

   

Lord, help me to be a merciful 

neighbour and a compassionate 

caregiver even when it is inconvenient, 

When time is short or other responsibilities loom.  

Help me to remember the Good Samaritan 

And Jesus’ simple message: 

Go, and do likewise. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen 

We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of all the lands. We pay our respect to elders, 
past, present and future. They hold the story, hope and dreaming for all. We affirm the wisdom of this 
ancient culture. It reminds us that God’s Word is part of the whole of creation. This message celebrates 
reconciliation with God, creation and all people. May we continue to walk the message of love, joy, 
peace and reconciliation. 
  

 



Dear families, parishioners and friends,  

We have had another great start to 
the term and thank you all for 
supporting our children back into the 
routines of school life so that they 
are ready to embrace their 
learning. It is always a joy to 
welcome them back and hear of 
their holiday adventures. 
   
As many of you will have seen, the 
work on our new classrooms is well 
underway with the brick work started 
and the frame to go up next week. 
We also had other maintenance 
work done including adding further 
soft fill under the senior playground 
as well as having all of our gutters 
cleaned out. You will have also noticed a lot of activity in front of our school. Part of this is Raysett 
attending to drainage (these are the fenced off areas). The council is also doing some work on the 
corner of Anslow and Templeton St as well as Urquhart St. (These are the taped off areas.) We 
are thankful that our local council has nearly completed a safe crossing area over Urquhart St. We 
also appreciate that you are exercising care while these works are happening. It’s great to know 
we will have significant improvements upon completion and our children certainly are learning from 
observing the progress!  
  
We hope that you have found the opportunity to chat with your child’s teacher both useful and 
enjoyable. I hope that you sensed the enthusiasm and dedication of our teachers and feel 
confident that your child’s needs are being met. We see these opportunities as a chance to further 
develop and strengthen our ongoing partnership with families and celebrate the successes from 
Semester 1. It’s also a good chance to share some goals for Semester 2 so we are all on the 
same page and aiming to help our young ones do their best.  
 
The winter has set in and for the remainder of this term our oval is likely to be too wet to use. This 
means that in order to allow our children the space to run around and play safely we need to open 
up the courtyard and hall area for their use. We are trialling over the coming week the seniors 
playing out in the back of the school area, (this includes the remainder of the netball courts, under 
shade sail area and senior playground) at recess, while the juniors use the courtyard and hall, 
then the juniors will play at the back of the school at lunchtime and the seniors play in the 
courtyard and hall area at lunchtime. Both areas will be fully supervised and additional games and 
activities provided. Teachers are also planning physical breaks outside recess and lunch times. 
These breaks may include walking to the local park for a play or an outdoor huff and puff type 
session. These power breaks along with swimming, physical education classes, and outdoor time 
will enable our children to have a break from the classroom, get some fresh air and move their 
bodies. Of course, if the oval is dry enough then we will allow the children to play on it.  
 
I have had a couple of parents offer to come in at recess or lunch to engage in a board game or 
the like at recess or lunch time. If you are one of these people and you have completed your 
parent as helper training and have a current WWC check, you may email me directly to organise a 
time to do this. I am sure the children will enjoy this time. If it is raining then we will follow our 
regular indoor wet day play timetable. We have a student initiative group running indoor games in 
the library supported by Mr. Old and myself twice each week, which allows another option for our 
students. We congratulate our children for being flexible and open to adapting to this outdoor play 
program. We hope that they continue to enjoy the additional games and activities on offer. 
  



The impact of the Coronavirus continues, however we have fewer students away at present. We 
do also have some of our ESO staff unwell. Rapid Antigen Tests are available for those of you 
who request them. You are required to test the family daily for seven days if you have a family 
member who has the virus (unless they have had Covid within 28 days of the close contact). You 
need to let the school know if your child is a close contact. Students who are close contacts and 
are in years 3-6 are required to wear a face mask whilst indoors unless they have an exemption. 
Students should continue to stay at home if they are unwell, even if they test negative on a RAT.  
 
Whilst we are not required to ask for proof of vaccination and face 
masks are not mandated, it is highly recommended that adults wear 
a face mask when indoors in public places which includes our 
school. 
 
Thank you for your support as we continue to make these 
adjustments. 

Welcome Rebecca Keenan 

We are delighted that Rebecca Keenan has 
joined our team and from what I have heard 
from the children, they are settled and happy. 
Many of you will have already met Rebecca at 
your teacher meetings and she says that you 
have all made her feel very welcome. We are 
looking forward to the additional flavour and 
expertise that Rebecca brings to our school.  

Child Safety & Wellbeing Policy and 
New Child Safe Standards 
 
I included the link to our updated Child Safety 
and Wellbeing Policy in our last newsletter 
which I hope you have had time to read. I have 
also prepared a Powerpoint synopsis of the standards along with how 
we meet these standards at St Ambrose. You can access this via this 
link How St Ambrose meets the child safe standards.  It will also be 
posted on our school website following ratification by our SAC and 
staff. 

Our Students Excelling  

Pictured to the right are Oscar and Liv who 
represented our school this week at the 
state cross country finals.  

 
Student Initiatives: Teddy Bear’s Picnic 
 
Ivy and Kate P-1R (pictured on the left) are planning a teddy bear’s 
picnic day on Monday September 5th. Stay tuned for further details! It is 
wonderful to observe our children’s confidence grow as they speak 
about their ideas and plan to make them come to fruition. 

STAM day is approaching!! Click on this link to learn more about Elijah, 
Mason & Tilly's plans! 

“Obstacles don’t 

block the path, 

they are the 

path.” 

 

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/How-St-Ambrose-meets-the-child-safe-standards.pptx
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AyS7tFfFv898vKpzWTIV6yDuQDwxlEmv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AyS7tFfFv898vKpzWTIV6yDuQDwxlEmv/view?usp=sharing


Thanks to Violet, Ruby and Eva, students are now 
enjoying playing games in the library in two lunch 
breaks each week. 
 

From our SAC Chairperson 

Dear Families, 

On behalf of the School Advisory Council I would like to welcome you all back to term three. It is 

great to see so much activity going on around the school this term, with the new building beginning 

to emerge, crossing and footpath works being completed and the students enjoying swimming 

lessons and being back in the classroom with their friends.  

This term we will be working with Bronwyn on the School improvement plan, planning fundraising 

activities and ratifying the updated Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy. If you would like to 

contribute to any school initiatives or have anything you would like the School Advisory Council to 

discuss please feel free to call me on 0498 134 239 or e-mail 

at mikeboudrie@grangeadvisory.com 

Mike Boudrie 

Swimming 

Our students are gaining further skill and really enjoying their swimming lessons. The Kyneton 
Aquatics Centre is doing a terrific job. The class sizes are small and supported by highly skilled 
staff and the centre is clean and comfortable. We hope all of our children enjoy this program which 
also gives them a further exercise option throughout this term.  

 

mailto:mikeboudrie@grangeadvisory.com


Emergency procedures  

Lock downs and evacuation drills are an 
important part of our emergency procedures, 
and we conduct drills routinely to ensure we 
all know what to do if ever there is a need. 
Staff talk to students in preparation for these 
events and work as a team to practice the 
procedure in the event of an emergency. We 
will conduct our next drill in a couple of weeks. 

 

 

2021 Annual Report to the School Community 

You can click on this link to read the 2021 Annual Report to the 
School Community which has now been ratified by MACS. 
Indeed we achieved a great deal even in times of lockdown. 
 

Focussed teaching Groups 
 
We continue to support your child’s learning from point of need in 
daily intensive teaching groups. At this time of the year we can 
observe the gains that have been made and we use our varied 
forms of assessment to track progress.  

  

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/2021-ARSC-1.pdf
https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/2021-ARSC-1.pdf


Our Kiln is Firing Well! 

Our children are looking forward to seeing how their pottery 

pieces look after being fired in our new kiln. 

 

School Advisory Council  

Our SAC will meet again at 5.30pm on Wednesday July 27th.  

The following SAC members represent the following classes: 

Years Prep – Year 2 (Junior School):  

Mike Boudrie & Jodie Warner 

Years 3-4 (Middle School):  

Rhea Doyle & Jane Lindhe 

Years 5-6 (Senior School):  

Danielle Perrin, Manisha Fernando & Ellen Vernon 

Representatives contact details are:  

Mike Boudrie: mikeboudrie@grangeadvisory.com  

Jodie Warner: jode101@hotmail.com 

Rhea Doyle: rhea.j.doyle@gmail.com 

Jane Lindhe: janeclindhe@gmail.com  

Danielle Perrin: danielleperrin@gmail.com 

Manisha Fernando: manishafernando@hotmail.com  

Ellen Vernon: ellensalathiel@msn.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   

mailto:mikeboudrie@grangeadvisory.com
mailto:jode101@hotmail.com
mailto:rhea.j.doyle@gmail.com
mailto:janeclindhe@gmail.com
mailto:danielleperrin@gmail.com
mailto:manishafernando@hotmail.com
mailto:ellensalathiel@msn.com


From Erin Brass 

 

 
 

Primary School Mental Health 
Project 

Have your Say 

 

Macedon Shire wants to hear from you. They are seeking input from parents, primary 

school teachers, and interested members of the community to contribute to the 

development of a holistic mental health education program for children in grades five and 

six.  

Building resilience, mental health awareness and a community of support for children during 

these transitional years are key priorities in the program development.  

They are looking for your contribution to create an effective, engaging and results driven 

Primary School Mental Health Program by providing your feedback. They want to find out 

what you want to learn and where you think there are gaps in knowledge so that we can 

create the best model for the community. 

 

You can find access to the survey here:  

https://www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/About-Council/News/Have-Your-Say/Primary-School-Mental-

Health-Project 

 

Happy Birthday 

 

 

15 July Oscar L 

16 July Eden H 

17 July Mollie H 

https://www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/About-Council/News/Have-Your-Say/Primary-School-Mental-Health-Project
https://www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/About-Council/News/Have-Your-Say/Primary-School-Mental-Health-Project


Reflections this week 

         

New crossing was started over the term break!                                         Soft fill, top up! 

New books for the Library in the lead up to CBCA Book Week-Dreaming With Eyes Wide Open. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to start planning your bookweek costumes! 

Sometimes simple is best! 

Book Week Costume Ideas – 

https://www.simplifycreateinspire.com/book-week-costume-ideas/ 

https://www.simplifycreateinspire.com/book-week-costume-ideas/


The inaugural session of the boardgame club 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Swimming Lessons have started with a splash!  Here is 2V ready to board the bus to the Kyneton 

Aquatic Centre. 

 

   

1/2O swimming lessons 

 

BASKETBALL CLINICS IN PE 

Today in middle/senior phys ed sessions, we had a State team coach, Simon Nicholson, take 

some clinics with our students in grade 3 to 6. They learnt some great new skills and 

participated in some fun and active games. This was a free clinic offered by the State 

Government's Positive Play program, encouraging kids to get back to sport after the 

pandemic. We have some great basketball programs in our area at Woodend and through 

Woodend Hawks in the Sunbury competition. It's a great team game if your kids are 

interested after today, see if you can enrol them in a team. 

 



       

       

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



Pupil Free Days for the Remainder of this Year  

 
Thursday 11 & Friday 12 August – Staff Faith Formation 
Monday 31 October – Staff Report Writing Day 
Wednesday 2 November – Staff School Improvement Planning 
 
If you haven’t already done so make a note in your diaries: 
Classes finish at 3.30pm on 13 December. 
Numeracy Testing 14 & 15 December. 

 
We are feeling very positive about all we can achieve this term. It is energising being part of a 
vibrant and passionate learning community. Please remember to make contact with us if you ever 
feel the need.  
 
Warm regards,   
 

 

Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

 

 

 

 

     

  



Classroom Feature: 3-4W Karen White 

Term 3 has begun with a lot happening in Grade 3/4W, including our current integrated topic of ‘Culture’. 

We’ve begun exploring different global cultures and different Religions. Next Tuesday we’ll have the first 

of our Term 3 excursions. We’re off to Bendigo to explore The Great Stupa of Universal Compassion AND 

The Golden Dragon Museum. We’ll be introduced to the beliefs and 

practices of Buddhism and how the Ancient Chinese brought so many 

customs and traditions to Australia during the Gold Rush era, many of 

which are used today. 

 

At the end of last term, we were learning about poetry and created many 

poems of our own, including some whimsical Seuss inspired poems. 

Here are two poems written by Harriet Ferguson and Mia Wilson: 

 

Have you ever had that feeling there's a 

Fibrary in the Library,  

or a Lone behind the sports cone? 

But I’m quite good friends with that Loster 

behind the season poster,  

and I often talk to the nook in my book. 

I’m telling you the truth, sometimes I see a 

chip packet in my sport jacket  

or a Macaw on the school law.  

But I don’t like that loss on Jesus' cross  

or the shoutalator using my calculator. 

But it always makes me laugh when the 

kiepcher is scaring the teacher. 

No one ever likes the fug under the big blue 

rug!  

Some people believe it, some people don’t, 

that's just the school I  go to. 

By Mia! 

There is a ball in the hall 

 And a pool in the school. 

There is a mound on the playground 

And a Loval on the oval. 

There’s a staff room in the bathroom. 

There is a Hardin in the garden. 

A Hoster on the poster. 

A Homter on a thermometer. 

And there’s a Hopulation Hategory 

On the population category. 

But have you ever had the feeling that 

A Horna is sleeping in the corner or? 

  There’s a Hone chatting on the phone! 

But I am really scared of the Lore Room 

In the dark storeroom. 

By Harriet 

In maths, we’ve been working very hard on multiplication and division and used concept circles to show our 

thinking and understanding behind some of these problems: 

 

We’re really excited about Term 3 and will keep you all updated as our learning continues. . .  

  



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Library News. Book Week 2022 

Start planning your costumes and get ready for some wonderful book loving fun! 

 

● CBCA 2022 Book Week Theme is “Dreaming with eyes open…”watch the book week 

theme introduction. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sr_gxGYM6DM  

● Book Week Parade scheduled for 9am. Mon.22nd August. 2022 St. Ambrose Hall. 

● Book Week livestream performance incursion by Perform Education. Tues.23rd August. 

● Each year since 1945 the CBCA has brought children and books together across Australia 

through CBCA Book Week. During this time schools and public libraries spend one 

glorious week celebrating books and Australian children's authors and illustrators. 

● Easy Book Week costume ideas are always a winner. And usually, it is cheaper to make 

something at home than purchase a costume. Here are some ideas. 

● https://www.simplifycreateinspire.com/book-week-costume-ideas/  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sr_gxGYM6DM
https://www.simplifycreateinspire.com/tag/costumes/
https://www.simplifycreateinspire.com/book-week-costume-ideas/


Community News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


