
NEWSLETTER NO.3  WEEK 3  TERM 3  FRIDAY 29TH JULY ,  2022    

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 3 2022 
 

Monday 1 August 2022 Swimming – Prep C 12.30-1.15pm / P/1R 1.15-2pm / 5/6M 2.-2.45pm 

Tuesday 2 August 2022 Swimming – Prep C 12.30-1.15pm / P/1R 1.15-2pm / 5/6M 2.-2.45pm 

Thursday 4 August 2022 Eucharist Preparation Evening with Denise Arnel 7pm 

Monday 8 August 2022 Swimming – 3/4L 12.30-1.15pm / 3/4W 1.15-2pm / 3/4O & 5/6P 2.-2.45pm 

Tuesday 9 August 2022 Swimming – 3/4L 12.30-1.15pm / 3/4W 1.15-2pm / 3/4O & 5/6P 2.-2.45pm 

Wednesday 10 August 2022 Swimming – 3/4L 12.30-1.15pm / 3/4W 1.15-2pm / 3/4O & 5/6P 2.-2.45pm 

Thursday 11 August 2022 Pupil free day – Staff Retreat 

Friday 12 August 2022 Pupil free day – Staff Retreat 

Monday 15 August 2022 Swimming – 3/4L 12.30-1.15pm / 3/4W 1.15-2pm / 3/4O & 5/6P 2.-2.45pm 

Tuesday 16 August 2022 Swimming – 3/4L 12.30-1.15pm / 3/4W 1.15-2pm / 3/4O & 5/6P 2.-2.45pm 

Friday 19 August 2022 Cobaw Athletics (selected Gr 3-6 students) 

Sunday 21 August 2022 Sacrament of Eucharist 11am 

Monday 22 – Friday 26 August 2022 Book Week 

Monday 22 August 2022 Book Week Parade 9am 

Tuesday 23 August 2022 Book Week Live Stream Performance 

Friday 26 August 2022 STAM DAY Years 3-6 

Sunday 28 August 2022 Sacrament of Eucharist 11am 

Monday 29 August 2022 – Friday 2 September 2022 School nurse to visit Prep students 

Friday 2 September 2022 Father’s Day Breakfast 7.30am 

Father’s Day Liturgy 9am 

Tuesday 6 September 2022 Gr 3/4 Melbourne excursion 

Sunday 11 September 2022 Sacrament of Eucharist 11am 

Friday 16 September 2022 End of Term 3 – dismissal 2.30pm 

Saturday 17 September 2022 – Sunday 2 October 2022 Term 3 School Holidays 

 
We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of all the lands. We pay our respect to elders, past, present and future. They hold the 
story, hope and dreaming for all. We affirm the wisdom of this ancient culture. It reminds us that God’s Word is part of the whole of creation. 
This message celebrates reconciliation with God, creation and all people. May we continue to walk the message of love, joy, peace and 
reconciliation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear families, parishioners and friends, 

As I move throughout the classes over the week, I witness the commitment, creativity and 
teamwork of our dedicated staff and amazing children.  Indeed the spirit of St Ambrose permeates 
within the school and is expressed through our relationships and focus on supporting everyone to 
learn and to grow.  

Our prep students were affirmed today on their 100th day of school! We celebrated them being one 
hundred days more confident, smarter, kinder, funnier, friendlier, gentler, more awesome and 
more! 



Several parents have complimented all of our 
children over this past week letting me know 
how grateful they are that our older students 
look out for the younger students and offer 
them a helping hand, a kind word and 
assistance if they see that it is needed.  

We give thanks for all of our students who 
continue to inspire our work and reinforce what 
a privilege it is to work with them 

100 Days in Prep 

Our Prep students celebrated their 
100th day of school today, Friday 29th 
July. This is a special celebration for our 
Preps who have grown so much during 
the year as they have transitioned in to 
school life. On this day, Preps dressed 
up as someone they would like to be 
when they grow up. We celebrated the 
day with all activities where their 
teachers and year one peers entered into the fun by dressing as students! The Prep Team are 
incredibly proud of all the wonderful achievements that our Prep students have made in their 100 
days at school! Congratulations children! 

Building Update 

It is fantastic to see the frame is going up and progress is being made! We look forward to being 
able to utilise these new learning areas next term!  

Naplan 

FYI, students in years 3 and 5 will receive their NAPLAN results at the end of August/early 
September. 



Religious Education 

Using Scripture in a Pedagogy of Encounter 

During Term 2, Students in Grade five and six participated in a series of lessons exploring Scripture using a 

Pedagogy of Encounter.  These lessons were developed with the senior classroom teachers and Eloise 

Meyer from Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS), with the student work being presented by 

the MACS team at the National RE Symposium in Sydney.  Whilst the presentation was only short, it was 

enthusiastically received by teachers, leaders, and clergy from all over Australia, with the St Ambrose 

students’ insightful and heartfelt responses the perfect demonstration of a pedagogy of encounter at work.    

Dialogue is at the heart of learning in Religious Education, so the lessons were designed to enable 

dialogue between the students’ personal perspective, the Catholic tradition, and the world around us.  The 

samples below are only the start of the process, however you can see how through layering experiences, 

encounter and dialogue, the students were able to deepen their understanding of the Scripture.  

Session 1:  
How do I encounter this?  
What questions does this raise for me?  
 
“Students in small groups discussed what the 
scripture meant to them and how it related to their 
chosen photograph.  By tapping into the learner’s 
own and others’ life experiences students developed 
a contemporary understanding of the scripture.” 

 
Session 2:  

How is this encountered in the Catholic Faith? 

What's at the heart of this topic for the Catholic Church?  
What might different Church members bring to this?  
What connects with my experience or thinking? 

What challenges my thinking? 

Students listened to Fr Martin’s homily on the Scripture.  They 

also listened to and discussed Pope Francis’ homily on the same 

piece of Scripture.  

 
Session 3:  
How is this encountered in the Catholic 
Faith?  

What connects with my experience or thinking? 

What challenges my thinking? 

Students responded to the new layers of learning they 

had engage with, using a thinking routine called “I used to 

think, now I think, I still wonder…” Some examples of 

student wonderings>>> 

 

 

Watch the 

video 

here! 
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Uniform  

Just a reminder to families to let staff know if 
your child is out of uniform, please. Staff have 
an ‘out of uniform’ note that may be sent 
home to remind families. We know 
sometimes the washing doesn’t dry as 
quickly at this time of the year, and we thank 
you for making the effort to send your child in 
the correct uniform. It is great to see many of 
our children feeling the benefit of the navy 
coats, which can be purchased from Hip 
Pocket.  Click here for Hip Pocket Catalogue 
and order details. 

 

2023 

We have started planning for next year and knowing who is coming and who is leaving certainly 
helps us with this. If you know you are leaving St Ambrose at the end of 2022, please respond via 
the Operoo “Notice of Intention 2023”. Likewise, if you have siblings to enrol, please contact us 
too! We will explore a range of options for classes and sizes for next year 
as we do every other year and confirm these towards mid-December.  

RAT Tests 

These are available to families on request from the office.  

Student Initiatives 

Millie & Joseph have initiated a reading group to support others to read 
more books for the MS Readathon. Kevin M is currently working on a 
fundraising proposal to purchase security cameras for our garden area. 

SHC Junior Chef  

A number of our year four students are currently preparing their 
submissions to gain one of four places in the SHC junior chef cook off. There are two cook-offs in 
this competition, one making pancakes and the other making homemade pasta.  
 
We have asked the students who are interested to do an application on Seesaw.  
 
Applications must have: 
 
1. 2-3 paragraphs of 4-6 sentences explaining why you would be a good choice to represent St 
Ambrose at the Junior Chef events. 
 
2. A video or a few photos of you cooking and the item you cooked.  
 
The Judges will be Mr. Old, Mrs. White, Mr. Lawlor and Ms. Phillips.   
 
Applications are due by 8pm on Wednesday 3rd August. 
 
 

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/St-Ambrose-Primary-School-Woodend-Uniform-Order-sheet-Hip-Pocket.pdf
https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/St-Ambrose-Primary-School-Woodend-Uniform-Order-sheet-Hip-Pocket.pdf


The events will be held over two days.  
 
Round 1 
 
Wednesday the 10th of August: from 10.15am - 11.45am  
Students will meet Ms Phillips at Sacred Heart where they will work with teachers and students 
from Sacred Heart doing Pancake Creation. 
 
and  
 
Round 2 
 
Tuesday the 23rd of August: from 4.15pm - 6.00pm 
This will be an open event where Primary School Teams, staff, families and friends will be invited 
to watch. Students will be tasked with making Handmade Pasta. 
 
The competition aims to provide a fun, but challenging experience, along with an enjoyable 
introduction to the secondary environment.  
 
We look forward to seeing all of the amazing applications and Good Luck! 

PBL Update 

 

Our PBL coach Roland 

Wans spent time in the 

classrooms and talking with 

some students this week to 

gain feedback from students 

and staff about our progress 

and if it is making a positive 

difference within our school. 

He then worked with us to 

build upon our behaviour 

tracking process, which 

gives us the details we need 

to guide our students who 

may need further support. 



Swimming  

Our students continue to enjoy their swimming lessons and we thank 
Lisa, Marie and the KSAC staff for their great organisation and for their 
patient and supportive approach. Indeed this experience has been a 
positive one.  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

From our SAC Chairperson 

Dear Families,  

The Student Advisory Council met this week and covered a range of items. We ratified the school's new 

ChildSafe Policy and worked through the four year School Improvement Plan. We would like to thank 

Bronwyn, Debbie and the staff for the huge amount of work that has gone into creating these documents, 

and more importantly, ensuring that they are followed and embedded in the school and community culture.  

We also discussed re-establishing a parent’s association (parents and friends) of St Ambrose group to 

organise community events for parents and children. Since the arrival of Covid-19 connecting as a 

community has been understandably difficult. To start this off we are looking at putting on a trivia night then 

similar events during the remainder of this year. If you have any ideas or would like to assist in organising 

an event please contact me at mikeboudrie@grangeadvisory.com 

Thanks  

Mike Boudrie 

School Advisory Council  

Our SAC meeting minutes will be included in next week’s newsletter.  
 
The following SAC members represent the following classes: 
Years Prep – Year 2 (Junior School):   
Mike Boudrie & Jodie Warner 
Years 3-4 (Middle School):  Rhea Doyle & Jane Lindhe 
Years 5-6 (Senior School):  Danielle Perrin, Manisha Fernando & 
Ellen Vernon 
 
Representatives contact details are:  
 
Mike Boudrie: mikeboudrie@grangeadvisory.com  
Jodie Warner: jode101@hotmail.com 
Rhea Doyle: rhea.j.doyle@gmail.com 
Jane Oldland: janeclindhe@gmail.com  
Danielle Perrin: danielleperrin@gmail.com 
Manisha Fernando: manishafernando@hotmail.com  
Ellen Vernon: ellensalathiel@msn.com  

mailto:mikeboudrie@grangeadvisory.com
mailto:mikeboudrie@grangeadvisory.com
mailto:jode101@hotmail.com
mailto:rhea.j.doyle@gmail.com
mailto:janeclindhe@gmail.com
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mailto:manishafernando@hotmail.com
mailto:ellensalathiel@msn.com


STEM Opportunity 

Girls Day Out in STEM (GDOS) has unique online events for girls aged 10-14 to develop 

skills through opportunities in STEM.  

About this event 

A magical science journey through the world of glass  

This year’s National Science Week theme is Glass: more than meets the eye! Join Girls Day Out in 

STEM (GDOS) and go behind the scenes to explore one of the most transformational materials in 

the world - GLASS! Glass is moving from a passive role in a bygone era to a functional role now. 

This is the Age of Glass! 

 

Register now to see, what is behind this everyday mundane material, is rather extraordinary. Glass’ 

transformational properties can actually help humankind solve some of the world’s biggest issues. 

Can you believe it? Glass might be this century’s answer to achieving the UN Sustainability Goals 

and even be a hero in leveling inequality, poverty, and justice. That’s a tall order…can glass really 

deliver on this? Come with us on this path of discovery and decide for yourself if the glass is al l 

that!!! 

Any girl can join in the fun. You just need your parent’s permission to register    

Link to register - https://www.gdostem.com.au/ 

 

 

Happy Birthday 

 

 

 

30 July Ryder C 

2 August Elijah E 

Gwen G 

Millie S 

Noan S 

A.J. S 

4 August Jack B 

 

https://www.gdostem.com.au/


From Erin Brass 
 

 

Taking a moment to offload, let go and be heard    
 

I was reminded recently by one of the incredible members of our St Ambrose community of the 
power in taking a moment to ask for support. Often, we can forget or not even know that there is 
support available to us in even the toughest of moments.  
 
Time and time again, I have witnessed and personally 
experienced the relief and clarity that occurs when we 
take a moment to share and be heard by another 
person. Just having a chance to offload and let go of 
what is currently overwhelming us. 
 
Parentline is one of those supports. Connecting you with 
trained counsellors for a completely confidential 
conversation. Available 8am-Midnight 7 days a week.  
 

Definitely a number worth keeping on the fridge. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reflections this week 
 

          
 

3/4L processing a Chinese Dragon through the school 

 
5/6P students learning about Mapping and Location by playing Battleships and creating a Pirate’s Treasure Map from 

limited clues and information. 

 

                          
 

                         



 

          

 
Prep C ready to go to swimming lessons at Kyneton pool. Miss Brass took this time to quiz them on pool safety and 

they nailed it! 
 
 

We are very proud of the independence the preps have shown this week. 

 

            



100 days of School – Prep C & P/1R 

 

     
 
 
Pupil Free Days for the Remainder of this Year  

 
Thursday 11 & Friday 12 August –  
Staff Faith Formation 
 
Monday 31 October – Staff Report Writing Day 
 
Wednesday 2 November – Staff School Improvement Planning 
 
If you haven’t already done so make a note in your diaries: 
 
Classes finish at 3.30pm on 13 December. 
Numeracy Testing 14 & 15 December. 

 
 
Enjoy the weekend everyone. 
 
Warm regards,   
 

 

Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

 

 

  



Classroom Feature: 5/6M Classroom News 

Talk about starting the term off with a Bang! Third week in and 3 classes have already finished 
their intensive 5 day swim program at the Kyneton Aquatic Centre. Grade 3/4s have been on an 
excursion to Bendigo, we have provided Sacred Heart Year 12 students with our wishlist for a new 
cubby house, athletic running trials have been completed and the list just keeps on going………. 
 

Swimming Lessons 
 

This week 5/6M commenced swimming lessons. Laps, laps, and more laps; the kids have been 
churning up the pool, learning about water safety in and around the water as well as furthering 
their skills and stroke development. 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our School Garden Village 
 

Shhhh it’s a secret! The Seniors have a secret surprise for the rest of the school……..  
Last Friday, a group of Year 12 students together with their teachers visited our school to measure 
the site where our second cubby house will be placed. Upon discussions with senior students, it 
was decided that the next cubby house will have a totally different look to our existing one, which 
is currently being used as a shop. It will have a classroom feel…. A flat roof, blackboard, lots of 
seating, and a wall full of shapes. 
 

What’s Happening in the Classroom? 
 

Our inquiry unit this term is, ‘Migration to Australia’. We are learning about the causes and the 
reasons why people migrated to Australia from Europe and Asia. Students will also learn about the 
events and pioneers that have shaped our country. In particular, early settlement, gold rush, Post 
WWII, and Vietnamese Refugees.  
 

Lots of learning has already been happening during maths. Our major focus so far this term has 
been symmetry, transformations, tessellations, enlargements and locations. We have also working 
on open ended problem solving activities. My mathematicians have certainly shown excellent 
progress and are ready to tackle multiplication and division! Stay tuned 5/6M parents, your 
children will be bringing home some problems for families to solve together! 



 

We are currently writing Informative Texts about ‘What was life like during the Australian Gold 
Rush?’ Students have spent time researching and now are deconstructing the structure of a 
report. They have written their introductions and know preparing to select subtopics and write 
descriptive paragraphs. 
 

Care to read some examples of introductions? 
 

By December 1852, there were around 12,000 children on the Victorian Diggings. Lots of people 
know what the Gold Rush is. But what do you really know about the daily life of the children on 
the goldfields? Most people probably know that the conditions on the fields were harsh for the 
children. It’s definitely worth learning more about this famous Australian era. Children on the 
goldfields of Bathurst had responsibilities, lived in tents and mostly ate simple foods. 
By Tilly 
 

During the Australian Gold Rush, 50,000 Chinese migrants came to Victoria to look for gold. But 
what do you really know about life on the goldfields? Most people probably know that the 
Chinese brought with them their culture and traditions. It is worth learning more about Chinese 
migrants, their roles and responsibilities, the tools they used and why gold was so important. 
By Hamish 
 

During the Gold Rush, 1851-1906 many women travelled to the goldfields with their families, but 
there is evidence that some came to the goldfields to mine independently and try to strike it rich! 
But what do people really know about the daily life of an independent woman, wife or mother on 
the gold fields? Most people probably already know that a mother’s job was to look after their 
children. It is worth learning more about this famous timeline of Australian history of female 
migrants. Women in the gold fields had roles and responsibilities, they used resources and tools, 
and gold was very important to them. 
By Alexandra 

 

Take care and stay safe, 
 

Brenda McDonald     
 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 



Celebrating the Word of God 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of Luke (11:1-13) 

Once Jesus was in a certain place praying, and when he had finished one of his disciples said, 
‘Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.’ 

  He said to them, ‘Say this when you pray: 

‘“Father, may your name be held holy, 

your kingdom come;                                                                                                       

give us each day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our sins, 

for we ourselves forgive each one who is in debt to us. 

And do not put us to the test.”’ 

He also said to them: 

  ‘Suppose one of you has a friend and goes to him in the middle of the night to say, “My 
friend, lend me three loaves, because a friend of mine on his travels has just arrived at my 
house and I have nothing to offer him”; and the man answers from inside the house, “Do not 
bother me. The door is bolted now, and my children and I are in bed; I cannot get up to give 
it you.” I tell you, if the man does not get up and give it him for friendship’s sake, persistence 
will be enough to make him get up and give his friend all he wants. 

‘So, I say to you: Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door 
will be opened to you. For the one who asks always receives; the one who searches always 
finds; the one who knocks will always have the door opened to him. What father among you 
would hand his son a stone when he asked for bread? Or hand him a snake instead of a fish? 
Or hand him a scorpion if he asked for an egg? If you then, who are evil, know how to give 
your children what is good, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him!’ 

 

Spiritual Reflection 
As I ponder this beautiful reading, I imagine Jesus deep in silent prayer with his father as his 
disciples observe and yearn for the same connection with God. To satisfy their need for a 
‘formal’ prayer Jesus invites them to pray ‘the Our Father’, asking that their daily needs be 
met, their sins be forgiven and that they remain focused upon the Kingdom.  

Two thousand years later we continue to recite the same words of Jesus: the ‘Our Father.’ 
May we remember that God is so intimately connected to us as a loving father, abba, 
daddy. We are reminded that the ‘Our Father prayer’ speaks to us in the present moment, 
the very place where God touches our lives and attends to our daily needs. May we 
welcome Abba today with the loving heart of a child.  

 



From the Library 

 

https://www.msreadathon.org.au/homepage  

 

Throughout August we’re going on a magical quest filled with adventure and 

mystery…and it’s all for one incredible cause. We’re reading as many books as we 

can in August to raise funds for kids who have a parent living with multiple sclerosis. 

Money raised through the MS Readathon will help fund vital support services, like 

special Family Camps. These camps provide an opportunity for kids who have a 

parent affected by MS to learn more about MS, bond with other kids and have fun 

with their family. Thank you for supporting our MS Readathon adventure! 

 

Hello everyone! In the lead up to Book Week, St. Ambrose has registered as a 

school and is participating in the MS Readathon. Anything that gets our kids reading 

more books is a good thing! We are opening the library at lunchtimes on a Monday 

for quiet reading time, so that kids can add to their reading tally. AND we can help to 

raise funds for a great cause, Multiple Sclerosis. Click on the links below to find out 

more about the MS Readathon and how to donate through the school link. 

 

https://www.msreadathon.org.au/homepage  

https://www.msreadathon.org.au/fundraisers/stambrosecatholicprimaryschool  

 

 

https://www.msreadathon.org.au/homepage
https://www.msreadathon.org.au/homepage
https://www.msreadathon.org.au/fundraisers/stambrosecatholicprimaryschool

