
NEWSLETTER NO.7  WEEK 8  TERM 4  FRIDAY 25 T H  NOVEMBER ,  2022    

Our Vision: Centred by Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 4 2022 
 

Monday 28th November 2022 Children wear casual clothes gold coin donation for Story Dogs 

Tuesday 6 December 2022 Prep Orientation Session 3 – 9-11am 

Step up day Grades 1-6 

PARENT AS HELPERS TRAINING SESSION 9.15 am 

Sacred Heart College Orientation Day 

Wednesday 7 December 2022 End of Year Mass (9.15am) & St Ambrose Day Christmas Raffle Drawn 

Friday 9 December Year 1-6 Soccer gala excursion & year prep incursion Mr. Ants 

Monday 12 December 2022 Year 6 celebration Day Craigieburn 

Tuesday 13 December 2022 

 

3.00 pm Final Assembly in the Church to announce 2023 Student Leadership 

End of Term 4 – dismissal 3.30pm 

Wednesday 14 December 2022 Numeracy testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Reports can be accessed by 4pm. 

Thursday 15 December 2022 Numeracy testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Saturday 24 December 6pm All families invited to the 6pm Mass. Children may come dressed as a nativity 
character. 

Monday 30 January 2022 Literacy testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Tuesday 31 January 2022 Literacy testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Wednesday 1 February 2022 Term 1 commences 

 

By my words may I show 
people Jesus  

By my thoughts may I show 

people Jesus 
By my actions may I show 

people Jesus 
By my life may I show people 

Jesus 
 

                                                                        PEACE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our St Ambrose 

community acknowledges  

Traditional owners of this 

land and their ancestors  

We are committed to 

reconciliation with 

Indigenous  

Australians and in caring 

for our planet. 

 



Dear families, parishioners, and friends, 

This week we lit the candle of peace at the beginning of 
our advent liturgy. Our teachers are bringing the meaning 
of Christmas to life in their classrooms.  Rex is pictured 
next to our wreath and Nativity scene with a manger that 
he made out of leggo! Debbie and I are feeling uplifted as 
we read through your children’s reports. There is so much 
growth to celebrate with students progressing over 25 
reading levels and more throughout the year! The general 
comments offered by their teachers reflect that they know 
their students through the relationships built. Reports will 
be available for families to access on Wednesday 
December 14th from 4pm. We hope your children feel a 
sense of pride as they reflect with you over their 
achievements in 2022. 

2023 Parents as Helpers Training 

We will be facilitating a parents as helpers training course at 9.15am in the parish hall on Tuesday 

December 6th which is our 2023 transition and going up morning. We welcome anyone interested in 

assisting in the classroom or with excursions and sporting events in our community to attend this session if 

you haven’t done this training within the past three years or if you are a new parent for 2023. 

Class Groupings 2023  
 
The cut-off date for your feedback for class 
placement in 2023 has passed. As you are 
aware, we are in the process of completing our 
class groupings for 2023. Staffing and class lists 
will be finalised by going up day on December 
6th when your children will learn who their 
teacher and class is for the coming year.  
 
We have taken into account your input along 
with our knowledge of your children’s needs 
within the school setting. Please understand that 
we are unable to accommodate requests for 
specific teachers unless they align with our 
picture of your child’s needs as a learner within 
the context of our school environment. We 
carefully consider the needs of each child 
to attain the best possible balance within the 
classes which takes into account student 
needs, social dynamic, gender, abilities and 
friendships.  

 
You will find below the classroom teacher allocation for 2023. Indeed, we feel most fortunate to 
have dynamic, dedicated and skilled members of staff and we are looking forward to what we can 
achieve with you in 2023. We warmly welcome our new staff who will compliment and add further 
diversity to our team.  
 
When children find out who their 2023 teacher will be it will assist them if you are positive with 
them regarding the class groupings they are in. I understand that change is sometimes difficult but 
in reality, it is the only thing that we can be certain of and we support our children to learn to 
welcome change in their lives and see it as an opportunity for growth. We thank you for the trust 
you place in us in placing your children for their next year at school. 



CLASS                          TEACHER                               ESO 

Prep K Ms. Rebecca Keenan Mrs. Sandy Howe (Mon-Fri) 

One-Two R Mrs. Alison Raco Mrs. Fiona Forbes (Mon-Fri) 

One-Two M-C Mrs. Kate Callinan (Mon-Thurs) 

Mrs. Emma McMahon (Fri) 

Mrs. Michelle Campbell (Mon-Thurs) 

(Fri) TBA 

One-Two L-R Mrs. Stephanie Rixon (Mon-Thurs) 

Mrs. Kate Lewis (Fri) 

Mr. Joel Dwyer (Mon,Tue, Wed, Fri) 

(Thurs) TBA 

Three-Four M Mrs. Christine McLay Ms. Jodie Wolfli (Mon-Fri) 

Three-Four O Mr. Patrick Old Mrs. Rhonda Scanlon (Mon-Thurs) 

Three-Four L Mr. Michael Lawlor Mrs. Jenny Nelson (Tue, Wed Thurs) 

(Mon) TBA 

Five-Six M Mrs. Brenda McDonald Ms Joanna Roch & 

Mrs. Janene Attard   

will support in the  

5-6 classes 

Five-Six W Mrs. Karen White 

Five-Six P Mr. Micheal Portelli 

Visual Arts Ms. Clare Shannon TBA  

ICT/Cultural Studies Mrs. Kelly Woodman TBA  

Physical Education Mrs. Kristy Cavric TBA  

Music/Performing Arts Mrs. Nicole Sherlock-Byrne TBA  

Librarian Ms. Clare Shannon TBA  

Languages TBA Whoever is allocated to each class.  

Mental Health & 

Wellbeing  

Ms Erin Brass   

Finance Officer  Mrs. Karen Basa  

Office Administrator  Mrs. Justine Mitchener  

Numeracy Leader TBA  

Religious Education 

Leader 

Mrs. Nicole Sherlock-Byrne  

Literacy & Curriculum 

Support 

Mrs. Therese Watts  

Learning Diversity & 

Literacy Teacher & 

Leader 

Jennifer Boldiston  

Deputy Principal/ 

Wellbeing for Learning 

Leader 

Mrs. Debbie Geisler  

Principal  Ms Bronwyn Phillips  



Handover Conversations 

Our staff have spent considerable time 
collaborating and discussing our 
children’s needs when allocating them to 
class groups. They have also been 
allocated time to engage in handover 
conversations with your children’s 2023 
teachers. We are following a thorough 
process to support your children’s 
transition optimally which will set them up 
for success in 2023.  
 

Numeracy & Literacy Testing 
 

We will be 
allowing time for 
your child’s 2023 teachers to work 1-1 with your children to do pre 
numeracy and literacy testing to inform their teaching for the beginning of 
the 2023 school year. These times also create an opportunity for your 
child and their teacher to develop and build on relationship which is 
pivotal to learning. You will be able to book in your interviews online after 
December 6th via Operoo. Further information will be provided then.  
 

We believe that what we gain from this 1-1 time with teachers will give us valuable information to 
inform our teaching to differentiate effectively to meet your child’s learning of numeracy and 
literacy explicitly from their point of need. We thank you for your understanding and support. 

 

Year 6 Leadership 2023 
 

Our grade 5 students are currently preparing to 
run for leadership positions offered in 2023. They 
have nominated themselves for their desired 
positions and have created a poster of 
themselves, which informs our school community 
of the qualities they believe will make them a 
good leader in our school. 
 
Students are currently writing a speech that will 
be presented to Years 4 and 5 students during 
the week of 2nd December. 
 
Students from grades 4 and 5 will then vote in a 
private ballot. All ballot papers will be given to 
Ms Phillips and Mrs Geisler to count. Winning 
positions will be announced on our last day of 
school at our 3.00 pm assembly. 

Student Initiative 

Maddy & Isabelle are displaying the entries to 
their Christmas colouring initiative. 

 



Congratulations  Alexandra!  

We extend our congratulations to Alexandra who gained first prize at 
the Kyneton Show for her writing about how rural shows contribute to 
the community. Alexandra read her award winning piece at assembly 
this week. 

Drop Off & Pick Up Times 

Children may be dropped off at school from 8.30 am and picked up 
at 3.30 pm. Children are not supervised at school before 8.30 or after 
3.45pm.  

2023 Term Dates 

2023 Start date Finish date 

Term 1 
27 January 2023 - Teacher Planning. 
30 & 31 January 2023 - Literacy testing. 
1 February 2023 – All students commence. 

6 April 2023 

Term 2 
24 April 2023 – Pupil free day. 
25 April 2023 – Anzac Day Public Holiday. 
26 April 2023 – Students commence. 

23 June 2023 

Term 3 10 July 2023 15 September 2023 

Term 4 2 October 2023 15 December 2023 

Christmas Raffle – Tickets have been sent home. Drawn on December 7th!  

We are so excited! Raffle books have now been sent home ($2 per ticket / 3 for $5 /$25 per book). We 
have some amazing prizes this year and we hope you can assist us in selling these tickets to your family, 
friends, and perhaps neighbours. Prizes are: 
 
* A Morgan and Finch Queen Bed setting (sheets, doona cover set, 4 x feather pillows, and 2 x European 
pillows.)....all amounting to a $1,100 value.  

 
* A Christmas Hamper from our local kitchen shop Mort & 
Pestle to the value of $500. 
 
* A facial with skincare package from our local Ramaii Skin 
and Beauty Salon to the value of $250. 
 
* Various smaller Christmas-themed hampers. 
 
Please keep a look out in your children's school bags for your 
raffle books. 
  

Books need to be returned to the office by Monday 5th December, (sold or not). 



Student Voice/Agency – Story Dog 
Fundraiser on Monday 28th! 
                                                                                                                          
Elsie is keen to raise some money to support story 
dogs programs. We have been fortunate to benefit from 
this initiative weekly when Stumpy visits with his trainer 
Cindy. Isabelle and Tilly are supporting Elsie with the 
planning. Children may come dressed in CASUAL 
clothes on Monday November 28th with a gold coin 
donation for the story dog project.   

 

Building Update 

Our staff had a 
tour inside the 
building this 
week and we 
are very excited! 
Progress is 
evident following 
16 plasterers 
working over the 
weekend to 
make a super 
start to the 
plastering.  
 
 
 

 
 
The internal windows are going in over the weekend.  
 
As soon as the external  
windows are done the painting will begin!  
 
We hope to be in by mid-February.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Opportunity to Offer Support 

Sally Ramshaw and her four children awoke to their house in Carlsruhe being on fire on the night 
of the 15th of September. The fire was challenging to contain and the house suffered extensive 
fire, smoke and water damage. Sally has MS, is a single mother and works part time. She was 
unable to afford contents insurance, and therefore faces a significant financial challenge to re-
establish their lives. New laptops, mobile phones, clothes, furniture, etc all need to be purchased. 
  
The Macedon Ranges community have got behind this family and significant funds have already 
been raised. However there is still a significant shortfall and any further donations made via the Go 
Fund Me page (link below) will mean the Ramshaw’s can look forward to the future that lies ahead 
of them. 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/house-fire-disaster-relief-for-sally-and-
family?qid=d9e186eb5ede05c286b2c1d2a7d116b7 

 
 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/house-fire-disaster-relief-for-sally-and-family?qid=d9e186eb5ede05c286b2c1d2a7d116b7
https://www.gofundme.com/f/house-fire-disaster-relief-for-sally-and-family?qid=d9e186eb5ede05c286b2c1d2a7d116b7


Buddy’s make Rice Paper Rolls Together!  

 
 
Our senior students worked with their junior school 
buddies to make rice paper rolls this week and they 
were healthy as well as delicious!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
From Erin Brass 
 

 
 

Grade 6 Transition Day with St Mary’s Lancefield 

 

On Thursday last week, the Grade 6s spent the day at St Mary’s Lancefield for a Preparation for 
Transition Day with their fellow Graduates.  
 

The two cohorts spent the day participating in a variety of activities designed to prepare them for 
their transition into Secondary School whilst also providing them opportunities to form new 
connections with others that are attending their future school.  
 

Lots of fun challenges were presented to the students across the day that gave them opportunities 
to not only bond over commonalities but also to solve problems as a cohort. The students also had 
the chance to identify their common hopes and worries for next year and to begin working out 
together how they could ease their worries and make their hopes come true.  
 

In the afternoon, the students had time with a staff member and student representatives from their 
future schools to ask them any questions they had and were encouraged to address any of the 
worries they had posed earlier in the day.  
 

It was a really successful day and the feedback from the students was really positive.  
This Transition Day is something that St Ambrose and St Mary’s are excited to continue together 
in the future.  

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Thank you to all of the people who have searched high and low, under 

beds, in bags, wardrobes and under pillows. 

● We appreciate the effort to return our precious books! Keep on 

reading and absorbing the wonderful treasures we have on our shelves.  

● Hopefully our BIG BOOK ORDER will be delivered soon and you can enjoy even more reading time. 

● We will ask that ALL BOOKS are returned to the library by the end of November so that we can 

collate, tidy, repair and reshelve the books for next year……… Thanks!  

Uniform 
 
We are noticing that there is an increased number of children that are not wearing their uniforms correctly. 
Our students are required to wear a formal, compulsory identifying uniform, which distinguishes them as a 
member of our school. 

 
The uniform provides an opportunity for our students to display pride not only in themselves but in their 
membership of and to the school.  A note is required to be forwarded to the classroom teacher if students 
are out of uniform. However, this should only be a temporary measure as our school expects all students to 
be in complete and correct uniforms each day. 

 
For everyday uniforms, students must wear black leather school shoes or all-black runners, and plain navy 
socks. On Sports days only - Thursdays for Juniors, and Fridays for Seniors, students may wear runners 
instead of black shoes also with plain navy socks. 

 
Please assist your child to be in their uniform each day. Many thanks. 
 

Supervision 
 
Just a reminder to all families that students are not supervised in the mornings until 8:30 am.  Whilst the 
school is committed to ensuring student safety, it requires and expects parental cooperation in managing 
safety issues immediately before and immediately after school. As a general rule, St Ambrose’s Parish 
Primary School provides limited supervision for approximately 30 minutes before and 15 minutes after 
school. We are informing you of the supervision arrangements and you need to be aware that students who 
attend school outside established supervision times may not be supervised. 
 

Take Home Books 
 
Library books are due back to the Library before the end of November.  Thank you to all the children that 
have returned their books. 

 
The last day for taking Home Readers will be Friday the 2nd of December.  So, all books will need to be 
returned by Monday 5/12/2022 so we can stocktake and get the books ready for 2023. 

 
Covid Safe Update  
 
We recommend that you continue to RAT test regularly and keep your children at home if they have cold or 
flu like symptoms. See last week’s newsletter for the latest recommendations. 



Social Justice Team Initiative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Unite for Hope? 

Unite for Hope – taking steps towards a brighter future for upper GI cancers. 

Founded by leading surgeon, A/Prof Mehrdad Nikfarjam OAM, Pancare Foundation is a national 
charity committed to inspiring hope, raising awareness, supporting families and funding research 
for upper gastrointestinal (GI) cancers. 

With some of the lowest survival rates out of all the major cancers, it’s our mission to improve 
survival and support for Australians diagnosed with pancreatic, liver, stomach, biliary and 
oesophageal cancers. 

How does Unite for Hope help? 

Supporting patients and their families, from the point of diagnosis through to treatment and 
beyond 

Through PanSupport, Pancare Foundation’s dedicated support, resource, and information service, 
we offer support to all Australians affected by upper GI cancers. We provide dedicated online info 
and resources on living with an upper GI cancer; including information on diagnosis, treatment 
options, health and wellbeing. We have a dedicated Patient and Carer Support Team including an 
Upper GI Cancer Specialist Nurse, Support Manager and counselling service. We run patient and 
carer support groups and host educational webinars on living with upper GI cancers suitable for 
patients, families and health care professionals. 



Investing in world-class research to advance understanding of upper GI cancers 

We support medical cancer research that aims to accelerate advancement in early detection, new 
treatments, enhanced patient care and clinical trials that help improve outcomes for Australians 
impacted by upper gastrointestinal cancers. 

To find out more, go to: 

https://pancareuniteforhope.com.au/cms/home   

The Social Justice Team would like to: 

 

We are planning a Walk for Hope on Friday 2nd of December (next Friday) to raise 

awareness and much needed funds to support families impacted by cancer and hopefully with 

continued research, prevent families being impacted by cancer too! 

The Social Justice Team members would like to invite every student in the school to get involved 

in a Walk for Hope.  Each class will have a time where they will go outside and walk laps around 

our school oval so show their support.  Also, the Social Justice Team together with the Sports and 

House Captains will run some organised games at lunch time for students to enjoy. 

       

We need you support to make a difference! Families are asked to bring a gold coin donation on 

the day 

This is our last action for 2022.  Thank you in anticipation of everyone’s support. 

(Jemima, Isabelle, Will, Tilly, Ryder, Levi & Leo) 

 

 

Good Start Early Learning Visits 

Thankyou so very much for you and your school 
supporting this program I hope this program can 
continue next year and after discussions with 
Michael we could tweek it a little next year ;0) 
  
Have a fabulous Christmas and again sincere 
thanks from all the kinder staff and children 
  

 

 

  

https://pancareuniteforhope.com.au/cms/home


Happy Birthday    

 

                Student Awards.  Congratulations to…… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28 November Joel W 

29 November Casey M 

P/1R Ben Y for being a great teacher when playing maths 

games! 

P/1R Rex R for always being ready to share your expertise! 

1/2K Rose A for a wonderful and imaginative creative writing 

snapshot! 

1/2K Ryan K for being a wonderful role model to others in his 

class. Well done Ryan! 

1/2K Seb C for always trying his best when completing 

independent tasks. 

2V Angus N for having a positive and responsible attitude 

toward his learning. 

2V Holly M for being kind and respectful in all she does! 

3/4L Elijah E for sensational work in organizing our STAM day. 

3/4L Ruby P for showing maturity in sorting out problems.’ 

3/4L Anabelle W for showing great care to Spike all year. 

3/4O Hayden L for his persistence and focus when writing his myth. 

3/4O Nick G for showing kindness and modelling a tricky task. 

3/4W Lewis L for great persistence with all tasks and good organization. 

3/4W Madi Y for great respect towards others and always Beeing kind. 

3/4W Tom L for great focus on all tasks and showing kindness to those around him. 

5/6M Alexandra M for her descriptive “Paint a picture poem” about “To open the Door, Perhaps You’ll 

See….”. 

5/6M Liv S for always working hard to complete set tasks to the best of her ability. 

5/6M James K for always being a respectful class member who always tries his best. 

5/6P Will Bradbury for respectful behavior in class. 

5/6P Viviana W for being a responsible and caring classmate. 

5/6P  Jemima D for always demonstrating beautiful manners and kindness. 

5/6S Leo G for always giving 100% effort in learning tasks.  Well done! 

5/6S Eden H for working really hard on his poetry.  Well done! 

Sports Star of the Week – Hayden J for excellent sportsmanship shown in regional basketball. 

Bronze Bee Award – 20 Bee Gotcha Tickets  

Alani F and Maeve D 

Gold Bee Award -– 60 Bee Gotcha Tickets 

Max K 

 



Reflections this week 

Robogals - Monash University 
Our Robogal Expereince 
 
The adventure started at 8 o’clock in the morning and it took us 2 hours to get to Monash University. The 
first thing we did when we got there was we sat down and had our snack. We went to the room and we all 
talked about the different types of engineering. There was a lot of different types of engineering like 
Biomedical, Software, Civil and Mechanical and that was just some of the types. Once we finished talking 
about different types of engineers we started coding robots and seeing what they can do. We did a sumo 
wrestling match with all of the robots and our group had to program the robots to try and stay in the lines 
and that was lots of fun.  
 
After the software engineering we had lunch out the front of the University and played on the grass before 
going for a walk to see religious centre. We were inside the chapel for a while before going to do our next 
task on the way there we walked through some cool building designs and the chancellors lounge before we 
got back for our afternoon workshop. We were set the task of designing an alternative house plan. They 
asked us how we could help with the population of people in our world, for example a house either in water 
underground or in a tree. We had 15 minutes to draw and write a way to make a house in these places and 
then we present them in front of every one. There was lots of cool ideas and we should definitely do them 
in the future. The last thing we did before going home was answered a few questions about how we found 
the experience. This was before walking out in the rain to quickly get back to the for a 2 hour drive back to 
school. The experience was so fun. 
 
By Tahlia J and Emmy Y     
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Goalball last Friday 
- Senior Sports 
 

 

 

 
Making Ricepaper Rolls with our Buddies 

  

 

    

 



  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Math Games with our Buddies too! 

 



   
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last visit to Goodstart Early Learning. 
Grade 5’s read stories with matching puppets that they made. 
 
 
 

     
3/4O 
 



   
 

   
 
5/6 students, along with Ms Shannon, enjoyed painting the new cubby house. 
 
 
Warm regards,  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

 

Peace be with you 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Celebrating the Word of God 

 

 

 

  



Community News 

 



 


