
NEWSLETTER NO.4  WEEK 4  TERM 3  FRIDAY 5 T H  AUGUST ,  2022    

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 3 2022 
 

Monday 8 August 2022 Swimming – 3/4L 12.30-1.15pm / 3/4W 1.15-2pm / 3/4O & 5/6P 2.-2.45pm 

Tuesday 9 August 2022 Swimming – 3/4L 12.30-1.15pm / 3/4W 1.15-2pm / 3/4O & 5/6P 2.-2.45pm 

Wednesday 10 August 2022 Swimming – 3/4L 12.30-1.15pm / 3/4W 1.15-2pm / 3/4O & 5/6P 2.-2.45pm 

Thursday 11 August 2022 Pupil free day – Staff Retreat 

Friday 12 August 2022 Pupil free day – Staff Retreat 

Monday 15 August 2022 Swimming – 3/4L 12.30-1.15pm / 3/4W 1.15-2pm / 3/4O & 5/6P 2.-2.45pm 

Tuesday 16 August 2022 Swimming – 3/4L 12.30-1.15pm / 3/4W 1.15-2pm / 3/4O & 5/6P 2.-2.45pm 

Friday 19 August 2022 Cobaw Athletics (selected Gr 3-6 students) 

Sunday 21 August 2022 Sacrament of Eucharist 11am 

Monday 22 – Friday 26 August 2022 Book Week 

Monday 22 August 2022 Book Week Parade 9am 

Tuesday 23 August 2022 Book Week Live Stream Performance 

Friday 26 August 2022 STAM DAY Years 3-6 

Sunday 28 August 2022 Sacrament of Eucharist 11am 

Monday 29 August 2022 – Friday 2 September 2022 School nurse to visit Prep students 

Friday 2 September 2022 Father’s Day Breakfast 7.30am 

Father’s Day Liturgy 9am 

Tuesday 6 September 2022 Gr 3/4 Melbourne excursion 

Sunday 11 September 2022 Sacrament of Eucharist 11am 

Friday 16 September 2022 End of Term 3 – dismissal 2.30pm 

Saturday 17 September 2022 – Sunday 2 October 2022 Term 3 School Holidays 

 
We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of all the lands. We pay our 
respect to elders, past, present and future. They hold the story, hope and dreaming 
for all. We affirm the wisdom of this ancient culture. It reminds us that God’s Word 
is part of the whole of creation. This message celebrates reconciliation with God, 
creation and all people. May we continue to walk the message of love, joy, peace 
and reconciliation. 

 

Loving God, Give us the courage to know when 

enough is enough.  

Loving God, Give us the spiritual insight to choose 

human dignity of all over personal, material gain. 

Loving God, Fill our hearts with an abundance of 

love and hospitality for all. 

Loving God, Open our eyes to your abundance 

throughout all of creation. 

St Ambrose, pray for us. 

Dear families, parishioners and friends, 

This Monday is the feast day of Australia’s first canonised 
Saint, Mary MacKillop. St. Mary MacKillop dedicated her life to 
the promotion of education, especially in small towns that might not 
otherwise have had a school. She set up Catholic schools for poor 
children across the country. Her legacy lives on in Penola, where she 
established her first school in 1866. She is known in the Catholic Church 
as St Mary of the Cross. Her vision was for her schools to be strong and 



connected communities where every student is enlivened by Christ to reach their personal best & 
live in truth, love and dignity.  

St Mary McKillop led an inspirational life and we draw on her fortitude and example as we strive to 

uphold our vision and mission.  

We have had some staff members unwell over 

the past few weeks and thank you and your 

children for your flexibility and patience. We are 

most fortunate to have very capable CRT staff 

who we have called on to fill in when needed. 

They continue with the classrooms programs as 

planned by the classroom teachers. The latest 

Covid 19 updates are detailed later in this 

newsletter. 

Building Update 

Next week we will have a team of carpenters here putting up the frame while the plumbers 
continue with their work. It is great to see the rooms taking shape. Below is the plan for the library 
area. It will be opened up to allow space for 
assemblies and team teaching as well as 
remaining as a beautiful library area. 

We will also have glass doors added to open 
out onto the back deck. The performing arts 
room will have glass doors put in to allow 
access to what could become an outdoor 
classroom area outside the old canteen. We 
look forward to the flexibility our new and 
upgraded spaces will allow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Student Led Assembly 

Our Year six leaders are doing an excellent job 
leading our assemblies, which are presented 
online at the moment. 

They have learned to adapt and draw on 
different skills as well as be flexible each week. 
These meetings are a heart-warming 
celebration of our students many achievements.  

Eucharist Preparation Evening Denise 
Arnel 

  

Denise Arnel provoked deep thought and contemplation throughout our Eucharist preparation evening 
where she engaged our Year four students to understand more about what this sacrament means and how 
it can enrich their lives. ‘The children were so attentive and engaged and Denise was so well spoken and 
interesting.’ was a comment made by one of our parents which was echoed by others. Indeed our children 
demonstrated their commitment to knowing more about how they could connect the sacrament of first 
communion to their lives guiding them to make a positive difference in the world. 

Student Initiatives 

Hello Parents and Students, 
 
On the 16th of September (the last day of Term 3), from 2:00pm -
2:45pm, Tilly and Mason from 5/6M and Kevin from 5/6S will be 
holding a Food Fundraiser for our new chickens to make their 
coop extra secure. We are also fundraising to make our fish tank 
a happier place for our fish to live.  
We’re asking our parents and students to help us make delicious 
treats to sell. If you are able to support us, it is most important to 
list the ingredients in the food.  
If you grow any fruits and vegetables at home, it would be great if 
you could bring them in too! 
Donations will need to be brought into school the morning of 
the16th September, please bring in your treats.  
Thank you in advance for your donations!  
 
Kind regards, 
 

Mason, Tilly and Kevin!  



Riley is planning coding and scratch club activities. He will give 
you more details in next week’s newsletter.  
 

SHC Junior Chef  

Our students are very lucky 
to once again be able to 
participate in the Sacred 
Heart College Kyneton Junior 
Chef competition for 2022. 
This popular event has been 
on hold for a couple of years, 
but thankfully this year’s Year 
4’s have the opportunity to 
compete. The students were 
given the opportunity to apply 
for a position on the four 
person team.  After much 
deliberation (as all the applications were once again of a very high 
standard) our teachers chose the following 
students to be part of the St Ambrose team: Mauve D, Joseph M, 
Kitty R (absent today) and Mary G. We offer them our 

congratulations and commend all of the students who applied. 
 
The first cook off at SHC begins on Wednesday 10th August, where the students will compete 
against other primary schools to make pancakes. We look forward to sharing this cooking journey 
with you and wish our team the very best of luck. 
 
Round 1 
 
Wednesday the 10th of August: from 
10.15am - 11.45am  
Students will meet Ms Phillips at 
Sacred Heart where they will work 
with teachers and students from 
Sacred Heart doing Pancake 
Creation. 
 
Round 2 
 
Tuesday the 23rd of August: from 
4.15pm - 6.00pm 
This will be an open event where 
Primary School Teams, staff, 
families and friends will be invited to 
watch. Students will be tasked with 
making Handmade Pasta. 
 
The competition aims to provide a 
fun, but challenging experience, 
along with an enjoyable introduction 
to the secondary environment.  
 

 



School Advisory Council  

Our SAC meeting minutes will be included in next week’s newsletter. Members are organising a trivia night 
which should be lots of fun! Stay posted for further updates! 
 
The following SAC members represent the following classes: 
 
Years Prep – Year 2 (Junior School):   
Mike Boudrie & Jodie Warner 
 
Years 3-4 (Middle School):  Rhea Doyle & Jane Oldland 
 
Years 5-6 (Senior School):  Danielle Perrin, Manisha Fernando & Ellen Vernon 
 
Representatives contact details are:  
 
Mike Boudrie: mikeboudrie@grangeadvisory.com  

Rhea Doyle: rhea.j.doyle@gmail.com 
Jane Oldland: janeclindhe@gmail.com  

  
 
Ellen Vernon: ellensalathiel@msn.com  

Jodie Warner: 
jode101@hotmail.com 

 

 

Manisha 

Fernando: 

manishafernando@hotmail.com 

Danielle Perrin: 

danielleperrin@gmail.com 
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From Erin Brass 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In conjunction with the newsletter entry two weeks ago, about building communication over the dinner table 

and having opportunities to share, here is a free downloadable game for all the family to enjoy.  

 

In 2020, I was living with a very good friend 

and her 4.5 year old. Given the events of that 

year, we spent a lot more time together than 

we imagined. Conversations became a big part 

of our days however they weren’t always fun 

and engaging.  I wondered a lot about how 

other households were navigating the 

extended time together and whether, like us, 

they were looking for ways to spark new and 

creative conversation. From this desire I’m all 

Ears was born.  

 

I’m all Ears is a game designed to make 

communication and sharing easy, fun and 

perhaps insightful. Inspiring children to think 

and share about what is important to them.  

 

Please click on the link below to access the 

printable version. 

I'm All Ears 

Game.   

 
 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktYLdOGRvh2KO0SwwDCo1B7mEiQmrIJ0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktYLdOGRvh2KO0SwwDCo1B7mEiQmrIJ0/view?usp=sharing


Footy Finals Fever Pie Drive  

 
Anita La Forgia has kindly organised a pie drive, which coincides with the 
football finals and Father’s Day weekend. Money raised will go towards 
funding security cameras in the garden area. Further details can be found 
later in this newsletter. 
 
Student Awards 
 

Congratulations to the following students – 

Prep C Jack B for being respectful & putting effort into tasks 

Prep C Margot G being kind and helping others 

P/1R  Grace H for working hard to write alliterations.  

P/1R  Darcy S for being a kind and caring class member. 

1/2K  Annie D for always being kind and respectful when talking to others. 

1/2K  Rose B for always contributing her wonderful thinking and ideas with the class. 

2V  Oli J for always giving his work a 110% effort! 

2V  Albert H for showing kindness and always thinking of others 

3/4L  Charlotte N for showing kindness to everyone every single day. 

3/4L  Asher J for being a great leader in our group work. 

3/4O  Paddy L for always being responsible and resilient in his learning. 

3/4O  Amity C for showing great kindness to others, always! 

3/4W  Angus H for showing great improvement with his writing and respect towards others. 

3/4W  Hugh F for always showing respect towards others, especially in group work. 

5/6M Miranda B for never giving up and trying hard to improve her understanding of math 
concepts. 

5/6M  Caellan B for working hard to complete all set tasks. 

5/6M Mason H for his understanding and hard work to improve all areas of maths. Super 
star! 

5/6S  Kai Z for bee-ing resilient and always staying positive. Well done! 

5/6S  Ayden H for bee-ing respectful following teacher instructions. 
 

Happy Birthday!  

 
 
 
 

3 August Jack B 

7 August Amelia S 

8 August Indie R-H 

9 August Mila H 



        Reflections this week 

Can you spot Jacob, our music teacher, on stage at the Blacken Open Air 

Festival in Central Australia? 

 

 
Timeline 3/4O 

 

                                 Park trip 3/4s 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
                               The gold rush 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                 Vietnamese refugee design for diorama  

5/6S working on PowerPoints for inquiry Australia’s 

multicultural society and the people who have 

shaped this. 



 
 
eLearning - Grade 5/6 

 
We are learning to use the basic functions of our Sphero to enable it to drive, change colour and direction using the 
Draw Canvas. 
 

True or False: "Faster is better?"  In this lesson, we explored the statement Faster is Better. We tested this theory by 
driving a Sphero robot around a race track to explore the Draw Canvas and maintain control over our racers.  

 
Grade Prep/One  
 
We are learning about algorithms and the importance of sequence using the story  ‘Ruby’s Adventures.’ In this 
session, we used direction symbols to to write an algorithm to help Ruby visit her friends using a digital map. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Visual Arts 
In art this week the whole school experienced clay making. Students used their Picasso knowledge to create birds and 
animals using shapes and texture from clay. Students formed clay into a ball, then pounded it onto doilies or hessian 
to create patterns and texture, then they cut and manipulated the clay into shapes that resembled a bird, fish or 
animal. Everyone improved  their joining skills by using the ‘scratch to attach’ technique. (cross hatching with clay 
slip). And all agreed that it was great fun and very achievable. We can’t wait to see them come through the kiln when 
they finally dry! 
 
 

                                                                                             

  

  

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Swimming Lessons - For some of our Preps it was their first time travelling on a big bus! 
Noodles of fun in the pool! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



3/4L Images from nature. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Archie building his image using a variety of mediums including natural materials gathered from the school grounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
             Archie’s special place ‘Cow Bay’ in northern Queensland!  

 

 
Dash B  
 

 



100 Days of Prep 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         The frame is beginning to take shape. 

Mr V’s dog having a great time listening to students read 

 
! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3/4W meditation 

 

 
 



Grade 3/4W - Timelines in maths that show just how old the Indigenous culture is compared to other significant 
moments in time (eg:pyramids being built). 

 

     
 
  “My Sacred Space” collages 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Covid -19 Update 
 
Cases of COVID-19, flu and other winter illnesses continue to rise across Victoria, which is causing 

disruption for staff and students. We have implemented several COVID Safe measures, such as air 

purifiers, improved ventilation and mask wearing, based on advice from the Victorian Government that they 

will reduce the transmission of COVID-19, and help keep staff and students safe. 

These measures will remain in place for the rest of winter to ensure that St Ambrose Parish School can 

remain as safe and open as possible. We have also deployed other measures, such as engaging casual 

relieving teachers, to minimise the disruption of staff absences. 

Face Masks 

I thank you and your child for your support, and patience, as together we work through this period. 

Keeping our staff and students safe has been our first priority throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. 

St Ambrose Parish School is continuing our existing COVID Safe measures to help limit the spread of the 

virus, including air purifiers, improved ventilation and hand hygiene. 

This has also included the wearing of face masks, which has been recommended by the Department of 

Health for indoor settings in schools since 26 April 2022. 

As schools across Victoria face a high number of COVID-19 and flu cases this winter, and in view of the 

above advice, our governing authority Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) has asked that all 

students aged eight and over and all staff wear masks when in class from now until the end of winter. 

This is a request of parents, carers and students, and is not a mandate. No Catholic school in Victoria is 

mandating the wearing of face masks. 

Ultimately, parents, carers and students retain their right to choose whether to wear a face mask, and that 

choice will be respected.  

We will encourage mask wearing, and continue to educate parents, carers and students on the benefits of 

wearing a mask, where that is appropriate. 

We are asking all students aged eight and over and all staff in all schools across Victoria to wear masks 
when in class from now until the end of winter, except where removing a mask is necessary for clear 
communication. 

 
The advice we have received is that, along with our other COVID Safe measures, wearing masks will 
protect students and staff against the transmission of COVID-19 and other winter illnesses. 

 
I understand that you have concerns and I want to reassure you that this is a recommendation, not a 
mandate. 
 
The choice of whether your child wears a mask is yours and we will respect your wishes on this matter. 

 
First and foremost, our goal is to ensure that St Ambrose Parish School is safe and can remain open, as 
we believe this is in the best interests of all of our students. 

 
We have strong evidence that mask wearing works – as COVID-19 cases increased dramatically in 

Victorian Catholic schools in the weeks following the removal of mask 

I also encourage you to consider the information on the Coronavirus Victoria website regarding masks: 
www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/face-masks. 
 

RAT Tests 
 
If you require further tests you can collect them from the office. 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/face-masks


Pupil Free Days for the Remainder of this Year  
 
Thursday 11 & Friday 12 August –  
Staff Faith Formation 
 
Monday 31 October – Staff Report Writing Day 
 
Wednesday 2 November – Staff School Improvement Planning 
 
If you haven’t already done so make a note in your diaries: 
 
Classes finish at 3.30pm on 13 December. 
Numeracy Testing 14 & 15 December. 

 
Please note that next Thursday and Friday are pupil free days. Our next newsletter will 
therefore go out on Friday August 19th. Enjoy the weekend everyone.  
 

“The purpose of life is a life of purpose.” 

 
Warm regards,   
 

 

Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

 

 

 

 

  



Classroom Feature: Classroom News 3-4 O 

THE   KNOW 
A Cultural Experience 

 

The Great Stupa of Universal Compassion 

We first had to be at school normal time and get on the bus and 

drive to the Great Stupa of Universal Compassion in Bendigo 

and as we got there we went to the tables and ate our recess. 

Then we met one of our guides and she took us all around the 

Peace Garden. First we saw a statue of Buddha that was holding 

a cup, then we saw a statue of an elephant a monkey, a 

flightless bird and a rabbit and they were all trying to help the 

bird pick the fruit. It was representing a story about working 

together. We saw some prayer wheels, Buddhists believe that 

every time you spin them, a prayer is sent off into the universe. 

There was a wombat  

statue and a Chinese dragon that breaths fire. Next we went 

towards the Stupa and we saw two snow lions out the front. The 

male holds an orb and the female holds a cub. Once inside we 

swapped guides. We sat down and did a prayer and then we 

asked some questions about the statues in there. There was a 

jade Buddha that weighed 4 tonnes, a 1000 armed man 

representing compassion and another statue of someone holding 

a cup. We then asked some questions and did a meditation. 

After this we went back on the bus. We had lunch in the park 

that was close to the Chinese temple. In the temple we saw 

more snow lions. They are the protectors of the temple. In th 

museum and we saw a lot of wax figures and Chinese dragons 

One of them, Loong, meaning dragon, was made in 1901 and is 

still in the museum. Dai Gum Loong is the current dragon that 

gets used in the festival at Bendigo. He is 125m long and take 

65 people to carry. Finally we went to the garden and fed fish 

and then we went back on the bus. It was a great experience! – 

By Ellie Bartram 

3/4s visit the Woodend 

Children’s Park 

We been going to the park this term because of the 

construction happening. We also go there to practise our 

positive behaviour for learning in the community. It has 

been great to play and chat with others in the other 3/4 

classes! The grass down there is really wet because of the 

downpours we have. We have to stay on the paths so we 

don’t bring it into the school. 

OUR PBL  

Bee responsible 

Bee respectful 

Bee resilient 

Bee kind  

 

By Zach Hoskins 
 

 

 

 

 

Brand New Library Club 

I started the Library club because I thought that it would be a 

good idea for people to have the option to go into the Library 

and read a book, draw or colour, or play a game provided by 

my teacher Mr.Old. During Winter it can get cold in Woodend 

so curling up with a good book at lunch is sometimes the best 

way to spend it. 

 
                Times 

 

Wednesday at Lunchtime: 

Prep - Grade 2 can go into the 

library. 

Thursday at Lunchtime: Grade 

3 - Grade 4 may go into the 

library. 

 

Bonus for grade prep to grade 

2 

On Wednesdays, me and my 

friends will be reading to you! If 

you are here early enough we 

will even let you choose a book 

for us to read to you. 

 – By Violet Donnelly  

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



From the Library 

 

https://www.msreadathon.org.au/homepage  

 

Throughout August we’re going on a magical quest filled with adventure and 

mystery…and it’s all for one incredible cause. We’re reading as many books as we 

can in August to raise funds for kids who have a parent living with multiple sclerosis. 

Money raised through the MS Readathon will help fund vital support services, like 

special Family Camps. These camps provide an opportunity for kids who have a 

parent affected by MS to learn more about MS, bond with other kids and have fun 

with their family. Thank you for supporting our MS Readathon adventure! 

 

Hello everyone! In the lead up to Book Week, St. Ambrose has registered as a 

school and is participating in the MS Readathon. Anything that gets our kids reading 

more books is a good thing! We are opening the library at lunchtimes on a Monday 

for quiet reading time, so that kids can add to their reading tally. AND we can help to 

raise funds for a great cause, Multiple Sclerosis. Click on the links below to find out 

more about the MS Readathon and how to donate through the school link. 

 

https://www.msreadathon.org.au/homepage  

https://www.msreadathon.org.au/fundraisers/stambrosecatholicprimaryschool  

 

https://www.msreadathon.org.au/homepage
https://www.msreadathon.org.au/homepage
https://www.msreadathon.org.au/fundraisers/stambrosecatholicprimaryschool


 

Sausage Rolls (4 pack) $16.50 
 

Family Steak Pie  $13.20 

Vegie Pasties (4 pack) $16.50 
 

Family Steak, Cheese and Bacon $15.40 

Meat and Veg Pasties (4 pack) $16.50 
 

Family Steak and Mushroom $14.30 

Party Pack (6 Party Pies and 6 party 
Sausage Rolls) 

$17.60 
 

  

  
 

  

Large Apple Pie $10.00 
 FAMILY SPECIAL - A 

(1 Family Steak Pie and  
1 Large Apple Pie) 

$18.70 

Large Blueberry Pie $10.00 
 

  

  
 FAMILY SPECIAL – B 

(1 Family Steak Pie and  
1 Large Blueberry Pie) 

$18.70 

Vanilla Slices (4 pack) $22.00 
 

  

Lamingtons (4 pack) $13.20 
 

  

 
To place an order simply click on the link below  

 

https://myschoolconnect.com.au/safundraiser 
 
 

This link can be shared with your family and friends 
too! 

 
Orders close Wednesday 31 August 2022. 

 
Delivery Friday 9 September 2022. 

 

   

  

https://myschoolconnect.com.au/safundraiser
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