
NEWSLETTER NO.7  WEEK 8  TERM 3  FRIDAY 2N D  SEPTMEBER ,  2022    

Our Vision: Centred By Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 3 2022 
 

Tuesday 6 September 2022 Gr 3/4 Melbourne excursion 

Sunday 11 September 2022 Sacrament of Eucharist 11am 

Friday 16 September 2022 End of Term Mass 1.30 

End of Term 3 – dismissal 2.30pm 

Saturday 17 September 2022 – Sunday 2 October 2022 Term 3 School Holidays 

 
We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of all the lands. We pay our respect to elders, past, 
present and future. They hold the story, hope and dreaming for all. We affirm the wisdom of this ancient 
culture. It reminds us that God’s Word is part of the whole of creation. This message celebrates 
reconciliation with God, creation and all people. May we continue to walk the message of love, joy, peace 
and reconciliation. 

God, thank you for Spring and the hope of warmer, longer, brighter days. Thank 

you for the coming of growth and life and birth. Thank you that things are coming 

awake in the world. May we appreciate, respect and care for our earth. Amen. 

 

Dear families, parishioners and friends, 

On Thursday we welcomed Spring! It is a reminder that our world 
is changing and particularly in these challenging times we need to 
stop and recognise the wonder and beauty that is all around us!  

A few years ago, Pope Francis asked that 1 September each year 
be marked as the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation. 
His ground breaking 2015 encyclical – Laudato Si – On Care for 
our Common Home – remains a remarkable contribution to the 
world’s reflections and insights about our capacity and call to care 
for creation. One of the significant aspects of his encyclical is that 
it challenges us to never again see that environmental issues are 
only for those who like nature or who’ve got a thing about 
renewable energy or who want to talk about climate change. 
Instead, Pope Francis has placed the issues of the environment 
and creation officially into Catholic Social Teaching. Indeed the 
care of our common home – of all creation – of all of life – is 
central to our very Catholic faith. Signs of new life certainly are 
beginning to flourish which brings us hope for what lies ahead.  

 

Father’s / Parent’s/ Special Person’s/Family Breakfast, Liturgy & Footy 
Colours 

 
This morning’s school community 
breakfast was a heart-warming occasion. 
It truly was a joy to gather and connect 
with families in honour of our fathers and 
caregivers. Our hearty breakfast was 
followed by family liturgies in the 
classrooms. We do hope that this 
morning was a nourishing experience for 
you all and wish our dad’s and significant 
people in our children’s lives a happy 
weekend. 
 



Thank you to our parent helpers Michael, Ellen and Helen for setting up and serving breakfast and those 
who helped with packing up.  A special thanks to Justine and Jennifer for your super organising as well as 

to the staff for getting here earlier to 
serve and pack up!  Thanks to Mrs 
Byrne for preparing the liturgy. 

 
 
 

 
Our Raffle Winner 

 
This morning of the Father’s Day 
Breakfast we asked all our 
dads/carers, staff and students to 
wear their favourite team colours 
e.g. beanie/cap, scarf or jersey and 
bring along a gold coin donation. 
 
This year, every gold coin donation 
got a raffle ticket which went into a 
draw to win a voucher from the 
Woodend Newsagency to exchange 
for either a basketball, football, 
netball or tennis balls! 
 
Social Justice Team 2022 – Will, 
Tilly, Ryder, Isabelle, Jemima, Leo & 
Levi are pictured with our winner 
Violet. Congratulations! 

 
 
 



 

 
Building Update  

The rain has set the building back a little and the team are waiting on the engineer to resolve one 
minor structural issue before ordering further materials. This will add a further month onto the 
build.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Footy Finals Fever Pie Drive  
 
Thank you to everyone who purchased goods from our Footy Finals Fever 
Pie Drive.  Details regarding collection of orders will be sent out via 
Operoo on Monday. Thank you for your support. 

 
 
 
 
Welcome New Families 
 
We have had two new families join us in the past month. We warmly welcome the Callinan and 
Justice families to our school community. 

 



 
Naplan 
 
NAPLAN 2022 & 2023 NAPLAN tests reading, writing, spelling, grammar and numeracy. Earlier in the year, 

our Year Three and Year Five children participated in NAPLAN. Our year 3 & 5 students will take home 

their NAPLAN test results on Monday. From a glance, our students have performed very well. We will give 

you further feedback when we have time to analyse the results. Congratulations to our students. 

Please note the dates for NAPLAN in 2023 will be different to previous years. The window for NAPLAN 

2023 assessments will be from the 15th of March 2023 to the 27th of March 2023.  

 

Infectious Disease 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In order to minimise the spread of illness we ask that you 
continue to RAT test your children regularly and keep 
them home if they test positive, have any cold and flu like 
symptoms or if they are unwell. The exclusion periods 
are the minimum times a child must be excluded from 
primary school or a children’s service such as childcare 
centre or kindergarten. We have had some student’s say 
that they have had diarrhoeal & vomiting. We ask that 
you do keep them home according to the 
recommendations to protect our community. Please 
see the following table for exclusion periods for common 
illness: 



Emergency Management Drills 

We conduct routine EMD to ensure that we can respond promptly and safely in the event of an 
emergency. This week we practised a discreet lockdown. This is a procedure that we would enact 
in the event of a possible intruder or unwanted visitor. Our staff and students responded calmly 
and appropriately. Well done! 

Covid -19 Update 
 
Thankfully the number of Covid 19 cases within the school have declined. This week we have had 
5 students and no staff reported. Thank you for all you are doing to reduce the spread.  

 
RAT Tests 
 
Thank you for testing regularly. If you require further tests you can collect them from the office. 

 

School Advisory Council  

 
The following SAC members represent the following classes: 
 
Years Prep – Year 2 (Junior School):   
Mike Boudrie & Jodie Warner 
 
Years 3-4 (Middle School):  Rhea Doyle & Jane Oldland 
 
Years 5-6 (Senior School):  Danielle Perrin, Manisha Fernando & Ellen Vernon 
 
Representatives contact details are:  
 
Mike Boudrie: mikeboudrie@grangeadvisory.com  

Rhea Doyle: rhea.j.doyle@gmail.com 
Jane Oldland: janeclindhe@gmail.com  

  
 
Ellen Vernon: ellensalathiel@msn.com  

Jodie Warner: 
jode101@hotmail.com 

 

 

Manisha 

Fernando: 

manishafernando@hotmail.com  

Danielle Perrin: 

danielleperrin@gmail.com 

 

We meet this Wednesday 7 September 2022. 
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MACSIS 
 
As part of compliance, our schools regularly engage with and gather feedback from their 

communities.  Schools use this information along with multiple measures of other data types to 

determine the What? How? When? and Who? will work to improve our schools. We would be 

grateful if you take the time to read about how you can participate in MACSIS later in this 

newsletter. 

Book Fair 
 
Thank you Clare, Janene and 
Sandy for co-ordinating this 
year’s book fair. We also offer 
our gratitude to our families 
for supporting the book fair. 
We do hope that your 
children enjoy the beautiful 
books that you have 
purchased for them.  

 

Happy Birthday 

 
Student Awards 

 
Prep C  Benni C for participating in class discussions and being respectful. 
Prep C  Max K for participating in writing and maths games. 
P/1R  Jethro F for being such a well mannered member of our class. 
P/1R  Alexa H for working so hard and enjoying her reading. 
1/2K  Molly M for displaying a positive attitude to all learning tasks! 
1/2K  Varli F for being a responsible member of the class and always helping with important jobs! 
2V  Hamish M for showcasing great research skills in Inquiry! 
2V  Ava H for always showing kindness and respect to staff and peers! 
3/4L  Bailey P for always helping his classmates in group work. 
3/4L  Riley W for showing great enthusiasm during maths. 
3/4O  Ben L for showing resilience in his learning. 
3/4O  Zachary H for showing kindness and supporting others in maths. 
3/4W  Isla N for showing great respect when working in groups. 
3/4W  Edward R for a fantastic effort with all his learning. 
5/6M  Cooper B for working hard to complete all set tasks to an excellent standard. 
5/6M  Tilly M for all her initiatives and hard work organizing extra curricular activities for our school. 
5/6M  Hunter C for his informative newspaper report about a “Young Thief”. 
5/6P  Sam G for respectful behavior in class. 
5/6P  Finlay M for being a kind and caring class member. 
5/6S  Asha D for working well with her partner to create a diorama. Well done! 
5/6S  Ryder S for bee-ing positive towards all learning tasks.  Well done! 
 

2 September  Ruby S 

5 September  Amity C 

   Harry M 

7 September  Asha D 

8 September  Ellie B 

   Lily S 

   Angus W 

   Kai Z 



Bee Gotcha Tickets –Bronze Awards (received 20 Bee Gotcha Tickets) 
 
William B 
Isla W 
Lily A 
Aidan S 
Annique S 
Jack B 
Leah W 
Ruby W 
Charlie P 
Felicity F 
 

Mosako S 
Lily S 
Ben C 
Poppy C 
Toby C 
Jethro F 
David Y 
Alexa H 
Teddy M 
Olive S 
 

Ben Y 
Jacques B 
Lawson N 
Leo W 
Deon S 
Kate D 
Grace M 
Alice C 
Rex R 
Henry B 
Niamh F 

 
Bee Gotcha Tickets – Silver Award (received 40 Gotcha Tickets) 
 
Ben Y 
Olive S 
Leo W 
Alice C 
Jethro F 

Niamh F 
Rex R 
David Y 
Jacques B 

 

 

R U OK Day Thursday 8 September 2022 

 

 

It’s our national day of action when we remind Australians that every day is 

the day to ask, ‘are you OK?’ and start a meaningful conversation whenever 

they spot the signs that someone they care about might be struggling with 

life. 

To support R U OK? and the people in your world. 

A free presentation will be streamed online at midday (AEST) on R U OK? 

Day Thursday 8 September. 

 

A free presentation will be streamed online at midday (AEST) on R U Ok? 

Thursday 8 September. You can register here to tune in to our nationwide 

virtual event when R U OK? CEO, Katherine Newton, and our special guests 

will share conversation tips and personal stories 

  

https://ruokday22.eventbrite.com.au/


From Erin Brass 
 

 
 
 

Ways to cool things down in conversation when things heat up at home.  

 

It is a normal part of healthy relationships to experience conflict. Unfortunately not many of us were taught 

how to effectively navigate conflict and get the most from the conversation. Whether we are in conflict with 

the youngest members of our family or our partners, knowing how to navigate conflict can have such a 

positive impact on all members of the family's mental health and wellbeing.  

 

Here are a list of great resources and links to navigating conflict in a productive and supportive way.  

 

Conflict Management for Parents 

Source: Raising Children Network 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/grown-ups/looking-after-yourself/communication-conflict/conflict-management-

for-parents 

 

6 Ways to De-Escalate a Heated Argument 

Writer: Dan Bates, LPC, NCC- Mental Health Counselor 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/mental-health-nerd/202101/6-ways-de-escalate-heated-

argument 

 

Helping Kids Handle Conflict 

Dealing with conflict is not only stressful for kids, but parents too. We’ve got some tips to help you support 

your child to handle conflict better. 

Source: Kids Help Line 

https://kidshelpline.com.au/parents/issues/helping-kids-handle-conflict 

Teaching Kids How to Deal With Conflict 

Tips for building lifelong skills 

Writer: Juliann Garey 

Clinical Experts: Stephanie A. Lee, PsyD , Carey Werley, LCSW 

https://childmind.org/article/teaching-kids-how-to-deal-with-conflict/ 
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Reflections this week 

 

Jackson loved investigating Trinidad and Tobago 

                           
                              

Bridge 

Builidng in 

3/4L 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you Mrs Boldiston & Mrs Portelli  
for cooking the bacon and eggs today 

(and Mrs McDonald and Mrs Woodman) 

Ruby, Jess and Eire working on their tangrams for maths! 



 

 
Junior class Mass 

 

Pupil Free Days for the Remainder of this Year  
 

Monday 31 October – Staff Report Writing Day 
 
Wednesday 2 November – Staff School Improvement Planning 
 
If you haven’t already done so make a note in your diaries: 
 
Classes finish at 3.30pm on 13 December. 
 
Numeracy Testing 14 & 15 December. 
Loving Father, 
You trusted your Son Jesus, 
The child of Mary, 
To the care of Joseph, an earthly father. 
Bless all fathers & caregivers. 
As they care for their families. Give them strength and wisdom, 
Tenderness and patience; 
Support them in the work they have to do, 
Protecting those who look to them, as we look to you for love and 
salvation. We ask this 
through Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Warm regards,   

                                                   
 

Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

 

  



Social Justice Feature 

 

St Ambrose Parish School, thanks to the Social Justice Team are once again registered for 

Footy Colours Day!  We thank you for your generous donations today! We raised $309.50! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The need for education support for kids with cancer 
 
Every year, more than 950 children and young people aged 0-19 are diagnosed with 
cancer in Australia. 
These kids are absent from school for long periods of time as they go through cancer 
treatment and recovery. Many drop class levels when they return to school, become 
isolated from their friends and disengage from their education. 
Our education programs fight to reduce the long-term impact of cancer. 
 
How do our programs help kids with cancer? 
 
*Maintain their education and connection with their school and school friends 
*Provide flexible, individual lesson plans that work around their illness and treatment 
*Mix of face-to-face and online learning sessions 
*Ease the transition back to 'normal' school life 
*Ensure kids with cancer reach their full educational, professional and vocational 
potential 
 



 
 
 



 

As part of compliance, our schools regularly engage with and gather feedback from 

their communities.  Schools use this information along with multiple measures of 

other data types to determine the What? How? When? and Who? will work to 

improve our schools. 

What is MACSSIS? 

 

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Improvement Surveys is a suite of 

internationally validated and research-based survey tools that collect a school 

communities perceptions. These surveys create useful perception data from 

students in Year 4 to Year 12, teachers and non-teaching staff and families as 

invited by schools. 

Please watch the 2022 MACSSIS video via the link below the learn more: 

https://video.link/w/pB50d  

 

 

https://video.link/w/pB50d


 

When is CEMSIS? 

NOW!!!  The MACSSIS family survey is open between 

Tuesday 29th August and Friday 16th September 

Once the data creation window closes, schools will be able to access their MACSSIS data. These 

faster processing times means that schools can learn from their students, families and staff 

quicker and triangulate MACSSIS with current information about student learning, school 

processes and current demographic data. 

How will students, families and staff access MACSSIS? 

Each participating school has a MACSSIS coordinator who will organise access to the school’s 

unique MACSSIS online portal.  Coordinators will work with school leaders to provide time for 

students to access their survey with teachers on hand for supervision and support.  For our 

students it is important for them to know that MACSSIS is not a test, your school wants to know 

what you think and what you feel can be improved. 

Coordinators will also organise for families to access surveys. 

MACSSIS is about a school’s individual improvement not appraisal or school rankings. 

MACSSIS is 100% online.  Is it secure? 

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) has partnered with ORIMA Research to provide 

each school with its own safe and private portal.  MACSSIS coordinators have been nominated by 

their Principals to distribute encrypted logins and passwords.  All data that is collected in the portal 

is completely confidential and stored in data warehouses located in Australia.  MACSSIS is a click 

only survey.  There are no open-ended questions and it is impossible to identify anyone’s 

responses. 

Please note: Early next week unique Family PINs will be 

sent out, via email, to each of our families so that everyone 

has an opportunity to contribute to our school 

improvement. 



 
 
 

Foodbank 
 
 
Our Social Justice Team in partnership with Gisborne Community Care is running a Food Drive.  You may 
not know this but there are some people in our community who don’t have enough food to eat!  There are 
many reasons why this can sometimes happen, and when it does happen those people can come to the 
Gisborne Foodbank and get some food to help them and their family. 
 
The Gisborne Foodbank is all about OUR COMMUNITY sharing what we have to help those people who 
don’t have enough. 
 

There will be a box placed in every classroom for the whole month of SEPTEMBER.  

Our hope is to give a helping hand to families in need in the Macedon Ranges this winter.   
You can help us by bringing in a can or box or packet of food (make sure you ask your parents first) and we 
will deliver these donations to the Gisborne Foodbank who will make sure that they are given to someone 
who is hungry and needs our help. 
 
Below is a list of items that the Gisborne Foodbank stocks, so if you are out shopping and would like to pick 
something up to donate to the Foodbank, we would really appreciate your support.  
 
(From the 2022 Social Justice Team: Levi, Will, Ryder, Tilly, Isabelle, Jemima, and Leo)          



 

 

 
 

  



 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We have many students enrolled in the MS readathon and welcome more! 
 
 

Thank you to those who have donated to MS, it’s a great cause and helps so many 
families. 

 

 

Students have been enjoying lunchtime reading in the library on Mondays this 

month. 

 

Click on the link below to join the St.Ambrose team that are reading and 

raising funds for MS. 

 

https://www.msreadathon.org.au/fundraisers/stambrosecatholicprimaryschool#:~:text=Throughout%20August%20we

%E2%80%99re,MS%20Readathon%20adventure 

https://www.msreadathon.org.au/fundraisers/stambrosecatholicprimaryschool#:~:text=Throughout%20August%20we%E2%80%99re,MS%20Readathon%20adventure
https://www.msreadathon.org.au/fundraisers/stambrosecatholicprimaryschool#:~:text=Throughout%20August%20we%E2%80%99re,MS%20Readathon%20adventure


Community News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 


