
NEWSLETTER NO.5  WEEK 6  TERM 4  FRIDAY 11 T H  NOVEMBER ,  2022    

Our Vision: Centred by Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 4 2022 
 

Friday 11 November 2022 STAM day Grades 3-6 

Wednesday 16 November 2022 Prep Orientation Session 2 – 9-10am 

Ambrose Care Meeting 7.15pm (staffroom) 

Tuesday 29 November 2022 Grade 3/4 WoW day 

Tuesday 6 December 2022 Prep Orientation Session 3 – 9-11am 

Step up day Grades 1-6 

Sacred Heart College Orientation Day 

Wednesday 7 December 2022 End of Year Mass (9.15am) & St Ambrose Day 

Tuesday 13 December 2022 End of Term 3 – dismissal 3.30pm 

Wednesday 14 December 2022 Numeracy testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Thursday 15 December 2022 Numeracy testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Monday 30 January 2022 Literacy testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Tuesday 31 January 2022 Literacy testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Wednesday 1 February 2022 Term 1 commences 

 
We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of all the 

lands. We pay our respect to elders, past, present and future. They hold 
the story, hope and dreaming for all. We affirm the wisdom of this 

ancient culture. It reminds us that God’s Word is part of the whole of 
creation. This message celebrates reconciliation with God, creation and 

all people. May we continue to walk the message of love, joy, peace 
and reconciliation. 

 

Aboriginal Flag drawn by Ryder M. 

 

Dear families, parishioners and friends, 

 

Today is Remembrance Day. It is a day for remembering the many young 
people who died during war, while protecting Australia. We recognised this 
significant day by having a short service this morning and our captains 
attended the local RSL service with me. 
 
As the year rolls on, teachers are busily engaged in creating your child’s 
report, being mindful of ensuring that it is an accurate record of achievement 
during the semester. These take time and much thought in order to represent 
your child well. I thank all the teachers for the effort and time that they put into 
these documents. Over the next few weeks, teachers are also involved in the 
testing of literacy and numeracy skills to update data we have on your child’s 
learning journey. Class groupings and teacher allocations are nearly 
finalised and we will inform you of your child’s class and teacher for 2023 
on going up day.  
 
A highlight this week was certainly STAM day instigated by Elijah and 
supported by our captains, parents and staff as well as the hatching of P-
1R chickens! (See later in this newsletter.) 

It was also a delight to welcome our 2023 prep class into our school this 
week. The children were very settled and seemed to enjoy their time with 
their teacher for 2023 Ms. Keenan and the ESO staff who assisted. It 
was great to meet with so many of our 2023 prep parents at our first 
information session about supporting our children with this transition. Our 
new preps will be back again next Wednesday. Their parents are invited 
to have a cuppa in the staffroom, which will be followed by an 
information session about some of our learning programs at St Ambrose.  
 

God of love and liberty, 

we bring our thanks 

this day for the peace 

and security we enjoy, 

which was won for us 

through the courage 

and devotion of those 

who gave their lives in 

time of war. We pray 

that their labour and 

sacrifice may not be in 

vain, but that their spirit 

may live on in us and in 

generations to come. 



2023 Prep Orientation 

Road Safety 

Last Friday we had a student walk onto the road in front of a car turning the 
corner. This week all staff have spent some time educating the children about road safety and safe 
crossing of roads. We ask that you also speak with your children about using the designated crossings 
when crossing the roads to go home as well as spend some time showing them how to cross safely. If you 
pick up your child after school, ask them to wait for you either at the front or side of the school. It is safest 
for the younger children if you get out of the car and walk with them and support them getting into their cars 
safely. It is very busy at the front of the school after school and we thank you for continuing to exercise 
caution when dropping off and picking up. If you park on the other side of the road please cross the road to 
meet your children and walk with them as they cross. We have two staff out at the front of the school to 
supervise after school however, we all need to work together to make dropping off and picking up times 
safe. Thank you for your support. 

New Shade Sail 

The children are enjoying the deck outside 
the library with our new shade sail 
providing protection from the sun (when it 
comes out!) When our library area is 
refurbished, we will have doors opening out 
to this area so that we can use it as an 
outdoor classroom.  

Some thoughts about 
Perfectionism & Tips on 
Assisting Your Child if they are 
a Perfectionist. 

There’s a perception in our society that 
perfectionism is a good thing, akin to ‘being perfect...’ That it’s something we should strive for, yet the 
reality is quite different. Perfectionism leads us to place unreasonably and often unrealistically high 
expectations on ourselves. Essentially, it causes us to raise the bar so high, that we frequently wind up 
feeling like failures, consumed by frustration and self-blame. This can be very unsettling to witness in our 
kids and it can be hard for us to know how best to help. It can start when our children are very young and 
grow with them in intensity. We need to challenge their thinking and self-talk by using empathetic 
comments like "I can see you're angry/upset because you want this to be perfect". Then have your child 
reflect on these questions: "What's the worst thing that could happen?" "What's a more positive way to think 
about this?" "What part of my problem could I solve now?" Being open with our children when we make 
mistakes and talking about how we learn from them is a simple way to comfort your child's unrealistic self-
expectations. Follow this link where Dr Kayleen Henderson offers some tips to help our children break the 
unhealthy habit of perfectionism. 
 
https://blog.storypark.com/2017/08/perfectionism-in-young-children-and-how-to-help/ 
 

https://blog.storypark.com/2017/08/perfectionism-in-young-children-and-how-to-help/


Staffing Update for 2023  

Welcome Stephanie Rixon 

My name is Stephanie Rixon and after taking some time out to be there for 
my two children, I am extremely excited to join the team at St Ambrose 
Primary School. I am a passionate teacher who gets a sense of 
accomplishment by watching my students grow both socially and 
academically. Outside of the classroom, I love to spend time with my 
friends and family, travelling and doing some interior design.  
 
I look forward to meeting everyone in 2023. 

Welcome Kate Lewis  

My name is Kate Lewis. I am a primary school teacher and dance teacher.   
 
Originally from Ballarat, I started my teaching career in 2008. I was a classroom 
teacher at Pleasant St primary for 8 years and have 13 years’ experience as a 
dance teacher at both local and interstate schools. I was involved in many local 
theatre productions and had a short 2 year stint working as a Performer/Dancer 
for Village Roadshow at SeaWorld in Queensland. 
 
My husband and I moved to the Macedon Ranges 5 years ago to raise our 
young family. I am a mum to Jack who is 4 years old and our youngest is Leila 
who has just turned 2. 
 
I have spent the last 4 years working in Ballarat and many local schools as a casual relief teacher and it’s 
been an absolute joy to be back in the classroom. I have a great love for teaching and I am absolutely 
delighted to be joining the St Ambrose community.  

Naplan 2023 

National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2023 Delivery 

As announced earlier this year, the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 

tests are shifting from May to March next year. NAPLAN 2023 will be held during Term 1 from Wednesday 

15 March to Monday 27 March 2023. 

Christmas Raffle - COMING SOON!  

We are so excited to be sending home family raffle books next week. We have some 
amazing prizes this year and we hope you can assist us in selling these tickets to your 
family, friends, and perhaps neighbours. Prizes are: 
 
* A Morgan and Finch Queen Bed setting (sheets, doona cover set, 4 x feather pillows, 
and 2 x European pillows.)....all amounting to a $1,100 value. 
 
* A Christmas Hamper from our local kitchen shop Mort & Pestle to the value of $500. 
 
* A facial with skincare package from our local Ramaii Skin and Beauty Salon to the value of $250. 
 
* Various smaller Christmas-themed hampers. 
 
Please keep a look out in your children's school bags for your raffle books. 
 
                      Ho! Ho! Ho! 

 



Poppies for Remembrance 

 

Our 3-4 students have re-created the 
Fields of Flanders below our flags to 
show our respect to and remember all 
those who served. Lest we forget. 

 

 

 

 

School Fees 2023 

For your forward planning our school fees for 2023 are as follows:  

 
Family Fee                        $1,970 

Curriculum Levy              $625 per student 
Swimming Levy               $30 per student 
Grade 4 Camp                 $350 per student 
Grade 6 Camp                 $810 per student 
  
This is a 2.4% rise, which is within the 5% range as recommended. 

Reach program 

Pictured are our Year 6 students engaged in the REACH program as detailed further in this newsletter. 

 

Building Update 

There was great excitement on Monday 
morning when our children discovered the 
glass doors and walls had gone in. Progress 
is being made! With the roof now on the new 
building will be plastered in the coming 
weeks.  

 

 

 



Painting our Village 

Our year six students successfully applied the 
undercoat this week and have plans to add 
the colour next week! It is great to observe our 
children enjoying their play in this area.  

Student Initiatives 

 
Riley and Oli are planning to clean up our yard 

then use 

the litter to 

create an 

artistic 

collage 

wall piece.  

 

 

STAM Day 

Elijah is pictured with his 

mother Helen feeling pleased 

that his initiative STAM Day 

has finally arrived! The year 3 

– 6 students have had a 

terriffic day exploring and 

creating. Well done Elijah and 

thankyou to all of the teachers 

who have supported him to 

make this day possible. Kate 

on the right was out and about 

with an orienteering group. We 

will share photos in next weeks 

newsletter. 

 

 

Bushfire Procedures for the Bushfire Season 

From floods to fires! The Department of Education and Training (DET) has recently advised the 

Catholic Education Commission of Victoria (CECV) of the revised Bushfire At‐Risk Register 

(BARR). As a consequence of this review, St. Ambrose Parish School has been listed on the 

2022‐23 BARR and will be required to close on days with a fire danger rating listed as 

Catastrophic.  

The following information will help us plan and prepare our school to support the safety of staff, 

students and the wider community.  

Assessing bushfire and grassfire risk Schools and early childhood education services are 

categorised based on their risk of bushfire and grassfire in line with the Victorian Education Facility 

Bushfire Risk Methodology and review this classification annually. To inform this classification, we 

have used the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) analysis 



informed by the Bushfire Management Overlay, Victorian Fire Risk Register, and terrain and fuel 

type exposure.  

Our school is rated as CAT 3. This means that St. Ambrose Parish School:  

 Must close on days forecast as ‘Catastrophic’ by the Bureau of Meteorology within our 

designated fire district. Australian Fire Danger Rating System In September 2022, Australia 

introduced a new fire danger forecasting system, the Australian Fire Danger Rating System 

(AFDRS). A nationally consistent system will more accurately predict fire danger and produce 

clear, simple messages for communities. Victoria has been using a 6‐tier system for fire danger 

ratings, from ‘Low’ or ‘Moderate’ to ‘Code Red’. The AFDRS will replace the Victorian system this 

year and uses 4 tiers of fire danger, from ‘Moderate’ to ‘Catastrophic’.  

 

What can parents do?  

Make sure we have your current contact 

details, including your mobile phone numbers. 

Keep in touch with us by reading our 

newsletters, by checking our website 

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/ and 

by talking to your child’s teacher or any other 

member of the teaching staff.  

If your child is old enough, talk to them about 

bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival 

plan.  

You can access more information about school 

closures on the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria Ltd (CECV) website. For up-to-date 

information on this year’s fire season, visit the CFA website at or call the 24-hour Victorian 

Bushfires Information Line on 1800 

240 667.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/


Covid Safe Update 
 
We have had two student cases and two staff members test positive this week. We recommend that you 

continue to RAT test regularly and keep your children at home if they have cold or flu like symptoms.  

It is strongly recommended that students:  

 Who test positive for COVID-19 should stay home and isolate for five days.  

 Should not attend school after five days if still symptomatic.  

 Who are symptomatic but have not tested positive should not attend school.  

Where students become symptomatic at school, they should:  

 Be collected by their parents/carers.  

 Undergo testing for COVID-19. It is strongly recommended that staff:  

 Who test positive for COVID-19 should stay home and isolate for five days.  

 Should not attend school after five days if still symptomatic.  

 Who are symptomatic but have not tested positive should not attend school.  

COVID-19 reporting requirements.  

The Department of Health recommends that a person who tests positive for COVID-19 should inform those 

with whom they have recently been in contact, including their workplace, school and household. Schools 

are therefore asked to continue reporting positive COVID-19 cases to MACS email until further notice. 

Schools no longer have to alert their school community of positive cases.  

Face masks.  

Staff and students who wish to wear a face mask should be supported to do so, and schools should 

continue to make face masks available for staff, students and visitors. The Department of Health 

recommends that masks should be worn by a person who is a close contact of someone who has tested 

positive for COVID-19 when leaving home. Additionally, the department recommends that masks should be 

worn by a person who has COVID-19 for 10 days after a positive test when they need to leave home. 

COVIDSafe Plans. 

 



From Erin Brass 

 
 

 

 

 



Birthdays 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Awards.  Congratulations to…… 

Prep C Charlie P for showing resilience at school and being a good friend to his peers. 

Prep C Leah W for always working to the best of her ability and being kind. 

P/1R Alice C for doing such a great job with sharing in maths! 

P/1R Niamh F for having such a positive mindset! 

P/1R Deon S for wonderful reading!!! 

P/1R Olive S for wonderful reading!!! 

1/2K Sebastian M for beginning each school day with a positive attitude!  
Keep it up! 

1/2K Rose B for an amazing job spelling lots of difficult words. 

1/2K Molly M for being a kind and respectful member of the class! 

2V Cooper L for his tremendous growth in reading this year! 

2V Ava H for always working diligently in class and trying new things! 

3/4O Ben L for showing kindness and including others. 

3/4O Spencer R for always being respectful, kind, resilient and 
responsible.  

3/4O Elsie A for showing resilience during writing. 

3/4W Bruno B for great contributions to discussions to Literacy Circle. 

3/4W Joel W for great contributions to discussions in Literacy Circle. 

3/4W Ava R for an incredible effort with your cultural presentation. 

5/6M Seb B for working hard to complete a great descriptive 
narrative ballad. 

5/6M Mason H for his consistant “have-a-go” approach to all learning areas. 

5/6M Millie S for always completing all class tasks to the best of her ability. 

Bee awards 

Bronze–20 Bee Gotcha Tickets - Josh R, Tilly M, Liv S, Isabelle D, Catalina S, Millie S, Indie R-H, Lewis L,  

Gold–60 Bee Gotcha Tickets - Leah W, Henry B, Jordan M 

 

4 November  Zara C 
   Violet D 
   Cosette D 
   Charlie P 
5 November  Niamh F 
7 November  Holly C 
9 November  Matilda C 
10 November  Tom L 
11 November  Orlando B 
   Emmy Y 
12 November  Iona T 
17 November  Isabelle D 
   Ruby W 

Welcome baby Alfred 

Congratulations to the Hendy 

family on the arrival of baby Alfred 

born on 4th November 2022.  He 

looks much loved by his big 

brothers. 



Reflections this week 

 
5 /6M Undercoating the cubbies. 
 

          
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prep/1R. Still Life. Collage. 
 

2V Watercolour Skills. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             3/4O Tim Burton Style Self Portraits 

5/6S Monochromatic Painting Skills. 

 



Performing Arts Drama - Focussing on 
projecting our voices!  
*Who Am I? -  Drama Activity: Gr P-2 students work in pairs 
to each role play either a nursery rhyme or fairy tale 
character. When they perform, the audience has to guess 
which character they are according to the clues given. 
*Who Am I? -  Drama Activity: Gr3/4 students work in small 
groups to choreograph a short skit that incorporates role 
playing either a nursery rhyme, fairy tale, myth, legend or 
cartoon character that must interconnect with the other 
characters in their group. When they perform the skit, the 
audience has to guess which character they are according to 
the clues given. 
*Injustice! - Drama Activity: Gr5/6 students work in small 
groups. The leader says “I have been given a lot of money 
and am going to give each group ‘unequal’ amounts of money 
to spend”. The groups are then given five minutes to decide 
how they are going to spend the money. After five minutes 

each group explains to the class with justification what they 
would spend the money on. 

 

     
 

Prep C. Still Life Collage Skills 



 

 
 
 
                    Staff dress up for Oaks Day. 

 
 
 
5/6M are learning about different poems. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



               
 

 
 
3/4L Enjoying a class game 

 

    
 
P/1R visit to the Woodend Library 
 
 
 
 
 



Prep C and P/1R and the grade 6 Buddies making Fruit skewers  

 

       
 

   
 

           
 

     
 



     
 

     
 

     
 
P/1R have chicks 

           
 



3/4O + 3/4L Trying to follow a map in Numeracy. 

Some awesome Tim Burton  
                                                                                   artwork from 3/4O. 
We have a new Librarian! 

 
 
Regional basketball  
 
On Tuesday, the 8 grade 6 boys in 
the St Ambrose basketball team 
travelled to Bendigo to compete in the 
regional basketball event. They won 1 
match and lost 2 so didn’t make 
finals. It’s a great effort to get as far 
as regional level and they should be 
very proud. Big thanks to Nick L for 
coaching them the whole way 
through, and to Mel L and Nicole Z for 

scoring. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Ambrose Care Meeting 
 
Wednesday 16th November, 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start 
St Ambrose School Staffroom 
 
All are invited and welcome to attend. 
RSVP of attendance, apologies, questions or agenda items can be emailed to the parish email 
woodend@cam.org.au or you can just attend on the evening to listen, learn and enquire. 
 
 

Pupil Free Days for the Remainder of this Year  

 

If you haven’t already done so make a note of the following in your diaries. 
 
Classes finish at 3.30pm on 13 December 2022. 
 
Numeracy Testing 14 & 15 December 2022 (booking via Operoo to be sent out shortly.) 
 
 
“We will remember them.” 
 

Warm regards,  

 

Bronwyn 
Phillips  
Principal  

 

School Advisory Council  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:woodend@cam.org.au


3-4 W Feature 

  



Library News 

 

 

 Thank you to all of the people who have searched high 

and low, under beds, in bags, wardrobes and under 

pillows. 

 We appreciate the effort to return our precious books! 

Keep on reading and absorbing the wonderful treasures 

we have on our shelves.  

 Hopefully our BIG BOOK ORDER will be delivered soon 

and you can enjoy even more reading time. 

 We will ask that ALL BOOKS are returned to the library 

by the end of November so that we can collate, tidy, 

repair and reshelve the books for next year……… 

Thanks!  

 

 

 

 

Clay angels (STAM day in Art). 

  



 

 
 

 

 
  





Community News

 





 

 



  
 

  
 



 

 


