
NEWSLETTER NO.5  WEEK 6  TERM 3  FRIDAY 19 T H  AUGUST ,  2022    

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 3 2022 
 

Sunday 21 August 2022 Sacrament of Eucharist 11am 

Monday 22 – Friday 26 August 2022 Book Week 

Monday 22 August 2022 Book Week Parade 9am 

Tuesday 23 August 2022 Book Week Live Stream Performance 

Friday 26 August 2022 STAM DAY Years 3-6 

Sunday 28 August 2022 Sacrament of Eucharist 11am 

Monday 29 August 2022 – Friday 2 September 2022 School nurse to visit Prep students 

Friday 2 September 2022 Father’s Day Breakfast 7.30am 

Father’s Day Liturgy 9am 

Tuesday 6 September 2022 Gr 3/4 Melbourne excursion 

Sunday 11 September 2022 Sacrament of Eucharist 11am 

Friday 16 September 2022 End of Term 3 – dismissal 2.30pm 

Saturday 17 September 2022 – Sunday 2 October 2022 Term 3 School Holidays 

 
We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of 
all the lands. We pay our respect to elders, past, present and 
future. They hold the story, hope and dreaming for all. We 
affirm the wisdom of this ancient culture. It reminds us that 
God’s Word is part of the whole of creation. This message 
celebrates reconciliation with God, creation and all people. 
May we continue to walk the message of love, joy, peace 
and reconciliation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
God of light, St Ignatius invites us to ‘Go forth and set the world on 
fire.” Give us hearts ignited with  
Your love and passion as we bring Christ to our 
world today. Amen. 
 

We pray for all of our young people making their First Eucharist on 

Sunday – Lewis L, Violet D, Paddy L, Jonah H, Ava R, Harry M, 

Charlotte N, Alani F, Spencer R, Maeve D and Seth X. 

You are all welcome to join us at 11.00 am Mass this weekend.  

Dear families, parishioners and friends, 

Our recent staff retreat, “Learning from the winter, the gift of going within”, enabled a welcomed 

space for us to rekindle what inspired us to be educators and make a positive difference in the 

lives of those we are priviledged to work with. The following quote by Parker J. Palmer, an 

American author, educator, and activist who focuses on issues in education, community, 

leadership, spirituality and social change encapsulates why we as a staff spent two days together 

last week.  



“The more passionate we are about our work, the more vital it is that we take time to renew our 
own heart and mind — to reflect on the wellsprings of our service to others — to reconnect who 
we are with what we do”. ~ Parker J Palmer 

We all gained from the wisdom of Courage & Renewal facilitator Louise Mitchell’s professional and 
insightful guidance. Louise began her work in schools and holds a deep love for those who daily 
foster and grow our children and grow themselves through this co- creation. “It requires 
faithfulness to the roots of why you are there. In all the difficulties we face, I believe in a 
philosophy of abundance, possibility and creativity to deal with the complex interwoven systems in 
the world and in empowering people in their organisation. I design and facilitate for organisations 
seeking to reclaim the human at work and ground their intention in reconnecting with themselves 
and working by collaborating. Wellbeing and connection are interwoven and emerge from these 
programs.” (Louise Mitchell) 

The time allowed us: 

• an opportunity for self-reflection. 
• team building and connection. 
• nurturing and a sense of renewal – to connect with soul, relax, be and rejuvenate. 
• a growth/learning mindset approach, welcoming transformation. 
• an opportunity for prayer and meditation. 
• a safe and supportive environment for open and honest dialogue. 
 
Program content was informed by Palmer’s book, “The Courage to Teach” which helps teachers: 
 
• renew heart, mind, and spirit through the exploration of the inner landscape 

of a teacher’s life. “We teach who we are”. 
• reconnect to one’s identity and integrity—identifying and honouring gifts and 

strengths, and acknowledging limits. 
• create a context for careful listening and deep connection that also honours 

diversity in person and profession. 
• create safe spaces and trusting relationships in their schools, with their 

students and colleagues, and within their communities. 
• explore the connection between attending to the inner life of educators and 

the renewal of school education. 
 
I thank our dedicated staff for being willing to put this time into their self-development. 
 
“Vocation is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet” Frederick 
Buchner. I witness our staff commitment to their vocation on a daily basis and look forward to 
continuing to manifest our vision together. 
 
I have missed seeing you at school this week. I have finally 
succumbed to Covid-19 and have been isolating. This means that 
unfortunately I won’t be able to attend the first communion on Sunday 
however I will be able to come back on Monday and look forward to 
seeing you then. 

 
 

The gate entrance at the back of the hall in 
Anslow Street will be temporarily closed from 
Monday to Wednesday next week whilst 
construction works take place.  Families who 
use this access point to the school for drop off 
and pick up will need to use Templeton and 
Urquart Streets. 



Please keep in your prayers Karen Basa, Telia 
Johnson and their families as they mourn the 
loss of their dear father Ivor Johnson. The 
funeral service will be held on Saturday 27th 
August at 11.00 am at St Ambrose Church 
(with the overflow into St Ambrose Hall). 

There will also be a livestream which can be accessed on Ivor’s 
eTribute at https://www.tjscottandson.com.au 

 

Book Week Parade on Monday!  

Remember that our Book Parade will be held this Monday 22 
August 2022 at 9.30am.  Students are welcome to come 
dressed as their favourite book character!  
  
The morning will begin with members of our FOSAL (Friends of 
St Ambrose Library) team moving from room to room to 
interview students and lead a mini parade in the classrooms. 
This will be followed by a whole school online meet. 
  
We hope your children have been able to recycle and reuse 
when creating their costumes.  If your child chooses not to 
dress up, they may wear casual clothes.  

  
We will feature lots of photos of costumes and characters in Friday’s newsletter for parents to 
enjoy! 
  
On Tuesday the whole school will be entertained with a Livestream Performance by STORY 
QUEST with a story about Marley and her dreams. 
  
“Marley wakes up full of excitement and expectation. She’s been dreaming that she has written the 
most marvelous story and now she’s awake it’s time to set about making it happen.” 
  
STORY QUEST explores the CBCA Book Week 2022 theme "Dreaming With Eyes Open...", in an 
interactive and educational musical adventure! 
  
We hope that your children are excited to share their favourite book 
character and enjoy the Book Week activities. 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.tjscottandson.com.au/


   

Junior School Library Excursion   

The Woodend Library kindly invited the Junior area to a live performance showcasing the 2022 
short-listed and notable book week books.  
 
On Tuesday August 16 at 2:00pm year prep-two attended a performance in the hall at the 
Woodend Library. 
 
Together the Junior area walked to and from the library to attend this show. It was a wonderful 
lead into the special week that book week always delivers.  
 

Building Update 

New pipes are being laid for new power cords and boards to be installed to cater to the new 
buildings.  Please be careful of the soft ground at the front of the school. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Staff Annual Review Meetings 

As part of the annual review process teachers 
reflect on their practice against the AITSL 
professional standards. Each year I meet with 
each staff member to hear about their year, their 
professional goals and aspirations and discuss 
their progress with their previous year’s goals. I 
truly value these meetings which I am in the 
process of having with all staff members. Indeed, 
we have a rich diversity of skills and expertise 
which our staff willingly share to make our school 
one where our children can excel. 

 

Prep-Year Two Bendigo Excursion 

It was a joy to hear about the wonderful day our junior children had in 
Bendigo. Thank you to the teachers and parents who made this day 
possible. There are photos showing the learning and fun later in this 
newsletter. 

 

          Celebrating Student Achievements 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations Madi on 
being selected in the recent 
qualification round for the 
Melbourne Victory’s Pre-
Academy.  What a great 

achievement! 
  



 

SHC  Junior Chef  

 

  
Pictured are Kitty, Joseph, Maeve and Mary proudly holding the delicious heart and star shaped 
pancakes they made together. The judges commended them on their fine teamwork, creativity in 
presentation and tasty coulis sauce. You are all invited to attend the round 2 pasta cook off as 
detailed below: 
 
Tuesday the 23rd of August: from 4.15pm - 6.00pm in the SHC cafeteria.  
This will be an open event where Primary School Teams, staff, families and friends will be invited 
to watch. Students will be tasked with making Handmade Pasta. 
 
The competition aims to provide a fun, but challenging experience, along with an enjoyable 
introduction to the secondary environment. We congratulate our team and offer them our support 
next week as they rise to the challenge of making pasta and a tasty sauce! 
 

 

  



School Advisory Council  

 
The following SAC members represent the following classes: 
 
Years Prep – Year 2 (Junior School):   
Mike Boudrie & Jodie Warner 
 
Years 3-4 (Middle School):  Rhea Doyle & Jane Oldland 
 
Years 5-6 (Senior School):  Danielle Perrin, Manisha Fernando & Ellen Vernon 
 
Representatives contact details are:  
 
Mike Boudrie: mikeboudrie@grangeadvisory.com  

Rhea Doyle: rhea.j.doyle@gmail.com 
Jane Oldland: janeclindhe@gmail.com  

  
 
Ellen Vernon: ellensalathiel@msn.com  

Jodie Warner: 
jode101@hotmail.com 

 

 

Manisha 

Fernando: 

manishafernando@hotmail.com 

Danielle Perrin: 

danielleperrin@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mikeboudrie@grangeadvisory.com
mailto:rhea.j.doyle@gmail.com
mailto:janeclindhe@gmail.com
mailto:ellensalathiel@msn.com
mailto:jode101@hotmail.com
mailto:manishafernando@hotmail.com
mailto:danielleperrin@gmail.com


From Erin Brass 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Navigating the way our children relate and connect with/in the online world can be 

overwhelming and daunting as a parent or carer.  The Beacon app is the trusted, go-to 

cyber safety app for parents and carers of primary and secondary aged children that 

provides up to date and tailored content giving users confidence and empowerment to 

ensure kids grow up safe in the online world. https://beacon.telethonkids.org.au/ 

 
 
Footy Finals Fever Pie Drive  

 
Anita La Forgia has kindly organised a pie drive, which coincides with the 
football finals and Father’s Day weekend. Money raised will go towards 
funding security cameras in the garden area. Further details can be found 
later in this newsletter. 
 

Student Awards 

Congratulations to the following students – 

 
Prep C  Ryder M for being resilient and kind at school. 

Prep C  Margot G for being kind and always helping others at school. 

Prep C  Jack B for being respectful and putting effort into tasks. 

Prep C  Casey M for putting effort into his work and wearing a smile. 

P/1R  Jacob W for sharing interesting information about dingoes. 

P/1R  Olive S for being so enthusiastic on our Bendigo excursion. 

1/2K  Evelyn C for always having a kind and positive attitude towards others and learning! 

https://beacon.telethonkids.org.au/


1/2K  Harriet B for always volunteering to help in the classroom.  You have been very responsible. 

2V  Olivia C for adapting quickly and positively to her new school! 

2V  Emrys G for his great dedication towards his spelling work! 

3/4L  Ruby S for approaching all challenges with a positive attitude. 

3/4L  Elke F for showing great improvement every swimming lesson. 

3/4O  Elsie A for always being kind and resilient. 

3/4O  Sonny B for consistently showing all of our PBL. Awesome! 

3/4W  Madison M for a consistent effort and improvement with her maths skills. 

3/4W  Ethan C for respectfully listening to feedback and making changes to improve. 

3/4W  Bruno B for a consistent effort to improve his learning through seeking feedback. 

5/6M Catalina S for working hard to understand and use different strategies to solve multiplication 

problems. 

5/6M  Mia T for her fabulous oral presentation about children on the goldfields. 

5/6P  Viviana W for being a resilient and kind students. 

5/6P  Patrick C for his responsible attitude on his return to school. 

5/6P  Zoey R-H for always being a kind and respectful classmate. 

5/6S  Kevin M for bee-ing resilient giving 100% effort to tasks he finds challenging. Well done! 

5/6S  Ethan W for bee-ing a kind and caring class member of 5/6S. Well done! 
 

Bee Gotcha Tickets – Silver Awards  
(received 20 Bee Gotcha Tickets)  
 
James B 
Ivy H 
Myles L 
Darcy S 

Bee Gotcha Tickets –Bronze Awards  
(received 40 Bee Gotcha Tickets) 
 
James K 
Mason H 
Cooper B 
James B 
Ivy H 
Myles L 
Darcy S 

 

Happy Birthday!  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

12 August Ruby P 
13 August William C 
  David Y 
15 August Liv S 
16 August Isaac G 
17 August Peaches K 
23 August Archer B 
24 August Austin S 
25 August Grace M 
  Jordan M 



Reflections this week 
  
 

 

 

 
                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   Noah G’s last day with Prep C: We wish Noah and Isaac (3/4O)  
   all the best for their exciting adventure at their new school.  

 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   3/4L having fun in the pool 



        

        
Excursion to Bendigo Discovery Centre (Prep C) 

 
Grade 5/6P playing Dice Bingo to practise times tables 

 

 



Covid -19 Update 
 
Thank you for your continued diligence with covid safe practices. Cases of COVID-19, flu and 

other winter illnesses continue to rise across Victoria, which is causing disruption for staff and 

students. We have implemented several COVID Safe measures, such as air purifiers, improved 

ventilation and mask wearing, based on advice from the Victorian Government that they will 

reduce the transmission of COVID-19, and help keep staff and students safe. 

These measures will remain in place for the rest of winter to ensure that St Ambrose Parish 

School can remain as safe and open as possible. We have also deployed other measures, such 

as engaging casual relieving teachers, to minimise the disruption of staff absences.  

RAT Tests 
 
If you require further tests you can collect them from the office. 

Pupil Free Days for the Remainder of this Year  
 
 

Monday 31 October – Staff Report Writing Day 
 
Wednesday 2 November – Staff School Improvement Planning 
 
If you haven’t already done so make a note in your diaries: 
 
Classes finish at 3.30pm on 13 December. 
Numeracy Testing 14 & 15 December. 
 
 
Warm regards,   

                                                   
 

Bronwyn Phillips 
Principal  

 

 

 

Cinderella, your shoe is at the office waiting for you! 

(found on Anslow St side of the school) 

 

Please check the photos later in the newsletter for more lost 

property items.  The basket is overflowing! 

A reminder to clearly label your child’s uniform and if you have 

second hand items, please re-name your item. 

Thank you.  



JUNIOR EXCURSIONS 

Discovery Centre Bendigo - Tuesday August 9th 

 

All grades from P-2 went to The Discovery Centre in Bendigo last Tuesday.  It was exciting to be able to 

finally go on an excursion. Our day was filled with exploration, inquiry and of course lots of wonder and 

discovery! 

Here’s what some students had to say about our excursion: 

P/1 R 
You had to pull yourself up by a rope when you were sitting in a chair. It was fun!  Jacob  
 

The vertical slide was fun and I went on it.  I was scared!  Grace  
 

I liked the planetarium because it was cool!  Niamh  
 

My favourite was when we were going to make the marble run.  We had to chance it because it kept breaking! 
Teddy  
 

Prep C 
I liked working together. Mollie 
 

I liked making our marble run. Poppy 
 

It was fun watching Miss Conway go down the slide! Holly 
 

We had so many things to explore.  The mirror maze was fun. Felicity 
The planetarium was really dark.  It was cool. Leah 
 

I’m interested in space. Lily 
 

2V 
I enjoyed crashing into the walls in the mirror maze.  I had to work out which way to go, left or right. It was 
confusing but so much fun! Alice  
 

I loved climbing into the middle of the box and seeing that in the mirrors it looked liked I was in the middle of a 
fruit bowl!  Billie  
 

My favourite part was building a house in the kaleidoscope area.  Arthur  
 

I liked the challenge of the slide! I have been afraid of heights from the age of 6.  Now, because I went down the 
slide and it was fun, I wouldn’t be afraid to try rock climbing! Albert  
 

1/2K 
My favourite part was the planetarium.  It felt like you were sitting down in space.  With the lights off it was so 
quiet and calm. Sofia 
 

My favourite was the air cannon because it looked like wood and you pulled it back and BOOM! William 
 

My favourite thing was the vertical slide.  It was so fun and high.  I tried to go on it but it was too scary so I came 
down and watched!  Sebastian M 
 

I liked the planetarium.  I liked laying on the beanbags because they were comfy.  It was quiet and I liked looking 
at the planets.  Kitty 
 

I liked the echo tube.  It looked like it went out the window and I thought people could hear us! Varli 



Book Week Show - Woodend Library Tuesday 16th 

August 

All grades from P-2 went to the Woodend Library for a Book Week Show. It was a delightful and 

entertaining look at some of the characters and stories in this year’s Book Week line up. 

 

There was storytelling, laughter, dancing and performing.   

Some of our St Ambrose students even starred in the performance! 
 

         

 

         

     



Class of the Week – 1/2K 
 

We enjoyed visiting the Discovery Centre in Bendigo last week.  Amongst the highlights for our 

class was the Marble Run workshop.   

 

We got to collaborate and use our creativity and ideas to build a Marble Run. 

Here are our budding engineers at work! 

 

 

 

It gave us lots of great ideas and we hope to get to try out our Marble Run building 

skills again soon! 



From the Library 

 

We have many students enrolled in the MS readathon and welcome 
more! 

Thank you to those who have donated to MS, it’s a great cause and 
helps so many families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students have been enjoying lunchtime reading in the library on Mondays this month. 

Click on the link below to join the St.Ambrose team that are reading and raising funds for MS. 

https://www.msreadathon.org.au/fundraisers/stambrosecatholicprimaryschool#:~:text=Throughout%20August%20we%E2%80%99re,MS%20Readathon%20adventure 

https://www.msreadathon.org.au/fundraisers/stambrosecatholicprimaryschool#:~:text=Throughout%20August%20we%E2%80%99re,MS%20Readathon%20adventure


 

 

DON’T FORGET THE  BOOKWEEK PARADE IS THIS MONDAY 22nd August! 

And on Tuesday the whole school will be entertained with a Livestream Performance 

by STORY QUEST with a story about Marley and her dreams. 

 
Marley wakes up full of excitement and expectation. She’s been dreaming that she has written the most marvelous s 

Marley wakes up full of excitement and expectation. She’s been dreaming that she has written the most marvelous 

story and now she’s awake it’s time to set about making it happen. 

 

STORY QUEST explores the CBCA Book Week 2022 theme "Dreaming With Eyes Open...", in an interactive and 

educational musical adventure! 



Lost Property – recognise any of these? 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

Sausage Rolls (4 pack) $16.50 
 

Family Steak Pie  $13.20 

Vegie Pasties (4 pack) $16.50 
 

Family Steak, Cheese and Bacon $15.40 

Meat and Veg Pasties (4 pack) $16.50 
 

Family Steak and Mushroom $14.30 

Party Pack (6 Party Pies and 6 party 
Sausage Rolls) 

$17.60 
 

  

  
 

  

Large Apple Pie $10.00 
 FAMILY SPECIAL - A 

(1 Family Steak Pie and  
1 Large Apple Pie) 

$18.70 

Large Blueberry Pie $10.00 
 

  

  
 FAMILY SPECIAL – B 

(1 Family Steak Pie and  
1 Large Blueberry Pie) 

$18.70 

Vanilla Slices (4 pack) $22.00 
 

  

Lamingtons (4 pack) $13.20 
 

  

 
To place an order simply click on the link below  

 

https://myschoolconnect.com.au/safundraiser 
 
 

This link can be shared with your family and friends 
too! 

 
Orders close Wednesday 31 August 2022. 

 
Delivery Friday 9 September 2022. 

 

   

  

https://myschoolconnect.com.au/safundraiser


Community News 

 



  



 

 



 

 


